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PREFACE. 

•■/After  the  lapse  of  so  many  years  since  the  formation  of  our 
Regiment,  it  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  write  a  full  history 
of  its  achievements,  and  we  must  rest  satisfied  with  the  meaorre 
details  supplied  b}"  surviving  members, 

(3r  necessity  conflicting  statements  will  be  furaished  by 
different  survivors,  and  it  only  remains  for  the  committee  to 
careful!)  analyze  and  select  from  matter  furnished,  such  as  bear 
indelible  proof  of  accuracy. 

In  the  ^)reparing  of  this  short  history,  we  are  indebted  to 
G.  L.  Cruikshanks  and  his  pamphlet,  "Back  in  the  Sixties,*'  from 
whicli  copious  extracts  have  been  taken;  to  Major  John  I.. 
Roper,  to  whom  the  committee  feels  under  deep  obligations,  and 
to  Captain  Stephen  Tripps  for  much  valuable  data. 

The  roster  of  regimental  ofhcers  was  obtained  from  a  publi- 
cation issued  by  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co..  and  the  complete  roster 
of  regiment  was  obtained  from  Bates'  History  of  tlie  Civil  War. 

AH  of  the  facts  in  this  historv  are  drawn  from  letters  sent 
to  tlie  committee  during  the  past  six  years,  and  if  any  apparent 
discrepancy  exists,  due  allowance  must  be  made. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  this  work  has  tried  to  give,  in 
an  abridg-ed  form,  a  story  of  the  regiment  from  its  formation  to 
it.-  musrer  out.  While  it  lauds  no  comrade  above  anotlier,  it 
feels  that  all  ha\'e  done  their  duty  I'olily  for  the  cause  which  ihey 
held  so  dear,  viz.:  the  preservation  of  their  country  intact; 
au'l  while  much  matter  of  interest,  no  doubt,  to  many  mem- 
bers of  our  command  is  left  unrecorded,  it  is  simply  for  the  fact 
lliat  such,  matter  was  not  obtainable  at  the  late  date  in  which 
thi-  hiistor}-  is  written. 

Joiix  L.  RoincR,  Norfolk,  \'a. 

Hexky  C.  Archib.xld.  M.  D.,  Phila,  Pa. 
'■^^■v--   ■  G.  \\\  Coles.  Camden.  X.  J. 

History  Committee.    " 

rini.Ar-rrj'iiiA.  P.\.,  1902. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAi-T£R.  PAGE. 

I. — Organization   q 

11. — On  the  March  and  Camp  Hamilton 20 

I  If. — Hampton    Roads 27 

I\'. — White  House  Landing — Stuart's  Raid 38 

V. — Rocket  Battery — Battle  of  Deserted  House. 50 

\'I. — Longstreet's  Siege.     South  Anna  River.     Col.  Spear's  Promotion,  62 

\l[. — North  Carolina  Expedition.     Camp  Getty 83 

Xlll. — Cavalry   Expeditions.     Petersburg 107 

IX.— The  Wilson  Raid 126 

X. — Battle  of  Darl^^town  Road.     Five  Forks 136 

XI. — Appomattox  152 

Sketches. — Brave  Colonel  Wetherill .169 

Captain  James  E.  Fleming 175 

Capture  of  Mosby's  Horse,  ''Romeo"' 183 

Hein  Young 184 

Colonel  Spear  and  the  Farmer 187 

The  German  Officer 188 

Complete  Regimental  Roster — Field  and  Staff  Officers 190 

Company  A    193 

B    201 

C   209 

.      '         "        D  217 

-      E   223 

F   232 

*^'                      G   240 

H  247 

I 254 

'.:,:              K 261 

H                        L   269 

t'                   M 275 

Unassigned    Men 2S3 

Aiteraiions  among  Commissioned   Officers 2S/1 

.AheratiiiHS  atnuinj:  Enlisted  ]Vlen -^^(^ 


if 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


c 


PAGE 

Colonel  Samuel  P.  Spear Fronrispiec 

Colonel  Samuel  P.  Wetherill .V.  . .  [ . 17 

Colonel  James  E.  Fleming .-- 33 

Colonel  James  H.  Skelly • 49 

Major  A.  J.  Ackerley 65 

Major  John  L.  Roper 81 

Captain  E.  P.  Ring 97 

Captain  John  Cassels 113 

Captain  John  B.  Loomis 129 

Captain  Benjamin  B.  Mitchell 145 

Captaui  C.  W.  Buttz 161 

George  E.  Boyle .' 17 j 


George  \V.  Coles i 


93 


D.  S.  Orcutt 2C9 

W  .  \l.  Townsencl 22s 

Nelson  \V.  Ward. '. 241 

H.  C.  Archibald ' 257 


HISTORY 


OF 


ELEVENTH    PENNSYLVANIA  VOLUNTEER 
'  CAVALRY. 


CHAPTER  I.    ■ 

ORGANIZATIOX. 

-  Could  the  end  be  seen  from  the  beginning,  preparation  for 
Avar  would  be  more  complete,  and  many  a  precaution  would  be 
taken  which  the  future  of  events  makes  imperative.  When  in 
'6 1  the  war  clouds  gathered,  no  dreamer  fancied  they  would  cast 
their  shadows  longer  than  a  few  months,  though  it  might  have 
been  known  that  a  fraternal  strife  is  bitter  and  stubbornly  fought. 
That  cavalry  should  play  a  prominent  part  in  the  impending 
struggle  seemed  never  to  have  occurred  to  the  authorities  at 
Wasiiington,  doubtless  due  to  their  underestimating  the  strength 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  their  over-confidence  in  the 
power  of  Federal  arms.  When,  finally,  the  real  proportions  of 
tlie  war  came  to  light,  they  then  discovered  a  foe  equally  brave, 
and  better  equipped. 

The  first  authority  given  by  the  War  Department  to  re- 
cruit a  regiment  of  volunteer  cavalry  was  given  to  Carl  Schurz 
(afterward  major-general  United  States  Volunteers),  at  that  time 
a  citizen  of  ^Minnesota,  who,  by  a  letter  dated  May  ist,  1861,  from 
Sini.in  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War.  addressed  to  the  ''Governors 
of  the  several  States,  and  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,"  was  au- 
thorized to  raise  and  organize  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  The  regi- 
ment was  to  be  composed  principally  oi  men  who  had  previously 
served  as  cavalrymen  ;  the  Government  was  to  supply  the  regi- 
ment with  arms,  the  rest  of  the  necessary  equipment  to  be 
furnished  by  the  States  and  private  citizens.  Evidently  the  regi- 
nit'iu  was  to  be  a  private  affair,  but:  soon  after  its  organization  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  order  to  thus  raise  and  ecpilp  volunteer 
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ref^inicnts  was  unwarranted,  hence  thi^  one  was  tran-Kri'cd  to  the 
New  York  line,  and  throughout  the  war  was  kn-jwn  as  the 
"Plrst  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalr}."  The  rule  ui  the  War 
Department  in  such  cases  was  that  the  State  having  tlie  greatest 
number  of  companies  in  a  regiment  should  have  the  organiza- 
tion.    This  rule  afterwards  applied  to  the  Eleventh. 

Soon  after  receiving  his  commission  to  raise  a  regiment,  Mr. 
Schurz  was  appointed  minister  to  vSpain,  upon  which  'Mr.  Cam- 
eron endeavored  to  recall  the  authority  given  by  him  to  raise  a 
reginient,  saying  it  had  l)een  granted  to  l\[r.  Schurz  merely  as  a 
political  favor,  and  that  there  was  no  need  of  volunteer  cavalry, 
since  the  war  would  last  but  ninety  days.  A  prompt  appeal  to 
the  President  resulted  in  Mr.  Cameron's  action  being  over- 
ruled, and  the  recruiting  went  on,  but  very  slowly  and  with 
many  annoying  delays,  so  that  the  first  company  (wliich  was  re- 
cruited in  the  city  of  FMiiladelphia)  did  not  arrive  at  W'asliington 
until  July  22d.  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

jMilitary  attairs  at  tlie  national  capital  were  then  in  an  ex- 
tremelv  critical  condition,  and  since  there  Avas  an  urs-'cnt  need  of 
more  mounted  men,  the  Government  decided  to  furnish  all  the 
equipments  for  the  newly  organized  company.  C)n  the  24th 
mounted  <trill  was  begun,  and  the  company  became  so  proficient 
that  on  August  i8th  it  cliarged  and  routed  a  superior  force  of 
Confederate  cavalry  near  Mt.  \'ernon,  losing  one  man,  Jacob 
Erwin,  the  lirst  volunteer  cavalryman  killed  in  defence  of  the 
Union.  This  was  the  first  charge  made  by  volunteer  cavalry  on 
the  I'\'deral  side.  The  other  companies  of  tiie  Lincoln  Cavalry 
did  not  arrive  at  Washington  until  al)OUt  September  ist,  when 
the  regiment  was  organized. 

General  ifirant,  in  his  memoirs,  informs  us  that  liC  reduced 
the  light  artillery  twice  l^etween  the  Rapidan  and  James  Rivers, 
even  sending  l)ack  one  hundred  pieces  at  one  time:  while  on  the 
other  hau'l.  a  number  of  infantry  regiments  were  changed  to 
cavalrv,  and  army  commanders  frecjuently  had  occasi<jn  to  mount, 
temporarily,  infantry  regiments  owing  to  the  lack  of  cavalry. 
The  cavalry  did  not  attract  nuich  attention  in  the  East  until 
Gen-.-ral  Ibx^-ker  took  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,, 
when  he  united  the  scattered  cavalry  companies  into  an  army 
corps  under  competciu  cnnunanders. 

Tl;at  Wcis  a  rude  .^h-:)ck  which  came  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment on  tiiai  fateful  Sumlay  aiteriioon.  when  the  C  "luederate 
forces  ))roke  thiC  bu])ble,  "'The  war  will  be  over  in  ninety  days.'" 
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This  forced  upon  the  Government  the  truth  that  no  sham  battle 
was  being  fought,  but  that  war  to  the  bitter  end  was  to  be  the 
arbiter  of  a  principle.  Then  immediate  preparations  were  made 
for  the  conflict.  Sympathy  haci  turned  to  earnestness,  confidence 
to  anxiety;  then  the  recruiting  of  a  goodly  number  of  cavalrv 
regiments  was  authorized,  one  of  which  became  the  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Josiah  Harlan,  a  citizen 
of  Chester  Countv,  Pa.,  was  authorized  bv  the  Secretarv  of 
War  to  recruit  an  independent  cavalry  brigade.  The  following 
extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Colonel  James  E.  Flemming, 
formerly  captain  of  Company  H,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
gives  a  clear  account  of  the  affair: 

/'About  Harlan's  Independent  Cavalry  Brigade,  Colonel 
Harlan  was  authorized  by  General  Simon  Cameron  to  recruit 
it.  Colonel  Harlan  sent  circulars  throucrhout  the  countrv  and 
received  applications  from  every  part;  and  had  he  been  allowed 
to  proceed  with  his  project,  he  would  have  had  50.000  horsemen 
instead  of  5,000,  as  originally  intended.  But  before  his  plan 
could  be  put  into  practical  operation.  General  Cameron  decided 
not  to  allow  an  independent  command  such  as  Colonel  Harlan 
had  in  view,  but  to  allow  each  State  to  furnish  its  quota  of  cav- 
alry. "Jdie  recruits  from  the  various  States  had  gathered  in 
Philadelphia,  instead  of  Washington,  as  was  first  intended. 
Many  of  the  detachments  did  not  even  reach  Philadelphia,  being 
stranded  en  route  on  account  of  lack  of  funds  to  pay  for  rations 
and  transportation.  Then  the  question  arose,  'What  shall  be 
done  with  those  already  in  Philadelphia,  disband  them  or  or- 
ganize a  regiment?'     The  latter  was  decided  upon. 

"Colonel  Harlan,  who  had  had  some  cavalry  experience  in 
the  service  of  Dos  Mahomed,  Sultan  of  Afghanistan,  as  chief  of 
his  cavalry,  applied  for  permission  to  recruit  an  independent  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  which  was  granted.  Since  there  could  be  only 
twelve  companies  in  a  cavalry  regiment,  some  of  the  partially 
recruited  companies  were  disbanded.  It  was  Colonel  Harlan  s 
intention  to  have  his  regiment  composed  of  companies  from  as 
many  States  as  possible.  Under  his  authority,  companies  were 
raised  in  different  States.  Colonel  Harlan  wrote  to  Samuel 
Wctherill  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  who  raised  the  first  sc[uadron  of 
the  regiment,  which  was  mustered  in  by  General  Rutt,  thf> 
colonel,  at  Philadelphia.  August  19th,  i<%i. 

"Company  A  was  from  Iowa:  portions  of  companies  E  an! 
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{'  from  Xcw  York;  a  part  of  compan}-  T  from  New  Jersey;  com- 
pany ^I  from  Ohio.  But  Harlan,  being-  a  Pennsylvanian,  with 
his  headquarters  in  Philadelphia,  the  majority  of  the  com- 
panies were  from  hi>  own  State.  The  recruitings  camp  of  'Har- 
lan's Light  Cavalry/  as  it  was  then  designated,  was  established 
at  Hestonville,  a  suburb  of  Philadelphia,  about  the  15th  ot 
August,  and  active  recruiting  immediately  began.  Companies 
with  full  ranks,  arriving  at  Philadelphia,  were  mustered  in  by 
Captain  Starr,  of  the  regular  army,  and  were  sent  at  once  to 
Camp  Harlan,  near  Washington.  The  remaining  companies 
were  sent  as  soon  as  their  ranks  were  filled.  General  George 
Stoneman  added  four  companies  of  Allen's  Cavalrv  to  the  eisrht 
companies  which  had  been  forwarded  by  Colonel  TIarlan,  and 
appointed  Colonel.  Campbell,  afterwards  of  the  Fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  to  command  the  regiment,  ruling  out  the  com- 
panies formed  at  Hestonville;  while  the  colonel  who  had  acted 
under  the  authority  of  the  Secretar\-  of  War  was  set  aside  and 
four  companies  were  left  without  regimental  organization.  But 
upon  Colonel  Plarlan's  showing  to  the  Secretary  of  W^ar  that 
he  had  obeyed  the  order  of  July  20th,  and  had  raised  thirteen 
companies  toward  a  brigade,  it  was  ordered  that  the  four  com- 
panies of  Allen's  Cavalry  and  Company  A,  Captain  Doster, 
should  march  out,  and  the  regiment  l)e  commanded  by  Colonel 
Harlan. 

''Camp  Harlan  was  pleasantly  located  in  a  grove  on  Seventh 
Street,  half  a  mile  north  of  the  Park  Hotel.  About  the  middle 
of  September,  Colonel  Harlan  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Spear  ar- 
rived at  Washington.  Lieutenant-colonel  Spear  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  camp  and  the  chaotic  state  then  existing  soon 
yielded  to  better  discipline,  and  continued  to  improve  until  the 
regiment  became  one  01  the  best  disciplined  organizations  in  the 
volunteer  service. 

'<^  "During  the  month  of  September  and  the  early  part  of  Oc- 
tober, several  elections  for  field  officers  were  held.  At  each 
election  Adjutant  Si)ear  was  the  unanimous  choice  for  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  finally  Captains  Doster,  of  Company  A,  and  Stetzel, 
of  Company  D,  and  Ivunyon,  of  Company  M.  were  chosen  as 
majors.  On  the  ninth  of  October  Samuel  Wethcrill  arrived 
at  Canip  Harlan  with  a  major's  commission  from  the  Governor  of 
Penns\lvania.  Thi-^  displaced  Doster.  who.  the  next  day.  with- 
drew his  conijiany  and  joined  the  Fiilh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

"The    l^leventh    th.en    consisted   of    Company    A.    of    kiwa: 
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Company  B,  of  Chester  County,  Pa.;  Company  C,  of  riuladel- 
plii<t.  Fa.;  Company  D,  of  Frankin  County,  Fa.;  Company  E.  of 
j'hiladelpliia,  Fa.;  Com[>Mny  F,  of  Tioga,  Fa.;  Company  G.  of 
Cambria  County,  Pa.;  Company  il,  of  Northampton  County. 
Pa.;  Company  I,  of  Lancaster  County,  Fa.,  and  Xew  Jersey; 
Company  K,  of  Luzerne  County.  Fa.  ;  Company  L.  of  Clarion 
County,  Fa.,  and  Company  M,  of  Ohio. 

"The  regiment  bore  the  title  of  Harlan's  Volunteer  United 
States  Cavalry  until  Governor  Curtin,  of  Pennsylvania,  insisted 
upon  the  wl-ole  regiment  being  accredited  to  the  State  and  issued 
its  commission  to  Josiah  Harlan,  Fa.,  colonel,  July  23d,  1861: 
S.  P.  Spear,  Pa.,  lieutenant-colonel,  September  25th,  1861; 
George  Stetzel,  Pa.,  first  major,  October  9th,  1861;  Samuel 
Wetherill,  Pa.,  second  major,  October  ist,  1861 ;  N.  ^L  Run- 
yon,  Ohio,  third  major,  October  9th,  1861. 

''During  the  stay  of  llie  regiment  at  Camp  Harlan,  a  few 
of  the  companies  were  armed  with  sabers  and  pistols,  but  the 
majoritv  of  them  v.-erc  not  armed  until  after  their  arrival  at 
Camp  Hamilton,  at  Fortress  ?^Ionroe,  in  the  meantime,  while 
on  guard,  they  used  clubs  for  weapons.  To  transform  citizens 
without  any  idea  of  military  life  into  disciplined  soldiers  is  a 
well-nigh  hopeless  task.  It  takes  months  of  drill  and  faithful  ap- 
plication before  the  rudim.ents  of  warfare  replace  the  fixed  habit 
of  civil  life,  meanwhile  much  is  lost,  especially  patience. 

"But  the  American  youth,  whose  soul  was  aflame  with  pa- 
triotism, was  there  to  learn,  which  he  did;  so  that  at  the  opening 
of  the  second  year  of  the  war,  the  regulars,  who  at  the  beginning 
had  stood  out  so  prominently,  were  almost  eliminated  from  the 
army  to  be  replaced  by  tlie  volunteers.     The  American  volun- 
teer soldier  has  ever  upheld  liis  country's  honor,  and  to  whom  it 
may  be  safely  entrusted  for  the  future.     The  enthusiasm,  hero- 
ism, self-sacrifice,  wliicli  has  marked  their  warfare  in  other  years. 
'is  an  American  heritage,  and  wr.en  the  flag  is  endangered,  at 
;.  the  first  trumpet  call,  volunteers  will  respond,  ready  to  duplicate 
•  the  illustrious  deeds  of  former  years. 

''Human  nature  is  curious.  When  the  men  had  been  al- 
lotted horses,  each  man  was  anxious  to  find  out  all  he  could 
about  his  particular  horse,  .>o  many  saddled  and  bridled  their 
horses  and  rode  out  of  cami)  to  try  them.  This  brought  Coh'nel 
Spear  thundering  down,  iiKiniring  by  what  authority  the  men 
were  out  of  cair.p  on  horseback.  The  otficer  would  replv  that  he 
had  given  the  men  permissi'Mt  to  go  out.  or  that  they  were  out 
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on  their  own  hook.  Then  a  scene  wuuld  follow  in  which  the 
ofticers  would  learn  that  no  one  should  leave  camp  with  his  horse, 
except  by  the  order  or  |>ermission  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  camij). 

"The  first  mounted  drills  were  a  mixture  of  comedy  and 
tragedy.  Those  first  mounted  drills — will  they  ever  be  for- 
gotten so  long  as  any  one  lives  who  saw  them?  Most  of  the 
horses  had  never  been  ridden  before,  and  most  of  the  men  knew 
as  little  about  it  as  did  the  horses. 

''There  was  kicking  and  rearing,  running  and  jumping,  ly- 
ing down  and  falling  down  on  the  part  of  the  horses;  swear- 
ing and  yelling,  getting  thrown  and  being  kicked,  getting  hurt 
in  various  ways  by  the  men. 

"There  was  crowding  in  the  ranks,  and  striving  to  get  back 
into  place,  pushing  forward  and  hanging  back,  going  backwards 
and  sidev. ays,  and  all  sorts  of  ways  except  the  right  wa}'.  There 
were  all  sorts  of  hai:)S  and  mishaps,  which,  though  annising  to 
look  back  upon  (and  amusiiig  at  the  time  to  all  but  the  un- 
fortunate ones"),  were  anything  biu  pleasant," 

Sergeant  Cruikshank  sa}'s.  concerning  the  first  appearance 
of  Harlan's  Light  Cavalry:  "On  the  first  Sunday  we  were  ordered 
to  saddle  up  for  inspection  and  parade.  It  was  the  first  time 
we  had  put  saddles  and  curb-bits  on  our  horses.  We  had  ridden 
them  to  water  bareback,  using  tiie  ordinary  bridle.  We  mounted 
and  marched  out  to  an  open  field  n^^t  far  away  from  the  camp. 
The  regiment  was  formed  in  open  columns  of  companies,  Com- 
panv  A  on  the  right.  Colonel  Ilarlan,  who  had  his  headquarters 
in  the  city,  rode  out  in  a  carriage.  He  took  his  station  a  few 
rods  in  front  of  the  cohunn,  and  his  first  order  was,  'Draw 
sabers.'  Idie  horses  were  green — so  were  the  men.  The  rat- 
tling of  scabbards  and  the  tlash  of  sabers  frightened  the  horses; 
some  went  forward,  and  some  backward  in  utter  confusion. 
Tlie  colonel  had  to  flee  for  his  life.  We  got  back  into  line  again, 
but  that  ended  the  parade  for  that  day." 

It  took  a  long  time  for  the  men  to  know  how  to  challenge 
the  errand  rounds  at  nii-ht,  to  turn  out  the  guard  for  the  officer 
of  the  day  and  field  officers,  and  to  sahue  properly  the  different 
grades  of  officers.  Colonel  Spear  and  ^lajor  Stetzel,  l)oth  havmg 
served  as  non-coniini>si()ned  officers  in  the  Regular  .Vrmy, 
would  become  incensed  when  they  i^a<sed  a  sentr\'  wlio  would 
look  at  them  \vith  stolid,  indifi'erence,  forgetful  of  nnlitary  cor>r- 
tes\'.     The   average   American    nuist    be   tauiiiu   tliese    habits   of 
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special   defcience,    for   lie    regards    every    other    man    an    equal, 
'j'he  tradition:?  of  the  fatliers  favor  sncii  deniocraev;  hence,  tlioueh 
•.meaning-  no  disrespect,  he  is  often  ill  at  (>ase  wlien  special  recog- 
nition is  demanded. 

Water  for  cooking  and  drinking  purposes  was  obtained 
from  wells  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  camp,  and  at  these 
springs  guards  were  placed  to  preserve  order.  The  thought  of 
a  good  square  meal  is  very  appetizing.  They  say  a  tramp's 
real  sentiment  is  in  his  stomach.,  but  all  have  a  good  share  of 
such  sentiment,  and  the  sense  of  smell  is  very  keen  when  savory 
odors  are  in  circulation.  The  people  at  whose  homes  these 
guards  were  stationed,  usually  fed  them  well,  hence  these  posi- 
tions becamiC  very  desirable,  and  many  were  ready  to  barter  with 
;    the  chosen  ones. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  Camp  Harlan  soon  became  bad; 
change  o^'  clunate,  of  water,  of  diet,  of  hal>its  were  soon  felt. 
The  camp  was  crowded  with  vendors  of  all  sorts  of  indigestible 
truck,  pleasing  to  the  taste  but  harmful  to  health,  and  the  men 
.  largely  lived  upon  such  stuff  so  long  as  their  money  lasted. 
Sometimes  the  change  of  locality  improves  the  condition  of 
troops,  the  very  excitement  incidental  to  such  a  change  is  often 
beneficial. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  of  October,  orders  were 
received  to  march  next  morning.  At  three  o'clock  the  men 
were  routed  out,  and  from  that  time  until  8  a.  m.,  there  was  all 
the  hustle  and  bustle  and  excitement  natural  to  a  first  change 
of  cam[).  Tlie  regiment  was  gotten  into  the  semblance  of  a 
line,  and  at  eight  o'clock  took  uj)  the  line  of  march  along  Seventh 
Street,  attended  by  t1ie  usual  amount  of  s[)eculation  among  the 
men  concerning  v/here  they  were  going;  but  it  sc^on  became 
clear,  for  when  the  White  House  was  reached,  the  column 
tin-ned  to  tlie  riglit,  crossed  the  Potomac,  over  the  Long  Bridge, 
into  Virginia  and  into  tlie  enemy's  country.  Arlington  Heights, 
one  of  (icneral  Lee's  estates,  was  passed  en  route,  but  it  created 
no  curiosit}-.  for  the  general  had  not  as  yet  become  the  formidable 
■  opponent  suiKcquent  years  i)roved  him  to  be.  Some  distance 
.  beyond  Arlmgton  Heiidits  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line, 
it  wlicelcd  ir.to  colunm  b)'  companies,  the  men  were  dismounted, 
the  wai^fons  came  up,  tents  were  pitched — the  regiment  had 
niade  its  tirst  march,  d'hc  following  afternoon  another  short 
iriarch  was  made,  and  the  regiment  went  into  what  \vas  supposed 
to  be  a  permanent  camp  iov  the  winter  near  Ikdl's  Cross  Roads. 


i^>  ELKVEXTII  PEXXSVLVANIA  CAVALRY. 

Here  it  was  attached  to  a  cavnlrv  brii^ade  commanded  bv  Briea- 
dier-<;eneral  James  N.  Palmer. 

The  horses  were  your.--  inid  o^rcen  for  such  service,  and  a 
halt  was  made  to  rest  the  men.  all  of  whom  dismounted.  One 
of  the  color-bearers  bore  too  heavily  on  his  staff  and  wore 
out  the  socket.  The  staff  suddenl}-  fell  to  the  .qround  and,  as 
the  flao;  unexpectedly  fell  upon  his  back  he  kicked,  which  threw 
out  the  stafT  behind,  forming  a  tripod  until  the  staff  broke  and 
let  him  down.     The  affair  was  amusing-  while  it  lasted. 

While  stationed  at  Camp  Palmer,  it  was  necessary  to  dig  in 
the  ravine  at  the  foot  of  Upton's  Hill  and  sink  barrels  to  collect 
water  for  Watering  the  horses.  While  some  were  dijjcfine  in 
the  ravine  near  the  road  they  struck  an  insulated  telegraph  wire 
within  eight  or  ten  inches  of  the  surface.  At  once  there  was 
somewhat  of  excitement;  one  of  the  men  said,  "Wait  till  I  cut 
it;  there  may  be  some  devilment  going  over  this  wire  now.'' 
The  men  took  hold  of  the  wire  and  pulled  it  up  for  several  liuu- 
dred  feet,  when  an  officer  came  along  and  stopped  the  pro- 
ceedings. A  party  was  put  at  work  to  trace  the  mysterious  wire, 
which  was  traced  to  the  Potomac  River,  across  which  it  ter- 
minated at  a  fraiue  shanty  in  Georgetown,  where  two  men  were 
arrested  in  the  act  of  endeavoring  to  communicate  with  Rich- 
mond. 

On  November  2d  Major  Wetlicrill  reported  with  his  battaUon 
to  i\Iajor-general  O.  ().  Pfoward,  at  Bladensburg,  ^Id.,  for  duty 
at  the  Maryland  elections  on  the  western  shores.  As  General 
Howard's  bod\'  escort,  he  was  sent  forward  with  the  battali-ju 
cavalry  to  St.  Leonards  with  the  following  instructi«:)ns; 

"It  has  been  reported  that  certain  individuals  \vho  have  been 
under  arms  against  the  Government  in  Virginia,  have  returned 
to  their  homes  and  intend  to  take  part  in  the  coming  election. 
It  is  understood,  also,  that  other  individuals.  re:5idents  of  }^Iary- 
land,  have  been  in  sympathy  with  the  aforesaid  individuals  to 
obstruct  the  freedom  of  the  connng  elections,  and  control  votes 
in  favor  of  their  revolutionary  sclumes.  In  view  of  these  facts. 
i.nd  in  pursuance  oi  my  instructions,  you  will  hold  your  coni- 
m<md  in  the  toun  of  St.  Leonards,  or  its  inuuediate  vicinity  and 
talce  such  measures  as  will  insure  free  and  independent  action 
at  the  polls.  You  v/ill  promptly  arrest  any  man  who  talks  open 
treason  and  hold  him  uiUil  the  next  day;  any  one  you  find  who 
has  been  in  open  arms  against  the  Government,  you  will  keep 
a  prisoner,     ^'ou  will  preserve  the  strictest  order  in  your  own 
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coimiian*].  not  allowing  the  slightest  depredation.  You  must 
h(jld  voijr  I'ftioers  individually  responsible,  as  I  hold  you,  for  the 
sohrit!\  and  ^'ood  behavior  of  the  men.  Remember  that  yours 
is  a  frrrntlly  conunission  in  a  friendly  country. 

"O.  O.  Howard, 
J  ''Brig.-gen.  Vols." 

c  )n  the  march  from  Lower  Marlboro  toward  St.  Leonards, 
it  was  reportt^l  that  a  large  party  of  gentlemen  had  assembled  at 
a  small  villa.Lrc  to  resist  the  advance.  Strengthening  the  advance 
guard,  the  column  was  prepared  to  charge  the  body,  if  there. 
On  arnvi!ll^^  two  men  were  found  in  front  of  a  store,  leaning 
again-!  a  d^y  ginxls  box,  and  it  was  learned  from  conversation 
with  tlu-m  ilrat  the  meeting  was  merely  a  political  one,  which 
had  ra]U!»;y  ilispcrsed  upon  hearing  of  the  advance.  Pn^ceeding 
to  St.  Lcop.ar>l.>.  which  was  reached  about  dark,  the  command 
bivuiu;ced  in  front  of  a  gentleman's  huuse  with  whom  the  major 
had  an  interview,  and  was  told  the  two  candidates,  Union  and 
Dem'tcratic.  were  storekeepers  in  the  town.  On  being  sent  for 
the}'  aftirnicd  that  the  Government  had  been  misinformed  con- 
cerning tin-  existence  of  a  conspiracy  as  mentioned  in  General 
Hov.ard*?  orders.  The  Union  candidate  feared  the  presence  of 
the  iroot)S  v.oiild  arouse  feeling  against  him  to  such  an  extent 
that  a  clasl;  miglit  result  betvv'een  the  citizens  and  the  troops 
duriiig  the  j^ogress  of  the  election.  The  major  told  them  if 
they  wOiiM  close  their  stores  and  sell  no  whiskey  between  sun- 
rise and  --'iHset  there  would  be  no  trouble;  that  he  would  not 
enter  tiic  i*>wn  unless  there  was  an  attempt  to  arrest  or  prevent  a 
Union  nian  fr'.»in  exercising  his  legal  right  to  vote;  that  a  picket 
would  be  r-^tahlished  in  the  neighborhood  overlooking  the  town 
and  tiic  cm: re  command  w'ould  be  in  readiness  to  prevent  all 
disturbasict-s. 

The  muniing  opened  quietly.  The  day  was  fair.  While  the 
majc*r  v,as  seated  on  a  l>oat  in  front  of  the  house  a  man  rode 
up  rapidly  irom  the  polls  and  inquired  w^hat  his  object  was  in 
coming  llitre.  .Major  W'etherill  replied,  "I  am  not  aware  of  the 
fact  tlutl  l^a■  Tiiatter  concerns  you  individually,  but  I  will  ask  you 
a  few  r;i:c--::'-'n-.  What  is  your  name?"  lie  answered.  "Basil 
Duke."  L(.><jk:ng  over  his  list  of  names  and  tindmg  the 
stranger'^  name  among  the  suspected  [)ersnns,  the  major  said: 
'■.Mr.  1  'uaO,  h:ivc  you  voted?"  "Ves,  sir;"  at  wdiich  the  major 
said:  "1  ihiuk  yon  had  better  go  home  and  give  me  your  parole 
of  honor  tliiit  vou  won't  leave  it  during  the  time  the  polls  are 
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Open."  He  asked,  "Why?"  '*!'  find  your  name  among  those 
reported  to  the  Government.  I  do  not  see  that  you  have  done 
anythin.i;-  yet  that  would  warrant  your  arrest,  but  I  think  it 
would  be  better  for  you  to  give  me  your  parole  of  honor  and  go 
home.''  He  demurred  a  little  at  this.  The  major  said:  "I  don't 
want  to  arrest  vou  and  take  you  to  \Vashin,i,non.  but  should  any 
disturbances  arise  during  the  progress  of  this  election,  I  shall 
be-  obliged  to  do  so.  I  advise  you  to  take  the  caution."  He 
•did  so.  At  sunset,  after  the  close  of  the  election,  many  citizens, 
including  the  judges  of  the  courts,  said  there  had  never  been  so 
quiet  and  sober  an  election  at  St.  Leonards.  The  command  re- 
turned to  Lower  Marlboro,  where  General  Howard  was  anxiously 
awaiting  it.  He  expressed  his  unqualified  approval  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  tlie  matter  had  been  conducted.  The  good  con- 
duct of  the  men  had  met  his  expectation. 

The  associations  at  Camp  Palmer  were  pleasant,  though 
the  weather  was  inclement;  yet  by  this  time  the  regiment  had 
become  accustomed  to  the  rudiments  of  soldiering. 

There  was  considerable  foot  and  mounted  drill,  also  any 
amount  of  camp  and  stable  guard  duty  to  perform.  The  officers 
were  well  instructed,  both  concerning  their  duties,  and  in  foot 
and  mounted  drill.  But  the  sanitary  conditions  soon  became 
worse  than  at  Camp  Harlan,  for  the  measles  broke  out,  fever 
became  prevalent,  and,  worst  of  all,  homesickness  began  to  be 
felt.  Many  a  soldier,  loyal  to  his  country,  moistened  his  sleep 
with  tears,  as  home  and  all  it  holds  dear  came  before  his  vision. 
And  we  would  have  it  so,  for  when  the  fires  of  such  feelings 
die,  and  only  their  white  ashes  are  left,  soldiering  becomes  brutal, 
and  the  inspirations  of  true  soldiery  are  dead.  In  the  heat  of 
chivalrous  ardor,^  many  had  parted  from  their  friends  and  kin, 
unconscious  of  the  liardsliips  and  loneliness  it  entailed.  These 
things, — the  march,  the  camp,  its  sickness. — impressed  them  and 
they  wept  as  they  remeiTibered  happier  days,  for  they  had  as  yet, 
no  victories  to  give  them  cheer.  A  sutler  came  to  Camp  Palmer, 
but  his  stay  was  short.  A  chaplain  also  put  in  an  appearance, 
but  he  failed  to  win  the  men.  An  attempt  was  made  to  enforce 
church  attendance,  luit  af^er  a  few  attempts,  the  idea  Was  aban- 
doned, and  the  clergyrnnn  soon  resigned,  since  not  enough  at- 
tended to  read  the  responses. 

It  had  been  known  for  several  weeks  that  the  organization 
of  the  regiment  as  "Harlan's  Independent  Light  Cavalry"  was 
irre^>ular,  as  Congress  had  only  authorized  the  raising  of  the  regi- 
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rnents  by  States.  On  the  13th  of  November  it  was  attached 
to  tlie  Pennsylvania  State  organization,  and  received  the  official 
designation  "Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,"  tliough  many 
tliought  it  would  have  been  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
The  men  were  not  a  little  disappointed  at  receiving  so  high  a 
number,  for  soldiers  like  to  be  considered  veterans  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  low  numbered  regiments  savor  of  long  service. 
But  the  feeling  of  disappointment  soon  wore  away,  and  the 
men  of  the  Eleventh  became  proud  of  their  number;  for  a  name 
or  number  made  honorable  by  gallant  service,  though  the  re- 
ceiving of  such  may  be  contrary  to  wish,  is  worn  with  honor — 
valor  has  given  it  distinction,  its  members  become  heroes. 


-  -     '  CHAPTER  II.  ;. 

ON   THE   MARCH    AND   CAMT   HAMILTON. 

On  the  i/tli  of  November  the  regiment  broke  camp  and 
recrossed  the  Potomac.  The  Long  Bridge  was  undergoing  re- 
pairs and  the  men  were  compehed  to  ride  by  file  over  planks 
temporarily  laid  down,  wdiich  caused  a  long  delay,  and  they 
sat  shivering  in  a  cold  wind  which  swept  down  the  river.  xA.!! 
the  convalescents  from  the  regimental  hospital  had  been  ordered 
to  join  their  companies  when  the  regiment  broke  camp.  Many 
had  been  suffering  from  measles  and  the  exposure  caused  them 
to  contract  colds,  so  that  many  were  discharged  before  the  winter 
was  over. 

When  the  river  had  been  crossed  the  regiment  marched 
down  Pennsylvania  Avenue  out  to  the  dilapidated  village  of 
Bladensburg  where  the  night  was  spent.  Bladensburg  was  fa- 
mous in  the  early  years  of  the  century  as  a  duelling  ground, 
when  such  was  the  method  of  avenging  personal  affronts  or  in- 
justice. 

The  regiment  broke  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  i8th,  con- 
tinuing its  march,  and  made  an  impressive  appearance  as  it ' 
■marched  over  the  hills  and  through  the  woods  of  Maryland.  The 
roads  were  not  fenced  on  either  side  as  in  the  Xorth,  and  as 
the  line  of  march  led  across  plantations,  the  darkies  turned  out 
to  get  their  first  sicrht  of  '*de  sojers."  They  lined  the  way  with 
•dusky  faces,  some  had  probably  never  seen  so  many  people 
together  at  one  time,  and  as  they  looked  on  in  amazement  at 
the  novel  sight  they  asked  each  other  if  "dem's  all  de  people  in 
de  wuld?"  Towanls  evening  the  regiment  went  into  camp  near 
an  old  convent,  the  sole  occupants  of  which  appeared  to  be  two 
•sisters.     An  aged  priest  dwelt  in  a  li-nise  near  by. 

The  sisters  began  to  give  ilie  men  something  to  eat,  but 
soon  found  that  rather  taxing  u[)on  tiieir  resources,  and  com- 
Tiienced  to  charge  for  supplies,  but  money  being  very  scarce, 
the  -old  ladies  were  soon  without  visitors.  The  soldiers  could 
^at.  but  not  buy. 

Sergeant    Cruik>-li.'ink    tlui^    speaks    of    breaking    camp    the 
next  morning:  'T  \va>  nuicli  iiUere.-ted  tiie  next  morning  watch- 
in"'  the  breaking  u\^  oi  our  camp:  at  one  moment  the  sun  was 
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shining  on  the  array  of  tents,  the  next,  at  the  sound  of  the  bugle, 
they  had  all  disappeared."  After  a  pleasant  march  of  twelve 
miles,  Annapolis  was  reached  in  the  afternoon.  Quite  a  body 
of  Massachusetts  troops  had  been  collected  there,  who  afterward 
composed  the  Burnside  expedition,  and  they  turned  out  to  wel- 
come our  regiment.  Camp  was  pitched  near  St.  John's  Hos- 
pital, the  only  new^  building  in  the  place;  the  rest  were  some- 
what of  an  older  type.  (3wing  to  the  non-arrival  of  transports, 
the  regiment  remained  in  Annapolis  several  days,  during  which 
there  was  daily  drill  on  the  college  campus. 

Amid  the  sounds  of  martial  music  and  tread  of  armed 
hosts  hymeneal  bells  sometimes  are  heard,  while  soldiers  pause 
for  marriage  vows.  On  the  Sunday  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
transports,  at  othcers'  call.  Colonel  Spear  broke  the  news  that 
he  w^as  to  be  married  by  the  chaplain.  Dr.  Stewart,  after  service 
at  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  would  be  very  giad  if  the  officers 
of  the  regiment  Vvould  attend  the  ceremony.  All  spruced  up 
and  w^ent  to  the  church,  and  after  service  waited  for  the  nuptial 
ceremony, — which  did  not  take  place.  Mrs.  R.  Penn  Smith 
had  become  excited  over  the  difficulty  of  finding  the  clerk  of  the 
court  and  getting  the  license.  After  the  license  had  been  gotten 
by  the  colonel  the  lady  declined  having  a  public  wedding.  They 
W'Cre  married  in  the  evening  at  the  hotel.  At  mess  Chaplain 
Stewart  was  telling  the  reasons  why  Mrs.  Smith  would  not  be 
married  after  service,  when  Lieutenant  Rice,  sitting  on  a  mess 
chest  at  the  table,  remarked:  ''Yes,  yes,  he  had  better  not  mar- 
ried her  at  all,  for  she's  a  nervous  old  woman." 

The  sta}'  at  Annapolis  w^as  a  pleasant  one.  The  men  were 
given  considerable  freedom;  whoever  desired  could  explore  the 
old  town  to  their  heart's  content.  Fish  and  oysters  were  abun- 
dant and  cheap;  those  with  money  could  buy;  those  without — 
beg,  catch,  or  steal — no  one  (of  the  regiment)  suffer^!  from  want. 
The  Naval  Academy  was  closed  for  the  reason  that  it  had  been 
moved  to  Newport.  R.  I.,  the  previous  spring.  It  was  in  the 
Capitol  building  General  Washington  resigned  his  commission 
to  Congress  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  and  local  tradition 
still  held  dear  the  times  Washington  had  shared  its  hospitality. 

The  regiment  was  then  transferred  to  Fortress  ^lonroe  and 
encamped  on'  the  road  to  Hampton.  Camp  Hamilton  was 
destined  to  be  the  home  of  the  regiment  for  several  months.  It 
seemed  like  a  new  world  to  the  men,  for  most  of  them  had  lived 
among  the  hills  and  mountains  of  Pennsylvania,  but  were  now 
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in  a  country  of  [)lain<.  tlioui^h  tlu;  \\\h)ds  were  dense  and  beauti- 
ful, and  full  of  a  new  species  of  trees. 

The  change  from  the  vicinity  of  Washington  to  Fortress  Mon- 
roe was  a  good  one  for  the  Eleventh.  General  Wood  was  an 
old  "regular"  who  understood  the  handling  of  troops.  The 
first  thing  done  was  the  building  of  stables  for  the  horses.  The 
regiment  had  several  carpenters  in  irs  ranks,  most  of  whom  were 
detailed,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieutenant  Rice,  six- 
double  stables  were  built,  each  of  which  had  room  for  two  hun- 
dred and  six  horses.  The  wedge  tents  which  had  previously 
been  used  were  turned  over  to  the  quartermasters,  and  Sibley 
tents  were  issued  in  their  place — a  tent  which  greatly  added  to 
comfort.  While  the  building  was  going  on  the  men  took  enough 
lumber  to  floor  their  tents  and  to  build  doorways.. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
it  w-as  fully  armed  with  sabers  and  pistols,  also  ten  carbines  to 
each  company.  All  the  companies  except  Company  A  were 
uniformed  before  leaving  Camp  Harlan,  and  by  the  time  Camp 
Hamilton  was  reached,  the  Tnen  of  that  company  were  rather 
unusual  in  their  dress;  the  company  was  excused  from  parade 
and  inspections,  but  one  day  it  was  ordered  out  in  full  uniform. 
The  weather  was  pleasant,  and  Captain  Stratton  obeyed  the 
order,  so  far  as  possible,  to  the  very  letter.  He  requested  the 
men  to  appear  on  parade  in  their  stable  jackets.  The  eftect 
was  rather  startling,  since  there  were  several  ladies  in  camp, 
but  it  accomplished  its  end,  and  hastened  the  long  needed  Gov- 
ernment clothing. 

The  equipment  of  the  volunteer  army  by  the  Government 
was  rather  grotesque,  since  a  lot  of  useless  ecjuipments  were  is- 
sued. Each  cavalryman  received  a  lariat  rope  and  pin — all  right, 
perhaps,  out  on  the  Western  plains,  but  rather  out  of  place  in  a 
cavalry  regiment,  unless  they  were  expected  to  capture  the  Con- 
lederacv.  F.ach  artilleryman  had  a  saber  of  no  use  whatever, 
-except  on  occasions  of  ceremony;  and  to  the  non-commissioned 
■officers  in  the  infantry,  long,  slender  swords  were  given,  wdiich 
were  on  a  par  with  the  sabers.  If  a  premium  had  been  offered 
for  an  odd,  unsightly,  ungainly  uniform,  especially  along  the 
line  of  ornamental  headgear,  the  board  of  army  otTicers  wdiich 
concocted  the  uniforms  worn  by  the  enlisted  men  during  '6i 
would  have  carried  oft  first  prize.  The  dress  coat  of  the  in- 
fantry, together  with  the  brass  shoulder  scales  worn  by  all  en- 
listed men,  made  a  decided  impression;  the  forage  caps  and  the 
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big  dress  hat.  with  its  wide  brim  star  q-azing-,  its  bio-  feather 
streaming,  its  brass  trimmings  gleaming,  were  a  sight — a  circus 
number. 

The  army  dress  was  not.  at  first,  tailor  fashion,  and  many 
a  slender  m.an,  when  rigged  out  in  full  regalia,  made  a  startling 
effect — on  the  birds.  But  these  useless  equipments  and  append- 
ages were  practically  eliminated  from  the  army  during  the  cam- 
paigns of  1862.  The  lariat  ropes  and  pins  of  the  cavalry  were 
gotten  rid  of,  the  brass  shoulder  scales  were  thrown  away, — the 
roads  up  the  peninsula  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Williamsburg 
were  filled  with  them, — more  practical  equipments  and  wearing 
apparel  w^ere  given  to  all. 

The  commanding  officer  of  Camp  Hamilton  was  Colonel 
Max  Weber,  of  the  Twentieth  New  York  Volunteers.  Colonel 
Weber  was  a  native  of  Germanv,  and  had  received  a  militarv 
education  in  his  native  country.  He  served  with  distinction  in 
the  unsuccessful  uprising  in  1848-49,  and  with  other  leaders  of 
the  Revolutionar}'  party,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  Ihe 
other  infantry  regiments  at  Camp  Hamilton  were  the  First  Dela- 
ware, Colonel  Andrews;  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts,  Colonel 
Wyman;  and  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Jones — 
all  oi  which  returned  their  battle  tiags  to  the  adjutant-general 
of  their  respective  States,  marked  v.itli  the  names  of  the  battle 
fields  upon  which  they  had  waved  amid  shot  and  shell,  where 
their  possessors  had  vv^on  imperishable  renown. 

:  There  was  another  infantry  organization  at  Camp  Plamilton, 
the  Ninety-ninth  New  York.  Colonel  Wardrope.  recruited  for 
coast  service,  and  it  was  frecjuently  called  the  "Naval  Brigade" 
and  "Coast  Guard.''  During  the  war  a  large  number  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Ninety-ninth  served  on  the  army  gunboats 
in  the  tide-water  region  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  The 
crew  of  the  "Congress"  at  the  time  of  the  naval  battle  in 
Hampton  Roads  were  from  the  Ninety-ninth. 

The  mounted  troops  besides  the  Fleventh  at  Camp  Hamil- 
ton, was  the  battalion  of  New  York  Mounted  Ritlemen,  Major 
Dodge,  which  was  afterwards  increased  to  a  regiment,  with  ilie 
major  as  its  colonel.  The  light  artillery  was  batteries  D  and  L. 
of  the  Fourth  United  States,  commanded  by  Captains  Fallett 
and  Howard. 

General  Wood  was  wont  to  look  after  the  mounted  detail 
of  his  command,  instead  of  trusting  to  his  staff  officers,  as  the 
army  regulations  contemplated.     He  made  frequent  visits  to  the 
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regimciUal  camps  of  his  command,  and  nothing  escaped  his  no- 
tice. His  discipline  was  severe  but  just;  the  men  were  made  to 
feel  they  had  rights  as  well  as  duties,  and  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  duties  was  the  best  way  to  ensure  tlie  former,  with  privi- 
leges added.  Instead  of  being  restricted  to  a  single  railroad 
track  for  supplies,  which  was  the  case  at  Washington,  General 
Wood  had  both  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  ocean,  and  an 
abundance  of  supplies  was  received  for  man  and  beast;  vegetables 
and  milk  could  be  obtained  from  the  farmers  living  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  camp,  and  soon  a  new  status  of  attairs  was  felt  in  the 
entire  camp.  The  horses  were  soon  in  good  condition  and 
mounted  drill  was  the  order  of  the  day.  '  At  first  the  regiment 
was  taught  the  double  rank  drill,  which  was  continued  imtil 
after  the  ist  of  January.  1862.  when  General  Cook's  single 
rank  tactics  were  ade^pted  and  used  until  the  following  spring,  an 
order  then  being  received  to  return  to  the  orii^inal  tactics,  an 
order  which  was  gladly  obeyed  by  Colonel  Spear.  After  the 
war,  double  rank  formation  was  abolished  and  the  single  rank, 
with  some  modification,  was  adopted  in  its  place. 

A  regimental  band  was  organized  at  Camp  Hamilton  by 
detailing  men  who  had.  or  who  fancied  they  had,  musical  ability. 
During  the  winter  they  made  a  fair  degree  of  progress.  Its  m- 
tentions  were  well  meant,  but  it  had  the  usual  objections  that  ac- 
company a  new  band — something  out  of  harmony.  We  have 
all  enjoyed  (?)  such  practice.  The  band  was  mounted  on  dun- 
colored  horses  which  became  proficient  in  tactics  long  before 
their  riders  did  in  music.  But  Orpheus  by-and-by  breathed 
upon  them  and  they  could  pla\'.  The  band  was  involuntarily 
disbanded  on  the  29th  of  June.  1864,  at  Reams  Station. 

The  first  picket  duty  done  by  the  Eleventh  was  after  the 
middle  of  January,  1862.  and  the  nearest  rebel  picket  was  at  Big 
Bethel  (about  eight  miles  from  Camp  Hamilton)  with  cavalry 
videttes  about  two  miles  nearer,  on  the  Black  River  and  Sawyer 
Swamp  Roads.  The  Union  picket  line  was  on  the  west  side 
of  the  village  of  Hampton  with  a  vidette  at  the  forks  of  the 
New  Market  Bridge  and  Xew  Bridge  Roads.  The  only  use 
made  of  the  cavalry  for  picket  duty  was  to  send,  four  times 
everv  twenty-four  hours,  a  sergeant  with  a  squad  of  men  to  the 
New  Market  Bridge,  a  duty  which  was  relieving  to  the  men.  as  it 
broke  the  monotony  of  camp  life.  But  few  of  the  enemy  were 
seen  during  the  winter.  :.    ,. 

•    The  village  of  Hampton  was  the  western  limit  of  the  camp, 
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and  is  located  on  both  sides  of  Hampton  Crcck.  All  of  the  town, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  creek  was  burned  in  Auj^aist  of  '6i,  by 
order  of  the  Confederate  General  Magruder.  to  prevent  the 
Northern  troops  from  using  the  place  for  quarters  the  ensuing 
whiter.  Among  the  ruins  at  Hampton  was  the  Episcopal 
Church,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  United  States,  being  built  of 
brick  imported  from  England,  early  in  the  eighteenth  century. 
In  the  graveyard  which  surrounded  the  old  church  was  a  neat 
modern  monument,  made  distinct  by  the  old  types  of  tombstones, 
wliich  had  l)een  erected  at  the  "rave  of  a  serg^eant  of  artillerv 
who  had  been  accidentally  killed  at  the  Fortress  a  year  or  two 
previous — the  monument  had  been  placed  there  by  his  com- 
rades. Earth  had  been  thrown  up  against  the  brick  wall  sur- 
rounding the  graveyard  converting  it  into  a  breastwork. 
Spring  flowers  came  up  in  the  openings  amid  the  ruins,  as  if 
nature  was  endeavoring  to  hide  the  ravages  of  man,  to  add 
something  of  beauty  to  the  scene  of  ruin.  There  were  only  two- 
small  frame  houses  left  standing  on  the  west  side. 

On  the  14th  of  February  the  Eleventh,  under  Colonel  Spear, 
made  a  reconnaissance  toward  Big  Bethel.  When  the  advance 
guard  arrived  at  Little  Bethel,  they  found  the  abandoned  quar- 
ters of  the  enemy's  reserve  picket,  which  had  evidently  beat 
a  hasty  retreat.  The  regiment  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Big 
Bethel,  when  it  countermarched  and  returned  to  camp.  This 
w^as  the  first  time  the  whole  regiment  had  advanced  into  the 
enemy's  country. 

The  following  is  Major  Wetherill's  story  of  the  regimental 
cat:  "On  arriving  ]\[arch  1st  at  the  camp  allotted  to  us  by  General 
Palmer,  while  my  servant  was  busy  putting  up  my  tent,  being 
thirsty,  I  walked  over  to  a  somewhat  demolished  house  a  couple 
of  hundred  yards  away  to  get  water  from  the  well.  As  I  sat  on 
the  porch  a  half-starved  cat  ilew^  hastily  out  of  the  cellar  window, 
and,  seeing  a  stranger,  at  once  flew  back,  I  returned  to  camp 
after  satisfying  my  thirst,  and  getting  some  cold  meat  went  back 
again.  When  I  stepped  out  upon  the  porch  the  cat  sprang  out 
again,  and  before  slie  could  get  back  I  threw  a  small  piece  of 
meat  before  her,  which  she  ate.  I  then  set  down  the  plate  of 
meat,  wdiich  was  greedily  devoured.  After  she  had  emptied  it, 
I  started  to  go  back  to  camp  and  the  cat  followed.  She  re- 
mained in  my  tent  until  we  had  orders  to  march  to  Annapolis, 
when  my  servant  put  her  in  a  basket  and  carried  her  over  to  the 
commissary  department. 
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*'Tlic  cat  remained  with  the  regiment  all  through  the  war, 
visiting  around  when  camps  were  estabUshed,  the  headquarters  of 
the  ofticers  and  men.  She  became  a  favorite  in  the  regiment,  and 
whenever  the  order  was  given  to  move  the  men  would  say, 
*Where  is  puss?  Send  her  to  the  commissary  wagon.'  The 
cat  learned  to  know  that  the  commissary  wagon  was  her  home 
when  the  regiment  was  on  the  march,  and  as  soon  as  the  regiment 
was  in  camp  would  begin  again  her  visits.  When  the  regiment 
was  mustered  out  in  1865  at  Philadelphia,  the  cat  was  drawn  for 
by  the  orderly  sergeants  of  the  twelve  companies  and  was  taken 
home  by  one  of  them." 


CHAPTER  III. 

HAMPTON    ROADS. 

During  the  winter  refugees,  deserters,  and  contrabands 
from  the  enemy's  country  brought  word  from  time  to  time  that 
the  Confederates  were  constructing  an  iron-clad  marine  mon- 
ster at  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  which  would  devour  all  on  land 
and  sea.  Little  attention  was  given  to  this  report,  regarding  it 
as  a  wild  rumor  intended  to  create  alarm.  After  the  destruction 
of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yards,  the  Confederates  raised  the  sunken 
"Merrimac"  and  lined  her  sides  with  steel  plates  and  rails.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  March  a  heavy  black  smoke  was  seen 
approaching  from  the  direction  of  Norfolk,  which  proved  to 
be  the  craft  of  Avhich  so  much  had  been  heard  during  the  winter. 
She  steamed  directly  toward  the  frigate  "Cumberland,"  which 
was  anchored  near  Newport  News.  The  two  days'  naval  battle 
then  began,  when  the  reign  of  wooden  vessels  ended  and  the 
era  of  iron  vessels  began.  The  "Merrimac"  wrought  terrific  de- 
struction that  afternoon;  like  a  demon  she  poured  forth  fire  and 
death,  an  irresistible  monster,  something  like  the  fabled  terrors 
of  the  sea.  By  nightfall  the  "Cumberland"  had  been  sunk,  the 
"Congress"  had  run  up  the  white  flag,  and  the  "^lerrimac"  appar- 
.  ently  had  the  rest  of  the  Union  fleet  at  her  mercy,  only  waiting 
•   for  the  dawn  of  another  day  to  complete  her  victory. 

During  the  afternoon  the  Eleventh  was  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Newport  News  where  an  attack  was  expected  to  be  made  by 
the  enemy  under  General  Magruder.  Never  was  the  call  "boots 
and  saddles"  more  readily  responded  to  than  on  this  occasion. 
Real  war  was  in  the  air;  the  thundering  of  guns  had  shaken  the 
air  and  the  regiment  was  soon  on  its  way  to  the  scene  of  con- 
flict. As  Newport  News  was  neared,  a  number  of  the  crew 
of  the  "Congress"  were  met,  nil  of  whom  bore  marks  of  the 
battle — their  faces  were  blackened  with  powder  and  some  were 
covered  with  blood — the  first  blood  the  men  of  the  Eleventh 
had  seen  shed  by  tlie  enemy. 

It  was  nearly  night  when  Newport  News  was  reached  and 
the  fighting  for  the  day  had  about  closed.  Company  A  was 
left  at  Newmarket  Bridge  on  picket  and  a  company  was  sent 
out  from  Newport  News  for  the  same  purpose  upon  the  arrival  | 
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of  the  reolmcnt  at  that  place.  Th.e  men  were  supposed  to 
"stand  to  liorse"  all  ni^^dit,  but  they  had  not  yet  learned  strict 
obedience,  and  many  stole  away  after  dark  to  learn  the  new^. 
The  reports  were  tar  i'r()Tn  eheeriui^^ — two  war  vessels  had  been 
destroyed,  and  what  the  morrow  would  luring-  forth,  save  destruc- 
tion, none  dared  to  guess.  All  felt  that  after  destroying  the  fleet, 
the  *'AIerrimac"  and  her  consorts  would  turn  their  fire  upon  the 
land  forces,  so  that  with  a  Heet  in  front  and  an  army  in  our 
rear,  surrender  would  soon  be  the  final  issue.  Not  an  inspiring- 
situation,  except  to  arouse  grim  resolution.  Still  the  men  of 
the  Eleventh  did  not  lose  heart;  there  were  many  things  to 
divert  their  thoughts  from  the  gravity  of  their  surroundings, 
chief  of  these,  the  magnificent  scene  produced  by  the  tiring. 
The  commanding  officer  of  the  ''Congress,**  seeing  that  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  fighting  would  end  in  the  complete  destruction 
of  his  ship  and  crew,  and  that  the  result  of  resistance  would  merit 
nothing  save  personal  bravery,  ran  up  the  wdiite  fiag.  The 
enemy  then  attempted  to  board  their  prize,  but  the  forces  on 
shore,  regarding-  the  ship  as  rel)el  property,  opened  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  on  those  attempting  to  tc'ke  pos- 
session of  her,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  the  enemy.  The 
commander  of  the  rebel  fleet,  since  it  was  impracticable  to  seize 
the  ship,  ordered  her  to  be  set  on  fire  by  hot  shot.  The  scene 
which  followed  is  described  by  the  Confederate  General  Col- 
ston in  the  Century  Magacinc,  writing  on  the  battle  between  the 
"Merrimac*'  and  the  "Monitor*':  ''And  now  followed  one  of  the 
grandest  episodes  of  the  splendid  yet  sombre  drama.  Night 
had  come,  mild  and  calm,  refulgent  with  the  beauty  of  Southern 
skies  in  early  spring.  The  moon  in  her  second  quarter  was 
just  rising  over  tlic  rippling  waters,  but  her  silvery  light  was 
soon  paled  by  the  confiagration  of  the  'Congress*  whose  lurid 
glare  was  reflected  on  the  river.  The  burning  frigate  four  miles 
away  seemed  much  nearer.  As  the  flames  crept  up  the  rigging, 
every  mast,  spar,  and  rope  glittered  against  the  sky  in  dazzling 
lines  of  fire.  The  hull,  aground  upon  the  shore,  was  plainlx'  visible, 
and  upon  its  black  surface  each  porthole  seemed  the  mouth  of  a 
fiery  furnace.  For  hours  the  flames  raged  with  hardly  a  per- 
ceptil>le  change  in  the  wondrous  picture.  At  irregular  inter- 
vals loaded  guns  and  shells,  exploding  as  the  fire  reached  them, 
sent  forth  their  deep  reverberations,  re-echoed  over  and  over 
again  from  every  headland  of  the  bay.  The  masts  and  rigging 
were  still  standing,  apparently  almost   intact,  when  about   two 
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o'clock  in  the  morning-  a  monstrous  sheet  of  flame  leaped  from 
the  vessel  to  an  inmiense  height.  The  sky  was  rent  in  twain 
by  the  tremendous  tlash.  Blazing  fragments  seemed  to  fill  the 
air,  and  after  a  long  interval,  a  deep,  deafening  report  an- 
nounced the  explosion  of  the  ship's  powder  magazine.  When 
the  blinding  glare  had  subsided,  one  supposed  every  vestige  of 
the  vessel  would  have  disappeared,  but  apparently  all  the  force  of 
the  explosion  had  been  upward.  The  rigging  had  vanished  en- 
tirely, but  the  hull  seemed  hardly  shattered,  the  only  apparent 
change  was  the  blowing  of  two  or  three  port-holes  into  a  great 
gap.  It  continued  to  blaze  tmtil  the  brightness  of  its  glare  was 
eclipsed  by  the  morning  sun." 

We  quote  from  Colonel  Wetherill's  diary;  "On  December 
I2th,  I  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  was  transferred 
to  the  liospital  at  Hygeia  Hotel,  remaining  there  until  the  29th  of 
the  same  month,  when.  I  went  home  and  did  not  return  to  the 
regiment  until  the  3d  of  February,  1862.  A  rumor  would  oc- 
casionally circulate  of  the  great  results  that  would  come  from 
a  new  iron-clad  re1:)el  vessel,  and  on  Sunday  morning,  2^Iarch 
9th,  1862,  cannonading  was  heard  in  tlie  direction  of  Newport 
News.  The  infantry  under  Major-general  Weber  left  before 
dinner,  one  squadron  of  tlie  Eleventh  under  Lieutenant-colonel 
Spear  taking  the  advance.  After  dmner  our  regiment  received 
orders  to  move,  which  Colonel  Harlan  delayed  so  that  we  did 
not  get  off  until  after  3  p.  m. 

"Before  reaching  Newport  News  we  met  the  crews  of  the 
'Congress'  and  'Cumberland/  about  three  hundred  marching 
under  wounded  boatswains,  who  informed  us  of  the  result  of 
the  dav.  After  answering  all  our  questions  one  of  the  boatswains 
asked,  'What  do  you  fellows  expect  to  do  down  there  with 
horses?' 

"We  reached  Newport  News  about  nightfall,  and  were 
massed  in  close  colunm  of  squadrons  on  the  right  of  Weber's 
division  of  infantry,  renting  on  our  arms.  Soon  a  light  was  seen 
issuing  from  the  'Congress.'  As  the  tide  fell  she  grounded  and 
fell  over  on  her  port  side — a  fortunate  thing  for  us,  as  it  pointed 
her  starboard  guns  a1)ove  our  heads  so  that  as  the  tire  reached 
them,  they  went  off,  doing  no  harm.  Tiie  magazine  went  otY 
about  2  A.  >.L'and  was  a  grand  sight. 

"As  1  was  going  down  the  long  steps  at  Newport  Xew^  I 
met  General  Manstleld,  who  asked  me  where  I  w'as  going.  I 
said:   'To  the   sutler's   for  breakfast.'     He   advised   me   to  wait 
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awhile  as  the  'Monitor'  had  arrived  at  midnight  and  as  soon  as 
the  fog  Hfted  the  'Merrimac'  would  return  t«j  hnish  the  'Minne- 
sota,' which  was  aground.  When  tlie  fog  raised  the  'Mcrrimac' 
was  seen  approaching  from  Elizabeth  River  and  took  a  position- 
to  rake  the  'Minnesota.'  The  'Z^lonitor'  steamed  out  from  the 
starboard  side  of  the  'Minnesota,'  and  when  within  five  hundred 
yards,  fired  her  first  shot,  which  struck  above  the  waterline, 
stoppping  the  headway  of  the  'Merrimac,'  and  perceptibly  heel- 
ing her  up  behind.  Both  vessels  then  became  enveloped  in 
smoke,  the  only  effect  visible  was  the  glancing  shot.  Although 
the  vessels  were  interlocked  for  four  hours — so  stated  by  their 
officers — I  could  have  sworn  they  were  engaged  but  an  hour. 
At  length  the  smoke  cleared  and  ;t  was  noticed  that  the  'Merri- 
mac' was  retreating.  The  shouts  of  the  20,000  who  had  escaped 
capture,  I  shall  never  forget.*' 

The  witnesses  of  the  scene  will  never  forget  it.  The  morn- 
ing of  the  9th  came,  and  the  "Merrimac"  steamed  from  the 
anchorage  near  Sewell's  Point,  her  officers  expecting  to  quickly 
destroy  the  "Minnesota"'  and  the  other  war  vessels  in  Hampton 
Roads.  But  a  night  had  passed,  and  with  the  morning  came 
a  factor  not  counted  upon,  so  that,  instead  of  adding  to  her 
victories  of  the  previous  day,  the  "Merrimac"  was  destined  to 
bow  to  defeat. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  the  regiment  returned  to 
camp,  leaving  Companies  C  and  M  under  Major  Runyon  at 
Newport  News.  While  the  sea  fight  was  in  progress,  the 
enemy's  troops,  under  General  Magruder  from  Yorktown,  came 
into  the  vicinity  of  Newport  Xews  and  were  held  in  readiness 
to  attack  our  land  forces  when  the  "Merrimac"  had  destroyed 
^,  the  Union  fleet  and  could  lend  her  fire  in  a  land  battle. 

Sergeant  Cruikshank  has  given  a  brief  note  of  the  naval 
battle:  "After  breakfast,  we  saddled,up  and  started  out  for  picket 
duty.  As  we  crossed  the  open  grounds  between  our  camp  and 
Hampton,  a  full  view  of  the  Roads  was  afforded.  There  lay 
the  'iVIinnesota,'  still  aground,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Eliza- 
beth River  came  the  '^lerriniac,'  heading  directly  toward  her. 
As  she  approached,  what  seemed  to  us  a  black  speck,  moved  out 
from  behind  the  '^linnesota,'  and  made  for  the  rebel  rauL  The 
excitement  among  us  was  intense.  Many  of  the  men  stood  up  in 
the  saddles  to  get  a  better  view.  The  antagonists  were  so  dis- 
proportionate in  size,  it  reminded  one  of  the  story  of  David 
and  Goliath.     At  first  the  ram  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  her 
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puny  foe,  but  when  they  came  to  close  quarters,  aud  the  'Moni- 
tor' opened  fire  with  her  eleven-inch  guns,  then  she  had  her 
equal.  They  were  soon  enveloped  in  smoke,  and  the  woods  in- 
ter\'ening-  w^ere  lost  to  sight,  but  the  roar  of  tlie  conflict  con- 
tinued, occasionally  emphasized  by  a  broadside  from  the  'j\Iinne- 
sota/  The  noise  seemed  to  drift  away,  and  it  was  not  until  our 
return  to  camp  at  night  that  we  heard  the  result." 

December  number  of  Everybody' s  Magazine  has  given  a 
graphic  account  of  the  battle  between  the  ''Monitor"  and  "Merri- 
mac,"  written  by  the  navigating  officer  of  the  "Monitor:" 

"Sunday,  March  9th,  dawned  clear  and  cloudless.  Soon 
after  seven  o'clock  the  ']Merrimac'  was  reported  coming  down 
from  Norfolk,  and  instantly  all  was  life  on  the  'Monitor/  The 
iron  hatches  w^ere  closed,  death  light  covers  were  put  on,  and 
every  obstruction  removed  from  the  main  deck,  which  was  only 
twelve  inches  above  the  water,  unbroken  save  by  the  turret  and 
pilot  house.  The  preparations  concluded,  the  officers  and  men 
took  their  stations  for  the  coming  fight.  Lieutenant  Worden 
directed  operations  from  the  pilot  house,  a  wrought  iron  structure 
well   formed  near  the  bow^  and  projecting  four  feet  above  the 

.  deck,  whence  a  speaking  tube  ran  to  the  turret  in  the  center  of 
the  vessel.  By  Lieutenant  Worden's  side  was  Howard,  the  pilot, 
who  steered  the  'Monitor'  during  the  engagement. 

"Lieutenant  Greene  commanded  in  the  turret  with  charge 
of  the  machinery  which  controlled  the  revolving  of  the  turret,  and 
with  Stimers  as  a  volunteer  assistant.  Each  of  the  two  guns  in 
the  turret  w^as  manr.ed  by  a  crew  of  eight  men.  As  the  'Merri- 
niac'  came  dowm  from  Sewell's  Point,  followed  by  the  'James- 
town/ 'Yorktown,'  and  the  tug  'Teaser,'  the  'jNIonitor'  got  under 
way  and  headed  straight  for  her,  it  being  Lieutenant  W^orden's 

.  aim  to  meet  and  engage  her  as  far  as  possible  from  the  stranded 
and  helpless  'Minnesota.'  The  fight  began  with  a  broadside 
from  the  'Merrimac'  directed  at  the  'Minnesota.'  The  'Moni- 
tor* did  not  return  the  fire,  but  steamed  ahead  until  within 
close  range,  v.'hen  she  sent  a  shot  into  the  'Jamestown.'  The 
latter  and  her  two  wooden  consorts  at  once  retreated.  Then 
Lieutenant  Worden,  changing  the  course  of  the  *?^Ionitor'  by  a 
maneuver  as  quick  as  it  was  skillful,  brought  her  alongside  the 
'Merrimac,'  stopped  the  engines,  and  again  gave  the  order  to 
ftre.  The  'Merrimac,'  answered  with  another  broadside  from  her 
ten  guns.  The  fight  had  begun  in  earnest.  After  the  first 
shock  of  combat   had   passed,  and   it   was   found  that  the  shot 
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from  the  'Merrimac*  had  failed  to  penetrate  our  armor,  and  that 
the  revolving  machinery  of  the  turret  was  uninjured,  all  on  board 
the  'Monitor'  took  heart.  We  had  l)ecn  confident  from  the  first 
that  our  vessel  would  do  good  service  in  quiet  waters;  we  now" 
knew  that  we  were  a  match  for  the  'Merrimac/  and  all  doubt 
as  to  the  issue  of  the  conflict  disappeared.  Following  the  tirst 
exchange  of  shot,  the  fighting  went  on  at  close  quarters.  Often 
the  distance  between  the  vessels  was  not  more  than  a  few  yards. 
Once,  when  they  were  almost  touching  each  other.  Lieutenant 
Greene  ordered  a  gun  sighted  at  the  'Aterrimac's'  waterline. 
The  shot  struck  exactly  where  it  was  intended  it  should,  and 
appparently  penetrated  the  ship.  'Splendid!  Splendid,  sir!'  ex- 
claimed Lieutenant  Worden,  through  his  speaking  tube.  'A 
few  more  like  that,  and  the  day  is  ours.  You  made  the  iron  fly.' 
"The  duel  between  the  '^Monitor'  and  the  '^Merrimac'  \va> 
fought  amid  a  veritable  rainstorm  of  iron,  and  to  a  thunderous 
accompaniment  from  all  the  batteries  around  Hampton  Roads, 
and  from  the  Confederate  warships  'Jamestown'  and  'Yorktown.' 
which  now  lay  at  a  safe  distance  to  the  south.  The  Confederate 
batteries  at  Sewell's  Point,  Craney  Island,  Big  Point,  and  Barrel 
Point,  all  hurled  solid  shot  at  long  range  at  the  'Monitor': 
Fortress  Monroe,  the  Federal  batteries  on  the  Rip  Raps  and  at 
Newport  News  Point,  and  the  'Alinnesota,'  aground  nearby,  kept 
lip  a  continual  tiring  at  the  'Merrimac,'  wdiile  a  mile  away,  oft 
Newport  News,  the  smoke  of  the  smouldering  'Congress'  added 
to  the  dense  clouds  v/hich  made  the  briglit  day  dark. 

''The  ii2:lit  went  on  for  hours.  A  shot  from  the  'Merrimac* 
striking  the  turret  oi  the  ' [Monitor'  would  produce  a  concussion 
which  occasionally  knocked  the  men  down,  but  caused  no  other 
injury,  while  the  'Merrimac'  signally  failed  to  run  us  down. 
Again  and  again,  she  tried  to  ram  the  '^Monitor.'  but  each  time 
Lieutenant  Worden.  by  the  skillful  use  of  the  holm,  avoided 
receiving  a  direct  l)low.  Soon  after  noon  a  shot  fired  at  close 
range  from  one  of  the  '^Merrimac's*  guns  struck  the  pilot  house 
of  the  'Monitor,'  shattered  one  log.  and  lifted  the  cover  of  the 
pilot  house.  Lieutenant  Worden  v,  as  knocked  down,  stunned, 
and  utterly  blinded  l)y  the  powder  wh.ich  filled  his  eyes.  The 
davlight  through  the  opening  mad.;-  him  think  the  pilot  house 
had  been  destroyed,  and  he  accordingly  ordered  Howard  to  j)Ut 
the  helm  to  starboard  and  sheer  oti.  At  the  same  time  he 
sent  for  Lieutenant  Greene,  who,  leaving  Stimers  in  charge  of 
the  turret,  at  once  responded  and  was  directed  to  take  conunand 


% 


r 


ii    "H 


COLONEL  JAMES  E.  FLEMING. 


HAMPTON    ROADS. 


33 


of  ihe  ship.  He  did  not  do  so,  however,  until  he  had  helped 
to  lead  Lieutenant  Worden  to  a  sofa  in  the  cabin,  where  he  was 
cared  for  by  Dr.  Logue.  Then  Lieutenant  Greene  took  his 
station  in  the  pilot  house,  and,  making-  a  hasty  examination, 
foimd  the  steering  gear  still  intact.  Meantime,  however,  the 
'Monitor'  had  followed  Lieutenant  Worden's  last  orders  and 
left  the  scene  of  battle.  When  Lieutenant  Greene  turned  her 
back,  perhaps  twenty  minutes  after  the  shell  had  struck  the 
pilot  house,  and  again  headed  her  in  the  direction  of  the  'Merri- 
mac,'  he  found  that  the  latter  wars  already  in  retreat." 

When  the  result  of  the  naval  battle  became  known,  Ma- 
gruder  withdrew  his  troops  and  returned  to  Yorktown.  As 
soon  as  the  "Merrimac"  returned  to  Norfolk  she  was  put  in 
dry  dock  for  repairs  and  returned  to  the  Roads  several  times 
afterwards.  On  the  nth  of  April  the  ''Merrimac,"  "Yorktown," 
"Jamestown,"  and  four  steam  gunboats  came  out  of  the  Elizabeth 
River.  The  Roads  were  full  of  transports  that  had  brought  sup- 
plies for  McClellan's  army.  The  wooden  vessels  retreated.  The 
"Jamestown"  succeeded  in  cutting  out  a  barque  and  twenty-two 
sloops,  near  Hampton,  wdiich  had  refused  to  obey  signals  to 
come  within  defensive  lines.  Just  before  midnight  the  "Merri- 
mac"  concluded  to  go  home,  and  fired  three  guns  at  our  vessels 
at  a  distance  of  four  miles.  The  "Stevens"  gunboat  replied, 
sending  a  shot  over  her  that  sent  up  a  high  column  of  water 
as  it  struck.  During  the  entire  day  the  French  and  English 
ships  steamed  up  and  were  in  close  relation  with  the  Confed- 
erates, much  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  soldiers,  who  would  not 
have  cared  if  a  wandering  shot  had  struck  them.  The  "Moni- 
tor" lay  all  day  like  a  log,  without  firing,  watching  every  move- 
ment of  her  antagonist.  The  "Merrimac"  appeared  once  or 
twice  afterwards,  but  lier  fighting  days  were  over,  and  the  en- 
gagement at  Hampton  Roads  had  become  a  new  point  for  naval 
focus. 

The  camp  of  the  Eleventh  soon  got  back  to  its  normal  con- 
dition. Mounted  drill  and  saber  exercise  on  foot  became  the 
order  of  the  day.  About  the  middle  of  April  a  reconnaissance 
was  made  to  Great  Bethel.  The  command  consisted  of  four 
companies  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  several  de- 
tachments of  infantry,  and  two  pieces  ot  artillery.  The  infantry 
went  as  far  as  Xew  Alarkct  Bridge;  the  cavalry  continued  on. 
Company  A  in  advance. 

At  Little  F>ethel  we  encountered  the  rebel  picket;  they  soon 

3 


34  ELEVENTH  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY. 

disappeared,  except  one  man  mounted  on  a  white  horse,  who 
would  halt  at  each  turn  in  the  road  and  seemed  anxious  to  learn 
what  was  behind.  At  length  a  major  from  Cic-neral  Wool's  staff. 
who  accompanied  us,  took  a  carbine  from  one  of  tiie  men,  and 
fired  at  him.  His  horse  gave  a  tremendous  jjound  and  he  dis- 
appeared up  the  road.  At  Great  Bethel  we  came  in  sight  of 
the  rebel  works,  filed  into  a  field,  and  halted.  We  could  plainly 
see  the  enemy  forining  and  getting  into  position  behind' their 
w^orks.  Lieutenant-colonel  Spear,  with  other  officers,  rode  up 
to  a  house  between  us  and  the  position  to  learn  wdiat  they  could — 
our  orders  were  to  gain  information  without  getting  into  a  fight. 
Soon  the  colonel  returned  and  as  he  reached  the  company,  gave 
the  order  "fours  right  about."  Captain  Stratton  asked  permis- 
sion to  countermarcli,  which  was  granted,  while  we  were  exe- 
cuting the  movement  and  were  still  facing  the  battery,  we  saw 
the  officer  who  had  gone  up  with  the  colonel  riding  toward  us. 
Suddenly  a  puff"  of  smoke  burst  from  the  rebel  battery.  The 
shot  struck  just  behind  the  officers,  hiding  them  in  a  shower 
of  dust  and  dirt.  The  shot  went  over  our  heads  and  landed 
alongside  of  the  company  in  the  rear.  They  were  thrown  into 
confusion,  and  were  breaking,  when  Colonel  Spear  rode  up  and 
restored  order.  Our  company  completed  the  movement,  halted 
every  man  in  liis  place,  but  there  was  looking  over  shoulders 
to  see  if  any  more  of  the  same  kind  were  coming.  It  was 
the  first  hostile  shot  that  had  been  fired  at  us. 
,  .  On  the  19th  of  March  troops  had  begun  to  arrive  from 
Washington,  and  for  days  a  constant  line  of  troops  was  passing 
the  camp.  Twent}'-cight  steamers  at  one  time  were  coimted 
coming  down  the  bay.  Sometimes  the  troops  would  be  landed 
in  the  night,  and  in  rain  storms,  when  the  poor  fellow's  would 
suft'er  intensely.  C)ne  morning  the  lofts  of  the  stables  were  found 
filled  with  infantry  who  had  taken  refuge  from  the  storm.  On 
April  6tli,  1862.  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  began  its  march  up 
the  peninsula.  After  the  departure  of  General  McClellan's 
armv,  General  \\  uol's  command  was  left  alone  at  Camp  Ham- 
ilton, nothing  to  disturb  its  quietude,  except  an  occasional 
visit  of  the  ''Merrimac"  to  the  Roads;  but  on  the  morning  of 
Mav  /th,  orders  were  received  to  prepare  for  a  review,  and  that 
the  reviewing  officers  would  l?e  President  Lincoln.  Secretaries 
Chase  and  Stanton.  The  line,  consisting  of  all  the  cavalry,  li^ht 
batteries,  and  infantry  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  Camp  Hamilton, 
was  formed  about  11  A.  ^L,  but  as  soon  as  the  troops  were  in  line, 
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an  or<icr  was  received  po.^tponing  the  ceremony  until  afternoon. 
In  the  afternoon  the  review  was  held,  the  Eleventh  holding  the 
right  of  the  line.  Many  of  the  men  being  desirous  to  see  the 
President,  returned  to  the  place  of  review.  Three  cheers  for 
"Uncle  Abe''"  were  given,  which  he  pleasantly  acknowledged, 
then  rode  away. 

The  next  day  orders  were  received  to  be  ready  to  move  at 
once.  In  the  afternoon  the  infantry  marched  to  the  fort  and 
embarked  on  transports.  Soon  the  P^irst  Delaware,  Twentieth 
New  York,  Fifty-eightli  Pennsylvania.  Ninety-ninth  New^  York 
moved  out  to  cross  the  James  River  for  the  attack  on  Norfolk. 
About  2  p.  M.  our  naval  vessels  moved  up,  shelled  out  Crany 
Island  and  .Sewell's  Point  batteries.  It  was  a  magnificent  sight. 
The  "Monitor"  scoured  all  along  Crnny  Island  up  Elizabeth 
River,  shelling  as  she  went.  All  this  time  the  "Merrimac"  had 
not  made  her  appearance.  Soon  a  black  smoke  was  seen  coming 
down  the  Elizabeth  River,  and  the  "Merrimac"  hove  in  sight. 
Like  frightened  sheep  seeking  the  protection  of  the  fold,  so  the 
wooden  vessels  hastened  back  to  the  protection  of  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. The  "Vanderbilt"  and  "Arago"  made  ready  to  run  down 
the  "Merrimac"  while  the. "Monitor"  quietly  took  her  place  in 
the  channel.  iVll  elevated  points  were  crowded  with  people 
anxiously  awaiting  the  battle.  The  "Merrimac"  came  close  to 
the  "Monitor."  Their  decks  were  covered  with  men,  who,  from 
the  shore,  appeared  to  be  having  a  pleasant  chat.  Not  a  shot 
was  fired,  and  after  considerable  fooHng,  the  "Merrimac"  went 
back  quietly  to  Norfolk.  Tlus^-gj^ii^l^lrappearance  as  a  war 
vessel.  Xixy  fJ'l^ 

The  New  York  Mounted  Rifles  crossed  the  river  on  this 
evening  and  we  were  left  at  Camp  Plamiiton  with  the  reflection 
that  the  old  militarv  humbus:  colonel  and  his  regiment  were 
not  wanted  in  any  active  command.  The  battery  at  the  Rip  Raps 
was  busy  all  night  shelling  Sew^ell's  Point.  On  Sunday,  ]\Iay 
3ith,  tidings  were  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Norfolk. 

On  Friday  morning  the  infantry,  which  had  been  on  trans- 
ports expecting  to  attack  Norfolk,  were  landed  and  marched 
back  to  camp,  putting  up  their  tents  a';  though  going  to  stay 
for  some  time.  The  "i\Ionitor"  again  moved  up,  shelled  Sew^ell's 
Point,  and  wefit  back.  .At  3  p.  u.  the  long  roll  sounded;  the 
men  w^erc  soon  in  line,  niarclied  to  ihe  fort  and  re-embarked. 
The  President,  who  was  at  the  fort,  assisted  in  getting  off  the 
expedition  for  the  capture  of  Norfolk.     A  detachment  of  Com- 
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pany  K  was  sent  to  the  fort  to  do  provost  duty,  and  a  patrol  v.a^ 
established.  While  President  Lincoln  was  out  riding-  alone  he- 
was  halted  by  a  private  who  demanded  the  countersign.  The 
President,  not  being  able  to  give  it,  was  held  by  the  patrol  for  a 
short  time,  until  a  staff  ofificer  came  and  relieved  the  difficulty. 
As  the  President  rode  away  he  complimented  the  man  for  doing 
his  duty.  Such  touches  as  these,  showing  the  intense  humanity 
of  Lincoln,  have  endeared  him  to  the  rank  and  file  of  men;  liim- 
self  from  their  ranks,  he  never  forgot  the  every-day  virtues  which 
prove  manhood  and  fidelity. 

The  next  day  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  were  entered  without 
any  op[X)sition.  The  Confederate  forces  had  all  been  sent  to 
reinforce  the  defences  around  Richmond,  and  the  "Merrimac" 
had  that  morning  been  blown  up  to  prevent  her  capture.  The 
mission  of  Camp  Hamilton,  so  far  as  the  Eleventh  was  concerned. 
was  practically  ended.  It  was  here  the  regiment  laid  the  foun- 
dations for  its  future  usefulness. 

On  May  12th  Colonels  Spear  and  Wetherill  were  ordered 
to  Norfolk  with  five  companies.  They  left  Fortress  Monroe 
on  May  15  and  reported  to  General  Vielle  at  Norfolk,  who  or- 
dered them  to  report  to  General  Robinson  at  Portsmouth.  The 
detachment  consisted  of  Companies  PI,  E,  G,  K,  and  L. 

On  May  17th  they  reported  to  General  Wyman,  and  Com- 
panies E  and  H  marched  to  take  possession  of  Suffolk,  Va..  29' 
miles  from  Norfolk.  Passing  through  Bowers  Hill,  where  a' 
recent  camp  of  the  First  Louisiana  revealed  itself,  some  battle 
flags,  etc.,  were  captured — first  trophies.  Suffolk  was  reached 
on  Sunday,  May  iSth.  just  as  the  citizens  were  leavincr  their  homes 
to  attend  church.  Passing  a  dwelling,  on  the  steps  of  which  a 
lady  and  her  curly-haired  son.  seven  or  eight  years  old.  were 
standing,  the  lad  took  off  his  hat  and  shouted,  ''Hurrah  for  Jeff' 
Davis!"  The  command  enjoyed  the  joke.  Colonel  Wetherill 
shook  his  finger  at  the  boy  as  his  mother  grabbed  him.  and 
laughingly  said.  "You  little  traitor." 

On  June  ist  twenty  men  under  Captain  Davidson  were 
sent  to  scout  the  Plackwater,  but  were  surprised  and  captured. 
They  fought  well,  but  were  outnumbered  and  only  surrendered 
after  the  last  charge  of  anununition  had  been  used.  This  was 
the  first  skirmish  of  the  regiment.  Ca))tain  Davidson  and  Lieu- 
tenant Fleming  returned  from  Lil)i)}  Prison  by  exchange  on 
August  24th.  There  were  those  who  believed  Colonel  Harlan 
was  the  cause  of  the  regiment  being  left   at   Fortress  Monroe 
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when  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  moved  up  the  peninsula,  but 
McClellan  has  said,  "Before  I  left  Washington  an  order  had 
been  issued  by  the  War  Department  placing  Fortress  Monroe 
and  the  dependencies  under  my  control  and  authorizing  me  to 
drawn  from  the  troops  under  General  Wool  a  division  of  about 
10,000  men  which  was  to  be  assigned  to  the  First  Corps.  Dur- 
ing the  night  of  the  2d,  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  army  stating  that  by  the  President's  order  I  was 
•  deprived  of  all  command  over  General  Wool  and  the  troops 
under  his  control;  that  I  was  forbidden  to  detach  any  of  his 
troops  without  his  sanction."  All  efforts  to  have  the  regiment 
attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  failed.  Colonel  Black 
told  Colonel  Wetheriil  the  night  before  he  left  for  Big  Bethel 
that  he  had  talked  with  ]\IcClellan  who  said  it  was  simply  im- 
possible. 

On  the  2(1  of  June  marching  orders  were  received,  and  the 
next  day  the  Companies  B,  D,  F,  I,  and  E  embarked  for  the 
White  House  Landing  on  the  Pamunkey  River,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Flarlan.  The  day  was  pleasant,  and  the  trip  up  the 
river  was  more  like  a  pleasure  excursion  than  a  move  toward 
thO'  front.  The  Pamunkey  is  a  narrow,  deep,  and,  in  some 
places,  a  very  crooked  stream,  so  that  the  forward  transport 
boa-ts  appeared  to  be  coming  back  to  those  in  the  rear — the 
boats  were  simply  going  round  a  bend.  Towards  night  the  White 
House  Landing  came  in  view,  and  a  busy  scene  presented  itself. 
The  river  for  a  long  distance  was  full  of  all  sorts  of  water-craft, 
from  a  canal  boat  to  the  largest  sized  river  steamboat,  nearly 
all  of  which  were  loaded  with  army  stores.  Several  gunboats 
were  in  a  convenient  position  for  defence,  ready  at  any  moment 
to  open  fire.  The  companies  soon  disembarked  and  went  into 
camp  a  short  distance  below  White  House. 

The  Eleventh  had  had  an  experience.  Though  not  actively 
engaged,  yet  a  factor,  nevertheless.  The  much-famed  "Merri- 
mac"  had  fought  and  lost.  Hampton  Roads  had  become  the 
scene  of  naval  ideas  undergoing  a  marked  change.  One  great 
danger  had  been  averted.  Northern  ports  were  safe,  at  least  for 
a  while;  one  hope  of  the  Confederacy  had  set.  The  victory 
of  the  ^'Monitor"  had  saved  the  land  forces  at  Hampton  from 
•being  hemmed  in  on  every  side.  The  battle  of  Hampton  Roads 
had  passed  into  history:  the  Eleventh  had  moved  to  new  scenes. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

WHITE    HOUSE    LANDING.       STUARt's    RAID. 

White  House  Landing  had  been  chosen  for  General  Mc- 
Clellan's  base  of  supplies,  since  the  landing-  was  one  of  the  bes: 
on  the  river,  and  the  Richmond  and  York  River  Railroad  crossed 
it  at  this  point  wdiich  made  it  possible  for  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment to  supply  the  troops  at  the  front,  both  by  rail  and  by 
wagon.  Great  piles  of  army  stores  were  heaped  up  about  the 
landing,  and  they  kept  increasing  during  the  stay  of  the  Eleventh. 

White  House  Landing  was  the  name  of  a  plantation  owned 
by  the  wife  of  Robert  E.  Lee.  She  was  the  granddaugliter  of 
Martha  Washington,  from  whom  the  estate  had  descended.  Tlie 
plantation  was  very  large — quite  typical — extending  up  and 
down  the  river,  and  contained  many  hundred  acres.  The  old 
Southern  mansion,  called  by  our  men  the  "White  House,"  was 
an  imassuming  structure,  situated  on  a  high  bluff  just  below 
the  Landing,  and  alYorded  a  good  view  of  the  river  in  both  di- 
rections. A  beautiful  lawn,  several  acres  in  extent,  surrounded 
the  house;  trees  and  shrubbery  gave  a  stately  appearance  to  tlie 
place.  The  grounds  were  guarded  by  a  detachment  of  regular? 
under  strict  orders  to  admit  none  except  a  few  privileged  person.-. 
This  caused  some  feeling  of  dissent  among  tlie  men,  who  could 
not  see  the  reason  for  so  carefully  guarding  the  estate  of  a  Con- 
federate leader. 

The  principal  duty  of  the  Eleventh  was  to  guard  the  army 
stores,  keep  order  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Landing,  to  picket  and 
patrol  the  various  roads  leading  to  the  Landing.  The  days 
were  full  of  a  kind  of  excitement;  watching  the  busy  scenes  a: 
the  Landing  was  a  favorite  pastime.  It  was  an  interesting  siglit 
to  watch  the  troops  coming  up  the  river  on  their  way  to  the 
front.  Among  these  was  General  McCallV  division  of  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves;  there  also  passed  many  single  regiments  to 
be  attached  to  brisrades  after  their  arrival  at  the  front.  When- 
ever  a  boat-load  of  trv>ops  came  within  hailing  distance  of  the 
gunboats,  the  crews  of  the  latter  would  climb  into  the  rigging-, 
and,  as  the  troo})?  passed,  three  loiul  ringing  cheers  would  I>2 
given.  Old  troops  would  return  the  salute,  then  proceed  on  in 
silence,  while  new  regiments  would  continue  shouting  and 
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cheering  for  a  long  distance— enthusiasm  had  not  yet  been  modi- 
fied by  hard  service.  How  many  brave  soldiers  passed  on  their 
way  to  battle  and  to  death,  destined  to  pcrisli  on  Virginia  soil  for 
the  cause  of  Union  and  freedom!  ■■''•■.. 

The  region  about  White  House  abounds  .in  historic  places. 
Not  far  off,  on  the  road  from  Richmond  to  Xew  Kent  Court 
House,  there  is  still  pointed  out  the  plantation  of  P.  Chamber- 
layn,  Esq.,  at  whose  countryseat,  Washington,  then  colonel  of 
Virginia  militia,  first  met  beautiful  Martha  Custis.  On  the  same 
road,  three  miles  from  White  House,  is  St.  Peter's  Church,  at 
which,  local  tradition  says,  Washington,  and  his  voung  widow 
bride  were  married  in  1759.  The  old  church  was  surrounded 
by  a  grove  of  towering  oaks,  which  loaned  a  solemn  dignity  to  the 
house  of  prayer.  To  our  Northern  men  it  seemed  strange  to 
find  so  noted  a  structure  on  a  lonely  road,  far  from  any  dwelling. . 
A  corps  of  the  army  had  encamped  near  the  old  church,  but  no 
sign  of  vandalism  to  any  extent  was  apparent.  There  was  a 
tombstone,  embedded  in  the  wall  inside,  in  memory  of  a  nobleman 
whose  coat  of  arms  was  carved  on  the  stone.  The  date  of  his 
death  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  goods  of  the  army  sutler  were  always  regarded  as 
legitimate  plunder  by  the  soldiers,  and  many  opportunities  for 
such  were  present  during  the  stay  at  White  House.  An  im- 
mense amount  of  sutler  goods  were  convenient  to  the  camp, 
either  lightly  guarded  or  without  any  guard  at  all.  The  dark- 
ness of  night  was  usually  the  hour  for  appropriating  the  sutler's 
stock.  Sometimes  a  wide-awake  sutler  would  thwart  the  raiders. 
but.  as  a  rule,  they  were  successful.  The  men  of  Company  K 
carried 'off  a  barrel  of  eggs,  but  were  rather  chagrined  when  the 
eggs  betrayed  their  age. 

■  It  was  confidently  expected  that  Richmond  would  be  taken 
and  the  war  ended  by  the  end  of  the  4th  of  July:  many  were 
hopeful  to  be  again  at  their  homes  before  the  summer  ended. 
Little  did  they  know  the  future,  and  'tis  well.  The  picnic  soldier- 
ing at  the  White  If ouse  came  to  an  abrupt  end  with  the  famous 
Stuart  raid  on  the  13th  of  June.  On  the  morning  of  that  day. 
Captain  Cornog,  with  his  company  (B).  was  sent  up  the  river  on 
a  scout,  with  instructions  to  communicate  with  Captain  Royall. 
of  the  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry,  who  was  in  command  of  the 
outlying  picket  of  the  right  wing  of  our  army,  having  his  head- 
quarters at  Old  Church  in  Hanover  County.  When  Ca])tain 
Cornog  arrived  at  Old  Church  Captain  Royall  informed  him  all 
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was  quiet  along^  his  front,  and  the  captain  started  on  his  return 

to   the   camp.     Soon    after,   Captain   Royall    was   attacked    l)y   a 

iorce  of  1,200  cavahy  under  General  J.   E.   l.>.   Stuart,  and   his 

,  small  force  of  four  companies,  numberinj^  less  than  150  effective 

.  men,  was  overwhelmed  and  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the  cav- 

•  airy  camp  between  .Bethseda  Church  and  Mechanicsville.  After 
.  driving  Captain  Royall's  command  from  Old  Church  and  dc- 
;  stroying  his  camp,  the  object  of  the  raid  was  accomplished,  and 
.  Stuart  was  instructed  to  return;  but  was  given  permission  to 
.make  the  circuit  of  our  army  if  he  thought  the  scheme  feasible. 

^  This  was  just  suited  to  a  man  of  Stuart's  courage  and  energy,  so, 

I  aft,er  refreshing  man  and  horse  from  the  captured  rations  and 

.forage,   he   headed   his   columns   for  Tunstall's   Station,   on   the 

.  Richmond  and   York    River   Railroad,   about   seven   miles   from 

..White  House.     En  route,  a  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men 

..,  on  their  way  to  the  front  were  captured,  also  a  number  of  wagons 

,  loaded   with   army   stores.     Among  the   enlisted   men   captured 

,  was  Corporal  Carson,  one  of  Captain  Cornog's  rear  guard,  whom 

General   Stuart  closely  questioned   concerning  affairs  at   White 

House — the    number    of    gunboats,    troops,    etc.     Carson    told 

-  Stuart  all  he  knew  on  these  points,  and  unwittingly  deceived 

^  Stuart.     When  Company  B  left  in  the  morning,  a  brigade  or 

.  more  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  were  encamped  near  White 

.House,  but  moved  on  soon  after  the  departure  of  Captain  Cor- 

nog  for  Old  Church.     Carson's  story  was  confirmed  by  a  num- 

;;  ber  of  teamsters   who   had   also  left  before   the   Reserves.        If 

■.   General    Stuart    luid    any    design    upon    our    position    at    White 

•.House,  Carson's  statement  doubtless  caused  him  to  desist. 

/*•.  -       Captain  Cornog,  fmding  that  a  large  force  of  the- enemy's 

cavalry  was  in  his  rear,  hurried  to  White  House,  gave  the  alarm, 

and   Lieutenant-colonel   Ingalls,   commanding  the   post,    inmie- 

•  diately  began  pre{)arations  to  receive  the  enemy.  ■      : 

;  The  organized  military  force  at  hand  was  four  companies 

'-i  of  the  Eleventh,  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  and  part  of  two 
infantry  regiments,  munbering  about  600  effective  men.  In  ad- 
dition to  these,  there  were  about  250  hospital  convalescents, 
some  returning  guards,  a  number  of  civilian  employees,  and 
citizens  armed  with  muskets,  making  a  total  of  over  900  men. 
The  gunboats  steamed  up  to  the  landing,  and  were  put  in  posi- 
tion to  sweep  the  plain,  a  signal  officer  was  posted  upon  the  top 
of:  the  White  House  to  direct  their  hre,  and  Colonel  Harlan, 
wdth  Companies  D,  I.  and  K,  was  sent  toward  Tunstalfs. 
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•  It  was  a  briglit  nKujiiliglit  night,  beautiful  iu  its  brightness, 
too  beautiful  to  be  disturbed,  but  an  attack  upon  our  position  was 
expected  momentarily.  Stuart  decided  to  use  the  moonlight 
for  another  purpose,  lie  arrived  at  Tunstall's  about  sundown, 
and  his  advance  guard  captured  the  station  guard,  consisting  of 
a  lieutenant  and  twenty  men.  Learnhig  from  some  of  the  cap- 
tured guards  that  a  train  bound  for  the  front  was  soon  due, 
preparations  were  at  once  begun  to  effect  its  capture.  The 
svyitch  was  locked  and  all  attempts  to  break  the  lock  failed.  The 
raiders  then  began  to  place  obstructions  on  the  track.  While 
they  were  at  work  the  train  came  in  sight,  but  the  engineer, 
seeing  their  design,  put  on  full  steam,  swept  the  obstacles  from 
the  track,  and  escaped.  The  raiders  fired  on  the  train  as  it 
.passed  tlu-ough,  killing  and  v/ounding  eight  men.  By  this  time, 
scouts  informed  Stuart  that  a  force  of  Union  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry was  rapidly  nearing  Tunstaifs,  and  immediately  he  re- 
sumed his  march  along  wretched  roads  to  Forge  Bridge  on  the 
lower  Chickahominy,  where  he  arrived  next  morning  at  daybreak. 
The  bridge  was  gone,  and  the  river  bank  full,  so  he  put  all  hands 
at  work  tearing  down  a  large  warehouse  near  by  for  material 
with  which  to  build  a  new  bridge.  Aw'are  that  theirs  was  a 
critical  position,  the  raiders  bent  all  their  energies  to  the  task, 
and  by  i  r.  m.  were  across  the  river.  When  our  pursuing  column 
arrived  at  the  river  an  hour  later,  the  bridge  and  the  chance  of 
capturing  a  part,  at  least,  of  Stuart's  command  was  gone. 
Horace  Greeley,  in  his  history  of  the  Rebellion,  says  of  this  raid: 
"This  wa>  the  tirst  of  the  notable  cavalry  raids  of  the  war, 
tempting  many  imitations,  some  of  them  1)rilliant  in  design  and 
execution,  some  of  them  damaging  to  the  adverse  party,  others 
disastrous  to  their  executors."  , 

Next  morning  Colonel  Harlan,  with  a  detachment  of  Com- 
pany K,  was  sent  to  Garlick's  Landing,  about  seven  miles  up 
the  river,  on  an  investigating  trip.  On  the  way  there,  a  force  of 
cavalry  was  seen  coming  from  the  opposite  direction;  each  party 
took  tlie  otlier  to  be  rebels  and  prepared  for  battle,  but  fortun- 
ately the  mistake  was  discovered  in  time.  The  cavalry  was  the 
advance  guard  of  the  Eighth  Illinois,  which  was  in  pursuit  of 
Stuart.  After  an  exchange  of  courtesies,  each  connuander  went 
his  way. 

A  quartermaster  had  established  a  depot  at  Garlick's  for 
advantageous  reasons,  and  when  Stuart  arrived  on  the  opposite 
bank,  he  sent  over  two  squadrons  to  destroy  whatever  property 
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they  could  find  belgnging-  to  tlie  Union.  Two  schooners  loaded 
with  quartermasters'  stores,  forage  piled  near  the  landnig,  anrl 
thirty  Government  wagons  were  burned.  A  sergeant  of  the 
Eightieth  Pennsylvania  and  a  civilian  in  Government  employ 
were  killed  by  the  enemy. 

After  making  a  general  survey  of  the  situation  and  burying 
the  dead.  Colonel  Harlan  returned  to  camp.  Captain  Ackerly, 
with  the  balance  of  the  company,  came  up  during  the  morning 
hours  and  pillaged  the  sutler's  wares  for  dinner.  It  was  like 
picnicing  in  the  country.  In  the  afternoon  the  sutler  himself 
appi^ared.  He  was  enraged  and  threatened  to  make  the  officers 
of  Company  K  make  good  his  entire  loss;  but  the  men  jeered 
"him,  and  he  soon  left.  Nothing  came  from  his  threats.  Toward 
evening  Captain  Ackerly,  with  his  command,  returned  to  camp. 
The  road  as  far  as  Tunstalls  was  strewn  with  the  wreckage  of 
half-burned  wagons  and  their  contents,  the  leavings  of  the  enemy. 
From  the  14th  to  the  28th.  when  White  House  was  abandoned, 
the  Eleventh  was  kept  busy  picketing  and  scouting.  On  the 
night  of  the  15th  Captain  Ackerly  was  sent  to  Cumberland 
Landing,  five  miles  below  White  House,  to  assist  in  repelling  a 
raid  which  rumor  said  was  to  be  made  on  Government  stores 
left  there  when  the  army  had  advanced  up  the  peninsula.  A 
gunboat  was  at  the  landing  ready  to  receive  the  expected  raiders 
and  Captain  Ackerly  came  near  being  warmly  welcomed. 
When  the  captain  came  within  range  of  the  gunboat's  gims, 
supposing  the  connnand  to  be  Confederate,  they  were  about  to 
fire  upon  them  with  grape  and  canister.  Fortunately  the  error 
was  discovered  in  time  and  what  might  have  been  a  serious 
affair  was  averted.  The  rumor  proved  to  be  unfounded  and 
Captain  Ackerly  returned  to  camp  next  da\'. 

About  this  time  Lieutenant  FUittz,  with  a  detail  of  twenty 
men  from  dilYerent  companies  was  sent  to  Garlick's  Landing  to 
do  picket  duty,  and  remained  there  until  the  28th. 

•  From  the  day  after  Stuart's  raid  until  the  28th  there  was 
ceaseless  vigilance.  General  Casey  was  sent  from  the  front  to 
take  command  of  the  post  at  White  House  Landing  with  an 
adequate  force  for  its  defense  in  case  of  another  raid.  On  the 
26th,  Lee  attacked  McClellan's  right  flank  near  Ellerson's  Mill, 
beginning  the  famous  Seven  Days'  battles  in  which  the  Union 
forces  repulsed  the  relxds  by  day.  and  retreated  bv  night  until 
they  were  safe  under  the  protection  of  the  naval  force  at  Harri- 
son's Landinir  on  the  Tames  River. 
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Ihe  28th  of  June  was  a  memorable  one  in  the  hir^tory  of  the 
Eleventh.  On  that  day  MeClellan  eut  loose  from  his  base  (,»i 
supplies  at  White  House  Landini:^,  and  burned  the  stores  there 
gathered.  For  several  days  previous  to  the  28th,  the  affairs 
at  the  Landing  appeared  ominous,  supplies  ceased  to  come  up 
the  river.  Signs  of  abandonment  were  in  evidence  on  every 
side.  On  the  rnorning  of  the  28th  orders  were  given  to  break 
camp  and  be  ready  to  move  immediately,  for  the  enemy  was 
expected.  The  Eleventh  was  soon  ready  to  move,  but  the 
morning  wore  away  without  receiving  marching  orders.  In  the 
afternoon  one  of  the  gunboats  fired  a  shell  toward  the  blufTs 
to  get  the  range:  the  shell  went  shrieking  over  the  camp  and 
burst  about  a  mile  away.  One  of  the  sutlers,  thinking  the  report 
of  the  bursting  shell  was  an  answer  from  the  enemy,  tied  hastily 
to  the  mail  boat  which  lay  at  the  wharf  with  steam  up,  ready 
to  start.  In  his  haste  to  liee  he  left  hat,  coat,  vest,  pocket-book, 
but  his  colored  steward,  with  more  self-possession  than  his 
master,  gathered  up  the  things  he  left, — not  the  wares,  the  men 
of  the  Eleventh  did  that.  During  the  afternoon  all  the  Govern- 
ment and  sutler's  stores  were  fired.  The  infantry  and  quarter- 
master's men  embarked  on  transports  and  all  the  water-craft 
•except  the  gunboats  dropped  down  stream.  The  latter  remained 
until  next  day. 

About  7  p.  M.,  the  cavalry,  consisting  of  the  Eleventh,  de- 
tachments of  the  Fifth  I'nited  States  and  Sixth  Peimsylvania. 
and  two  batteries  of  artillery  under  the  command  of  General 
Stoneman,  left  for  Williamsburg.  When  the  command  arrived 
at  St.  Peter's  Church,  it  was  formed  in  line  and  remained  until 
after  dark,  when  the  march  was  resumed.  This  was  the  first 
long  march,  also  the  first  night  march  the  five  companies  of  the 
Eleventh  had  undertaken,  and  it  occasioned  no  little  trouble  to 
keep  the  men  on  the  move  and  the  column  closed  up.  Halt 
was  made  at  Statersville  for  breakfast,  and  after  a  good  rest  the 
march  was  resumed.  Williamsburg  was  reached  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  Eleventh  went  into  camp  across  the  road  from 
Vv'illiam  and  ^fary  College. 

'J^he  days  were  intensely  hot.  causing  nuich  sufTeriui^  amoui; 
the  men  who  were  unused  to  long  marches.  .\  violent  rain- 
storm came  up  in  the  evening,  thoroughly  drenchini^-  the  men. 
whicli  added  to  the  discomfort.  The  camp  ground  had  been 
used  bv  the  rebels,  who  had  left  an  abundance  of  graybacks  to 
bid  us  welcome,  nor  could  the  pests  be  gotten  rid  oi  until   the 
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men  were  settled  in  winter  (jiiarters  the  tollowin}^^  autunni.     Tins 
Avas  tlie  first  meeting  with  the  army  .L;ray]>acks, — not   t\\c   best 

•  of  company,  though  quite  entertaining  in  tluir  wav. 

.:••,  Colonel  llarlan's  services  as  colnnianfHng  ufticcrs  o:  the 
.  Eleventh  practically  ended  soon  after  the  regiment  arrived  at  Wil- 
.liamsburg,  being  detailed  on  court-martial  duty,  and  on  the  19th 
.  of  the  following  August  was  mustered  out  of  service.  It  was 
.  reported  at  the  time  that  Colonel  Harlan's  nmster  out  was  due 

to  General  Stoneman,  the  colonel  having  incurred  the  general's 
■displeasure  during  the  retreat  from  AVhite  House. 

Evidently  the  people  of  Williamsburg  had  expected  some  of 
'  Lee's  men  to  re-occupy  the  town  and  had  prepared  to  receive 
•th-em  with  true  Virginian  hospitality,  and  had  prepared  a  large 
.amount  of  picnic  victuals.     But  no  conquering  army  gladdened 

the  hearts  of  the  waiting  people,  and  their  delicacies  were  destined 
..to  spoil  on  their  hands.  So,  before  noon,  on  the  4th,  tiic  camp 
..of  the  Eleventh  was  thronged  with  colored  people  selling  all  sorts 

•  of  edibles.  The  men  were  short  of  Uncle  Sam's  money,  but  had 
lots  of  fac-simile  Confederate  bills.  The  darkies,  ignorant  of 
the  character  of  the  money,   sold  their  goods,   giving  genuine 

;  money  wherever  change  was  needed.  The  provisions  intended 
i  for  Lee's  men  made  a  2:ood  dinner  for  the  men,  and  haoniness 

reigned  in  camp.     When  the  darkies  returned  with  the  money 

•from  the  sale  of  the  provisions,  the  bogus  bills  were  at  once 
.  detected  and  they  w-ere  sent  back  to  exchange  them  for  good 

money,  but  not  being  able  to  identify  an\-  to  whom  they  had 
■  made  sales,  crestfallen,  were  compelled  to  again  return  to  their 

masters. 

Much   has   been   said,   pro  and   con,   about   the  burmns:  of 

•  William  and  IMary  College,  which  occurred  during  the  fall   of 

•  1862.  The  burning  of  this  venerable  building  followed  a  ticrht 
between  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  Holcomb's  Carolina 

•  Tigers  in  the  streets  of  Williamsburg.  The  cf)llege  was  used 
by  the  enemy  as  a  fort,  and  after  driving  them  out  of  the  town, 
the  college  was  burned — an  act  incident  to  warfare.  Tlie  men 
of  the  Fifth  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  had  littie  love 

.  for  William  and  Mary  College,  but  regarded  it  as  the  pro- 
moter of  secession  doctrines.  Its  president,  professors,  stnlents. 
and  alumni,  such  as  were  able  to  bear  arms,  were  in  tiie  Con- 
federate army;  while  nearly  all  who  were  barred  from  military 

•  duty  were  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  in  every  pos- 

•  sible  way.     So,  when  the  opportunity  came,  the  old  colle<;o  was 
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fired  without  any  regret.  General  Meade  has  been  freely  quoted 
by  the  Southern  press  condemning  the  destruction  of  the  college 
building  as  an  act  of  vandalistn,  but  his  knowledge  of  the  affair 
was  gathered  from  prejudiced  sources,  for  at  the  time  General 
Meade  was  with  his  conmiand  in  Maryland.  After  the  burning 
a  spirited  correspondence  was  carried  on  between  Generals  Dix  ■ 
and  Wise.  Severe  accusations  were  made  by  General  Wise,- 
but  General  Dix  replied  that  the  burning  was  done  during  the 
excitement  incident  to  a  raid.  Williamsburg  was  in  General 
Dix's  department  and  evidently  he  was  satisfied  that  the  burnmg 
was  justifiable,  for  the  whole  matter  was  dropped. 

Life  at  Williamsburg  was  easy  and  free,  duties  were  light — 
very  little  drill  and  the  usual  routine  of  camp  duty.  On  the  30th 
the  Eleventh  moved  to  Burnt  Ordinary.  Major  Butler  was 
placed  in'  command  of  the  camp,  Colonel  Harlan  and  >Major  Stet- 
zel  both  being  on  court-martial  duty.  The  Eleventh  continued 
to  picket  and  scout  the  roads  leading  up  the  peninsula,  with  re- 
serves at  Barhamsville,  six  miles  above  Burnt  Ordinary,  and 
another  at  Drascund  Bridge,  out  toward  the  Chickahominy. 
Lax  discipline  soon  bore  fruit  at  Burnt  Ordinary.  The  country 
was  roamed  over  at  will  during  the  day  and  several  times  during 
the  night.  A  number  of  venturesome  spirits  rode  within  the 
enemy's  Hnes.  Complaints  of  lawless  acts  were  brought  to 
Major  Butler,  who  imposed  a  more  severe  discipline  and  cur- 
tailed roving  desires.  He  ordered  a  detail  of  120  men  for  guard 
duty,  and  about  30  more  were  placed  around  the  camp  with 
strict  orders  to  allow  no  man  to  leave  tlie  camp  uitliout  a  pass 
from  the  commanding  officer.  There  were  hardly  more  than 
300  men  for  duty  in  the  five  companies.  This  heavy  detail  for 
camp  duty  together  with  other  necessary  details  such  as  pickets, 
stable  guards,  etc..  caused  a  great  deal  of  discontent,  which 
finally  ended  in  open  mutiny  of  Company  E  on  August  Sth. 

On  that  day  Lieutenant  Roberts,  who  was  officer  of  the  day, 
saw  a  mounted  man  pass  one  of  the  sentinels  utichallenged  and 
immediately  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  sentry.  General  Butler 
ordered  him  to  stand  on  a  barrel  in  a  blazing  August  sun  when 
the  heat  registered  90  degrees  in  the  shade.  The  sentry  was 
a  Company  F  man,  whose  comrades  soon  became  as  hot  as 
the  w^eather  over  the  affair,  until,  finally,  twenty-two  of  them, 
with  tlieir  arms,  marched  to  the  field,  took  their  comrade  off  the 
barrel  and  escorted  him  to  his  quarters.  Companies  I  and  k 
were  at  once  ordered  to  arrest  the  mutineers,  but  being  in  full 
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sympatJiy  witli  Company  F  ilicy  were  exceedingly  loth  to  obey, 
and  for  a  while  it  looked  as  if  the  mutiny  would  extend  to  these 
companies  also.  After  considerable  parleying-  all  except  one  of 
Company  I  and  three  of  Company  K  obeyed  the  order— these 
were  sent  to  Williamsburg  and  lodged  in  the  old  slave  jail 
over  night.  The  jail  was  crowded  and  thev  suffered  intensely 
from  the  stifling  heat  and  vermin. 

The  mutineers  were  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe  the  next  day, 
where  it  was  expected  that  the  full  penalty  of  the  law  would  be 
theirs. 

A  day  or  two  later  Major  Stetzel  came  from  Williamsburg 
and  ordered  a  dress  parade,  at  the  close  of  which  he  read  a  paper 
setting  forth  the  extent  of  the  mutiny,  claiming  that  nothing  but 
blood  upon  the  field  of  battle  could  wipe  out  the  blot  thus  made 
upon  the  name  of  the  regiment — a  somewhat  overdrawn  piece 
of  sentiment. 

Soon  after  the  mutiny  Major  Butler  was  relieved  and  better 
harmony  was  engendered.  Discipline  was  restored,  the  camp 
guard  was  abolished,  but  v/ith  a  mutual  understanding  there 
should  be  no  repetition  of  the  acts  which  had  produced  the  un- 
pleasant affair.  On  the  15th  the  regiment  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised by  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Spear,  who  brought 
with  him  the  censured  men,  who  were  immediately  restored  to 
duty  and  the  affair  closed. 

We  here  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  doings  of  the  five  Suffolk 
companies  from  the  time  of  their  departure  from  Camp  Hamilton. 
Private  Shirley,  of  Company  G.  in  his  diary  says:  ''On  the  23d  of 
May  Colonel  Spear,  with  companies  G  and  L,  started  on  a  scout 
to  South  Mills,  N.  C,  and  bivouaced  that  night  at  the  planta- 
tion of  Colonel  Ferribee,  of  the  Third  Xorth  Carolina  Cavalry. 
A  large  number  of  barrels  of  mess  pork  and  about  twenty  horses 
were  found,  all  of  which  was  confiscated.  The  next  morning 
Colonel  Spear  marched  to  South  Mills  where  twelve  Confederate 
pickets  were  captured.  After  a  short  stay  the  command  re- 
turned to  Portsmoutli."' 

On  the  27th  Colonel  Wyman,  with  a  command  consisting 
of  his  own  regiment  (the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry), 
Companies  M  and  FT  of  the  Eleventh,  under  I^Iajor  Wetherill. 
and  a  section  of  IJattery  D,  Fourth  United  States  Artillery,  v.'as 
sent  to  Suffolk  to  occupy  that  place. 

Of  this  move  Captain  Idcming,  of  Company  H,  says:  'T  was 
given   a   platoon   and   ordered   as   advance   guard.     Nothing  of 
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any  moment  occurred.  Occasionally  we  siglUcJ  a  Confederate 
cavalryman,  but  never  within  pistol  shot  of  one.  We  took 
possession  of  Suffolk  in  the  most  quiet  way,  posted  pickets,  sent 
out  patrols  and  went  into  catnp.  Next  scouting-  was  begun. 
We  went  to  lUackwatcr  unmolested — the  forerunner  of  more 
than  a  year  of  such  work." 

Cavalry  is  said  to  be  the  eyes  of  an  army  and  Generals 
Mansfield,  Ferry,  and  Peck  made  good  use  of  their  cavalry  forces 
from  May,  1862,  to  June,  1863. 

On  the  30th  Captain  Davidson  and  Lieutenant  Fleming, 
with  a  detail  of  24  men  taken  from  Companies  E  and  H, 
were,  sent  to  the  Blackwater  Bridge  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
a  report  that  the  enemy  were  getting  ready  to  cross  the  river 
in  force.  Captain  Davidson's  command  was  ambushed  near 
Andrews  Cross  Roads.  Private  Abijah  St.  John,  of  Comj)any 
E,  was  killed — tlie  first  man  of  the  regiment  who  lost  his  life  at 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  A  good  fight  was  made  but  against 
odds.  Captain  Davidson  and  Lieutenant  Pleming  were  cap- 
tured after  a  running*  fight.  More  Confederates  were  killed 
and  wounded  than  the  scouting  party  numbered.  The  little 
party  only  surrendered  after  all  its  ammunition  v/as  exhausted. 
This  was  the  first  skirmish  of  the  re£>ument  and  was  creditable  to 
those  engaged.  On  June  6th  Colonel  Spear,  Vv'ith  three  com- 
panies, moved  to  Suffolk,  and  encamped  on  the  fair  grounds. 
Companies  A  and  E,  under  IMajor  Wetherill,  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Mansfield,  who  was  encamped  a  half  mile  of  the  town  on 
ground  which  later  became  the  permanent  camp  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

During  the  early  summer  a  topographical  survey  of  the 
surroundings  of  Suft'olk  was  made  by  Captain  Stratton. 

General  Mansfield,  who  commanded  the  troops  at  Suffolk 
until  early  in  September,  was  an  old  West  Point  man,  graduating 
as  second  in  his  class  in  1S22,  and  had  served  a  long  time  in 
the  inspector-general's  department  previous  to  the  Rebellion. 
He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Antictam  while  attending-  to  the 
adjustment  of  an  infantry  regiment  under  heavy  fire  instead  of 
leavincr  the  dutv  to  its  field  officers.  General  Matisficld  took  a 
personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  men.  which  endeared  him 
to  the  enlisted  soldiers,  and  the  news  of  his  death  was  received  by 
them  with  g-enuine  sorrow.  General  Mansfield  read  a  letter  to 
Major  Wetherill  which  he  had  written  claiming  active  service. 
"And,"  exclaimed  the  venerable  soldier.  "T  am  an  old  man,  but 
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would  rather  die  in  defence  of  the  capitol,  wliose  works  I  planned, 
than  rust  out  here."  Major  Wetherill  said  that  he  learned 
from  him  wliat  he  knew  of  a  soldier's  dutv.  " 

With  the  early  days  of  September  came  a  g-reat  change  In 
affairs  at  Suffolk.  Well  nigh  all  the  old  infantry  regiments 
under  General  Mansfield  were  sent  North  to  reinforce  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  then  in  the  midst  of  the  Antietam  campaign. 
Brigadier-general  O.  S.  Ferry,  a  volunteer,  succeeded  General 
Mansfield:  the  vacant  places  caused  by  the  departure  of  the 
infantry  were  filled  by  new  regiments,  so  that  for  a  while  Suflolk 
became  a  camp  of  instruction.  Among  the  new  regiments  was 
the  Sixth  Massachusetts  ]\lilitia,  of  Baltimore  riot  fame,  which 
"had  volunteered  for  nine  months.  Among  the  three-year  or- 
ganizations was  a  brigade  of  Irishmen,  chiefiy  from  New  York 
city,  popularly  known  as  "Corcoran 's  Legion,"  commanded  by 
General  Corcoran,  which  did  good  service  after  it  was  incor- 
porated with  the  Second  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in 
the  summer  of  '63.  The  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  and  One 
Hundred  and  Thirtieth  New  York  regiments  also  made  good 
records;  the  latter  was  mounted  in  1863,  l<;nown  as  the  First  New 
York  Dragoons. 

About  this  time  one.  of  General  Shields'  veteran  brigades, 
consisting:    of    the    Thirteenth    Indiana.    Thirtv-ninth    Illinois,  ' 
Sixty-second  and  Sixty-seventh  Ohio,  was  added  to  the  effective 
troops  at  Suffolk.     There  sprung  up  a  friendship  between  these 
troops  and  the  Eleventh  which  lasted  throughout  the  war. 

'There  were  several  nine-months  regiments  of  militia  from 
Pennsylvania,  raised  by  draft,  which  were  rather  unpopular 
among  the  volunteer  men.  who  called  them  "pulled  men"  and 
"involuntary  volunteers." 

From  Major  AVetherill's  note  book,  who  at  the  time  was 
with  the  detachment  at  Suffolk: 

"Aug.  20th.  Just  received  word  that  700  of  the  Fifth  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  a  regiment  raised  y)artly  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  and' 
Nansemond  Counties,  were  at  Providence  Church,  five  miles 
distant.  We  did  our  best  to  overtake  them,  but  they  crossed 
the  Blackwater  with  boats,  and  we  learned  that  tliey  had  come 
home  for  remounts,  prior  to  moving  with  Jackson  north  of" 
Richmond. 

"Colonel  Harlan  mustered  out  by  order  of  the  President,  and 
the  contest  began  between  Spear  and  Stetzel  for  the  command 
of  the  regiment. 
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"Aug.  24Lh.  Captain  Davidson  and  Lieutenant  Fleming 
returned  from  Libby  Prison  by  exchange. 

"Aug.  29th.  Governor  Curtin  forwarded  the  commission 
of  Colonel  Spear,  Lieutenant-colonel  Stetzel,  JMajor  Wetherill, 
Runyon,  Stratton.     Courson  West  wounded  at  Blackwater." 

At  tnis  time  General  McClellan  was  evacuating  Harrison's 
Landing  and  was  transferring  his  army  to  the  line  of  the  Po- 
tomac. Most  of  his  army  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and 
marched  to  Fonress  Alonroe  and  Newport  News  before  em- 
barking. The  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  all  withdrawn  by  the 
20th  and  the  Eleventh  was  relieved  of  its  picket  and  scout  duty, 
and  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Fortress  Monroe.  A  halt  of 
two  days  was  made  at  Fortress  Magruder  that  the  company 
commanders  might  make  nuister  rolls  of  their  respective  com- 
mands. During  the  first  half  of  '62  so  many  men  and  officers 
were  absent  from  dtity  without  leave  that  the  integrity  of  the 
army  was  threatened.  To  check  this  evil,  President  Lincoln  is- 
sued a  proclamation  granting  amnesty  to  all  who  returned  to 
their  commands  on  or  before  the  23d  of  August;  on  that  day 
the  roll  of  every  company  and  battery  in  the  army  should  be 
called,  and  all  who  failed  to  report  would  be  regarded  as  de- 
serters. The  roll  call  of  the  companies  of  the  Eleventh  was 
called,  and  a  few  who  had  been  absent  without  leave  answered 
to  their  names. 

On  the  24th  the  march  was  resumed  and  arrived  at  Fort- 
ress Monroe  the  next  day  at  noon,  and  was  from  there  trans- 
ferred to  Portsmouth.  On  the  26th  the  line  of  march  was  taken 
up  to  Suffolk,  which  was  reached  the  following  day  and  the 
regiment  was  reunited  after  a  separation  of  four  months. 


CHAPTER  V. 

ROCKET  BATTERY.   BATTLE  OF  DESERTED  HOUSt, 

The  fall  of  1862  marked  an  impiovcnicnt  in  tlic  affairs  oi  the 
Eleventh.  After  Colonel  Harlan  was  mustered  out,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Spear  was  promoted  to  colonel,  and  Major  Stctzel  and 
Captain  Stratton  were  also  advanced  a  step.  Major  Runyon 
resigned  on  the  T6th  of  September,  his  place  was  tilled  by 
Captain  Cornog.  Lieutenant  Reesinger,  with  a  detail  from  each 
company  was  sent  to  Pennsylvania  on  recruiting  service,  and 
the  vacancies  that  had  been  made  by  death  and  other  causes 
were  soon  filled.  Congress  passed  an  act  creating  the  office 
of  regimental  commissary  with  the  rank  of  fu'st  lieutenant.  This 
position  was  first  held  by  Lieutenant  Minnich  by  assignment, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Roper,  who  was  com- 
missioned as  first  lieutenant  and  regimental  commissary. 
The  same  act  also  provided  for  an  additional  duty  sergeant  for 
the  companies,  causing  many  promotions  among  the  enlisted 
men. 

Regimental,  company,  and  squad  drill  was  resumed;  the 
discipline  of  the  regiment  improved  so  that  the  Eleventh  soon 
became  one  of  the  best  fighting  regiments  in  the  service.  On 
the  3d  of  October  Colonel  Spear,  with  the  Eleventh,  a  section 
of  Captain  Howard's  regular  battery,  and  one  or  two  infantry 
re^rlments,  made  a  reconnaissance  to  Franklin  on  the  Black- 
water.  x\rrlving  at  the  river  Colonel  Spear  immediately  opened 
fire  on  the  enemy's  position  acro.-s  the  river,  and  kept  up  a 
vigorous  fire  for  over  an  hour.  I'he  enemy  replied  with  ar- 
tillery and  a  rocket  battery  which  had  been  captured  from  our 
forces  during  the  Seven  Days'  battle  on  the  peninsula.  The 
Eleventh  took  no  active  part  in  this  affair.  The  regiment  was 
formed  in  columns  by  squadrons  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
artillery  under  fire  from  the  rocket  battery.  This  was  the  first 
time  that  the  regiment  as  a  whole  had  been  under  fire.  Xo 
one  was  wounded,  but  the  fearful  noise  and  hissing  of  the  rocket 
shells  was  rather  disquieting.  After  developing  the  enemy's 
position  at  Franklin.  Colonel  Spear  withdrew.  Two  infantrymen 
had  been  killed  and  five  wounded. 

On  the   5th  of  Octol.)er   Colonel    Spear  with   the   Eleventh 
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made  another  trip  to  Blackwater,  this  time  to  South  (Juay  and 
vicinity,  but  no  enemy  was  encountered.  On  the  return  to 
camp  tlie  regiment  bivouaced  for  the  night  near  the  residence 
of  one  of  that  class,  peaceable  during  the  day  but  a  bushwhacker 
at  night.  Some  time  previous  to  this  a  muster-roll  of  a  guerilla 
company  had  been  found  in  this  neighborhood,  and  the  name  of 
this  man  was  there  as  captain.  When  the  regiment  was  set- 
tled for  the  night  Colonel  Spear  gave  permission  to  loot  the 
man's  estate,  which  was  readily  done.  A  large  amount  of  wine, 
brandy,  and  apple  jack  was  found — the  captain's  barrels  were  not 
so  full  next  morning. 

During  the  fail  of  1862  the  Masons  of  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana  were  granted  a  dispensation  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
their  State  to  hold  a  military  lodge  while  in  the  service.  Meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  hall  at  Suffolk  and  members  of  the  fra- 
ternity in  the  Eleventh  as  well  as  in  the  other  regiments  fre- 
quently attended  their  meetings. 

About  this  time  the  regiment  was  called  upon  to  witness 
the  ceremon}^  of  drumming  out  of  camp  one  of  its  members. 
The  culprit  was  Lewis  Hickox,  an  ex-regular,  with  all  the  vices 
and  but  few  of  the  virtues  of  his  class.  He  was  a  hard  char- 
acter, especially  so  when  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  It  was 
said  that  his  double  teeth  were  nearly  all  worn  out  from  chew- 
ing the  bayonet  while  undergoing  numerous  "buck  and  gag- 
gings"  in  the  regular  army.  Hickox  was  court-martialed  for 
attempting  to  kill  a  storekeeper  near  Camp  Hamilton  the 
previous  spring,  and  was  sentenced  to  a  dishonorable  discharge 
and  to  be  drummed  out  of  camp.  Hickox  was  brought  under 
guard  before  a  special  parade  of  the  regiment;  the  charges, 
findings,  and  sentence  of  the  court  were  read  by  the  adjutant; 
then  all  his  Government  clothing  v\\is  taken  off  except  his 
underwear  by  the  guard  and  he  was  given  a  dishonorable  dis- 
charge. The  guard  consisted  of  a  corporal  and  four  men  (two 
in  front  of  the  prisoner  with  sabers  at  a  rear  point,  two  at  the 
rear  with  sabers  at  a  carte  point),  accompanied  by  two  drummers 
and  a  fifer.  Thus  they  marched  the  culprit  out  of  c:imp  to  the 
lively  quickstep  of  the  "Rogue's  March."  Hardened  ns  he  was 
Hickox  seemed  to  have  a  keen  realization  of  his  disgrace. 

Thoma.s- Jackson  passed  through  a  similar  exi)erience  at 
Suffolk  th.e  following  spring,  but  when  he  was  stripijod  of  Ciov- 
ernment  clothing  he  was  found  to  be  clad  in  a  full  suit  of  citi- 
zen's clothes,  including  a  pair  of  slippers.     He  went  dancing  out 
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of  camp.  Jackson  was  not  looked  upon  as  a  vicious  man,  but 
on  account  of  his  singuhir  conduct  he  received  less  svmpathy 
than  did  Hickox.  There  v/as  more  manhood  in  the  one  who 
seemed  to  sense  his  disgrace  than  the  other  who  seemed  to  find 
pleasure  in  escaping  service. 

During  the  next  eight  months  numerous  excursions  were 
made  to  the  Blackwater.  The  country  between  the  Blackwater 
and  Suffolk  was  decidedly  of  one  character — wide  tracts  of 
forest,  and  at  long  intervals  plantations,  on  which  lone  scat- 
tered stalks  of  corn  were  standing  on  a  thin  and  famished  soil; 
roads  of  the  most  wretched  make;  houses,  for  the  most  part 
in  a  tumble-down  condition,  occupied  by  old  men,  women,  and 
children, — everywhere  there  appeared  signs  of  direst  povertv. 
It  may  be  that  the  raising  and  selling  of  "niggers,"  the  distill- 
ing and  drinking  of  apple  jack  had  undermined  the  self-respect 
and  industry  of  these  parts — it  may  be  so.  The  long-continued 
practice  of  a  pernicious  principle  will  demoralize  any  people, 
imtil  the  ver\'  land  itself  assumes  an  evil-stricken,  God-forsaken 
appearance. 

Apple  jack  was  one  of  the  soldiers'  enemies,  though  he 
might  not  so  have  regarded  it.  A  small  drink  would  set  a 
soldier's  brain  on  fire  with  the  worst  frenzy  of  spirit-drinking. 

On  one  of  the  Blackwater  expeditions  a  member  of  a  West- 
em  regiment  in  a  dispute  with  a  comrade  received  a  blow  on  the 
head  that  broke  his  skull  and  drove  the  hammer  into  the  brain. 
The  surgeon  left  him  for  dead,  leaving  him  in  another's  care. 
When  the  regiment  arrived  in  camp  preparations  were  made  for 
his  funeral,  and  his  grave  was  dug.  But  when  the  rear  guard 
of  cavalry  came  along,  not  clearly  understanding  the  case,  he 
was  made  to  mount  a  horse  and  ride  to  the  camp.  He  did  so. 
and  in  addition  walked  a  half  mile  from  the  cavalry  camp  to 
his  own,  passing  by  the  grave  which  had  been  dug  for  him 
prematurely. 

Picket  duty  here  as  elsewhere  was  considered  a  favored 
duty  because  it  relieved  men  from  the  drudgery  of  camp  life, 
oivingf  to  them  more  libertv  than  fell  to  their  lot  when  under 
the  vigilance  of  held  olticers.  Then,  too.  it  gave  them  an  op- 
portunitv.of  securing  better  eating — al\va\s  an  essential — either 
by  purchase  or  otherwise.  The  lulenton.  Somerton.  and  South 
Ouav  Roads  were  picketed  bv  the  Eleveiuh.  leaving  the  rest 
to  the  New  York  Mounted  Riflemen.  One  company  picketed 
the  three  roads  for  a  week  at  a  time,  and  the  reserves  were  di- 
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vided  into  four,  instead  of  the  usual  three  reliefs,  which  made 
duty  less  arduous  to  the  men  on  post. 

On  October  24th  a  reconnaissance,  consisting  of  8.000  in- 
fantry, artillery,  and  cavalry,  *^t;arted  for  P.lackwater.  The  cav- 
alry succeeded  in  crossing-  after  many  ludicrous  scenes  of  swim- 
ming horses,  and  penetrated  some  distance  into  the  enemy's 
country.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  intercept  the 
enemy  at  Ivor,  but  failed  because  Colonel  Dodge,  of  the  New 
York  .Mounted  Rifles,  led  the  column  fifteen  miles  out  of  the 
w^ay,  and  time  was  lost  in  counter-marching  the  command. 

The  weather  had  continued  delightful  all  through  the  fall,  but 
on  w^aking  one  morning  all  were  surprised  to  see  several  inches 
of  *'snow,  beautiful  snow,"  on  the  ground.  All  were  wont  to 
think  of  the  South  as  the  land  of  roses  and  summer,  but  Boreas 
had  decided  to  change  the  programme,  adorning  the  trees  with 
snow  wreaths  instead  of  bloom.  Great  exertion  was  necessan- 
to  keep  comfortable,  for  the  change  was  unexpected,  hence,  un- 
prepared for.  The  older  people  in  the  vicinity  styled  it  the 
coldest  winter  for  sixty  years.  The  contrabands  said  the 
Yankees  made  it  so. 

On  November  19th  General  Wessel's  expedition  started  out, 
consisting  of  two  brigades  of  infantry,  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  In  the  morning  two  hun- 
dred- Confederates  were  met  on  the  Carsville  Road.  The  regi- 
ment proceeded  to  Beaver  Dam  and  reached  Lawrence's  Ford 
next  morning.  Ihree  companies  of  the  Eleventh,  Companies 
A,'  H,  G,  crossed  the  ford  and  drove  the  enemy  back  into  the 
country.  A  swamp  prevented  the  troops  from  following  them 
up.  Carders  were  received  recalling  the  expedition.  Thus 
ended  the  big  Blackwater  raid,  a  failure  because,  after  crossing 
the  river,  the  ground  was  too  swampy  for  the  artillery. 

.  The  data  at  hand  concerning  the  afi'air  of  the  Rocket  Battery 
being  so  confused,  but  a  bare  note  can  be  made  of  this  im- 
portant happening. 

On  December  ist  a  body  of  infantrv  moved  out  in  the 
direction  of  Blackwater.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  da\  the 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  wa^  seiit  out  in  the  same  di- 
rection. At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  next  day  they 
halted  near  Beaver  Dam  Church  for  breakfast.  The  cavalry 
were  on  the  road  north  of  the  church.  I'ickets  were  stationed 
south  where  the  road  crossed  the  railroad,  and  also  on  the  road 
west  of   the   church.     Breakfast   was   being   served   when   sud- 
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clenly  it  was  announced  by  a  scout  that  a  body  of  Confederate 
cavalry  was  advancing  on  the  road  leading  from  Franklin.  The 
morning  repast  was  hastily  disposed  of  and  a  battalion  under 
Major  Franklin  A.  Stratton  was  ordered  to  proceed  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  reported  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  this  reconnais-' 
sance  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  famous  Rocket  Battery  by 
the  Eleventh  F^ennsylvania  Cavalry.  Company  A,  in  command 
of  George  S.  Ringland,  had  the  right  of  the  advance  column, 
Lieutenant  John  L.  Roper  having  command  of  the  advance 
guard  which  was  made  up  of  a  detail  from  the  several  com- 
panies of  the  regiment,  and  upon  meeting  the  enemy  was  some 
distance  in  advance  of  the  command  under  Major  Stratton. 
Lieutenant  Roper,  upon  coming  in  sight  of  the  Confederate 
column,  ordered  and  led  the  charge,  and  was  nobly  supported 
by  the  gallant  little  force  under  his  command,  and  was  soon 
joined  by  the  no  less  gallant  men  of  the  battalion.  The  enemy 
at  once  turned  and  commenced  a  hasty  retreat.  A  running 
fight  was  kept  up  for  quite  a  distance  until  the  heroic  men  of 
the  Eleventh  were  recalled.  Two  sections  of  the  batter}-  were 
captured  and  some  thirty  or  more  Confederates  taken  prisoners. 
The  Rocket  Battery  w^as  taken  charge  of,  and  upon  the  return 
of  the  regiment  to  camp  it  was  placed  in  front  of  the  colonel's 
quarters,  and  some  of  the  boys  have  cause  to  remember  it  well. 
for  it  was  one  of  the  colonel's  favorite  punishments  for  an  offense 
to  require  them  to  march  around  the  battery  under  the  charge  oi 
the  sentinel  at  headquarters.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  are 
unable  to  give  the  names  of  all  of  the  companies  and  officers  par- 
ticipating in  this  brilliant  affair. 

The  chaplain  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  has  tendered  a 
few  words  of  hearty  praise  relative  to  the  action  of  the  Eleventh 
at  this  time  wdiich  bears  quoting:  'The  expedition  was  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Spear,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  We  marched  without  a  halt  till  after  sunrise  next 
morning,  when  we  encamped  around  Beaver  Dam  Church,  three 
miles  from  Franklin.  We  were  comfortably  cooking  our  break- 
fast when  the  mounted  picket  brought  our  commander  news 
which  sent  ail  available  men  to  their  saddles,  and  we  soon  saw 
that  finest  of  military  sights — a  cavalry  charge.  Mounted,  on 
splendid  horses,  bold  riders  and  brave  officers  led  by  Major 
Stratton,  tlie  advance  by  Lieutenant  John  L.  Roper,  this  crack 
corps  swept  like  a  tornado  through  our  ranks.  Soon  we  heard 
firing  and  knew  that  fighting  was  in  progress,  and  ere  long  the 
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bespattered  squadrons  returned  with  prisoners  and  spoils.  We 
learned  that  they  encountered  a  force  equal  to  their  own  four 
companies,  aided  bv  two  pieces  of  the  famous  Rocket  liatterv. 
This  gun  throws  a  rocket  with  great  force,  accompanied  by  a 
fearful  noise,  which  caused  the  utmost  confusion  amonsr  the 
horses,  and  for  a  long  time  had  been  the  terror  of  our  cavalry. 
Our  cavalry  charged  witli  the  utmost  impetuosity  upon  the  foe. 
who  made  no  resistance  but  sought  escape  over  the  Blackwater, 
but  were  overtaken  about  a  mile  out  of  Franklin.  Thirty  cav- 
alry and  battery  men  were  captured,  most  of  whom  were  more 
or  less  sabered." 

On  the  24th  a  ball  was  held  at  headquarters  at  which 
twenty-five  ladies  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  officers  were 
present. 

Christmas  Day  at  Camp  Suffolk:  ''At  officers'  call  it  was 
proposed  that  we  should  mount  and  pay  our  respects  to  the 
general  commanding  and  brigade  commander,  with  the  band. 
Our  march  was  an  ovation.  Regiment  after  regiment  paraded 
on  both  sides,  and  the  officers  of  the  Eleventh  were  cheered 
lustily.  After  spending  a  couple  of  hours  with  Colonel  Dodge, 
First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  thence  to  General  Spinola. 
Colonel  McKibben,  General  A.  Gibbs.  then  colonel  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirtieth  New  York,  and  Colonel  Dyers,  a  special 
train  took  to  Norfolk  all  the  ofhcers  who  wished  to  attend  the 
theatre." 

Major  Wetherill's  battalion  of  cavalry  did  not  accompany 
Colonel  Spear  on  the  Blackwater  expedition,  which  was  made 
the  early  part  of  January,  having  just  returned  from  a  four  days' 
reconnaissance  with  Generals  P'erry  and  W'ingfield.  But  before 
daylight  of  January  7th  they  were  oft  on  a  reconnaissance  to 
Somerton  to  guard  Colonel  Spear's  left  fiank. 

After  the  Beaver  Dam  Church  aft'air.  the  Eleventh  resumed 
the  old  routine  of  duty,  scouting  and  picketing.  On  the  28th 
the  greater  part  of  the  Eleventh  accompanied  General  Spinola's 
New  York  Brigade  to  Chowan  River,  via  Gatesville.  where  it 
embarked  for  New  Berne.  N.  C.  Early  in  January  oi  1863.  Gen- 
eral Terry's  Brigade  left  for  New  Berne  by  the  same  route 
General  Spinola  had  taken.  More  risk  being  involved  than  at 
the  departure  of  General  Spinola,  Colonel  Spear,  with  a  force 
consisting  of  600  of  the  Eleventh.  Captain  Howard's  Battery,  and 
four  companies  of  infantry,  was  sent  toward  the  lilackwater  to 
cover    General    Terrv's    ricrht    tiank    in    case    the    enemv    under 
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General  iVyor  should  try  to  intc-rtcrc  witli  iiis  line  (A  inarch. 
Colorsel  Spear's  command  marelR-d  to  Holland's  Corner  on  the 
South  Quay  Road  and  there  bivouaced  for  the  nii^ht.  Tiie 
colonel's  instructions  were  to  proceed  from  Holland  to  Somcrton, 
but  much  was  left  to  his  own  disci ction  relative  to  the  approach 
of  the  enemy  from  any  quarter.  Actinp:  under  these  instructions 
Colonel  Spear  marched  to  Carrsville  next  morning  where  he 
learned  that  General  Pryor  was  at  Barbour's  Cross  Roads,  about 
fifteen  miles  northwest  of  Suffolk,  and  that  he  had  a  g-ood-sized 
force  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  fourteen  i)icces  of  artillery. 
General  Terry  was  thirty-seven  miles  south  pf  that  place.  Know- 
ing that  if  General  Pryor  intended  to  move  against  General 
Terry,  this  would  be  his  probable  route.  Colonel  Spear  moved 
a  short  distance  beyond  Carrsville  and  positioned  his  command 
to  intercept  the  enemy  if  it  came  that  way;  but  before  he  iiad 
completed  the  arranging  of  his  command,  a  dispatch  was  re- 
ceived from  General  Peck  ordering  Colonel  Spear  to  march  at 
once  to  Somerton,  according  to  the  original  instructions.  The 
colonel  immediately  obeyed,  marched  to  Quaker  Church,  and 
there  bivouaced  for  the  night.  f3efore  morning  Colonel  Spear 
received  another  dispatch  ordering  him  to  march  to  Windsor, 
as  General  Peck  had  learned  that  the  information  received  by  the 
colonel  at  Carrsville  on  the  previous  day  was  correct.  During 
the  night  Colonel  Spear's  command  was  reinforced  by  a  regiment 
of  cavalry  and  three  companies  of  the  FJeventh  (the  remainder 
of  the  regiment)  under  Major  Wetherill.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  loth,  Colonel  Spear  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Windsor  via  Blanchard's  deserted  hou.se  and  Western  Branch 
Church,  arriving  there  in  the  afternoon. 

When  our  advance  guard  under  Lieutenant  John  L.  Roper 
arrived  at  Windsor,  two  couriers  with  a  dispatch  to  General 
Pryor  w'ere  captured.  Upon  arriving  at  Windsor  Colonel  Spear 
sent  out  scouts,  and  it  was  soon  learned  that  General  Pryor 
had  returned  to  Franklin,  passing  over  the  ground  occupied  by 
the  colonel  on  the  previous  day,  and  doubtless  had  the  colonel 
been  allowed  to  proceed  as  he  first  intended.  General  Terry's 
flank  would  have  been  protected,  many  miles  of  marching 
through  sleet  and  rain  spared,  a  brittle  fought,  and  the  colonel 
would  have  had  the  golden  opportunity  of  his  military  career, 
for  a  successful  engagement  would  have  insured  his  promotion. 

But  General  Pryor  failed  to  appear,  and  orders  were  given 
next  dav  to  return  to  Suffolk,  which  promised  a  night  march. 
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During:  the  previous  nlj;-ht  a  storm  of  rain  and  sleet  had  set  in. 
The  mud  was  exceptionally  deep  and  a  stron.c,^  northeast  wind. 
drove  the  rain  in  the  face  of  the  movinor  recriment.  Tiic  nieht 
was  dark,  halts  were  frequent,  the  infantry  could  be  heard,  but 
not  seen,  as  they  splashed  along.  At  one  time  an  hour's  delay 
was  made,  the  artillery  ahead  being-  stuck  in  the  nuid.  The 
delay  being  unpleasant,  and  the  men  losing  patience,  they  began 
to  yell,  some  imitating  the  officers  giving  orders — a  perfect 
bedlam.  But  there  comes  to  all  things  an  end;  so  did  the  toil- 
some and  dreary  night  march. 

The  battle  of  the  Deserted  House  was  the  next  important 
move,  which  was  fought  during  the  early  morning  hours  by  the 
commands  of  General  Corcoran  and  the  Confederates  under 
General  Prvor.  From  General  Prvor's  official  statement,  his 
troops  consisted  of  three  infantry  regiments,  150  cavalry,  and  16 
pieces  of  artillery, — all  told,  1,800  men,  evidently  far  from  the 
actual  number  engaged.  The  battle  was  principally  an  artillery 
duel,  with  the  advantage  of  size  of  guns  and  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  country  on  his  side.  There  was  no  disposition  made  of  the 
cavalrv  during:  this  ficrht.  It  was  left  in  columns  of  four  at 
the  rear  of  the  Union  batteries,  under  lire  of  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery. Lieutenant  Roper's  charges  upon  the  enemy's  pickets 
were  executed  with  creditable  dash.  During  the  artillery  duel, 
one  of  the  enemy's  shells  struck  a  lumber  chest  of  Battery  D, 
Fourth  United  States,  and  blew  it  up.  One  of  the  artillery-men 
was  sitting:  astride  of  the  caisson  delivering  amnumition.  He- 
went  up  with  it.  When  he  came  down  he  scrambled  to  his 
feet  and  conmienced  {)utting  out  the  tire. 

It  was  reported  at  the  time  of  the  battle  that  Cc^lonel  Spear 
killed  a  sergeant  of  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiments  during 
the  tight.     It  was  reported  that  the  sergeant  said  to  the  colonel, 

"D n  you,  you  have  drafted  us,  but  you  can't  make  us  tight."" 

But  no  one  appears  to  have  seen  the  affair.  In  k%4  the  Lu- 
cerne Union,  of  \Vilkes-?)arre,  published  an  account  of  the  affair, 
charging  Colonel  Spear  with  the  killing.  When  the  colonel' 
was  shown  the  paper,  he  was  a  sphinx. 

The  following  is  Lieutenant  Roper's  account  of  the  battle: 

"The  reconnaissance  was  under  the  conunand  of  General 
Corcoran.  The  force  consisted  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana.  Sixty- 
ninth.  One  Tfundred  and  Twelfth,  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth. 
One  Hundred  and  l-ifty-fifth.  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
fourth    New    York.    Sixth    Massachusetts,    One    Hundred    and 
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Sixty-fifth  and  One  ihnidrecl  and   Sixty-Seventh   Pcnnsylvaina 
Regiments  (drafted  men).  Battery  D  Fourth  United  States  Ar- 
-tillery,  and  the  Seventh  ^lassachusetts   I'attcry,  and  the   Klev- 
«'  cnth  Pennsylvania  Cavah-y. 

"I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Corcoran  with  a  detail 
of  (I  think)  forty  men  from  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
and  upon  reporting-  was  ordered  to  take  the  advance  in  the 
march. 

''We  left  Suffolk  in  the  evening,  moved  in  the  direction 
of  Carrsville.  Nothing  of  interest  transpired  during  the  hrst 
-several  miles  oi  the  march.  As  near  as  I  can  remember,  the 
order  of  the  march  was  as  follows:  First,  the  advance  guard 
under  my  charge:  then  a  detachment  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry;  then  the  infantry,  followed  by  the  artillery,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  bringing  up  the  rear. 
After  passing  the  crossing  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad 
and  the  Seaboard  Railroad,  we  entered  a  stretch  of  timberland 
that  continued  almost  unbroken  until  the  Deserted  House  was 
reached.  About  half  a  mile  before  reaching  the  Deserted  House 
there  was  a  field  on  one  side  of  the  road.  When  within  abour 
two  hundred  yards  of  it  we  were  fired  upon  by  a  picket  stationed 
at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  unseen  by  us,  as  it  was  exceedingly 
•dark.  Riding  at  the  head  of  my  men,  I  gave  the  command  to 
charge,  hoping  to  cajnure  the  picket  station.  Upon  arriving 
opposite  to  the  field  referred  to,  a  fire  was  opened  upon  us 
from  the  woods,  disabling  two  of  our  men.  If  I  rememi)er 
correctly,  one  of  them  died  from  two  woimds. 

"I  narrowly  escaped  being  captured  myself,  owing  to  my 
"horse  going  into  the  ditch,  but  fortunately  escaped.  After  rally- 
ing my  men,  I  dispatched  a  courier  to  the  general  informing  him 
that  we  had  encountered  tiie  enemy.  In  the  meantime  the  Con- 
federates' pickets  had  fallen  back  into  the  woods,  and  made 
their  way  to  their  command.  A  squadron  of  cavalry  was  or- 
dered up  to  sustain  us,  and  I  was  ordered  to  charge  through  to 
the  Deserted  House,  which  was  promptly  obeyed. 

''After  crossing  the  deep  branch,  and  while  ascending  the 
hill  to  where  the  house  stood,  a  heavy  fire  oi)ened  upon  us  from 
the  enemy's  reserve  picket  station,  consisting  L>f  a  regiment 
(as  we  were  afterward  informed),  wliich  was  stationed  on  the 
upper  side  of  the  road,  in  the  woods,  but  tlie  road  being  several 
feet  lower  than  the  bank  wliere  the  enemy  was  stationed  and 
from  which  the  firing-  was  done,  thev  shot  over  our  head<.      -Vfter 
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gaining  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  mag^nitlcent  sight  opened  up  to  ul>. 
So  sudden  was  our  appearance,  tliat  the  enemy  did  not  have 
time  to  extinguish  their  camp  fires,  so  that  their  whole  position 
was  revealed  to  us.  They  extinguished  the  fires,  however,  as 
hurriedly  as  possible,  and  before  the  main  colunm  of  our  com- 
mand came  up,  all  was  darkness.  The  main  body  of  their 
command  was  stationed  a  third  to  a  half  mile  distant,  forming;  a 
semicircle,  the  right  and  left  resting  on  the  swamp  through 
which  we  had  charged  in  our  advance.  Upon  the  arrival  of 
General  Corcoran  on  the  ground,  and  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  situation,  he  made  such  disposition  of  his  troops  as  he 
thought  best,  ordering  the  batteries  of  artillery  to  the  front, 
stationing  them  at  the  top  of  the  hill  near  the  wood,  and  opening 
fire  upon  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  enemy's  position.  There 
is  where  he  made  the  mistake  and  lost  the  golden  opportunity. 
Our  unexpected  charge  through  their  reserve  picket  station  had 
thrown  them  into  confusion,  and  had  the  advantage  gained  been 
followed  up  by  a  charge  of  the  whole  cavalry,  supported  by 
the  infantry,  without  doubt,  a  great  victory  would  have  been 
gained,  but,  like  too  many  occasions  of  the  kind  during  the 
war,  the  prize  was  lost  by  delay.  The  enemy,  recovering  from 
their  confusion,  and  doubtless  having  located  their  guns  before 
night,  with  a  view  to  commanding  the  approaches,  opened  fire 
upon  us,  and  so  accurately  had  they  the  range  of  our  battery's 
position,  and  the  road  over  which  the  troops  had  to  pass  in  ap- 
proaching them,  that  they  dealt  death  and  destruction  in  that 
locality.  Men  and  horses  were  shot  down  as  fast  as  they  could 
be  replaced  until  the  position  of  the  battery  was  changed.  The 
firing  was  kept  up  at  intervals  until  daylight,  both  sides  preparing 
for  a  retreat  as  day  approached;  indeed,  the  retreat  had  com- 
menced, but  fortunately  for  us  we  made  the  discovery  tirst  that 
the  enemy  was  retreating,  when  our  retrograde  movement  was 
stopped,  and  a  forward  movement  in  pursuit  was  ordered,  which 
really  amounted  to  following  them  as  they  made  good  their  re- 
treat, holding  our  forces  in  check  by  turning  a  gun  on  us 
when  we  approached  too  near.  A  determined  charge  on  the 
part  of  our  cavalry  would  soon  have  over-hauled  and  captured 
their  guns,  but  our  commanding  general  did  not  see  it  in  that  , 

light,  and  the  result  was  a  fruitless  victory;  while  we  drove  the  j 

enemy  back  over  Blackwater,  we  made  no  captures  and  lost  more 
men  by  far  than  they  did. 

■    "You  are  right  in  saying  that  there  was  great  demoralization 
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anionor  the  Pennsylvania  militia  (drafted  nicnV  Thcv,  in  nian>- 
cases,  threw  their  guns  away  and  stampeded  toward  Suttolk. 
a  fleeing  mob.  Altogether  it  was  a  badly  managed  affair.  We 
had  sufficient  force  to  have  captured  IJoneral  Pryor's  conmiand 
if  our  commanding  general  had  been  the  man  for  the  occasion.'' 

The  following  is  Major  Wetherill's  story  of  the  battle  of  the 
Deserted  House: 

*'J^ini-^ary  29th  we  were  ordered  to  get  ready  and  report 
to  General  Corcoran  for  an  expedition  against  General  R.  A. 
Pryor.  'We  reported  at  10  p.  m.,  and  halted  at  the  signal  sta- 
tion. Our  force  consisted  of  Corcoran's  Brigade.  Thirteenth 
Indiana,  One  Plundred  and  Thirtieth  New  York,  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts, One  Hundred  and  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  Davis' 
Battery  of  ^Massachusetts,  Fred  Follett's  Regulars,  artillery  and 
the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  We  drove  in  the  enemy's 
advance  pickets  about  a  mile  and  a  half  this  side  of  Deserted 
House  or  Kelly's  Cross  Roads.  The  Thirteenth  Indiana.  One 
Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Xew  York,  and  the  batteries  de'.eloped 
the  action  while  our  regiment  was  in  line  on  the  right  tiank.  As 
soon  as  we  reached  the  cleared  ground,  the  long  line  of  Confed- 
erate camp  fires  were  seen  stretching  out  from  near  the  railroad  to 
the  rear  of  Josh  Sinunon's  farm.  Our  batteries  inmiediately 
opened  fire  and  were  responded  to  by  their  eighteen  guns. 
The  two  guns  on  the  right  were  heavy  ones.  The  air  was 
filled  with  shot,  shell,  grape,  and  canister.  It  seems  that  this 
v^'as  but  the  rear  guard  of  Pryor's  command.  The  officer  v/ho 
commanded  the  artillery  liad  chosen  his  ground  in  the  dayligiit 
with  skill  and  accuracy  or  we  would  have  been  among  them 
with  the  saber. 

''About  3  A.  M.  I  was  sent  to  the  rear  with  the  regiment  to 
rally  the  stragglers  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Xew  York,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-fifth,  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-seventh  Penn- 
sylvania— new  recruits. 

"About  daylight  the  Eleventh  was  ordered  to  charge,  sup- 
ported by  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  and  One  Hundred  and  Thir- 
tieth Xew  York.  When  we  reached  th.e  enemy's  camp  and  the 
woods  behind  it.  tlicy  had  retreated.  Following  prom{)tly.  we 
found  them  on  the  heights  overlooking  Kinsdale  Swamp,  and  as 
they  retreated,  we  followed.  The  two  infantry  regiments  de- 
ployed on  each  side  of  tlie  road  and  across  the  suamp.  We 
followed  them  to  the  third  positicMi  and  captured  about  forty 
prisoners   from  whom   it   was  learned   that   the  enemy   had   lost 
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heavil}  in  the  fight  and  were  badly  demoralized.  Our  regi- 
nienta]  loss  was  slight,  two  killed  and  twelve  wounded.  The 
entire  command  lost  thirty  Iriiled  and  forty  wounded. 

'*We  were  proud  of  our  victor\-  since  General  Pryor  had 
selected  his  ground  in  daylight.  Some  dispute  occurred,  at 
the  second  stand  of  the  enemy,  between  General  Corcoran  and 
Colonel  Gibbs.  General  Corcoran  demanded  his  arms  and  or- 
dered him  to  consider  himself  in  arrest.  He  refused  to  surren- 
der his  arms  as  he  had  won  them  in  Mexico,  but  gallantly  seizing 
the  colors  of  his  regiment,  carried  them  through  the  two  stands 
made  by  the  enemy.  Our  regiment  gave  pursuit  as  far  as  Carrs- 
ville,  where  it  was  learned  the  enemy  had- retreated  in  bad  order 
to  Franklin." 
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longstreet's  siege,     south  anna  river,     colonel 
spear's  promotion. 

The  month  of  February  was  spent  in  the  usual  routine. 
Frequent  scouting  trips  were  made,  sometimes  amid  snow  and 
rain.  On  the  12th  of  March  as  Company  K  was  returning  from 
a  scout  to  Carrsville,  the  advance  guard  under  Corporal  Lewis 
was  fired  upon  from  the  pine  thicket  east  of  the  Deserted  House, 
and  the  corporal  was  killed.  On  the  evening  of  the  i6th  Colonel 
Spear,  with  six  companies  ot  tlie  Eleventh  and  two  sections  of 
Captain  Davis'  Battery  (Seventh  Massachusetts),  left  Suffolk  for 
another  reconnaissance  to  Franklin.  The  command  found  the 
enemy's  outer  picket  at  Flebron  Church,  four  and  a  half  miles 
from  Franklin;  these  were  promptly  charged,  but  they  escaped 
in  the  darkness.  The  command  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's 
position  east  of  the  river  just  after  daylight,  which  consisted 
of  a  strong  redoubt  mounting  two  heavy  guns.  These  com- 
manded the  road,  and  this  was  supplemented  by  a  breastwork  on 
either  flank.  Colonel  Spear  innnediately  ordered  Major  Strat- 
ton  to  charge  these  works  with  his  battalion  composed  of  Com- 
panies B,  D,  and  G.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed  by  the 
major,  who  charged  close  up  to  the  works;  but  seeing  that  cav- 
alry could  not  get  through  the  obstruction  used  for  defence,  he 
retired,  Lieutenant  Mowbray,  of  Company  B,  having  been  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  major  himself  was  also  wounded  and  his 
horse  killed.  General  Jenkins,  of  tlie  Confederate  service,  is 
said  to  have  mounted  the  works  and  to  have  cheered  the  boys  for 
their  gallant  charge.  The  colonel  may  not  have  been  in  proper 
mental  condition  when  he  ordered  these  charges  which  caused 
the  loss  of  twenty-eight  men  killed  and  wounded,  proving  that 
the  enemy  w^ere  determined  to  resist  the  passage  of  the  Black- 
water  at  this  point  and  to  prevent  the  interruption  of  the  Weldon 
Railroad. 

As  soon  as  Major  Stratton's  men  had -withdrawn,  Colonel 
Spear  conmiandcd  Captain  Davis  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
works  with  his  artillery,  but  after  throwing  a  few  shells  the  com- 
mand "Cease  firing"  was  given,  and  Major  Cornog,  with  his 
battalion,  consisting  of  companies  II,  I,  K,  was  ordered  to  make 
62 
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another  cliargc,  but  the  same  result  fohowed  as  in  the  pieviou^ 
charge. 

There  was  a  singular  occurrence  during  the  second  charge. 
When  the  battalion  was  near  the  eneniv's  works  the  command 
"Fire!"  was  given  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  artillery,  a  com- 
mand distinctly  heard  by  the  men  of  Company  K;  both  friction 
primers  exploded  but  neither  piece  went  off.  Sometime  after- 
ward a  deserter  who  was  present  during  this  event,  came  ta 
Suffolk,  and  said  the  cannoneers  made  an  error  in  loading,  hav- 
ing put  in  the  canister  first — a  very  fortunate  fact  which  kept  the 
scrapnel  in  the  guns  rather  than  in  the  face  of  the  charging 
company.  At  the  time,  however,  some  deemed  this  other  than 
a  mere  accident.  The  courage  displayed  by  the  Eleventh  was 
very  commendable,  and  though  no  direct  result  followed  the 
sacrifice  and  heroism  here  evinced,  yet  they  evidenced  the  pos- 
session of  soldier  qualities.  Camp-fire  talk  condemned  the  sec- 
ond charge,  since  Major  Stratton  had  examined  the  enemy's 
defense  before  retiring. 

On  the  23d  of  ]\larch  Lieutenant  Mowday  was  buried. 

Late  in  March  ^lajor  Stratton,  with  companies  A,  E,  G, 
and  I,  went  to  Urnifi.eld  on  the  Chowan  River  in  North  Carolina 
to  relieve  a  company  of  Union  North  Carolinians  who  were  be- 
sieged by  a  force  of  the  rebels;  but  when  he  arrived  there,  the 
enemy  retired  unto  an  impenetrable  swamp,  where  cavalry  could 
not  follow.  Major  Stratton  returned  to  camp,  bringing  a  large 
amount  of  captured  rebel  meat. 

The  next  important  move  at  Suffolk  was  Longstreet's  cele- 
brated siege  of  that  place,  which  opened  on  the  nth  of  April 
and  closed  on  the  2d  of  ]\Iay.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  nth,, 
the  picket  reserve  of  the  Eleventh,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Nimmon,  was  surprised;  the  lieutenant  and  three  of  his  men 
were  captured;  the  rest  escaped,  leaving  their  horses  and  arms 
with  the  enemy.  The  Confederates  made  inquiry  of  Lieutenant 
Nimmon  about  3.Iajor  Stratton,  who  was  in  North  Carolina,  but 
the  lieutenant  could  give  no  information.  Major  Stratton  had 
been  apprised  of  Longstrect's  move  by  General  Peck,  and  had 
been  ordered  to  take  post  at  South  :^lills.  N.  C,  that  the  ap- 
proach to  Norfolk  from  that  direction  might  be  guarded. 

Sercreant  Cruikshank,  in  a  letter  written  at  this  time,  speak- 
lU'y;  of  the  siege.  Sunday,  April  12th:  "Yesterday  the  alarm  was 
given  about  3  r.  m.,  that  our  pickets  were  attacked.  'Boots  and 
saddles'  sounded,  and  in  a  few  minutes  we  were  going  through 
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the  town  on  a  gall.-)p.  At  the  infantry  picket  station  we  found 
that  the  rebels  had  surprised  the  cavalry  picket  and  had  cap- 
tured most  of  the  arms,  all  the  horses,  the  lieutenant,  and  three 
oi  the  men.  We  were  drawn  up  behind  the  railroad  embank- 
ment, but  were  soon  ordered  out  on  the  Carrsville  Road,  only  to 
be  recalled  before  proceeding  far.  We  captured  two  prisoners, 
liowever.  The  colonel  questioned  them  as  to  the  force  in  our 
iront,  and  they  said  the  force  was  small.  The  colonel  did  not 
believe  them  and  called  for  a  rope  which  was  put  around  the 
neck  of  one  of  the  men,  and  the  end  was  thrown  over  the  limb 
of  a  persimmon  tree.  He  w\as  airain  asked  concerning:  the 
^enemy's  forces;  this  time  he  confessed  they  belonged  to  the  ad- 
vance of  Longstreet"s  army.  The  halter  was  then  taken  from 
ills  neck  and  the  man  chided  for  telling  under  a  threat. 

*'Our  pickets  in  front  were  Fired  upon.  We  shelled  the 
woods  with  our  howitzers.  We  were  ordered  to  return  to  our 
"breastworks,  where  the  regiment  remained  for  the  night.  At  8 
p.  M.  Lieutenant  Barclay  and  eight  men  of  Company  A  were  or- 
•dered  to  reconnoitre.  They  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  from 
the  railroad  when  they  were  fired  upon.  One  man  had  a  ball 
through  his  coat  sleeve.  Dunn  had  his  horse  shot  through 
the  neck;  both  fell.  A  rebel  ran  out  calling,  'Surrender,  you 
<i Yankee!'     Dunn  managed  to  regain  his  feet  and  ran  back. 

''April  13th.  All  quiet  except  an  occasional  shot  from  the 
gimboats.  We  are  now  behind  the  works  on  the  Somerton 
Road;  left  camp  at  9.30  a.  m.  The  rebels  came  in  sight  once  this 
morning*.  Our  guns  opened  fire  upon  them  and  they  retired. 
Most  of  the  ofhcers  are  at  the  front  reconnoitering.  The  gun- 
boats fire  at  intervals.  There  goes  a  shot!  The  boys  are  lying 
on  the  ground,  some  eating,  some  sleeping,  others  laughing 
and  talking,  as  if  nothing  were  the  matter.  Skirmishes  have 
been  going  on  all  the  afternoon  on  the  Somerton  and  South  Quay 
Roads.     The  gunboats  are  shelling  the  Petersburg  Road. 

"April  14th.  All  quiet  except  the  gunboats  which  have 
fired  at  intervals  all  through  the  night.  Near  sundown  yester- 
day ten  of  our  men  attempted  to  charge  across  an  open  ticld 
and  capture  some  rebels  who  were  in  advance  of  their  lines,  but 
they  found  it  too  hot  for  them  and  started  back.  On  their 
return  three  fell  after  reaching  the  shelter  of  the  wood.  Evans 
and  a  man  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  went  l)ack  and  carried  m 
one  of  the  wounded  amid  a  shower  of  bullets;  the  others  they 
were  compelled  to  leave. 
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"April  15th.  Three  companies  under  Colonel  Spear  went 
out  on  the  Somerton  Road.  There  were  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, and  some  infantry  out.  It  rained  hard  nearly  all  the  after- 
noon. The  artillery  shelled  a  house  which  some  rebel  sharp- 
shooters had  occupied.  While  tiring,  lightning-  struck  a  tree 
behind  the  battery  and  all  the  horses,  which  had  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  the  firing,  crouched  almost,  to  the  ground. 

"April  17.  Companies  A  and  E  were  out  on  the  Edenton 
Road.  A  detail  of  seven  men  was  made  from  Company  A  to 
act  as  orderly  for  the  officer  of  the  day.  Returned  to  camp  at 
5  p.  ,M.  After  supper  we  had  quite  a  pleasant  time  jumping 
the  rope.  The  band  was  playing  in  front  of  the  headquarters. 
To  have  seen  our  camp,  one  would  hardly  have  supposed  we 
were  besieged,  unless  reminded  by  the  heavy  thunder  of  cannon 
on  the  'Nansemond.'  The  situation  did  not  vary  much  from 
day  to  day.  The  usual  amount  of  picket  firing  was  kept  up; 
sometimes  the  big  guns  at  the  forts  would  open  up  for  a  while." 

The  chief  duty  of  the  Eleventh  during  Longstreet's  opera- 
tions was  acting  as  videttes  in  front  of  the  infantry  pickets  on  the 
Edenton  and  Somerton  Roads.  The  cavalry  videttes  managed 
to  find  big  trees  for  protection  and  ran  for  their  reserves  when- 
ever the  infantry  pickets  began  firing  at  each  other — the  in- 
fantry pickets  of  both  armies  were  w^ithin  gunshot  of  each  other. 
Soon,  however,  the  pickets  of  both  armies  agreed  not  to  open 
lire  at  each  other  except  in  case  of  an  advance  from  either  side; 
this  agreement  was  adhered  to  during  the  rest  of  the  siege. 

On  the  2 1  St,  Generals  Halleck  and  Dix  arrived  at  Suffolk, 
and  spent  several  hours  looking  over  affairs.  Companies  A,  E, 
and  I  acted  as  escorts  for  the  generals  during  their  brief  stay. 

On  the  24th  a  reconnaissance  was  made  in  force  on  the 
Edenton  Roads;  the  operations  on  the  former  were  conducted 
by  Colonel  Foster,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  and  the  latter  by 
Colonel  Buhler,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  Eleventh  acted  on  both  roads,  but  nothing  was 
accompHslied  beyond  developing  the  enemy's  position.  There 
was  very  little  fighting  done  on  these  two  roads  during  the  siege, 
but  on  the  South  Quay  front  the  skirmishing  was  incessant, 
and  a  number  of  gunboats  were  active  throwing  shells  day  and 
night  into  the  enemy's  trenches.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th 
detachments  of  the  Eighth  Connecticut  and  the  Eighty-ninth 
New  York,  numbering  270  officers  and  men.  were  sent  across  the 
river  below  Suffolk,  and  captured  a  battery  of  five  guns,  together 
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with  seven  officers  and  130  men.  This  brilliant  move  Uberated 
five  gunboats  up  the  river,  and  General  Getty,  in  his  official 
report,  makes  special  mention  of  this  success. 

Early  in  the  siege  General  Cojcoran  killed  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Kimball,  of  the  Nin.th  New  York.  Chaplain  Hanson 
says   of  this   sad   affair:   "'A   melancholy   episode   occurred   one 

■  night  at  the  beginning  of  the  siege.  Hawkins'  Zouaves,  w-hose 
time  had  nearly  expired,  arrived  at  Suffolk  to  reinforce  the  garri- 
son. Lieutenant-colonel  Kimball,  a  brave  officer,  attempted  to 
stop  General  Corcoran,  who  with  his  staff,  was  riding  to  in- 
spect the  disposition  of  the  forces.  The  general  immediately 
drew  his  pistol  and  shot  him.  Colonel  Kimball  was  evidently 
not  himself,  but  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  x-V  court  of  in- 
quiry exonerated  General  Corcoran  in  this  matter."' 

There  was  another  incident  occurred  during  the  siege  which 
was  seen  bv  manv  of  the  Eleventh.     A  familv  whose  house  was 

.  burned  just  outside  our  works,  attempted  to  seek  safety  by 
fleeing  to  our  lines,  and  while  doing  so  the  wife  w^as  killed. 
It  w^as  particularl)'  sad  to  see  the  little  boy  running  on  before, 
waving  a  flag  of  truce,  while  his  father  followed,  driving  a  team 
in  which  lay  the  body  of  his  wife.  The  rebels  accused  the  Union 
troops  of  the  deed — the  Union,  the  rebels.  Evidently,  the 
sad  aft'air  was  accidental,  for  no  one  would  be  intentionaliv  s:uiltv 
of  such  an  act.  The  facts  in  the  case  were  these:  a  skirmish 
was  in  progress,  and  the  house  where  the  family  lived  was  be- 
tween the  lines.  Being  badly  frightened,  the  woman  rushed  out 
of  doors,  probably  not  aware  of  what  she  was  doing,  and  was 

'    hit  by  a  bullet;  but  by  which  side,  who  knows?     Not  mortals.. 

On    the    1st   of   May   the    Ninety-ninth    New    York    under 

.  Colonel  Nixon,  crossed  the  bridge  on  the  South  Quay  Road,  and 

advanced   toward  the   enemy's  rifle  pits.       W'hen  within   short 

,  range  of  the  pits  the  enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire  which  forced 
the  advancing  party  to  retreat,  leaving  its  dead  and  wounded 
on  the  field. 

At  midnight  on  tlie  3d  a  deserter  came  over  to  our  lines 
and  re})orted  the  eneniv  to  be  retiring.     Detachments,  preceded 

.■  by  cavalry,  were  sent  out  along  the  various  roads.     Many  strag- 

■  glers  were  picked  uj)  h\  Companies  A  and  E  on  the  Somerton 
Road.  Company  K  went  out  on  the  Edenton  Road  as  far  as 
Cypress  Chapel,  ton  miles  beyond  Suffolk,  finding  but  three 
stragglers — a  captain,  sergeant,  and  corporal  of  a  Georgia  regi- 
ment, detaiiu'd  by  tlu>  maids  of  Dismal  Swamp.     They  felt  quite 
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chai^rincd  wIku  tlicy  found  tlic  Yankees  instead  of  their  own 
troops  occupying-  the  country,  for  they  had  left  camp  on  the 
previous  evening- without  leave. 

Major  Wetherill  kept  in  his  note  book  an  almost  daily  ac- 
count of  the  siege  \\  hich  may  be  ^vell  to  note  : 

''April  II.  Lieutenant  Simmons,  commanding  the  pickets 
on  the  South  Quay  Road  was  surprised  and  captured,  also  fifteen 
men,  twenty-two  horses,  and  arms.  This  was  caused  by  the 
neglect  of  Pat  Everett,  of  Company  D,  wdio  failed  to  shoot  or 
notify  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  We  were  soon  out  in  line 
on  the  South  Quay  Road.  Roberts,  of  Company  D,  made  a 
dash  at  the  pickets  and  captured  three  men.  These  were  brought 
to  Colonel  Spear  who  intended  to  hang  them.  Knowing  his 
condition,  I  rode  forward  to  the  tree  and  cautioned  him.  He 
turned  over  the  prisoners  to  me  and  I  apologized  for  the  col- 
onel's hasty  temper.  They  said,  'Major,  you  have  saved  our 
lives.  We  knew  old  Spear  in  Indianola  wdien  sergeant-major  of 
the  Second  Dragoons.  He  was  just  full  enough  to  hang  us.' 
From  them  we  learned  they  were  of  the  Eleventh  Texas,  Hood's 
Division,  and  they  stated  that  General  Prentiss  was  advancing 
with  10,000  men;  that  General  Longstreet  w^ith  6,000  men; 
Hood's  Division  with  6,000  men  was  approaching  Suffolk  by 
the  Franklin  Road;  General  Anderson  was  coming  by  the 
Edenton  and  Somerton  Road.  Thus  Suffolk  was  invested, 
f  "The  'Secesh'  women  were  out  on  the  streets  dressed  in 
their  very  best,  their  faces  snnling.  A  reconnaissance  was  made 
and  the  enemy  found  in  force  beyond  the  railroad.  A  skirmish 
took  place.  Pat  Houfer,  of  Company  L,  had  his  horse  killed. 
A  Confederate  pounced  out  of  the  woods  crying,  'I've  got  you!' 
Houfer  looked  up,  and,  covering  him  with  a  pistol,  replied,  'The 

h you  have!'  and  shot  him:  then  made  his  way  back  to  the 

regiment.  W^e  fell  back  to  the  railroad  and,  using  the  em.- 
bankment  as  a  breastwork,  dismounted  and  fought  the  enemy 
with  our  Spencer's  and  howitzers  until  recalled  by  dispatches 
from  headquarters.  Dismounted,  we  reported  to  General  Ferry 
within  the  entrenchments.  Our  entire  pickets  were  driven  in 
about  10  p.  M.  We  were  uneasy  about  Major  Stratton,  who,  with 
Companies  G.  E,  and  I,  was  at  White  Oak  Sw^amp  on  the  Eden- 
ton Road...  A  captured  negro  reported  the  enemy  as  30.000 
strong,  with  30.000  following. 

''After  passing  a  quiet  night,  on  the  morning  of  April  T3th 
we  were  ordered  out  on  the  Somerton  Road  to  resist  the  ad- 
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vance  on  that  road,  sklrniisliing  and  capturing'  a  few  pickets. 
At  1.30  A.  M.  the  enemy  advanced  in  force,  opening  fire  on  Forts 
Union,  McClellan.  and  Nansemond  witli  twelve-pound  howitzers. 
We  promptly  replied  and  in  five  rounds  spoiled  one  Confederate 
howitzer.  The  enemy  soon  retreated  and  fell  back  to  their  first 
position  at  Brother's  house. 

''Companies  G,  E,  and  I,  under  Major  Stratton,  went  around 
the  swamp  destroying  bridg'es  and  came  back  to  camp  by  way 
of  Deep  Creek  and  Portsmouth.  They  were  cut  off  by  the  en- 
veloping of  Suffolk.  The  gunboats  on  the  Nansemond  River 
did  good  service. 

''April  14.  The  day  has  passed  without  our  regiment  being 
called  to  the  front.  About  11  a.  m.  our  forces  on  the  Edenton 
Road  advanced  with  one  batterv  and  drove  the  enemv  back  to 
their  position  near  Washington's  Ditch,  Dismal  Swamp.  This 
w^as  the  original  outlet  for  canoes  from  the  Dismal  Swamp 
which  had  been  surveyed  and  cut  by  Washington.  On  the 
South  Quay  Roads  the  sharpshooters  carried  on  a  duel  at  long 
range.  The  most  important  action  was  between  the  gunboats 
and  the  Confederate  Hill  Point  batteries. 

"April  15th.  About  4  a.  m.  the  enemy  was  driven  back  on 
the  Edenton  Road,  about  four  miles,  and  our  pickets  re-estab- 
lished. During  the  morning  a  force  moved  out,  deploying 
at  the  picket  line,  finding  the  Confederate  outposts  at  Brother's 
farm.  A  sharp  engagement  followed,  driving  in  the  enemy's 
outposts  to  their  main  line,  where  four  regiments  of  infantry 
with  artillery  and  cavalry  were  drawn  up  in  line.  Our  men 
were  ordered  to  dash  up  the  road  as  far  as  Pirother's  house. 
One  of  the  best  men  of  the  Ohio  Company,  M,  fell.  There  was 
skirmishing  up  to  within  ten  yards  of  hhn,  but  the  firing  was 
too  hot.  while  it  was  evident  that  the  enemy  was  using  him  as 
a  decoy.  Companies  D  and  L,  of  the  One  Plundred  and  Sixty- 
fifth  l'*ennsylvania.  w  ith  a  yell  charged  to  within  five  or  six  feet 
of  our  comrade,  but  the  firing  was  too  heavy  for  them. 

"Quite  a  livelv  time  on  the  Nansemond  to-dav,  in  which 
T'ollett's  batterv  silenced  an  enemy's  batterv  that  was  annovincf 
the  gunboats. 

"April  17th.  A  heavy  demonstration  was  made  by  the 
enemy  to-day  to  cross  the  Nansemond.  They  sunk  one  of  our 
wooden  boats,  but  were  unsuccessful.  Large  reinforcements  are 
arriving;  6,000  reached  us  to-day. 

''April  20th.     Ceneral  Cetty  crossed  the  Nansemond  with  a 
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picked  brigade  and  ca})tured  Hill's  Point  Jkitter}-,  takini^-  five 
pieces  of  artillery,  nine  commissioned  officers,  and  190  men. 

''April  22d.  The  enemy  are  quite  triendl}'  to-day.  Pickets 
are  chatting  on  both  sides.  The  adjutant  of  the  Tweiuietli  \  ir- 
ginia,  Lieutenant  Painter,  sent  word  that  the  man  of  Company 
M  whom  we  fought  so  hard  to  recover  on  the  Edenton  Road,  had 
had  his  leg  amputated  and  was  doing  well,  while  a  Company  L 
man  had  been  buried  in  front  of  Brother's  house.  I  sent 
Lieutenant  Painter  a  bottle  of  Catawba  and  two  boxes  of  sardines 
for  his  kind  attention. 

"April  25th.  Ordered  to  lead  a  reconnaissance  in  force 
out  on  the  Edenton  Road  as  far  as  possible  with  Company  K, 
one  company  of  the  jNIounted  Rifles,  and  one  howitzer.  We 
drove  in  the  pickets  from  ICverett's  Lane  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  where  their  rifle  pits  ranged — say  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.  I  de[)lo}ed  as  ordered  ;  our  carbineers  kept  up  the  fight. 
The  Eleventh  Connecticut  came  on  splendidly.  I  moved  to 
the  right  to  Elisha  Everett's  house  and  kept  our  howitzer  going. 
I  w^as  surprised  to  find  i\Irs.  Everett,  the  children,  and  an  old 
slave,  Zack,  in  the  house.  Mr.  Everett  was  a  prisoner  at  Suffolk. 
I  ordered  the  family  to  the  cellar ;  made  old  Zack  throw  fence 
rails  and  rack  them  against  the  cellar  wall  toward  the  enemy; 
then  bring  all  the  beds  to  the  cellar  and  made  a  shelter  for  the 
family.  This  saved  them,  as  several  shells  exploded  in  the  house. 
When  the  order  to  fall  back  and  protect  the  rear  was  given.  I 
received  General  Corcoran's  order  to  burn  the  house.  I  wrote 
to  him  bv  the  orderlv  explaining^  that  since  the  husband  and 
father  was  our  prisoner  we  were  bound  to  protect  the  family, 
especially  since  he  had  done  no  harm  to  our  forces  and  his  ar- 
rest had  simi.-'ly  been  as  a  precaution.     This  saved  his  house. 

''April  26th.  All  cjuiet  along  our  front  except  the  duel  be- 
tween sharpshooters.  I  learn  that  the  management  of  the  how- 
itzer was  very  effective  and  much  admired  at  headquarters.  The 
fact  is,  Zack.  Everett's  old  slave,  told  me  exactly  where  the 
enemy  were  in  the  woods.  Lieutenant  Prtulhomme  served  it 
with  his  usual  vim  which  saved  the  right  flan]>:  oi  our  infantry 
from  being  turned. 

"Dick  Hardin,  of  Coiupany  D,  asked  permission,  l)cing  dis- 
mounted, ta  go  with  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  on  one  of  the  trips. 
Skirmishing  in  front  with  them  he  was  severely  woutuled  in  the 
leg.  When  the  retreat  sounded  an  Indiana  man  lay  down  along- 
side of  him,  feigning  death  until  dark,  when  he  took  him  on  his 
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back   and    carried   the   wounded    man    to    our    pickets.        Poor 
Hardin!     He  died  from  his  wound. 

''April  2Stli.  Ail  quiet  along-  tlic  lines,  except  on  the  Nanse- 
mond  front.  Tv/o  wooden  tug  gunboats  safely  ran  the  blockade 
and  developed  new  batteries. 

"May  2d.  At  4  r.  ^[.  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  crossed 
Nansemond  2vlill  Bridge.  The  Confederate  rifle  pits  were  nuich 
closer  than  usual.  A  reserve,  massed  in  colunuis  of  divisions 
near  the  signal  station  with  a  large  line  behind  the  Petersburg 
Railroad  embankment,  was  in  readiness.  Tlie  Ninety-ninth  fell . 
back  and  recrossed  the  bridge,  leaving  six  killed  and  40 
wounded. 

"Colonel  Gibbs  had  another  attack  of  angina  pectoris  to-day. 
Dr.  Plarlan  and  myself  rushed  to  his  quarters.  He  was  gasping 
and  purple.  Harlan  got  a  half  newspaper,  bared  his  chest,  w'et 
him  with  whiskey  and  lit  a  match  to  produce  a  sudden  blister 
over  the  heart.  It  would  not  burn.  The  colonel  glanced  down 
at  it  and  gasped  'Commissary.'  A  good  canteen  was  brought, 
the  paper  relit,"  a  blister  produced,  and  his  life  saved. 

"May  3d.  General  Getty,  with  10,000  men,  Davis  and 
Howard's  batteries,  also  500  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  crossed 
the  Nansemond  at  the  draw-bridge,  and  drove  the  rebels  from 
their  rifle  pits.  The  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  New  York  (Germans)  suffered  considerably. 
Seventy-five  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  artillery  duel  was 
terrific.  Lieutenant  Beecher,  son  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  fine  and  close  shooting.  At  nightfall 
the  troops  were  withdrawn,  leaving  one  regiment  of  infantry  on 
picket  to  hold  the  ground  gained.  On  the  Confederate's  side 
Hood's  Brigade  was  supported  by  Pickett's  Division. 

"May  4th.  About  1.30  p.  >f.  I  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Foster,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  with  Companies  A 
and  E.  It  appears  that  Pieutenant  Butts,  of  Company  I,  was  on 
picket  on  the  Somerton  Road.  He  and  a  sergeant  had  crept 
forward  and  had  climbed  a  tree.  They  noticed  that  the  Con- 
federate guard  had  been  relieved  b\-  men  with  knapsacks,  while 
those  relieved  had  none.  Sui>posing  an  evacuation,  mounting 
his  horse  h.e  rode  in  and  reported  the  fact  to  Colonel  Foster,  who 
was  commanding  the  brigade  at  that  point.  We  dashed  out 
along  Somerton  road  to  Leesville,  thence  to  Quaker  Church 
and  Holly  Neck  Chapel,  capturing  T50  footsore  Johnnies.  When 
we   reached   Ilollx-   Xeck  Chapel,   Pickett's   Division   was   felling 
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trees  and  obstructiiiQ"  roads,  and  we  skirmished  with  tlieni  until 
recalled  to  Holland's  Corner. 

"Longstreet's  and  Hill's  troops  affected  a  juncture  at  Carrs- 
villc  and  took  cars  for  Richmond  to  unite  with  the  forces  con- 
tending with  General  Hooker;  they  stole  away.  General  Peck 
commanded  at  Suffolk  and  was  too  far  from  the  advance  to  be 
consulted  in  time  to  take  advantge  of  circumstances. 

''Such  was  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  \^a.,  one  of  the  best  fortified 
and  best  defended  earthworks  at  that  time.  The  incessant 
digging  and  building  of  redoubts,  gave  rise  to  a  funny  story  of 
Peck's  fortifications.  Reviewing  Corcoran's  Irish  Brigade  one 
day,  he  called  an  Irishman  with  a  fearfully  dirty  musket  to  the 
front  and  reprimanded  him.  Pat,  standing  at  a  'present  arms,* 
with  his  filthy  piece,  replied :  'General,  you  should  see  my  spade. 
You  could  shave  with  it.'  The  general  rode  on,  followed  by 
loud  laughter. 

"May  5th.  Our  regiment  was  complimented  by  Generals 
Peck,  Foster,  and  Corcoran  for  pursuing  the  Confederates,  and 
Butts  was  praised  for  his  vigilance.  The  siege  of  Suffolk  lasted 
through  twenty-three  days  of  hard  fighting  without  result." 

The  move  against  Suffolk,  which  at  the  time  was  supposed 
to  be  for  the  capture  of  the  town  and  the  occupying  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  proved  to  be  nothing  but  an  immense  foraging 
expedition;  nearly  all  the  provisions  were  seized  in  that  region 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  east  of  the  Blackwater,  and 
Chowan  Rivers  and  south  of  Dismal  Swamp,  leaving  little  for 
the  war-stricken  people  until  another  crop  could  be  raised.  All 
the  inhabitants  of  the  region,  subject  to  military  duty,  had  been 
conscripted. 

General  Peck,  in  summing  up  the  result  of  the  Union  side, 
says :  "We  have  taken  five  pieces  of  the  celebrated  Farquhar 
Artiller}'.  about  400  prisoners.  Probably  500  or  600  have  been 
killed,  500  have  deserted,  making  a  total  of  at  least  r.500.  Our 
own  loss,  44  killed,  202  wounded,  14  missing,  total  260.  All  the 
morale,  prestige,  and  glory  belong  to  the  patient  and  brave 
officers  and  men  of  tlie  Federal  army."  Probably  the  general's 
estimate  in  killed  and  wounded  is  unduly  large,  for  no  assault 
on  our  works  was  made  and  the  loss  would  be  offset  by  con- 
scripts gathered  through  the  country. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  withdrew,  the  old  routine  was  re- 
sumed, much  to  the  delight  of  the  Fleventh,  for  all  were  heartily 
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tired  of  being  cooped   up  for  three  weeks,  especiall}'  since  the 
spring  season  had  come  with  its  flowers  and  scent. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  a  large  force  of  infantry,  ac- 
;  conipanied  by  Howard's  and  Davis's  P»atterics.  and  nearly  all  the 
mounted  men  under  Colonel  R.  S.  Foster  of  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana,  started  toward  the  Blackwater.  The  command  halted 
for  supper  at  Deserted  House  and  resumed  its  march  after  dark, 
reaching  Carrsville  about  daylight  next  morning.  The  purpose 
of  the  expedition  was  to  protect  the  workmen  who  were  taking 
up  the  rails  of  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  using  the  road  and  taking  the  rails  to  make 
repairs  elsewhere.  The  advance  halted  about  three  miles  from 
Franklin;  work  was  begun,  but  the  workmen  were  soon  scattered 
by  the  explosion  of  a  number  of  shells  in  their  midst,  the  enemy 
having  discovered  the  design.  Chaplain  Hanson  says  this  dis- 
covery was  caused  by  the  brave  and  impetuous  Spear  who  had 
determined  to  capture  the  rebel  pickets,  known  to  be  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  railroad  and  the  pike.  The  chaplain  also  speaks  of 
Colonel  Spear's  charge:  "Away  we  went!  I  could  think  of 
nothing  but  a  whirl whind.  a  cloud  of  dust  rising  to  conceal  us, 
while  the  horses  seemed  to  enjoy  the  affair  as  much  as  the 
men.  We  drove  the  rebel  videttes  into  their  fortifications,  and 
then  as  swiftly  countermarched."  Companies  A,  E,  H,  and  K 
were  with  Colonel  Spear  on  this  occasion.  The  enemy  followed 
him  back  and  quite  some  fighting  took  place  that  day  and  the 
next,  causing  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  w^ork,  but  the 
w'orkmen  persevered,  and  by  the  19th  enough  track  was  removed 
in  the  direction  of  Suffolk  to  permit  operations  to  be  extended 
to  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad  at  Windsor. 

W'hile  making  a  night  march  from  Carrsville  to  Windsor, 
a  fatal  error  was  made  sometime  after  midnight.     As  we  marched  '; 

along  in  the  dark,  half  asleep,  we  were  startled  by  heavy  firing 
on  the  other  road — we  were  moving  by  two  roads.  There  were 
dense  woods  between  us.  so  we  hurried  on  to  the  Deserted  House, 
where  we  joined  tlie  other  troops  and  learned  the  cause  of  the 
firin"-  durincf  the  niHit.  It  seems  that  the  colonel  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Seventieth  Xew  York  was  riding  a  spirited  horse. 
He  struck  a  match,  intending  to  smoke,  when  the  horse,  startled 
by  the  flash,  sprang  to  one  side,  and  threw  him  ofY.  Tlie  horse 
galloped  back"  through  the  ranks,  and  a  panic  ensued.  The  cry 
was  raised  that  the  rebels  were  coming;  firing  conunenced; 
those  in  front  fired  into  the  rear  of  the  Ninth  New  York,  who 
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were  ahead  of  thcin.     The  Xinth  returned  the  fire  and  marched 
on.     Our  men  were  still  on  picket  at  Carrsville ;  some  of  them 

were  sent  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing,  but  they  did  not 
dare  to  go  near,  fur  they  seemed  to  be  tiring  in  all  directions. 
The  next  morning  when  our  company  was  relieved  from  picket 

.  and  reached  the  spot,  they  found  an  ambulance  containing  Col- 
onel ]vlurphy's  headquarter's  outfit  overtiu*ncd  and  two  men 
lying  on  the  road  dead.  A  man  came  out  of  the  woods  and 
wished  to  surrender,  thinking  they  were  rebels.  He  said  that 
there  had  been  a  fierce  fight  the  night  before.  On  reaching 
the  woods,  six  or  eight  men  were  foimd,  whom  Colonel  Spear 
placed  under  arrest.  The  incident  illustrates  how  easily  a  panic 
may  be  created.  These  men  had,  only  a  few  days  before, 
met  the  enemy  and  fought  well. 

The  work  of  taking  up  the  track  continued  until  the  27th, 
when  all  outside  our  infantry  pickets  at  Suffolk  was  removed, 
and  during  the  work  the  Eleventh  was  kept  busy  picketing 
and  scouting  in  all  directions.  During  the  operations  around 
Carrsville,  Private  Wall,  of  Company  A,  was  ordered  to  assist 
in  removing  a  family  to  a  place  of  safety  during  an  impending 
light.  Wall  took  a  small  child  in  front  of  him  and  started  for 
a  neighbor  outside  our  lines.  While  on  the  way  he  passed  a 
squad  of  rebel  bushwhackers,  one  of  whom  drew  up  his  gun 
to  shoot,  but  seeing  the  child  decided  to  wait  until  Wall  re- 
turned. The  private  took  the  child  to  the  intended  place  and 
returned  by  another  road,  which  in  all  likelihood  saved  his 
life. 

While  at  Windsor  Private  John  Brink  was  sent  to  Suffolk 
witli  an  important  dispatch.  When  outside  our  lines  Brink  was 
halted  by  bushwhackers  and  ordered  to  surrender,  but  instead  of 
so  doing,  put  spur  to  his  horse,  threw  himself  alongside  the 
animal's  neck  on  the  left  side,  and,  as  is  natural,  threw  up  his 
right  arm  which  was  shattered  by  a  bullet  below  the  shoulder 
and  elbow.  Brink  arrived  at  one  of  our  reserve  pickets  in  a 
fainting  condition.  He  was  conveyed  to  Hampton  Plospital 
w'here  Dr.  Allen  removed  a  portion  of  the  bone  and  inserted  a 
silver  tube. 

But  little  of  importance  occurred  during  the  remainder  of 
the  stay  of.  the  tlleventh  at  .Suffolk.  A  dispute  occurred  be- 
tween Colonel  Spear  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Stetzel  which  re- 
sulted in  the  court  martial  of  the  lieutenant-colonel.  During 
the   month   of  June   picketing  cavalry   became   very   risky;   the 
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ro])cl  coniniaiider  at  Franklin  sent  small  companies  of  his  men 
to  the  vicinity  of  Snflolk  and  several  cavalry  videttes  were  killed 
by  tlieni.  On  tlie  nth  of  June  Colonel  Blake  obtained  permis- 
sion to  see  if  this  practice  could  not  be  stopped.  His  force- 
•consisted  of  twenty  men  from  Company  A,  eight  from  Company 
Cr,  and  three  men  from  Company  E.  Private  Evans  and  Farrier 
Smith,  of  Company  A,  acted  as  scouts,  being-  dressed  in  rebel 
uniform.  The  party  left  our  camp  at  midnight;  rode  beyond  our 
pickets,  where  they  dismounted  and  proceeded  on  foot.  Tiieir 
horses  were  taken  back  b\'  men  who  went  along  for  that  purpose. 
Keeping  in  the  woods,  they  made  their  way  for  eight  miles  up 
the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  when  they  secreted 
themselves  near  the  track.  The  scouts  went  on  to  Carrsville. 
They  visited  many  houses  along  the  way  and  found  the  people 
more  communicative  than  when  they  were  talking  to  Union 
•soldiers.  After  dark  the  scouts  made  their  way  to  the  hiding 
place  of  Lieutenant  Blake's  party.  It  was  a  long  tramp  and 
nearly  daylight  when  they  reached  there.  As  soon  as  it  was 
light  the  heutenant  sent  Sergeant  Jenkins  with  eight  men  to 
Deserted  House  to  guard  that  point.  Carter  was  sent  to  Suffolk 
with  a  dispatch.  He  had  not  gone  far  when  he  discovered  a 
party  coming  up  the  railroad  and  he  immediately  returned  and 
informed  the  lieutenant,  who  hid  his  men  behind  trees  and 
"bushes  with  orders  not  to  fire  until  the  word  was  given.  The 
rebels  came  on  talking  and  laughing,  little  dreaming  of  the 
ambush  ahead  of  them.  Just  before  they  reached  the  right  of 
the  line,  a  man  on  the  left  let  his  carbine  go  off.  Alarmed  by 
the  shot  the  rebels  sprang  for  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side 
when  our  men  fired  at  random,  being  as  much  startled  by  the 
imexpected  shot  as  the  rebels.  Ring  threw  down  his  carbine 
and  follo^\'ed  them,  revolver  in  hand.  Two  of  the  rebels  leveled 
their  rifles  at  him,  but  he  succeeded  in  reaching  a  tree  before 
they  fired.  The  rest  of  our  men  came  pouring  across  the  track, 
and,  finding  they  could  not  stay,  the  rebels  started  to  run.  A 
shot  stopped  a  sergeant  of  a  .South  Carolina  regiment;  the  rest 
fled  through  the  woods  pursued  b>'  our  men.  Sergeant  Jenkins 
and  party,  who  were  not  far  away,  heard  the  firing  and  started 
back,  and  ran  into  the  fleeing  rebels.  The  foremost  of  them 
cried  out:  *']My  God!  Here  they  are  again!"  These  were  his 
last  words.  On  their  return  to  Carrsville.  the  rebels  told  the 
people  the  Eleventh  had  pursued  them.  Our  men  returned  to 
Sufffjlk,  and,  not  w  i^hiu'j-  tlic  means  tliev  had  used  to  l)e  known. 
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brought  tlic  scouts  in  as  ]:>risoncrs.  As  they  marched  through* 
the  town,  the  road  was  Hucd  with  infantry  and  the  scouts  had 
to  run  a  gauntlet  of  cu.rscs  and  taunts.  "What  did  you  bring 
thcni  in  for?''  "See  wliat  bad  eyes  that  fellow  has  got!"  were 
among  the  greetings  they  received.  The  lesson  was  a  lasting 
one,  for  tlie  pickets  were  not  molested  after  that. 

From  the  12th  to  the  18th  the  Eleventh  was  part  of  General 
Foster's  conmiand,  which  was  reconnoiterincr  the  line  of  the 
Blackwater  from  I^aurence's  Ford  to  South  Quay  to  see  if  the 
enemy  v;as  still  in  force  along  the  river.  Finally,  it  was  learned 
that  nearly  all  the  troops  had  been  sent  to  reinforce  Lee,  leaving 
a  few  pickets  at  the  principal  crossings  to  make  an  appearance  of 
resisting.  The  command  returned  to  camp,  and  it  was  soon  evi- 
denced that  Suffolk  was  to  be  abandoned  in  the  near  future.  On 
the  226.  the  Eleventh  bade  farewell  to  its  home  for  more  than  a 
year,  and  took  the  road  for  Portsmouth,  where  it  arrived  during 
the  afternoon  of  that  day  and  began  to  embark  on  river  steam- 
boats, bound  for  Yorktown.  The  transportation  was  not  com- 
pleted until. late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d;  the  last  companies 
to  embark  were  not  landed  at  Yorktown,  and  much  suffering  was 
caused  among  the  horses  for  the  want  of  water.  At  Yorktown, 
detachments  of  the  Second  ]\Iassachusetts  and  Tw^elfth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  numbering  250  men,  under  Lieutenant  Davis,  joined  the 
command,  increasing  its  numbers  to  1,050  effective  men.  These 
detachments  were  fragments  of  Kilpatrick's  brigade  of  Stone- 
man's  conunand  which  had  raided  the  country  between  Lee's 
army  and  Richmond  during  the  month  of  May.  The  horses  of 
these  detachments  were  badly  used  up  by  the  hard  marching, 
which  gave  Kilpatrick  the  well-earned  sobricpiet,  "Kilcavalry." 
The  horses  were  left  to  recuperate  instead  of  returning  with  the 
rest  oi  the  command  to  the  Rappahannock.  The  colors  of  the 
Eleventh  were  lost  while  changing  boats  at  Yorktown  ;  evidently 
they  had  been  stolen.  The  companies  of  the  Eleventh,  which 
had  laiKJed  at  Yorktown.  together  with  Colonel  Davis's  detach- 
ment, re-enil larked  during  the  afternoon  of  the  24th,  arriving  at 
White  House  Landing  about  7  a.  m.  next  morning.  The  small 
force  <"^f  the  enemy's  cavalry  near  the  landing  was  easily  dispersed 
by  a  few  shells  from  the  ^"unboats,  and  the  troops  were  rapidly 
lande<l.  using  an  old  canal  boat  as  a  wharf. 

Cc^lonel  Spear  marched  rapi<ll}'  to  Tun.stall's  Station,  where 
he  found  a  cavalry  picket,  which  immediatel}'  tied.  A  sutler's 
store    at    the    station   was   looted   and   burned.     The   conunand 


76  KLE\'1£NTII    PI:NXSVL\AXIA    C.WALRY. 

marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Thmovcrtown,  and,  in  a  heavy  down- 
pour of  rain,  bivouaced  for  tlic  nii^ht.  Early  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th,  Colonel  Spear  marched  toward  Hanover  Court  Hou^e. 
On  the  way.  several  small  parries  of  rebel  foras^'ers  were  captured. 
and  from  them  it  was  learned  that  a  part  of  Long^street's  quarter- 
master's train  was  encamped  near  the  Court  House.  When  the 
advance  guartl  arri\ed  at  the  railroad  depot  near  the  Court 
House,  a  train  of  cars  was  pulling  out  for  Richmond,  said  to 
have  500  Union  prisoners  on  board,  who  had  been  captured  a 
few  days  l^efore  at  Winchester.  \\'hen  the  Court  House  was 
reached,  Colonel  Spear  detached  Major  Wetherill,  with  a  squad- 
ron of  the  Eleventh,  with  orders  to  take  charo"e  of  the  Quarter- 
master's  train  and  other  public  property  ;  to  send  all  that  could 
be  moved  across  the  river  at  Nelson's  Bridge,  and  to  destroy'  the 
balance. 

The  colonel  then  marclied  his  conmiand  to  the  Virg'inia 
Central  Railroad  bridge  across  the  South  Anna  River,  which  was 
defended  by  a  block  house  and  an  earth  work  on  the  north  side, 
manned  bv  12^  officers  and  men  of  the  Eortv-ninth  Carolina, 
under  Lieutenant  Hargrove.  ^Vrriving  at  the  bridge.  Colonel 
Spear  attacked  the  Confederates,  opening  a  vigorous  hre  on  their 
position.  The  enemy  made  a  strong  resistance.  Crossing  over 
to  the  other  end  of  the  bridge,  the  colonel  ordered  Captain 
Skelley,  with  his  own  company  and  Company  A,  down  the  river, 
to  cross  by  a  ford  and  attack  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  which  was 
done.  In  the  nieantime,  Lieutenant  John  L.  Roper,  in  conmiand 
of  the  advance  guard,  made  up  a  detail  from  the  several  com- 
panies of  the  regiment,  crossed  the  river  at  a  shorter  distance 
l)elow  the  l^ridge,  dismounted  his  men  under  cover  of  a  thick 
growth  of  brush,  proceeded  on  foot,  charged  and  captured  this 
guard  after  a  hand-to-hand  conflict.  Captain  Skelley  came  up 
In  time  to  take  part.  The  Confederates  made  a  gallant  resistance. 
but  were  not  al)lc  to  withstand  the  attack,  and  therefore  sur- 
rendered. Eirst  sergeant  of  Company  P>  was  killed  by  one  of  the 
prisoners  after  the  surrender.  11  is  slayer  was  instantly  sliot  and 
several  other  prisoners  were  killed  and  wounded,  it  being  ^\\\)- 
posed  that  hostilities  had  again  resumed.  Colonel  Spear  imme- 
diately marched  liis  prisoners  to  the  senith  side,  burned  the  bridge 
and  block  Iv'use,  parolled  thirteen  prisoners  who  were  badly 
wounded,  and  returned  to  Hanover  Court  House. 

While  the  hi^ht  at  the  bridge  was  going  (.^w,  Colonel  Spear 
learned  thr^Migh  Theoulious  Stratton,  Company  D,  who  had  lo- 
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catoc!  the  general  from  information  received  from  an  old  colored 
man,  that  Brigadier-general  Wm.  F.  H.  Lee,  a  son  of  Robert  E. 
L,oc,  was  at  the  residence  of  General  Wickham,  his  father-in-law, 
not  far  away.  The  general  had  been  wounded  in  the  cavalry 
fight  early  in  the  month  at  Brandy  Station,  and  had  been  sent 
back  to  his  family.  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  news,  a 
detacliment  of  Company  F,  under  Lieutenant  Tears,  was  sent 
with  orders  to  bring  General  Lee  to  our  lines,  if  he  could  ride. 
The  order  was  obeyed.  The  lieutenant  hitched  up  two  of  his 
hor>e>  to  General  Wickham's  family  carriage  and  thus  brought 
General  Lee  to  Colonel  Spear,  just  as  the  battle  at  the  bridge 
ended.  Lee  and  Colonel  Spear  had  known  each  other  in  the  old 
army  (one  as  an  officer  and  the  other  as  an  enlisted  man).  Gen- 
eral Lee  asked  to  be  paroled,  saying  that  he'  had  captured 
thousands  of  L^nion  prisoners  and  expected  to  capture  thousands 
more,  but  he  always  paroled  his  wounded  prisoners.  Colonel 
Spear  re[)lied  that  he  would  have  to  g;o  to  White  House,  and  that 
ended  their  intercourse.  Colonel  Spear  would  have  been  justified 
in  granting  his  request,  for  it  was  usual  at  that  time  for  both 
sides  to  parole  their  wounded  prisoners  ;  but  the  capture  proved 
to  be  a  fortunate  affair.  On  the  6th  of  July,  eleven  days  after 
Lee's  capture,  the  Lmion  captains  confined  in  Libby  Prison  were 
ordered  to  draw  lots  to  choose  two  of  their  number  to  be  executed 
in  retaliation  for  two  Confederate  officers  who  had  been  tried  and 
shot  a  short  time  before  by  order  of  General  Burnside  for  recruit- 
ing within  the  Union  lines.  Captain  Sawyer,  of  the  First  New 
Jersey  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Flynn,  of  the  Fifty-first  Indiana  drew 
the  fatal  lots,  and  they  were  assured  by  General  Winder  that  the 
sentence  would  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future.  When  the 
government  learned  the  intention  of.  the  Richmond  authorities 
regarding  Sawyer  and  Flynn,  the  commanding  officer  at  Fortress 
Monroe  was  ordered  to  shoot  Lee  and  Captain  Winder  (the  gen- 
eral's son)  as  soon  as  he  learned  positively  that  the  L'nion  cap- 
tains had  been  executed:  which  order  he  was  directed  to  com- 
municate to  the  Confederate  authorities  at  Riclmiond.  The 
execution  was  then  indefinitely  postponed,  and  Sawyer  and  Flynn 
were  exchanged  long  before  their  comrades. 

During  the  fight  at  the  bridge  iMajor  Wetherill's  command 
at  the  Court  House  had  been  busy.  Forty  wagons  undergoing 
repairs.  300  sets  of  harness,  stables,  a  wheelright  and  blacksmith 
shop  and  other  public  property,  including  i.ooo  bushels  of  corn 
were  burned  or  rendered  useless.     \\"hen  Colonel  Spear  returned 
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to  the  ("onrt  IIor.se,  the  movable  properly  and  animals  were  col- 
lected and  the  command  fell  back  across  the  Pamunlve}-,  bi\ouac- 
ing  for  the  night  at  Mrs.  Nelson's  plantation. 

The  day's  work  had  been  etircly  satisfactory.  The  com- 
mand liad  carried  the  enemy's  works  and  burned  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Soutli  Anna  River ;  the  Confederates  had  lost 
nine  men  killed  and  125  captured,  including  a  brigadier-general. 
Besides  destroying  much  material,  35  army  wagons  and  a  number 
of  small  vvagons  and  carts  loaded  with  rations  and  other  army 
stores,  500  mules  and  200  horses  were  brought  away.  The 
Union  loss  was  three  men  killed,  thirteen  wounded,  and  one 
missing. 

The  report  of  General  Singletary,  of  the  Forty-ninth  Xorth 
Carolina,  says:  "On  the  26th  the  enemy  attacked  the  Central 
Railroad  bridge  over  the  South  Anna  River,  which  was  defended 
by  Lieut.  Hargrove  with  50  men  from  Company  A,  and  20  men 
from  Company  G  were  dispatched  to  their  assistance  from  the 
bridges  near  Ta}lorsville.  The  enemy  forded  the  river  below  the 
bridge,  attacking  Lieutenant  Hargrove  from  all  sides.  The 
fight  with  Company  A  must  have  been  severe  and  close,  as  the 
men  killed  and  wounded  are  cut  with  sabres ;  some  are  burned 
with  powder." 

The  damage  done  to  the  Confederate  side  by  Colonel  Spear 
on  the  South  Anna  River  raid  exceeded  that  done  to  the  Union 
side  by  Stuart  on  his  most  vaunted  raid,  except  in  its  effects  upon 
the  morale  of  the  enemy  ;  for  Stuart's  raid  was,  doubtless,  one  of 
the  principal  causes  for  AlcClellan's  change  of  base.  But  with  a 
smaller  force  Colonel  Spear  did  more  damage  to  the  enemy's 
line  of  communication,  more  fighting,  destroyed  more  public 
property,  brough.t  away  more  than  double  the  number  of  animals, 
besides  the  loaded  wagons  and  carts  previously  mentioned. 

Colonel  Stratton,  in  his  brief  histor\-  of  the  Eleventh,  after 
outlining  the  work  done  by  Colonel  Spear,  says :  "Through  the 
fault  of  the  conmianding  officer  no  attempt  was  made  to  destroy 
the  upper  bridge,  three  miles  distant  on  the  Richmond  and 
Frederick  Railroad,  hence  another  expedition  under  Brigadier- 
general  Getty,  consisting  of  7,000  infantry  and  artillery,  also  the 
Eleventh  I\mnsylvania  Cavalry,  started  from  White  House  on  the 
1st  of  July  to  destroy  the  bridge  and  complete  the  severance  of 
the  railroad  conmiunications  between  Richmond  and  Lee's  army, 
then  at  Gettysburg.  The  expedition  failed  of  its  main  object,  but 
on  the  night  of  July  4th   Companies   G   and   ^f,   under   Major 
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Stratton,  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge,  station,  and  public  prop- 
erty at  Ashland." 

Rather  an  uncalled-for  criticism  of  Colonel  Spear,  who  had 
acted  as  ordered.  General  Dix,  however,  says  in  his  official  re- 
port of  the  affair:  *'I  am  satisfied  that  Colonel  Spear  has  accom- 
plished all  that  could  be  done.  He  is  one  of  the  best  cavalry 
officers  in  the  service,  and  I  commend  him  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  government." 

'  On  the  1st  of  July  General  Getty  with  a  force  of  10,000  men 
set  out  to  do  \vhat  Zvlajor  Stratton  said  the  previous  expedition 
had  failed  to  do.  The  Eleventh  formed  a  part  of  the  expedition, 
which  moved  by  way  of  King  William's  Coiu-t  House,  making 
fifteen  miles  the  first  day.  Colonel  Spear  with  his  cavalry  led 
the  advance,  and  on  the  march  back  brought  up  the  rear.  On 
tlie  advance  he  dispersed  several  companies  of  cavalry  so  effect- 
ually that  they  did  not  again  appear,  and  captured  a  number  of 
prisoners.  On  this  day  the  heat  was  unbearable,  large  numbers 
of  the  infantry  were  compelled  to  fall  out  from  exhaustion,  and 
there  w^ere  several  cases  of  sunstroke.  The  cavalry  arrived  at 
Taylor's  Ferry  that  evening,  but  on  account  of  the  extreme  heat 
the  infantry  did  not  arrive  until  the  next  day.  On  the  4th, 
General  Getty  crossed  the  Pamunkey  at  Littlepage's  Bridge  and 
occupied  Hanover  Court  House,  and  from  there  he  sent  General 
Foster  with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  a  battery  of  artillery,  and 
Colonel  Spear's  command,  to  burn  the  Upper  South  Anna. 
Bridge. 

On  the  road  four  Jews  were  met  who  made  a  living  by  fol- 
lowing raids,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  frightened  farmers, 
bought  up  negroes  at  low  rates  and  shipped  them  to  the  South. 
They  were  examined  and  allowed  to  pass.  But  after  the  column 
had  passed,  two  men — Barnet.  a  deserter  of  the  Sixty-third 
Georgia,  and  Hiram  Evans,  of  Company  A,  went  back  and 
robbed  them  of  .'^i 5,900,  State  bank  bills  and  jewelry.  While- 
resting  at  Brandy  wine,  one  of  the  Jews  came  and  reported  their 
loss.  The  regiment  fell  in,  but  he  failed  to  identify  the  robbers. 
Company  A  had  been  sent  to  guard  Nelson's  Bridge,  and  a  de- 
tachment under  Lieutenant  Butts,  with  the  Jew,  was  sent  there. 
The  Jew  recognized  both  of  the  assailants.  The  two  men  were 
arrested,  and  $6,970,  two  watches,  diamond  pin,  etc.,  were  re- 
covered. 

On  the  way  back  Evans  cut  th.e  rope  that  tied  him  to  his 
horse  and  escaped,  and  was  never  heard  of  afterwards.     Barnel 
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was  tried  and  convicted  of  robbery  and  assault,  and  the  stolen 
property  was  returned  to  the  Jew.  Two  men  who  w^ere  sup- 
posed to  have  shared  the  stolen  money  deserted.  They  were  of 
Company  I. 

From  Major  Wetherill's  note-book : 

"July  4.  Started  for  Littlepage's  Bridge,  where  Hireland's 
brigade  was  left  in  charge.  The  commander  under  Foster  drove 
in  the  mounted  pickets  at  the  cross-roads  leading  to  the  bridges 
which  had  been  destroyed  on  the  previous  raid.  There  was 
sharp  skirmishing,  telegraph  wire>  were  cut.  tracks  were  torn 
up.  Coming  in  sight  of  the  bridge,  the  Confederates  opened  fire 
from  the  upper  battery.  Night  came  on  and  we  laid  on  our 
arms  until  daylight.  Heavy  artillery  fire  was  kept  up  during  the 
night  by  the  enemy,  but  no  reply  was  made,  thereby  concealing 
our  position.  My  orderly,  Reilly,  tried  to  get  my  horse  to  a 
safe  place  behind  a  tree,  and  while  pushing  aside  the  bushes  he 
found  an  Irishman  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-ninth  New 
York  curled  up  back  of  the  tree.  He  trembled  at  every  pop 
and  whispered.  'Kape  dark !  kape  dark !'  We  stood  this  thing 
quietly  until  midniglit,  w'hen  General  Foster  sent  two  regiments 
along  the  roads  to  Ashland,  at  the  same  time  deployed  the  Ninety- 
ninth  and  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  to  force  the 
fighting  at  the  bridge.  They  moved  down  and  drove  in  the 
pickets,  capturing  a  corporal  and  seven  men  of  the  Forty-sixth 
North  Carolina.  The  enemy  then  opened  with  all  their  bat- 
teries and  showed  their  full  strength.  I  was  asleep  on  the  ground 
when  the  music  struck  up,  but  soon  had  the  regiment  standing 
to  horse,  waiting  orders. 

"The  prisoners  were  examined,  and  we  discovered  that  Hill's 
Division  had  been  left  at  Richmond  and  was  moving  up  by  cars 
to  cut  off  our  retreat.  It  was  decided  by  General  Foster  to  fall 
back  to  Flanover." 

Major  Stratton  was  sent  with  Companies  G  and  M  to  Ash- 
land on  the  Richmond  and  Potomac  Railroad,  with  orders  to  de- 
stroy all  propert}'  belonging  to  the  railroad  and  Confederate 
government,  and  to  do  all  the  damage  possible  to  the  railroad 
itself.  ]\Iajor  Stratton  arrived  there  about  1.30  p.  m.  on  the  5th. 
and  at  once  proceeded  to  carry  out  his  orders.  After  sending 
out  pickets  on  the  various  roads,  the  major  divided  his  force 
into  four  working  parlies.  The  track  was  torn  up  for  half  a 
mile,  the  ties  were  burned,  and  tlic  rails  bent :  the  depot  and  ware- 
house adjoining  were  burned,  together  with  a  water  tank,  switches. 
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three  ireii^ht  cars,  and  several  cars  loaded  with  bridge  timber. 
General  Getty  says  of  this  expedition  :  "For  this  exploit,  the  most 
brilliant  that  occurred  during-  the  expedition,  Major  Stratton  de- 
serves great  credit." 

On  the  5th,  General  Getty  withdrew  his  troops  to  Taylor's 
plantation,  and  during  the  day  took  u])  the  line  of  march  to 
White  House,  arriving  there  on  the  7th.  Horace  Greeley  says  of 
General  Dix's  campaign,  as  a  whole,  including  all  the  operations, 
'*There  ^^'as  some  skirmishing  at  various  points  with  the  ad- 
vantage often  on  the  side  of  the  enemy."  It  is  singular  that  so 
little  use  w^as  made  of  General  Dix's  20,000  men  when  General 
Lee  was  in  tlic  North,  although  an  indirect  part  was  played,  by 
which  Lee  was  partly  compelled  to  retreat  from  Pennsylvania  and 
interrupted  for  two  weeks  Lee's  connnunication  with  Rich- 
mond. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  army  marclied  down  the 
Peninsula,  the  Eleventh  bringing  up  the  rear  and  acting  as 
provost  guard — the  same  road  had  been  traveled  the  preceding 
year.  Much  rain  fell  during  this  march,  so  that  tliere  was  an 
abundance  of  Virginia  mud.  On  the  first  day  of  the  march  news 
of  Gettysburg  and  Vicksburg  w^as  received.  Though  the  rain 
was  pouring  down,  three  lusty  cheers  were  given.  At  Williams- 
burg, on  the  nth,  the  regiment  was  relieved  of  provost  duty; 
then  marched  to  Hampton  and  was  transferred  to  Portsmouth 
next  day.  After  several  moves  the  regiment  went  into  camp  at 
Bower's  Hill,  seven  miles  west  of  Portsmouth. 

On  the  16th  an  order  was  received  from  Department  head- 
quarters, organizing  a  cavalry  brigade  consisting  of  the  First 
New  Yo'k  Mounted  Riflemen  and  tlie  Eleventh,  with  Colonel 
Spear  as  brigade  commander,  which  ended  the  Colonel's  career 
as  a  regimental  commander — he  commanded  a  brigade  until 
wounded  at  J^^ive  Forks,  when  the  Appomatox  campaign  opened 
in  1865.  Yet  despite  the  fact  that  he  commanded  a  brigade 
during  the  rest  of  his  term  of  service,  he  probably  paid  more 
attention  to  the  administration  of  his  regiment  than  any  colonel 
commanding  a  l)riga(le  in  the  service,  \\diy  was  he  not  pro- 
moted before?^  An  open  question.  Colonel  Spear  had  taken 
part  in  every  battle  in  which  cavalry  had  ])ccn  engaged,  and  was, 
without  doubt,  tlie  must  popular  held  utiicer  while  the  army 
stayed  at  Suffolk. 

About  this  time  the  departments  of  Southern  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  were  consolidated,  with  Major-General  John  G. 
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Foster  as  commander ;  the  troops  of  the  Seventh  and  Eighteenth 
Corps  were  consoHdated  and  called  the  Eighteenth. 

On  the  2 1st,  the  Eleventh  was  inspected  by  the  new  Depart- 
ment Conmiander,  who  complimented  the  regiment  on  its  sol- 
dierly appearance.  On  the  23d  Company  C  returned  to  the 
regiment  after  an  absence  of  more  than  sixteen  months,  and  the 
regiment  was  once  more  a  unit.  Company  C  had,  during  its 
absence,  been  at  Camp  Hamilton  most  of  the  time,  doing  duty 
at  Department  headquarters — provost  duty,  hunting  smugglers.. 
It  had  been  busy  since  its  detachment  in  March,  1862. 
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NORTH    CAROLINA    EXPEDITION.       CAMT    GETTY. 

On  the  25th,  the  cavalry  brigade,  Major  Wetherill  com- 
manding- the  Eleventh,  left  the  canip  at  Bower's  Hill  for  an  ex- 
pedition into  North  Carolina  to  destroy  the  works  on  the  Peters- 
burg and  Weldon  Railroad,  near  the  latter  place.  The  command^ 
accompanied  by  Captain  Howard's  battery,  proceeded  to  the 
Chowan  River  by  the  way  of  Suffol'k,  camping  at  Dardens  on  the 
Edenton  Road  the  first  night.  The  advance  reached  Gatesville,. 
N.  C,  the  next  day,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  Captain  Ackerly, 
with  Companies  K  and  M,  was  sent  to  the  Chowan  River  to  open 
communications  with  General  Foster,  whose  head(iuarlers  were 
on  board  a  transport  at  Winton,  about  ten  miles  from  Gates- 
ville, on  the  opposite  bank.  Captain  Ackerly's  command  arrived 
opposite  Winton  after  dark  and  was  ferried  across  to  Winton. 
The  brigade  arrived  next  morning  and  was  ferried  across  as 
quickly  as  possible.  General  Foster  had  left  New  Berne  with  ma- 
terial for  a  pontoon  bridge,  but  it  was  lost  during  a  storm  on  Pam- 
lico Sound,  and  so  transportation  was  greatly  delayed. 

The  brigade  left  Winton  about  dark  for  Murfreesboro,  where 
it  arrived  about  1.30  a.  ^t.  next  morning,  and  bivouaced  until 
dawn,  when  it  again  took  up  the  march  for  the  railroad,  the 
Eleventh  leading.  Captain  Loomis,  of  Company  L,  commanded 
the  advance  battalion,  consisting  of  Companies  C,  E,  I,  and  L> 
and  so  rapidly  did  they  advance  that  the  pickets  and  messengers 
stationed  between  IMurfreesboro  and  Jackson  were  all  captured. 
General  Ranson  and  his  staff  were  all  dining  at  the  hotel  in 
Jackson  when  the  Union  troops  came  in  sight :  there  was  a 
hasty  ending  of  dinner,  and  they  took  to  their  horses,  pursued 
by  the  advance  guard  ;  but,  having  the  advantage  of  fresh  horses. 
they  crossed  the  bridge  at  Boon's  I^Iill  forty  yards  ahead  of  Cap- 
tain Loomis's  troopers.  As  soon  as  the  Confederate  general  and 
his  staff  had  crossed,  several  of  the  staff  and  couriers  dismounted 
and  threw  much  of  the  flooring  into  the  stream,  which  ended  the 
pursuit.  Jiist  beyond  the  bridge  the  enemy's  troops  were  posted 
behind  a  strong  earthwork,  with  several  pieces  of  artillery,  so  the 
check  of  the  pursuit  was,  after  all,  fortunate. 

When  General  Ranson  reached  his  command,  he  straightway 
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advanced  a  force  of  skirmishers  across  a  causeway  against  Cap- 
tain Loomis's  battalion.  The  captain  dismounted  his  carbineers, 
•deployed  them,  and,  aided  by  Lieutenant  Prudhonmie's  ho\vitzers, 
<lrove  the  enemy  back  to  his  entrenchments.  Major  Wetherill 
advanced  rapidly  to  the  support  of  Captain  I.oomis  with  Com- 
panies A,  G,  K,  and  Al,  and  ordered  the  regiment  into  position, 
with  Companies  E,  I,  K,  and  M,  under  Major  Stratton,  to  sup- 
port Captain  Howard's  battery  and  Lieutenant  Prudhomme's 
howitzers.  Companies  A,  C,  G,  and  L  were  drawn  up  under 
cover,  leaving  Companies  B,  D,  F,  and  H  under  Captain  Ward 
at  Jackson  to  picket  all  the  roads  leading  to  the  rear.  Lieutenant 
Prudhomme  took  his  position  within  240  yards  of  the  enemy's 
entrenchments,  and  kept  up  a  steady  fire  until  the  end  of  *the 
engagement.  There  was  a  sharp  artillery  duel  between  Captain 
Howard's  battery  and  the  enemy's  artillery.  A  heavy  thunder 
storm  came  up  and  stopped  further  operations.  It  was  now 
nearly  night,  and  ^lajor  Wetherill  received  orders  to  cover  the 
withdrawal  of  the  artillery,  which  was  done  without  any  inter- 
ference. 

jNIuch  complaint  was  made  by  the  Confederate  newspapers 

•of  the  plundering  done  on  these  raids.  One  newspaper  said: 
"While  Colonel  Spear  with  his  fighting  men  were  at  the  front, 

'Colonel  Onderdo!ik  with  his  robbers  were  in  the  rear."  Major 
Wetherill  says  in  his  official  report :   "Aluch  com])laint  was  made 

■  concerning  stragglers  from  the  3*Iounted  Riflemen,  who,  to  shield 
themselves,  charged  the  Eleventh.  To  stop  an\'  further  strag- 
gling from  the  reginioiu.  and  to  shield  it  from  the  charge  of  law- 
lessness. Lieutenant  Titus,  with  a  detail  ce)nsisting  of  one 
sergeant,  two  corporals,  and  twenty-four  men,  was  ordered  to 
march  on  the  flanks  of  the  regiment,  to  allow  no  one  to  leave 

■.the  ranks  without  a  pass  from  the  commanding  officer." 

The  command  arrived  at  Winton  on  the  morning  of  the  30th 
and  recrossed  the  ri\er  during  the  day.  All  there  was  at  Winton 
w^as  the  ruins  of  a  once  beautiful  village.  In  l^'ebruary.  after  the 
fall  of  New  Berne.  Commodore  Bow  an,  with  a  fleet,  ascended  the 
Chowan  in  search  of  -gunboats  and  other  public  property  of  the 
enemv.  and  the  c. -mm- wlore  was  assured  that  the  ]xx)ple  of  Win- 
ton wished  to  return  {>  >  the  Union  and  desired  protection.  On 
his  arrival,  bullet^  grc-vted  him  instead  of  signs  of  friendship,  and 
since  it  was  iu-arl>  "laris.  the  connnandcr  drop[)ed  down  the 
stream  out  of  ritle  r.mge.  'I'lu-re  was  great  rejoicing  in  Winton 
that  niirht  over  tlio  di^comtiture  of  the  Yankee  tleet — thev  sang 


Xt.'tRTlI    CAROLINA    KNPJ'DITJON.       CAM]'    GICTTY..  85 

soni^s  in  the  nii^ht.  Next  morning,  Conimodorc  Rowan  rc- 
inrned,  shelled  tlic  village  nntil  it  was  abandoned,  landed  a  marine 
force,  and  burned  it. 

The  command  bivouaccd  at  Reynoldstown  on  the  night  of 
the  30th.  Next  morning,  ^^lajor  Stratton.  with  seven  companies 
oi  the  Eleventh  and  one  howitzer  under  Sergeant  Shannon,  was 
sent  to  South  Quay  and  Franklin  to  reconnoitre.  Major- 
Wetherill  with  tlie  rest  of  tlu-  regiment  accompanied  the  brigade- 
back  to  SulYolk.  arriving  there  on  the  second  of  August.  Major 
Stratton  arrived  with  his  command  during  the  day  and  rej)orted' 
a  few  of  the  enemy's  pickets  along  the  Blackwater.  The  W'eldon 
expedition  from  a  militar}'  point  of  view  was  a  failure.  IMajor 
Stratton  says  that  about  40  prisoners  and  160  horses  were  cap- 
tured, and  attributes  the  failure  t(.>  the  slowness  of  the  march,, 
which  did  riot  exceed  twenty-five  miles  a  day,  giving  tlie  enemy 
time  to  concentrate.  Tlie  delay  was  caused  I)}'  failing  to  provide- 
horse  artiller}-  instead  of  the  light  battery  wliich  accompanied  the 
expedition.  lint  new  lields  had  been  visited  and  many  picnic 
phases  enjo\ed. 

The  brigade  remained  at  Bower's  Hill  until  the  7th,  wlien 
it  moved  back  towards  Portsmouth  3.nd  went  into  camp,  un- 
ofificially  known  as  Camp  Getty.  On  the  nth,  Companies  G, 
I,  and  K,  under  ]\Iajor  Stratton,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Onder- 
donk's  conunand,  which  was  sent  into  North  Carolina  to  capture 
or  disperse  several  guerrilla  l^ands,  called  North  Carolina  }\Iilitia 
by  the  Confederates,  which  were  being  recruited  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  l-ldenton,  Hertford,  and  Elizabetli  were  visited,  and' 
the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  those  places  scoured.  Several 
guerrilla  partie--  were  seen,  but  all  fled  into  the  swamps  wlien  pur- 
sued by  l^'edcral  troops.  Several  camping  places  were  also^ 
found;  a  considerable  amount  of  provisions  and  other  property 
was  burned.  TJeutenant  2\Iinnich,  with  a  scouting  party,  cap- 
tured Colonel  Woodford  of  the  North  Carolina  Militia.  The 
major  returned  to  Portsmotith  on  the  19th. 

On  the  22(1,  Lietitenant-colonel  Stetzel  returned  and  as- 
sumed commaiul  of  the  regiment.  Dtn-ing  the  first  halt  of  Sep- 
tember Companies  H  and  K  were  stationed  at  South  Mills,  N. 
C.,  on  picket  duty.  On  tlie  12th,  privates  Lloyd  and  T^IcConnell, 
'■"'f  Company  ]v,\vho  were  doing  picket  duty  on  the  Camden  Road, 
<'l)tained  leave  to  ^o  beyond  the  videttes.  and  while  they  were 
returning  were  fired  upon  b\'  guerrillas  concealed  in  the  woods. 
McConnell  was  killed  ;  Llovd's  horse  was  als(j  killed  and  fell  uponi 
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its  rider,  rendering-  him  unconscious  for  a  while.  Sergeant  White 
immediately  went  to  the  scene  with  a  scfuad  of  men,  but  the 
guerrillas  fled.  A  man  living  in  the  vicinity  was  arrested  on 
suspicion  and  was  sent  to  Norfolk ;  whether  or  not  he  was  guilty, 
he  had  much  to  say.  It  was  reported  that  he  never  reached  Nor- 
folk, having  accidentally  fallen  into  the  canal  during  a  night 
march. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  while  on  a  raid  around  Dismal 
Swamp,  Barnet,  the  thief,  was  captured  by  Major  Wetherill's 
command.  He  was  in  a  wagon,  a  prisoner,  in  cliarge  of  a  Con- 
federate corporal  and  four  men.  Barnet  had  escaped  from  Nor- 
folk jail ;  had  gone  back  to  the  Confederates  ;  but,  having  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  Eleventh,  had  been  arrested  as  a  spy, 
and  was  en  route  to  Raleigh  to  be  tried.  By  the  order  of  the 
President  he  was  shot  on  the  i6th  of  September,  and  the  chapter 
of  his  misconduct  was  closed.  In  death  he  could  hold  but  one 
allegiance ;  in  life  he  was  a  traitor.  An  honest  rebel  is  worth  a 
dozen  cowardly  deserters. 

On  September  23d,  a  detachment  of  cavalry  reported  to 
General  Gelt}'.  Jericho  Creek  and  canal  was  chosen  as  a  defensive 
front;  all  the  bridges  below  were  destroyed,  except  the  one  on 
the  road  to  Suffolk,  and  howitzers  were  placed  in  position  to 
cover  the  bridge. 

Matthews  County,  Virginia,  is  a  peninsula  formed  by  the 
waters  of  the  Piankatank  and  North  Rivers,  the  Chesapeake  and 
Mob  Jack  Bays.  Its  coast  line,  especially  along  the  two  bays, 
is  full  of  indentations  formed  by  the  many  creeks  and  inlets,  and 
so  the  people  in  those  parts  were  largely  given  to  navigation. 
During  the  month  of  September  a  number  of  these  navigators 
under  Confederate  naval  officers  embarked  in  open  boats  and 
captured  several  schooners  loaded  with  government  stores.  Early 
in  October,  an  expedition  consisting  of  the  Eleventh,  one  com- 
pany of  the  Mounted  Rifiemen.  a  regiment  of  colored  infantry, 
and  two  sections  of  artillery,  under  General  I.  J.  Wister,  was  sent 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  fleet  of  armv  and  navv  gimboats  to 
destroy  all  the  water  craft  found  in  Matthews  Comity.  The 
mounted  troops  under  Colonel  Spear,  embarked  on  transports  on 
the  3d,  in  the  afternoon  arrived  at  Gloticester  Point,  and 
bivouaced  until  the  luorning  of  the  5th.  when  the  march  was 
again  resumed,  and  Matthews  County  was  reached  on  the  6th. 
A  thorough  examination  \\as  nuide  of  every  creek,  inlet,  and 
landing-place  in  the  county  ;  al)out  150  boats  atid  sloops  were  de- 
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stia)  eJ,  a  few  prisonei'S  and  80  head  ot  Confederate  g-overiinieiit 
cattle  were  captured.  The  only  loss  was  Corporal  Ilann,  of 
Company  I,  who  was  killed  by  an  aged  citizen  named  Smith. 
Smith  had  sworn  to  kill  the  first  Yankee  wliom  he  met.  As 
Corpural  ITann  approached  the  old  man's  place,  he  was  seen  to 
g-o,  gun  in  hand,  towards  the  cornfield,  and,  thinking-  him  to  be  a 
rebel  soldier,  gave  chase.  As  they  came  within  short  range, 
Smith  turned  and  tired  a  load  of  buckshot  into  the  corporal's 
breast,  killing  him  instantly.  Smith  paid  the  penalty,  and  though 
a  minister  accompanied  to  give  religious  consolation,  the  old  man 
died  cursing  the  Yankees.  The  command  returned  to  Gloucester 
Point  and  the  cavalry  returned  to  Camp  Getty. 

On  the  13th,  the  Fdeventh  was  sent  into  North  Carolina  to 
capture  or  disperse  a  regiment  being  recruited  in  the  country  east 
of  the  Chowan  River,  with  headquarters  in  a  swamp  below  South 
!^Iills.  To  increase  the  chances  of  success,  General  Foster 
ordered  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  from  New  Berne  to  Eliza- 
beth City  on  the  same  errand.  The  general's  plan  was  to  have 
two  cavalry  regiments  arrive  at  the  rebel  camp  at  the  same  time 
from  opposite  directions ;  but  the  affair  was  badly  managed ; 
neither  regimental  commander  knew  tliat  the  other  had  a  part  to 
play  in  unison.  The  Third  New  York  took  the  wrong  road,  and 
met  tlie  Eleventh  on  the  road  to  the  Confederate  camp,  and  a 
collision  was  narrowly  averted,  each  party  taking  the  other  to 
be  the  enemy.  The  mistake  having  been  discovered,  the  two 
commanders  compared  notes,  then  proceeded  to  fulfdl  their  mis- 
sion, but  with  little  success.  About  a  dozen  men  were  captured 
at  the  camp  and  vicinity;  and  contrary  to  what  had  been  usual, 
these  men  were  clad  in  the  regular  Confederate  uniform  ;  the 
others  captured  oi\  such  expeditions  were  usually  dressed  in 
citizens'  clothes.  •    .> 

Concerning  the  expeditions  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  Major 
Stratton  says :  "Several  expeditions  were  made  by  the  entire 
command  and  battalions  to  the  Blackwater  during  the  fall  and 
early  winter,  and  the  northeastern  part  of  North  Carolina,  but 
without  important  results;  except  clearing  the  country  of  guer- 
rillas and  destroying  contraband  trade."  The  only  danger  en- 
countered was  from  bushwhackers,  who  la\-  in  ambush  for  our 
advance  and  rear  guards,  and  having  fired,  at  once  retreated  into 
the  well-nigh  impenetrable  swamps  by  paths  know  n  only  to  them- 
^t;dves,  and  they  were  safe  from  pursuit.  Swam[)s  abound  in 
these   parts,   extendin.g  over   hundreds   of   acres,    forests,    under- 
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growth,    poison   vines — in   wet    v.eathcr,   filled    with    water — the 
home  of  malaria  and  fever. 

Late  in  October,  a  picket  camp  occupied  by  a  battalion  of 
the  Eleventh  was  established  at  Rarnard's  i\Iill,  tlirce  miles  east 
of  SulTolk.  The  picket  reserves  were  stationed  at  Jericho  Canal, 
with  videttes  a  short  distance  east  of  Suffolk.  Three  battalions 
alternated  at  this  duty,  each  remaining  for  a  month,  which  con- 
tinued until  the  regiment  left  Camp  Getty  the  following 
January. 

During  October,  the  War  Department  issued  an  order 
authorizing  the  men  who  enlisted  in  1861  to  re-enlist;  each  man 
who  enlisted  should  be  [)aid  his  original  bounty  of  $100,  and,  in 
addition,  a  veteran  bounty  of  $400  and  a  thirty-day  furlough. 
Major  Stratton  was  detailed  as  regimental  officer,  and  during  the 
next  three  months  392  men  were  re-enlisted.  Actual  warfare, 
with  its  suffering  and  hardships  that  naturally  attend  a  cam- 
paign, tend  to  lessen  arduous  zeal,  and  the  volunteer  soldier 
usually  is  ready  to  become  a  citizen  again  when  his  term  of  serv- 
ice expires,  unless  the  necessity  for  his  staying  be  urgent.  From 
the  men  who  re-enlisted  came  the  subsequent  officers,  for  ex- 
perience had  fitted  them  for  the  hard  campaigns  that  were  await- 
ing the  Union  troops.  But  who  can  blame  the  many  who  re-  ' 
turned  to  their  firesides?  Three  years  they  had  fought,  and,  per- 
haps,-bled  ;  had  seen  sad  scenes  of  slaughter  and  desolation,  for 
war  has  no  fairy  tread,  its  footsteps  are  easily  traced.  War  makes 
heroes,  but  it  makes  orphans,  it  leaves  wounds,  it  tears  asunder. 
Tliree  years  of  bitter  war  had  been  \vaged :  still  the  foe  was  in 
the  field  ;  victories  he  had  won  that  would  ever  honor  his  genius ; 
from  national  authorities  came  the  call,  "Who  will  volunteer?" 

The  Eleventh  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  horses  during  the 
campaign  of  1863.  but  a  fresh  supply  came  late  in  Octol^er,  so 
that  duriii":  the  next  two  months  there  was  mounted  drill  when- 
ever  there  were  enough  men  and  horses  in  camp  to  drill.  On 
Sunday,  December  6th,  a  neat  log  chapel  was  dedicated  with 
appropriate  cermony.  Chaplain  Whittaker  officiating.  Colonel 
Spear  contributed  a  fine  i)ulpit  Bible  for  chapel  use.  In  times 
of  war,  men's  thoughts  are  not  prone  to  drift  upon  religious 
matters  until  the  fatal  hour,  when  the  chai)lain  is  a  welcome 
friend.  lie  it  was  who  heard  many  a  last  word,  received  many 
a  farewell  message,  and  by  the  side  of  fallen  heroes  raised  the 
voice  of  prayer.  In  addition  to  the  regular  Sunday  services,  the 
chaplain  opened  a  night-school. 
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On  Oct(.t1jcr  2S1I1.  the  battalion  ws  in.spectetl  l>y  Colonel  Cier- 
caiix, Cavalry  Inspector,  who  re[)orled  it  tlie  best  drilled,  equipped, 
and  mounted  battalion  in  the  Department  of  Xurth  Caiulina  and 
\  irgiiiia. 

From  IMajor  Wetherill's  notes: 

"From  a  deserter  it  was  learned  that  the  Sixty-third  Georgia 
\vould  give  a  ball  on  the  nij^ht  of  the  coinin_G^  5ih  at  Franklin. 
Though  not  invited,  we  will  try  to  be  there. 

"November  2d.  From  a  negro  who  had  joined  me  at  Dismal 
Swamp,  a  runaway,  white-headed  slave,  the  best  negro  who  had 
served  with  us  as  a  spy,  I  learned  that  an  engineer  and  orderly 
were  surveying  on  our  right  flank  froni  Nansemond  to  West 
Branch  Creek.  I  ordered  Sampson  to  watch  them  closely  until 
the  surveys  were  completed.  Sampson  re[)orted  that  their  w^ork 
was  done  and  tliat  they  were  ready  to  move.  Learning  that  they 
were  at  ^Mrs.  Murray's,  A\aitirig  for  the  tide  to  float  their  boat, 
which  was  hidden  in  the  water  ruslies.  I  detailed  Sergeant  Banks, 
of  Company  ]vl,  and  15  men  to  effect  their  capture.  About  mid- 
night tbey  surrounded  the  house  and  brought  them  to  me.  I 
had  dressed  to  receive  them,  the  fire  was  burning  brightly,  and 
upon  their  arrival  said:  '^Ir.  Lieutenant  Wallace  ]vL  Roy.  Com- 
pany B,  Seventeenth  Infantr}',  am  very  glad  to  see  you.  Do  me 
the  favor  to  hand  over  the  notebook  of  the  stirveys  you  have 
been  making  for  several  days  on  this  side  of  the  Nan.semond.* 
lie  handed  them  over,  then  tried  to  escape  :  but  I  told  him  he 
Tuiglit  try  that  after  he  had  been  handed  over  to  General  Getty. 
I'  learned,  afterwards,  that  Ijoth  he  and  liis  orderly  escaped 
from  the  guardlnjuse  at  fortress  ^^lonroc  by  buying  our 
overcoats  and  hats  from  prisoners  at  the  guardhouse  and  fall- 
ing in  with  a  fatigue  party  oi  [prisoners,  tluis  escaping  from  tlie 
fort,     i  .       .         ■ 

"November  5tli.  It  is  reported  that  General  J.  C.  Foster 
goes  to  Washington,  and  that  General  B.  F.  Butler  takes  his 
place  as  Commander  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia. 

"November  6th.  This  was  the  night  of  Wright's  ball  at 
I'Tanklin,  and  1  arranged  that  two  privates  should  precede 
Company  G,  dressed  in  citizens'  clothes  and  riding  in  a  buggy. 
The  company  had  not  advanced  more  than  six  miles  beyond 
SufTolk  when  they  were  saltned  by  four  or  Uvc  shots.  General 
Wright  had  posted  his  videttes  along  the  road.  A  chase  followed, 
but  the  videttes  got  away,  and  arriving  at  the  ferry  were  conveyed 
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across  and  the  bridge  swung  to  their  side.  A  couple  of  howitzer 
shots  suspended  the  ball  for  that  night. 

**[Sonie  years  after  the  war  I  met  i\Iiss  Wright,  who  wassiir- 
prised  to  learn  that  I  was  the  Yankee  officer  who  broke  up  the 
ball.] 

"November  luh.  I  detailed  Lieutenant  ^Turray  and  party 
to  take  down  an  old  stable  at  the  fair  grounds  and  to  protect 
200  horses,  a  re-mount.  They  arrived  with  coral  sore  mouth,  and 
had  to  be  separated  from  the  other  horses.  Written  orders  were 
•  given  to  Lieutenant  ^Murray  to  picket  the  Edenton  and  South 
Quay  Roads  to  protect  the  working  party.  At  afternoon  water- 
call  it  was  reported  the  detail  had  come  in.  Two  wagons,  eight 
men,  and  eight  horses  had  been  captured  by  a  rebel  squadron  of 
cavalry  within  i.ooo  yards  of  the  pickets.  We  saddled  up  as 
quickly  as  possible  and  pursued  to  West  Branch  Church,  where 
we  skirmished  with  the  outposts  of  Clayburn's  cavalry  till 
dark  and  withdrew.  A  board  of  inquiry,  after  a  two  days' 
session,  decided  that  the  blame  lay  with  the  officer  who 
had  disobeyed  orders  in  not  remaining  to  guard  the  rear  of  the 
wagons. 

'*One  Sunday  afternoon,  the  body  of  a  man  was  brought  in 
from  South  Mills.  Pie  was  found  hanging  on  a  tree,  where  Gen- 
eral Wild,  commanding  the  colored  troops,  had  hung  Daniel 
Bright,  supposed  to  have  been  a  guerrilla.  Thus  he  was  labeled : 
'Here  hangs  Samuel  Jones,  private  in  Company  B.  Fifth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  hung  b\'  order  of  General  Pickett  in  retaliation  for  the 
hanging  of  Daniel  Bright,  of  the  Sixty-second  Georgia  Cavalry.' 
Jones  was  brought  from  Belle  Island  by  16  men  and  hung  on  the 
same  spot." 

General  Getty,  who  had  reported  to  General  ]^[eade.  re- 
turned, and  the  brigade  officers,  in  a  body,  called  to  bid  him  fare- 
•well.  Major  Wetherill  had  been  requested  to  act  as  spokesman, 
and  he  thus  addres>cd  him:  ' 

"General:  The  field  and  line  officers  of  the  brigade  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Spear  desire  to  express  to  you  their  regret 
that  duty  calls  you  ivom  us.  'Farewell'  is  not  a  pleasant  word  to 
say;  it  is  spoken  under  circumstances  that  make  us  regret  such 
a  word  exists.  But  there  are  times  when  it  nuist  be  spoken,  and 
this  is  one  of  them,  lio  where  you  may.  General,  let  your  mission 
be  fixed  in  any  part  oi  the  land  covered  by  the  Constitution,  we 
will  follow  you  in  heart  sympathy,  rejoice  in  your  triumphs,  sor- 
row with  you  in  ytnir  misfortunes.     We  will  keep  perfect  that 
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atnnily  the  soul  of  which  is  companionship  in  arms  sustaining  the 
Union. 

"Many  of  us  supposed  that  from  this  base  great  results  were 
to  honor  our  cause  ;  but  the  drift  and  current  of  the  war  have  left 
us,  as  it  were,  in  an  eddy,  however,  of  such  importance  that 
bright  steel  and  hearts  of  oak  must  occupy  it.  You  are  about 
to  join  the  rougiier  sections.  Carry  with  you.  General,  our  best 
wishes.  ]May  you  realize  the  highest  hopes  and  conceptions  of 
our  profession,  assured  that  you  have  won  the  sympathy  and 
kindest  feelings  of  Spear's  Cavalry  Drigade." 

The  General  responded  in  a  neat,  quiet  speech,  and  left  us 
the  next  day.     General  Chas.  Heckman  assumed  command. 

From  Major  WetheriU's  notes: 

"January  20th.  An  order  for  us  to  go  to  Williamsburg  is 
daily  expected  and  causes  some  excitement,  as  stabling  and  com- 
fortable quarters  ha\e  been  provided.  On  January  23d,  moving 
was  begun,  like  the  turning  of  a  family  out  into  the  cold,  pitiless 
night  v.'ith  no  place  of  shelter  from  the  cold. 

"February  ist.  Crossed  the  York  River  to  Gloucester 
Point.  Spent  the  night  there.  Next  morning  we  pushed  on  to 
Gloucester  Point  and  stretched  pickets  from  the  Severn  to  the 
Ware  River.  In  the  afternoon  I  heard  of  a  banquet  which  was 
to  be  given  to  Confederate  soldiers  at  Mr.  Jack  Sinclair's,  five 
miles  out  on  the  York  River,  and  sent  a  party  under  Captain 
Reisinger,  of  Company  I.  Captain  Ringland,  of  Company  A, 
and  Lieutenant  Baker  went  along.  They  succeeded  in  cutting 
off  the  posted  vidcttes,  and  surroun.dcd  tlie  house  before  they 
were  suspected  of  being  near.  The  prisoners  were  brought  to  me 
and  mustered  as  sucli.  Among  them  were  Captain  J.  H.  Sewell, 
Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry,  whose  breakfast  and  haversack  were  found 
hanging  on  a  large  tree  while  on  our  first  scout  to  Big  Bethel  in 
'  1862.  Having  ever\thing  in  readiness,  I  sent  the  prisoners  to  re- 
port to  General  L  Winster  at  Yorktown.  The  Lieutenant  in 
charge  said  that  as  they  were  passing  the  redoubt  at  the  point,  a 
young  negro  called  out  lustily  for  the  corporal  of  Me  guard.'  and 
after  he  had  been  relieved  of  his  musket,  ran  alongside  of  the 
wagon,  approached  Captain  Sewell  and  said:  'Massa  Jack,  has 
dey  got  you?*  Sewell  said:  *J^'"f^  •  ^^'^^t  are  you  doing  here?' 
Tse  a  soldier  here  now,  Massa.  Has  you  got  any  Yankee 
money,  ]\Lassa  Jack?'  'No.'  'Here,  take  mine:  de  paymaster 
was  here  last  night  and  paid  me  for  three  months.  We'll  settle 
it,   Massa    Jack,  after  de   war.'     Slave   though   he   had   been,   in 
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clothes  of  blue  as  he  was.,  servitude  had  left  no  buterness  nor 
war  made  him  an  avenger.  (.)n  the  field  of  battle  the  once  slave 
Avould  give  iiis  last  penny  to  the  master  he  must  liave  loved.  This 
is  the  sunny  side  of  slavery,  and  were  it  not  for  the  principle  . 
involved  it  had  been  better  for  the  colored  race  had  they  remained 
as  servants.''  -       .     . 

Camp  was  set  near  Von  ?*.Iagruder.  a  mile  below  Williams- 
burg ;  the  regiment  w  as  cjuartered  in  the  old-fashioned  wedge 
tent,  but  the  horses  had  no  shelter.  This  did  not  last  long. 
Stables  for  the  horses  were  built,  and  huts  for  the  men,  using 
pine  from  the  woods  near  the  camp.  When  General  Butler,  who 
succeeded  General  Foster,  learned  that  the  regiment  had  built  two 
sets  of  stables  during  the  previous  five  months,  he  directed  his 
quartermaster  to  pay  i^i,200  to  the  regimental  commander  for 
extra  work. 

Prison  life  as  found  in  the  South  will  ever  rest  as  a  hideous 
mark  upon  her  otherwise  honorable  career.  Strange  that 
Southern  hospitality  could  thus  forget  itself  and  deny  men  the 
pittance  needed  to  keep  life  ;  strange  that  it  should  thus  abandon 
traditions.  We  would  pass  over  it  if  we  could,  but  history  holds 
the  annals  of  those  days  in  her  unremitting  grasp.  A  brave  sol- 
dier, when  a  prisoner,  should  receive  gallant  treatment — the  age 
of  chivalry  must  never  pass.  Great  principles  must  be  upheld, 
though  the  sacrifice  be  great,  and  to  permit  the  downfall  of 
personal  hopes  to  embitter  a  vindictive  mood  is  to  depart  from 
the  path  of  honorable  opposition. 

With  a  full  cognizance  of  the  character  of  prison  life,  General 
Butler  had  matured  plans  for  the  capture  of  Richmond  and  the 
release  of  the  prisoners  there.  The  general  had  concentrated 
nearly  all  his  cavalry  at  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg,  apparently 
to  enroll  the  people  of  the  adjacent  county.  To  carry  the  ruse 
still  further,  five  companies  of  the  Eleventh  under  Major  Weth- 
erill  were  sent  acro-^s  the  York  River  into  Gloucester  County  on 
the  2Sth,  and  the  enrollment  immediately  began.  Cavalry  de- 
tachments from  other  regiments  were  sent  to  other  posts  along 
the  Peninsula  for  the  same  purpose.  On  the  evening  of  tht!  5th 
of  February,  General  \\'ister,  who  was  to  command  the  ex- 
pedition, hastily  concentrated  at  Fort  Magruder  the  troops  of 
his  command.  The  cavalry  consisted  of  the  ^Mounted  Riflemen, 
the  Third  Xew  York  Cavalry,  the  hirst  District  of  Columbia 
Cavalry,  the  Fifth  and  hJeventh  Pennsylvania,  under  Colonel 
Spear.     The  infantry  consisted  of  two  brigades  of  white  and  col- 
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creel  troops,  nunibering'  4.000  officers  and  men,  coiniuandcd  by 
Colonel  R.  AI.  West,  of  the  First  Penns\Ivrinia  Light  Artillery, 
and  Colonel  S.  A.  Duncan,  of  the  Fourth  L'nited  States  colored 
troops.  'ilie  artillery  consisted  of  two  light  battery  connnands 
under  Captain  Belger ;  the  entire  command  numbered  6.400  offi- 
cers and  men.  The  infantry  and  artiller\'  left  Fort  Magruder  at 
9.  A.  M.  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  the  cavalry  followed  two 
hours  later.  Before  starting,  the  cavalry  was  instructed  con- 
cerning the  part  each  organization  should  play  when  Richmond 
was  reached.  In  brief.  Colonel  Spear's  instructions  were  to  move 
from  Fort  Magruder  at  11  a.  ^r.  on  the  6th,  with  Captain  Hill's 
troop  of  Mounted  Riflemen  in  advance.  Captain  Hill  was  ex- 
pected to  capture  the  enemy's  pickets  at  New  Kent  Court  House 
and  Baltimore  Cross-Roads.  Colonel  Spear  was  expected  to  be 
at  Bottom's  Bridge  by  3  a.  m.  next  morning  to  surprise  the 
pickets  and  to  carry  the  bridge,  if  possible,  without  firing.  One 
hundred  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  should  be  left  at  the 
bridge  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  infantry.  The  cavalry  should 
then  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  posisble  to  capture  the  second 
battery  near  Richmond,  after  which  a  dash  should  be  made 
for  the  city,  with  the  Eleventh  in  advance.  When  the  head 
column  arrived  at  Rockett's,  a  suburb  of  Richmond.  ]\Iajor 
Stratton  with  250  men  should  go  to  the  left  and  destroy  the 
navy  yard';  Lieutenant-colonel  Lewis  should  attend  to  Libby 
Prison  and  other  public  buildings,  thence  across  to  ^Mayor's 
Bridge,  and  made  a  dash  to  liberate  the  prisoners  at  Belle  Island. 
The  Lieutenant-colonel  should  then  return  by  Mayor's  Bridge, 
destroy  it,  and  also  the  Danville  Railroad  bridge :  Colonel 
Onderdonk  with  250  of  his  regimeiit  should  burn  the 
Virginia  Central  and  Fredericksburg  Railroad  depots ;  }^Iajor 
Whelen  with  300  Alounted  Riflemen  should  endeavor  to  cap- 
ture Confederate  President  Davis  ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Le\vis  with 
his  regiment  (the  Fifth  Pennsylvania)  should  remain  on  the 
Richmond  side  of  the  river,  assist  Lieutenant-colonel  Lewis,  of 
the  Third  New  York,  in  releasing  the  prisoners  on  Belle  Island, 
after  which  he  should  burn  the  Tradegar  works  and  the  ware- 
house adjoining :  Colonel  Spear  should  proceed  to  Capitol  Sc[uare 
with  the  remainder  of  the  Eleventh  and  First  District  of  Columbia 
to  supi)ort  the  other  detachments,  each  of  which  should  report  to 
him  when  its  work  was  done,  except  Major  Whelen.  who  should 
join  the  infantry  at  Bottom's  Bridge.  Colonel  Spear  was  in- 
formed his  commainl  would  l)e  safe  in  Richmond  for  about  three 
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hours,  after  which  his  retreat  would  be  menaced  by  troops  from 
Chaffin's  Farm.  In  all  probability  the  men  of  the  Eleventh  never 
started  on  an  expedition  more  confident  of  fultilling-  its  mission 
than  on  this  one.  General  Butler,  through  his  spies  and  scouts, 
had  been  thoroughly  informed  concerning  the  difficulties  to  be 
overcome,  which  seemed  so  slight  that  failure  seemed  impossible. 
As  the  Eleventh  marched  up  the  Peninsula,  the  object  of  the 
expedition  was  on  the  lips  of  all,  and  there  was  felt  a  resolute 
purpose  to  win  additional  honors  at  Richmond.  During  the  day 
a  drizzling  rain  set  in,  which  continued  through  the  night.  Dark- 
ness had  not  long  fallen  when  a  rocket  shot  heavenward,  abreast 
the  column,  and  its  train  of  fire  burned  up  the  roseate  hopes  of 
success — the  rocket  was  sent  up  to  warn  the  Confederates  of  our 
approach.  When  Captain  Elill  arrived  at  New  Kent  Court 
House  no  pickets  were  there — they  had  hurried  to  Bottom's 
Bridge  to  sound  the  alarm,  so  that  when  Colonel  Spear  arrived 
there  he  found  the  enemy  in  strong  force,  with  infantry,  cavalry, 
and  artillery.  It  was  too  dark  to  make  an  attack,  and  all  opera- 
tions were  delayed  until  daylight.  I^Iajor  Whelen  made  a  gal- 
lant but  unsuccessful  charge  upon  the  bridge ;  the  enemy  opened 
fire  upon  the  column,  repulsing  the  attempt.  Daylight  revealed 
a  line,  of  earthworks  covering  the  bridge,  behind  wdiich  were 
posted  the  guns  of  four  field  batteries,  a  heavy  gun,  and  the 
Confederates  were  extending  their  works  along  the  river,  which 
was  said  to  be  fordable  above  and  below  the  bridge.  Recon- 
noitering  parties  were  sent  out  to  find  the  fords,  but  the  fords  were 
all  effectually  blocked,  and  an  attack  upon  Richmond  was  im- 
possible. 

General  Wister,  in  his  report  of  the  expedition,  says:  "Our 
infantry  had  marched  32  miles  on  the  6th,  arriving  at  New  Kent 
Court  House  at  2  a.  ^^.  on  the  7th.  After  a  halt  of  two  hours, 
I  moved  them  as  rapidly  as  "possible  toward  the  tiring  which  was 
plainly  audible.  At  11  a.  ^L,  knowing  from  the  continuous  firing 
ahead  that  Colonel  Spear  had  not  succeeded  in  effecting  a  pas- 
sage, and,  even  if  effected,  our  object  of  surprising  the  city  must 
of  necessity  be  defeated,  I  sent  him  orders  to  retire,  but  kept 
pushing  on  lest  his  condition  might  be  worse  than  I  supposed. 
The  infantry  had  arrived  within  seven  miles  of  the  bridge  when  it 
met  the  head  of  his  returning  column,  and  after  hearing  from  him 
the  full  status  of  the  case.  1  reluctantly  felt  obliged  to  withdraw  my 
whole  force,  not  feeling  justified  to  incur  the  loss  of  life  necessary 
to  force  the  position  with  no  larger  or  ulterior  object  to  justify  the 
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attciiipt.  The  cavalry  was  allowed  to  pass  ahead,  except  about 
300  of  the  Third  New  York;  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Lewis, 
who  were  retained  for  rear  g"uard.  At  iJaltiniore  Store  the  enemy 
vig^orously  attacked  my  rear  g-uard,  but  was  quickly  repulsed. 
The  command  bivouaced  at  New  Kent  Court  House  on  the  night 
of  the  /th,  and  returned  to  camp  next  day." 

Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  while  riding  at 
the  head  of  his  company,  Captain  Ackerly  was  suddenly  thrown 
into  an  old  well  by  the  roadside,  which,  fortunately,  w^as  dry. 
Fearing  lest  others  might  have  a  similar  plunge,  he  called  to 
his  men  to  take  care.  It  was  dark  and  took  some  time  before  the 
Captain's  mishap  was  understood.  ]\Iatch-striking  was  the  only 
means  of  furnishing  light,  w^hich  in  the  rain  was  a  rather  un- 
certain process  ;  finally,  however,  by  using  fence  rails  and  the 
like,  the  captain  ^vas  lifted  out,  but  the  horse  was  killed. 

*'The  Record,  in  its  issue  of  P'^ebruary  9th,  18S4,  gives  'A 
Story  of  the  W'ar,'  and  an  almost  official  account  of  wdiat  was 
called  by  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  'The  Bottom's 
Bridge  Raid,'  to  which  the  following  is  an  answer  by  an  officer : 

"For  some  time  previous  I  commanded  a  detachment  of  the 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  at  Gloucester  Court  House, 
Virginia,  my  pickets  extending  across  the  Peninsula  from  the 
York  to  the  Severn  Rivers  ;  the  avowed  object  of  the  outpost 
being  to  take  the  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  peninsula.  I 
very  soon  observed  that  all  the  white  refugees,  who  came  in  their 
way  pickets,  told  the  same  tale  of  absence  of  troops  in  Richmond 
and  its  surrounding:  defences,  w'hich  were  said  to  be  manned  bv 
clergy  and  merchants.  About  the  latter  part  of  January,  1864, 
a  very  light  mulatto  came  through  the  pickets,  whose  statements 
of  the  active  preparations  of  the  Confederates  around  Richmond 
differed  so  much  from  the  conditions  described  by  the  white 
refugees  that  I  made  a  careful  report  of  his  statements  and  for- 
warded it  wnth  him  to  headquarters  at  Yorktown. 

''On  the  23d  of  February  I  received  orders  to  abandon  the 
outpost  at  Gloucester  Court  House  and  report  with  my  command 
to  regimental  headquarters  at  Williamsburg.  That  evening 
Colonel  Spear  came  to  my  headquarters  and  in  course  of  con- 
versation stated  that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  great  movement  on 
the  Chickahominy,  and  that  the  Conunanding  General  at  York- 
town  would  meet  all  the  field  officers  the  next  day  at  11  a.  m.  at 
Colonel  Roberts'  c[uarters  at  Fort  Magruder,  and  instruct  the 
command.     At  11    \.  m.  the  next  day,  February  5th,  all  the  field 
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officers  of  the  cavalry  brigade  met  the  Commanding'  General 
Major  Whelen's  battahon  of  the  First  Xew  York  Mounted 
Rifles  was  detailed  as  the  advanced  q-uard  with  instructions  on 
arrival  at  Bottom's  Bridge  by  davlight  to  charge  the  bridge,  as 
there  were  only  ij  [^ickcts  on  duty  tliere,  and  charge  into  Rich- 
mond to  the  house  of  Jefterson  Davis,  capture  him,  and  bring  him 
out  by  w-ay  of  Mechanicsville.  The  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry were  to  come  next  and  release  all  the  prisoners  at  Belle  Isle 
and  take  them  to  Suffolk,  Mrginia.  The  Third  New  York  were 
to  release  the  prisoners  at  Libby  Prison  and  take  care  of  them, 
while  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  and  First  District  of  Columbia 
Cavalry,  the  entire  brigade  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Samuel  Perkins  Spear,  were  a  reserve. 

''When  the  commanding  general  ceased.  Colonel  Spear  and 
myself  were  sitting  on  Colonel  Roberts'  bed,  and  he  said  to  me 
sotto  voce,  'What  do  you  think  of  the  plan?'  I  said,  'It's  all  right, 
provided  there  is  only  15  pickets  at  Bottom's  Bridge.'  But  the 
general  overheard  our  remarks,  and  turned  to  me  with  some 
severity  and  said :  *Do  you  attempt  to  throw  cold  water  upon  the 
expedition  ?'  I  said  :  'No,  sir  !  if  your  information  is  correct,  that 
there  is  only  15  pickets  at  Bottom's  Bridge,  and  the  command  can 
get  into  Richmond,  it  ought  to  succeed/ 

"John  Boyle  escaped  from  the  guard-house  of  the  Fifth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of  February,  and  up  to 
the  4th  of  February  the  movement  was  not  known  to  any  of  the 
cavalry  command,  other  than  the  orders  to  be  prepared  with 
rations  and  forage  ;  and  I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion  that 
the  defenceless  condition  of  Richmond  w^as  furnished  by  the  Con- 
federates, through  refugees,  to  draw  the  command  at  Williams- 
burg and  Yorktown  from  their  winter  quarters,  and  ensure  their 
defeat. 

"We  started  on  the  night  of  the  5th  ;  one  company  of  the 
Third  New  York  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain  Mc- 
Namara,  as  the  extreme  advance  ;  Major  Wheelen's  battalion, 
New  York  Mounted  Ritles,  in  support,  and  the  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer  Cavalry,  under  my  own  command,  in  reserve, 
the  balance  of  the  brigarle  following.  Colonel  Spear  and  my- 
self rode  together  at  the  head  of  the  Eleventh  Cavalry.  The 
roads  were- in  a  fearful  condition  for  a  forced  march,  and  about 
twelve  miles  from  Williamsburg  we  notice*!  a  falling  body  of 
light  resembling  a  meteor,  falling  slowly  and  perpendicularly. 
Spear   remarked :    'That's    the   most   remarkable   meteor   I    ever 
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saw.'  Tsaid;  'Ws!  it  car.ie  down  just  as  the  head  uf  our  column 
reached  here,  and  is  a  fallin,^  signal,  and  it  you  will  watch  we 
will  see  them  rci)eated  at  intervals  as  we  ])rogTess  towards  Rich- 
mond.' Wdien  we  a[")proached  Xew  Kent  Court  House  the  color 
changed — sometimes  white,  red.  and  green — and  this  system  fol- 
lowed us  through  the  night.  Their  signals  were  thrown  from  a 
spring  gun,  to  the  height  of  two  or  three  hundred  feet,  and  were 
ignited  by  friction  in  passing  through  the  tube,  and  having 
reached  their  altitude,  fell  slowly  and  perpendicularly  to  near  the 
ground,  where  they  burned  out.  There  was  no  explosion  when 
the  fuse  was  reached,  and  a  single  ball  fell  as  in  the  stay  of  a 
rocket. 

"We  reached  our  destination  near  Bottom's  Bridge  about 
3  A.  M.,  the  /th  of  February,  when  Colonel  Spear  detailed 
Captain  AlcXamara  (an  old  soldier  and  Rocky  ^Mountain  scout) 
to  reconnoitre  the  bridge  and  report.  About  4  o'clock  Cap- 
tain McNamara  reported  that  there  was  no  bridge  there;  no 
pickets  on  this  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  but  he  could  hear 
them  putting  artillery  in  position  and  laughing  at  the  sur- 
prise they  were  going  to  give  the  Yankees  at  daylight  in  the 
morning.  Spear  was  fearfully  disappointed.  'Well,'  I  said, 
'Colonel,  what  are  you  going  to  do?  You  can't  rebuild  that 
bridge  under  the  hre  of  artillery.'  'Well,'  he  said,  T  have  no 
discretion;  as  soori  as  daylight  I've  got  to  charge,  bridge  or  no 
bridge.'  Before  daylight  ]\IcNamara's  company  was  driven  in, 
and  as  soon  as  it  was  day  the  battalion  of  the  Xew  York  Mounted 
Rifies  were  ord.ered  to  charge,  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry supporting.  Well,  the  Mounted  Rifles  charged,  and  as  they 
turned  the  point  of  tlie  woods  and  uncovered  themselves,  the 
lower  river  batter}'  oi  15  i2-p<jund  Napoleons  (pickets)  opened  on 
them  with  grape  and  canister,  and  such  a  cavalry  mess  you  never 
saw.  I  said  to  Spear:  Tdad  I  not  best  obli({ue  to  the  right  and 
give  the  Ritles  a  chance  to  reeover  tliemselves,  for  there  must 
be  Confederate  cavalry  on  this  side,  as  artillery  would  hardly  pro- 
duce all  that  confusion?'  We  oi)liqued,  and  eame  baek  badly 
demoralized — with  ouq  negro  captive.  From  this  negro  we 
learned  that  there  was  a  ford  be}ond  Dispatch  Station,  called 
Grapevine  Ford,  and  I  was  ordered  to  cross  with  the  Eleventh 
Cavalry  and  cliarge  this  battel y  in  the  rear  or  tlank.  taking  the 
negro  as  guide,  audi  in  charge  of  a  corjKjral  and  three  men  witli 
instructions  to  shoot  him  if  he  led  us  into  a  tyap.  We  started. 
On  reaching  Dispatch  Statii.»n  one  sentr\-  was  on  duty  on  this  end 
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of  the  railroad  bridi^e,  who  sIo\vl\-  retreated,  and  on  the  railroarl 
I  saw  them  siationed  at  regular  intervals  along-  the  railroad  as 
far  as  yon  could  see.  When  we  reached  the  ford,  the  ground 
favoring  our  flaid^.  1  halted  the  regiment,  and  the  guide.  Captain 
Ringland,  anrl  ms'self  dismounted  and  walked  down  to  recon- 
noitre the  ford,  and  it  was  completely  blocked  up  by  fallen  trees 
on  both  sides,  extending  across  the  creek,  and  the  causeway  on 
the  other  side  for  a  mile  was  blockaded  by  fallen  timber  in  the 
same  manner.  I'herc  were  no  pickets  developed,  and  after  the 
closest  scrutni}-  1  sent  Captain  Ringland  back  to  Colonel  Spear 
to  say  that  if  1  had  two  hundred  axes,  wdth  coils  of  rope,  I  could 
probably,  if  not  disturbed,  clear  the  ford  and  causeway  in  a  week, 
and  I  waited  orders.  Putting  the  regiment  in  position  to  con- 
front any  flank  movement,  I  waited  Ringland's  return,  when 
Spear  sent  me  word  that  the  Confederates  were  out  in  force,  and 
to  take  care  of  myself.  As  he  had  been  ordered  to  fall  back,  for 
fear  of  surprise  I  went  back  ;  and,  as  I  came  in,  w  atered  the  regi- 
ment at  the  little  stream  near  Dispatch  Station,  and  in  columns  of 
four  swept  by  the  hill  battery  of  the  30-pound  Parrotts,  and  re- 
joined the  commar.d  without  the  loss  of  a  man  ;  and  on  my  re- 
turn we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  New  Kent  Court  House  and 
Williamsburg. 

"Such  was  all  that  occurred  in  the  advance  cavalry  move- 
ments of  the  F)Ottom's  Bridge  Raid  and  its  great  expectations  ; 
and  its  failure  was  laid  to  the  door  of  a  poor,  miserable  wretch 
of  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  who  was  under  sentence  of  death,  and  es- 
caped from  the  guard-house  at  W^illiamsburg  on  the  night  of  the 
2d  of  February,  three  days  before  any  of  the  otiicers  of  the  line,  or 
soldiers,  knew  of  the  pending  expedition.  In  my  judgment,  the 
thing  was  arranged  in  Richmond,  as  the  preparations  for  our 
approach  were  too  complete  to  be  arranged  by  any  information 
they  could  have  obtained  by  John  Boyle,  the  escaped  murderer, 
who  had  been  tried  under  efuard,  and  waiting?  execution  on  the 
/th  of  February." 

We  here  give  ^fajor  WetheriU's  account  of  the  raid  upon 
Richmond :  ■ 

"We  marched  out  at  11  a.  xM.  as  it  had  been  arranged.  At 
Barham's  Mill  a  guerrilla  killed  a  horse  from  under  one  of  Col- 
onel Spear's  orderlies.  We  arrived  at  New  Kent  Court  House 
at  dark  and  rested  an  hour,  having  marched  30  miles  in  four 
hours.  The  night  was  intensely  dark  and  the  roads  badly  cut  up 
by  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  so  it  was  with 
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(lifticnlty  tlic  commainl  was  kept  tus^xtlKr.  Near  Dr.  Richard- 
son's house  we  saw  for  the  first  time  ihe  faUiiig  meteoric  signals 
of  the  enemy,  evidenll}"  a  hall  of  dilTerent  colored  (ires,  thrown 
by  a  noiseless  spring  gun.  They  became  luminous  at  a  height 
of  200  feet,  and  fell  perpendicularly  umil  burned  out.  Sj^ear  and 
myself  were  riding  together  at  the  head  of  our  detachment,  and 
so  far  as  we  could  observe,  it  was  evident  that  we  were  expected. 
In  the  darkness  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  got  lost  and 
wandered  about  the  banks  of  the  Chickahominv  until  davlin^ht. 
We  got  within  a  mile  of  Bottom's  Bridge  by  3  a.  m.,  and  halted 
while  Hill's  company  was  sent  forward  with  Captain  ^fcNamara 
to  recormoitre.  They  reported  the  bridge  destroyed,  that  they 
could  hear  the  enemy's  artillery  moving  in  position,  and  the 
pickets  were  talking  of  tlic  warming  they  would  give  the  Yankees 
in  the  morning.  Colonel  Spear  reported  the  facts  to  General 
Wister,  but  in  the  absence  of  other  instructions  prepared  to 
charge  the  bridge  as  ordered.  ' 

*'On  Sunday  morning*,  just  after  da\  liglit,  McNamara's  First 
District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  }^Iajor 
Whelen's  battalion,  P^irst  New  York  2vlounted  Rifles,  charged  the 
bridge  by  fours.  We  moved  down  to  support  the  Rifles,  but 
when  they  came  within  500  yards  of  the  bridge  the  Confederate 
batteries  opened  on  them  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister,  killing 
one  and  wounding  eight.  A  panic  among  the  Rifles  ensued. 
Major  Wlielen  did  what  lie  could  to  ralh'  them,  but  failed,  and 
they  retreated  like  mounted  lunatics.  We  dressed  up  our  colunni 
under  a  hea\-y  fire,  as  if  on  drill,  and  I  reported  witii  Companies 
A,  F,  C,  K,  and  T.  <')ne  company  of  District  of  Colmnbia  cav- 
alry reported  to  m.e.  and  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  against  \'ine- 
ford,  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  cross  the  lord,  and  charge,  regard- 
less of  opposition,  while  Spear  charged  the  destroyed  bridge. 
It  looked  like  a  certain  march  to  death  or  Libby.  I  asked  Col- 
onel Spear  to  repeat  the  order — it  was  no  time  to  write — tliat 
there  might  be  no  mistake  should  disaster  follow.  Detailing  ten 
men  of  Company  A  as  an  advance  guard,  we  proceeded  across 
the  railroad,  and  for  a  distance  of  two  miles  up  the  road  we  could 
see  infantry  pickets  guarding  the  railroad.  The  ford  iiad  been 
obstructed  with  fallen  trees.  With  Captain  Ringland  1  examined 
the  ford  and-sent  him  back  to  report  to  Colonel  Sj)t\ar  that  I 
could  clear  it  and  tiic  cauNCway  oppo>ite  in  about  tin-cc  hours 
with  a  large  detail  of  axemen,  rope,  etc.  It  was  evident  that  our 
every  move   had   been   anticipated.      On    Ringland's   return   we 
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came  back  to  the  brook,  watered  our  horses  by  companies,  re- 
•forming  on  the  rising  ground  by  the  railroad.  W'e  came  up  to 
the  bridge,  wlien  the  30-pound  Parrotts  upon  the  hill  opened  fire, 
doing  no  harm,  except  a  piece  of  shell  tore  a  button  off  Bugler 
Jeffry's  jacket.  We  fed  our  horses  under  fire  at  long  range  and 
Avaited  two  hours  for  orders  to  return  to  our  command. 

"The  'On  to  Richmond !'  raid  furnished  great  sport  in  the 
camps,  and  those  detailed  to  trim  the  navy  yards,  destroy  the 
capitol,  catch  Jeff  Davis,  liberate  Libby  and  Belle  Island 
prisoners,  did  not  hear  the  last  of  it  for  some  time.  'How's  your 
navy  yard?*  'How's  Jeff  Davis  this  morning?'  'What's  be- 
come of  the  Libbv  bovs?'     'Who'll  buv  matches  this  morninsr?' 

"It  was  reported  that  the  raid  was  betrayed  by  an  escaped 
prisoner,  but  at  the  time  it  was  a  mystery  how  he  knew  the  facts 
in  the  case.  It  appears  that  Boyer  and  Blake,  chained  together, 
had  heard  the  orders  for  preparation  read  on  dress  parade,  Feb- 
ruary 3d.  A  few  days  prior  to  his  escape,  Boyer  got  a  case  knife 
-and  hacked  tlie  edge  to  make  a  saw.  While  the  sentries  were 
sitting  beside  him  lie  sav;ed  the  rivet  which  fastened  his  shackles. 
-About  IIP.  :m.  he  asked  the  sentry  to  go  to  the  sink  with  him. 
One,  Ludwig,  rose  to  do  so,  when  he  said:  'I  don't  want  you, 
I  want  Abrams.'  Abrams  went  and  was  in  the  sink  with  him 
Avhen  he  said  to  Ludwig:  'Go  to  Boyer,  he  is  your  man;  my 
man  is  Blake.'  Ludwig  went  and  found  the  ball  and  chain,  to- 
g-ether with  the  knife.  The  alarm  was  given.  Boyer  effected 
his  escape  through  the  drain  which  drained  the  moat  of  Fort 
Magruder.  Evidently  he  gave  himself  up  to  two  Confederate 
pickets  at  Barhamsville.  Richmond  papers  told  of  his  escape 
and  arrival  on  February  3d.  An  item  appeared  in  the  Rich- 
mond Exivniiicr  which  explained  the  failure  of  the  expedition: 
'Some  days  since,  a  report  was  obtained  by  the  local  authorities 
from  a  Yankee  deserter  that  the  enemy  was  contemplating  a  raid, 
in  considerable  force,  against  Richmond.  The  report  gained 
consistency  from  a  number  of  circumstances,  and  impressed  our 
force?  to  such  a  degree  that  a  disposition  of  forces  was  made  to 
■anticipate  the  designs  of  the  enemy.' 

"About  the  loth  of  February  a  number  of  oflicers  escaped 
from  Lil'by  Prison  through  the  famous  tunnel.  On  the  afternoon 
of  the  13th  one  of  the  escaped  ofticers.  Colonel  Boyd,  arrived 
at  camj)  and  informed  the  connnanding  othcer  that  others  were 
on  their  way  down  th.e  Peninsula.  Colonel  Rose  was  the  en- 
gineer who  planned  the  escape.     In  the  room,  where  they  were 
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confined,  they  took  up  each  nij^ht  the  hearth  of  the  fireplace  and 
forced  a  way  into  the  cellar.  Here  they  commenced  their  tunnel, 
and  hid  the  dirt  under  a  pile  of  old  iron,  covering-  the  dirt  with 
straw  which  was  stored  to  replenish  the  prisoners'  beds.  The 
workings  party  would  then  return  to  their  room  before  daylight 
and  relay  the  hearth  tloor.  Tn  this  way  three  feet  of  tunneling^ 
was  made  each  night.  The  tunnel  was  fift\'-four  feet  long  and 
terminated  near  a  gate  that  led  to  the  street,  but  before  which 
a  sentry  paced  his  beat  day  and  night.  Since  they  had  no 
watches,  the  prisoners,  while  excavating,  had  noted  the  time  it 
took  the  sentry  to  walk  backwards  on  his  beat  by  the  number  of 
pulse  throbs.  On  their  arrival,  one  by  one,  at  the  gate,  each 
waited  until  the  sentry  marched  by.  By  counting  the  pulse 
beats,  when  the  guard  was  at  the  lower  end  of  his  beat  and  his 
back  was  turned  toward  the  gate,  they  stole  across  the  street, 
and  in  this  way  109  escaped.  Then  came  the  effort  to  leave  the 
city.  They  scattered,  each  one  to  take  care  of  himself.  Colonel 
Boyd  did  not  see  one  of  his  comrades  until  he  reached  our  lines 
at  Burnt  Ordinary. 

''The  Eleventh,  except  Company  K.  was  absent  from  camp 
when  Colonel  Boyd  arrived.  Captain  Ackerly  was  ordered  to 
take  this  company,  together  with  men  from  other  companies  in 
camp,  and  proceed  at  once  to  Burnt  Ordinary  to  aid,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  refugees.  The  command  arrived  at  the  Ordinary 
after  dark  and  bivouaced.  Soon  Captain  Johnson,  of  the  Fourth 
Kentucky  Infantry,  and  a  lieutenant  of  an  Indian  battery,  both 
Chickamauga  prisoners,  attracted  by  our  campfires,  came  in  'out 
of  the  wet.'  They  fed  upon  such  as  the  men  had,  which  to  them 
was  a  veritable  feast.  The  lieutenant  wanted  Captain  Ackerly 
to  permit  him  to  take  a  detachment  and  go  back  to  Xew  Kent 
Court  House  tliat  he  might  burn  the  cabin  of  a  darkev  who  tried 
to  betray  the  captain  and  himself  into  the  enemy's  hands  again  ; 
but  the  captain  refused.  During  the  night  several  other  fugitives 
came  to  the  bivouac.  Xext  morning  Captain  Ackerly  went  to  Bar- 
hamsville.  While  cji  route,  other  officers  came  from  the  woods 
and  joined  the  conunand.  among  whom  were  Colonel  C.  W  . 
Tilden,  of  the  Sixteenth  ^Mainc,  and  Captain  Tower,  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Massachusetts,  both  Gettysburg  prisoners.  During  the 
afternoon  Captain  Ackerly  started  for  Williamsburg,  and  while 
the  advance  guard  was  going  through  the  woods  it  was  fired 
npon  by  a  guerrilla  party,  but  though  they  fired  at  cl(:)se  range 
no  one  was  struck,  which  was  regarded  as  miraculous  by  the  men 
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involved.  As  soon  as  the  surprise  was  over,  they  c^ave  chase, 
hilt  it  was  useless  to  endeavor  to  follow  the  enemy  throug-h  the 
tane^led  swamps,  so  the  march  was  resumed.  When  Burnt 
Ordinary  was  reached  two  or  three  more  (jfhcers  were  found, 
among  whcMu  was  Colonel  Kendrick,  of  the  First  West  Ten- 
nessee Cavalr}-.  Seeing-  the  colors  of  Company  K.  he  fell  upon 
his  knees  and  cried  like  a  child,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  per- 
mitting him  to  be  once  more  among  God's  people.  It  was  a 
touching  scene.  The  regiment  went  next  day  to  Burnt  Ordinary 
and  otlier  points  and  only  one  ofticer  was  found — Colonel  Rose, 
the  projector  and  superintendent  of  the  tunnel — but  he  was  re- 
capture! within  sight  of  Captain  Ackerls's  commaiid. 

*T)uring  the  montlis  of  February.  March,  and  April,  many 
recruits  came  to  the  regiment,  swelling  the  companies  beyond  the 
maximum  number  allowed  by  law,  and  the  extra  men  were  dis- 
tributed amou-g  the  companies  as  'unassigned  recruits.'  At 
Williamsburg,  stal)les  and  huts  were  again  constructed,  and  all 
the  time  a\'ailable  was  employed  in  perfecting  the  drill." 

In  February,  Company  G  was  detached  for  duty  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  Mrginia.  From  that  time  on  until  mustered 
out.  the  regiment  was  short  one  company.  Companies  A  and 
H  were  temporarily  detached  for  duty  in  Gloucester  Coimty  soon 
after  the  Bottom's  Bridge  expedition,  and  remained  there  imtil 
the  regiment  returned  to  Camp  Getty  in  A])ril. 

The  first  experience  of  Company  A  at  Gloucester  was  far 
from  pleasant.  The  a\'owed  object  was  to  enroll  the  inhabitants. 
They  had  been  out  all  day  in  a  liard  rain,  and  returned  to  tlie 
Point  after  dark.  There  was  no  shelter — not  even  the  woods. 
Running  their  sabres  into  the  ground,  they  tied  their  horses  to 
them,  wrapped  themselves  in  their  wet  blankets  and  passed  tlie 
night  as  best  they  could.  It  became  cold,  and  in  the  morning 
everything  \\-as  frozen.  The  wind  sweT)t  in  from  the  Chesapeake 
like  an  Iowa  blizzard.  They  made  their  way  to  Huntingdon 
Church,  four  miles  distant :  in  the  woods  they  made  tires,  thawed 
out,  and  got  breakfast.  They  fmally  came  u])  with  Company  II 
of  tlie  Fleventh.  and  the  Sixteenth  N'ew  York  Ifeav}'  Artillery, 
camped  opposite  Vorktown.  Thev  soon  made  another  trip.  Gen- 
eral Lee's  army  was  on  the  Rapidan.  in  front  of  Cirant  on  the  Rap- 
pahamiock.  The  GKnicester  and  Matthews  Counties'  companies 
had  been  furhiughed.  and  hail  returned  home  to  recruit  and 
spend  the  winter.  At  a  large  j)lantation  house  above  IVdle  Roi 
a  dance  was  planne(l  in  honor  of  the  returned  braves.     The  ever- 
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present  contraband  canie  into  onr  camp  and  reported  it.  Ca])- 
tain  Rinj^'^land.  havinj;'  obtained  j)erniission,  went  out  with  twenty 
./  men,  tiniinir  bis  inarch  so  that  he  mi.^h.t  arrive  there  at  nine 
v>'clc)ck  in  tlie  tveninq-.  MaUinL;'  in  front  of  the  house,  nuui1)er 
four  was  ordered  to  bold  btjrses  ;  numbers  one,  two,  and  tliree  to 
dismount  and  surround  the  bouse.  There  was  a  picket  ietice  in 
front,  and  in  their  hurry  the\'  did  not  stop  to  bud  the  i;alc,  but 
clambered  over.  Several  were  caught  by  their  sabre  stra{)s.  and 
had  to  call  for  help.  The  noise  alarmed  the  .Quests  within.  They 
made  a  rush  for  the  back  door,  but  Riuf^land  was  there  before 
tiiem.  Idiouoh  alone,  he  called  out  as  if  he  had  a  whole  com- 
pany: ''Come  on,  l)oys,  here  they  are!"  The  frightened  Con- 
federates went  back  into  the  house.  Nine  were  captured;  two, 
who  were  outside,  escaped.  Captain  Ringland  and  his  men 
stayed  long  enough  to  help  eat  the  roast  turkey  and  pigs.  The 
girls  wished  them  to  stay  for  the  dance,  but.  being  so  far  ivo\\\ 
liome,  they  were  bashful,  since  tliey  were  unaccustomed  to 
strange  lassies,  deeming  it  better  to  return  with  their  prisoners. 
On  the  25th  of  Februarw  an  expedition  consisting  of  3,606 
men  and  a  six-gun  battery  of  horse  artillerw  under  General  Kil- 
patrick,  left  the  cavalry  camp  of  the  Arm}-  of  the  Potomac  for 
another  dash  at  Richmond.  The  object  of  the  expedition  failed 
in  its  accomplishment,  but  Kilpatrick  did  not  retire  before  he 
had  driven  the  enemy  within  their  inner  line  of  works,  and  only 
withdrew  when  a  strong  reinforcement  came  up  for  the  enemy. 
Learning  that  a  large  body  of  cavalry  had  been  sent  down  from 
Tee's  army  to  intercept  liis  return,  (jcneral  Kilpatrick  decided  to 
proceed  to  General  lUitler's  lines  at  \\'illiams])nrg.  General  liui- 
ler  ordered  Colonel  West  to  take  2.000  infantry.  Colonel  Spear's 
brigade,  and  a  l)attery  of  artillei}-,  to  proceed  to  Xew  Kent  Court 
House  :  to  remain  there  and  render  such  aid  to  General  Kilpatrick 
as  might  be  necessarw  Colonel  West  arrived  there  at  7.30  a.  m. 
on  the  2(1  of  ^farch,  and  at  1 1  a.  m.  Colonel  S])ear  was  sent  to 
I  unstall's  Station  ;  here  all  the  railroad  property  was  destroyed, 
together  with  a  large.  valual)Ie  .^aw  mill  belonging  to  the  Con- 
federate government.  Several  detachments  were  sent  out  b}- 
Lolonel  Spear  to  search  for  Kilpatrick's  command,  which  was 
tound  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  below  White  House.  'I'he  iwo 
conunands.  with  Colonel  S|)car  in  the  rear,  moved  to  Xew  Kent, 
and  next  day  returned  to  bort  Magruder.  It  was  on  this  trip 
the  famous  guerrilla,  Robert  Cotton,  wa>  captured  and  killed 
"'•ar   the    six-mile    Ordinarv.      He    had    been    biishw  hackin<>-   on 
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the  Peninsula  for  more  than  a  year,  and  1ms  character  was  well 
known. 

Colonel  S{)ear  had  his  canij)  equipments  in  a  spring  wagon. 
He  had  sent  liis  orderly  ahead  to  go  as  far  as  a  certain  house  a-nd 
have  supper  ready.  The  orderly  had  tied  the  horse  in  front 
of  the  house  and  had  gone  in,  when  Cotton,  the  celebrated  Con- 
federate scout  of  the  Peninsula,  came  out  of  the  woods,  took 
horse  and  wagon,  and  made  off  with  it.  The  advance  came  in 
sight,  and  after  a  long  chase  captured  him.  He  was  given  his 
choice  either  to  go  as  a  prisoner  or  to  take  a  start  of  twenty  rods 
and  take  the  chances  of  getting  away.  He  took  the  latter,  and 
the  neighborhood  was  safer  ever  afterwards — Sergeant  Crapster, 
an  old  deer  hunter,  shot  him,  or  he  would  have  escaped. 

"On  the  9th,''  says  General  Putler,  "while  waiting  for  trans- 
portation. I  sent  a  party  of  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  with  a  part  of 
Colonel  Onderdonk's  and  Colonel  Spear's  cavalry  from  my  own 
conunand.  up  to  King  and  Queen's  Court  House  to  deal  with 
those  citizens  who  claimed  to  be  non-eombatants  when  a  force 
of  ours  was  present,  but  ambushed  Dahlgreen." 

Colonel  Dahlgreen  commanded  a  separate  detachment  of 
Kilpatrick's  command,  numbering  460,  and  had  been  cut  off 
from  his  own  command,  together  with  a  hundred  of  his  men, 
during  a  night  attack  above  Richmond  on  the  James  River. 
Failing  to  find  his  own  command  or  Kilpatrick's,  the  Colonel  at- 
tempted to  make  his  way  to  General  Butler's  lines  at  Gloucester 
Point ;  but  arriving  at  King  and  Queen  Court  House,  he  was 
ambushed  in  the  nicrht  bv  a  force  of  regular  Confederate  ca\alrv 
and  home  guard,  killed,  his  body  mutilated,  a  number  of  his 
men  were  killed,  and  the  remainder,  seeing  that  resistance  was 
useless,  surrendered. 

The  companies  of  the  Eleventh  which  took  part  in  this  ex- 
pedition are  not  definitely  known,  since  the  report  of  Captain 
Reynolds,  who  connnanded  them,  is  marked  "not  found"  in  the 
Rebellion  records.  Colonel  Stratton's  brief  history  is  silent  also  ; 
not  a  single  officer  claiming  the  engagement  at  King  and  Queen 
Court  House  as  his  own.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  Companies 
F.  K,  and  M  were  there.  Colonel  Ondcrdonk.  who  connnanded 
General  Butler's  cavalry,  gives  an  account  c^f  the  affair: 

"On.jeporting  to  Colonel  Spear,  he  placed  me  in  connnand 
of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  the  hirst  New  York 
Mounted  Rifics,  with  orders  to  report  at  Gloucester  Point  with 
mv   command   to  the   senior  officer  coniniandinir  the   Potomac 
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cavalry.  On  the  lotb.  at  4.30  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Kilpatrick  to  take  the  advance  and  move  toward  King  and  Queen 
Court  House — the  FJcvcnth  Cavalry  leading.  We  halted  at  the 
cross-roads  within  seven  miles  of  the  Court  House  and  Carlton's 
Store,  and  were  ordered  by  Kilpatrick  to  attempt  the  capture  of 
the  Forty-second  Battalion  of  Virginia  Cavalry,  encamped  near 
the  store,  and  to  burn  the  court  house,  jail,  mill,  and  ferry  located 
there.  I  detailed  the  Eleventh  for  the  laUer  duty,  with  orders  to 
ioin  me  at  the  store.  I  went,  mvself,  with  the  ^lounted  Rifles  to 
attack  the  camp,  and  upon  reaching  the  store  captured  the  mail  j 

and  a  large  package  of  official  papers,  and  learned  from  them 
that  the  North  Virginia  Cavalry,  as  well  as  the  Forty-second  Bat- 
talion, and  about  150  citizen  soldiers  were  waiting  us  in  the 
vicinity.  I  then  halted  to  await  the  Eleventh,  deeming  it  unsafe 
and  tmvvise  to  advance  \\  ith  my  small  force.  When  the  Eleventh 
arrived  they  again  led  tlic  advance.  As  we  approached  their 
camp,  the  Confederates  retreated  until  about  three  miles  from  the 
store,  where  they  formed  in  line  with  the  appearance  of  resistance, 
but  fled  in  disorder  when  charged  by  a  battalion  of  the  Eleventh. 
We  pursued  them  for  three  miles,  capturing  five  and  wounding 
three ;  the  rest  dispersed  in  the  woods,  and  formed  in  our  rear 
at  the  store.  Returning,  we  burned  their  camp,  met  them  at  the 
store,  and  the  ^^lounted  Riflemen  pursued  them  toward  Saluda, 
capturing  five  and  mortally  wounding  one.  We  would  have  cap- 
tured a  large  number  here,  their  horses  being  fatigued,  but  an 
aide-de-camp  met  me  at  the  store,  ordering  me  to  move  on  the 
return  route  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  I  was  obliged  to  recall 
the  charge.  The  prisoners  at  first  reported  the  enemy's  forces 
to  be  from  1,000  t(^  2,000,  but,  later,  said  the\'  were  not  more 
than  500 :  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  former  state- 
ment to  be  correct. 

"Captain  Reynolds,  commanding  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  together  v/ith  his  officers  and  men,  are  entitled 
to  the  highest  praise  for  their  gallant  action  on  the  charge;  also 
the  Mounted  Ritles." 

It  has  been  connnonly  said  that  the  colored  troops  behaved 
nobly,  but  ^[ajor  Wetherill  says:  "The  regiment  of  colored  cav- 
alry, Colonel  Cole  conmianding.  treated  our  old  Suffolk  friends 
so  shamefully,  stealing  and  plundering,  until  their  conduct  caused 
their  removal  to  \\'illiamsburg."  But  elsewhere  we  note  their 
strict  adherence  to  instructions,  though  attended  often  b\'  great 
inconvenience  and  sometimes  with  considerable  danger.  No 
officer  or  enlisted  man  wns  allowed  to  take  liberties  when  going 
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the  rounds  of  a  l")lack  picket  line.  i)ut  bad  to  obey  the  ver\-  letter 
of  army  regulations. 

When  President  Lincoln  issued  bis  preliminary  proclama- 
tion in  September.  i8C)2,  the  general  opinion,  as  expressed  at  the 
campfires  of  the  Eleventh,  was  strongly  against  emancipation. 
Many  spirited  discussions  were  heard,  and  the  defenders  of  the 
measure  were  decidedly  unpopular.     The  discussions  generally 

ended  with  "Well.  I'll  be  d d  if  I'd  have  eidisted  if  I'd  known 

it  was  to  free  the  d d  niggers."     Rut,  as  time  wore  on,  the 

wisdom  of  the  measure  was  seen,  so  that  when  the  final  proclam- 
ation was  made  in  1863  all  gave  it  their  approval. 

The  enlistment  of  colored  troops,  also,  at  first  met  with  op- 
position, the  principal  objection  being  found  in  the  possibility 
of  serving  under  non-commissioned  colored  officers — an  objec- 
tion which  never  occurred,  as  care  was  taken  to  prevent  it. 
Dignity  and  prejudice  gave  way  to  the  chance  of  promotion, 
there  beins;'  no  case  recc~)rded  where  a  soldier  deemed  fit  to  lead 
colored  troops  rejected  the  offer,  clinging  to  his  own  ranks  out 
of  deference  to  an  invincible  antipath}-  to  "niggers." 

As  the  campaign  of  1864  wore  on.  and  the  black  troops 
proved  themselves  worthy,  prejudice  gave  way  to  toleration, 
toleration  to  respect,  and  when  the  colored  brigade  of  General 
Foster's  command  came  proudly  into  line  on  the  left  of  the 
Army  of  the  James  at  Appomattox  respect  was  supplanted  by 
admiration.  Although  not  cavalrymen,  the  colored  soldiers 
won  their  spurs  at  Petersburg,  Wilson's  Landing.  Burnside's 
Mine,  and  I'ort  Gilmore. 

The  King  and  Queen  expedition  closed  the  incidents,  witli 
the  raids  to  capture  Richmond  and  release  the  prisoners  con- 
fined there.  Whether  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  capital 
would  have  affected  the  continuance  of  the  war  is  an  open  ques- 
tion. It  might  have  caused  some  depression,  but  at  the  same 
time  the  spirit  of  desperation  might  have  urged  the  Confederate 
army  still  in  the  field  to  wage  war  to  the  very  end.  How  many 
a  fair  promise  is  spoiled  by  those  we  little  expect !  The  expedi- 
tion which  started  on  its  trip  to  Richmond  was  C(_>nfident  of  suc- 
cess, wliich.  had  it  been  effected,  would  have  added  a  glou'ing 
page  to  the  record  of  the  Eleventh.  Perhaps  some,  in  looking 
back,  may -point  out  wherein  failure  ensued,  but  the  fate  of  war 
is  not  alw  avs  on  one  side,  though  it  be  in  the  ri<'ht :  wrong  hath 
its  triumph,  its  vantage  grounds — many  an  Austerlitz  before  its 
Waterloo.  Richnn^nd  was  still  named  the  capital  of  the  Con- 
federacy— the  attem[n  at  its  o\-erthro\\   had  been  thwarted.     . 
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On  the  9th  of  April,  the  Eleventh  l)roke  camp  at  Port  Ma- 
gruder,  and  took  up  the  Vine  of  march  for  the  last  time  down 
the  Peninsula,  arriving  on  the  following  afternoon  at  Newport 
News,  where  transports  were  awaiting.  \Ve  went  to  Camp  Getty, 
took  up  our  old  quarters,  which  looked  hard  and  dirtv.  The 
camp  had  other  occupants  during  the  absence  of  the  Eleventh. 
On  the  8th.  Major  Cornog  was  discharged  on  account  of  dis- 
ability, and  Captain  Ackerly  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy.  At 
the  time  of  his  promotion.  Captain  Ackerly  was  the  ranking 
captain  in  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  An  order  was  issued  on  the 
1 8th  from  department  headquarters  organizing  wliat  was  after- 
wards designated  as  the  Cavalry  Division  of  the  Army  of  the 
James.  August  \'.  Kautz.  a  newly-appointed  brigadier-general, 
was  assigned  to  its  command.  General  Kautz  had  been  pro- 
moted from  the  colonelcy  of  the  Second  (3hio  Cavalry,  at  the  re- 
quest of  General  Grant,  for  the  skillful  management  in  his  pursuit 
of  the  Confederate  General  John  Morgan  during  his  famous  raid 
through  Indiana  and  Ohio  the  previous  year.  General  Kautz 
was  an  unassuming  man.  not  given  to  militar)'  display  ;  a  safe, 
reliable  cavalry  leader,  and  did  good  service  in  the  campaigns 
of  1864.  The  general  expressed  himself  as  being  delighicd  with 
the  Eleventh. 

Lieutenant  John  E.  Roper  was  assigned  to  the  staft  of  Gen- 
eral Kautz  as  Division  Commissary.  The  newly-organized 
division  consisted  of  two  brigades,  two  regiments  in  each 
brigade :  the  first  brigade  consisting  of  the  Eirst  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  Third  New  York  ;  the  second  brigade  of  the 
Eifth  and  Eleventh  Pemisylvania.  The  brigade  commanders 
were  Colonel  Mix.  of  the  Third  New  York,  and  Colonel  Spear. 

On  the  loth.  the  Eleventii  was  part  of  a  cavalry  expedition 
to  the  Blackwater  under  Colonel  Spear.  Nothing  was  accom- 
plishtr<l  so  far  as  the  Eleventh  was  concerned,  except  a  dead 
horse  ;  there  were  but  few  Confederate  jiickets  along  the  river. 
The  command  returned  to  Camp  (^ictty  after  an  absence  of  three 
or  four  days.  During  the  rest  of  the  stay  at  Camp  Getty  the 
tinie  was  s{)ent  in  preparing  for  the  conu'ng  campaign.     Colonel 
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Stratton  says :  "As  long  raids  into  tlie  enemy's  country  were 
contemplated  everything  possible  was  done  to  make  the  outfit 
complete,  and  to  reduce  the  transportati(jn  to  its  lowest  limit." 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  command  mounted  horses  and 
marched  out  of  Camp  Getty  for  the  last  time.  It  was  a  bright 
May  morning — all  nature  happy — the  warm  sunshine,  the  trees 
bursting  into  bud  and  blossom — the  air  filled  with  fragrance  and 
song.  It  hardl}'  seemed  possible  to  be  out  of  harmony  wdth 
such  a  scene,  yet  the  errand  was  destruction  and  death.  Just 
outside  the  camp  the  band  was  stationed  along  the  roadside,  and 
played  as  the  regiments  marched  by.  The  Eleventh  had  the 
advance.  ■Marching  was  continued  all  day  and  far  into  the  night. 
Beyond  Suffolk  a  halt  was  made  for  a  few  hours.  Here  it  was 
first  inferred  that  Petersburg  was  the  objective  point. 

General  Kautz  says  of  the  day's  march  :  "We  marched  via 
Suffolk  to  Andrew's  Corners,  about  40  miles.  This  point  was 
selected  for  our  first  camp,  so  as  to  leave  the  enemy  in  doubt 
as  to  the  destination  of  the  next  day's  march,  and  to  prevent 
their  concentrating  against  our  advance.  The  command  moved 
at  midnight  of  the  6th.  and  we  directed  our  march  toward  the 
sources  of  the  Blackwater  by  way  of  Windsor,  arriving  at  Farm- 
ville  about  noon.  There  was  a  ford  at  this  place  across  the 
Blackwater,  and  I  made  a  pretence  of  crossing  while  the  main 
force  >vas  marching  on  the  Birchen  Island  Bridge.  The  guard 
at  these  bridges  was  engaged  in  taking  them  up  as  we  arrived.'' 

Late  in  the  afternoon  a  point  was  reached  three  miles  north 
of  the  Wakefield  Station  on  the  Peter^sburg  and  Norfolk  Railroad, 
where  the  Blackwater  enters  a  wide  swamp,  and  two  islands 
divide  the  stream  into  two  channels,  making  three  bridges.  On 
the  farther  side  was  a  breastwork  which  commanded  the  road 
and  bridges,  manned  by  a  detachment  of  the  enemy.  The  car- 
bineers of  the  Eleventh,  under  Major  Ackerly,  dismounted, 
floundered  through  the  swamps,  swam  the  streams,  and  flanked 
the  enemy  out  of  his  position.  Lieutenant  Prudhomme.  accom- 
panied by  five  men,  had  made  his  way  through  the  swamp  at 
the  side  of  the  road,  and  crossed  the  first  bridge  on  the  stringers. 
The  lieutenant,  exposing  himself,  was  shot  through  the  hip, 
which  ended  his  military  life,  much  to  the  regret  oi  the  regiment, 
for  "Prudy,"  as  he  was  called,  was  a  general  favorite.  Dr. 
Rivers,  division  surireon.  said  the  lieutenant  could  onlv  be  ^aved 
by  sending  him  to  a  hospital,  and  he  was  sent  to  I'^ort  Pow- 
hattan,  on  the  James  River,  whore  he  arrived  that  night. 
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The  bridges  were  soon  repaired  and  the  coinniand  marched  to 
Wakefield,  where  it  bivouaced,  having  marched  50  miles  that 
day.  That  night  the  railroad  property,  including  the  station,  a 
few  cars,  and  some  of  tlie  track  was  destroyed.  Before  daylight  of 
the  /th  the  command  was  again  on  the  road,  with  the  F'irst 
Brigade  in  advance,  and  the  Eleventh  bringing  up  the  rear.  At 
Littletown  the  advanxe  captured  three  wagons  and  fifteen 
prisoners.  One  of  the  wagons  had  l^een  captured  from  Major 
Wetherill's  conmiand  th.e  previous  fall  at  Suffolk. 

It  was  a  hot,  sultry  day,  causing  much  suffering  among  the 
horses,  forty  of  which  were  abandoned  and  left  along  the  road. 
Their  places  were  supplied  so  far  as  possible  from  the  country. 
Boling's  Bridge  over  the  Nottaway  was  reached  at  3  p.  m.,  40 
miles  having  been  marched  during  the  day. 

Rapidity  of  movement  is  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  a  suc- 
cessful cavalry  raid.  Wlien  the  advance  arrived  at  Boling's  the 
guard  was  busily  engaged  removing  the  planks  from  the  bridge — 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  army  had  traveled  as  fast  as  the  news 
of  its  coming.  Colonel  Mix  drove  the  guard  from  the  bridge, 
with  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  John  .vlayo  and  two  enlisted  men  of 
the  Third  New^  York.  The  planks  were  re-laid,  and  the  com- 
mand moved  rapidly  to  Stony  Creek  Bridge,  which  was  burned 
after  the  guard  of  fifty  men  had  surrendered. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Stetzel,  with  the  Eleventh,  was  sent  to 
burn  the  bridge  over  the  Nottoway,  six  miles  below  Stony 
Creek,  and  arrived  there  at  sundown  :  but,  the  bridge  being  de- 
fended by  a  strong  force,  Colonel  Spear  deemed  it  too  late  to 
venture  an  attack,  and  directed  Lieutenant-colonel  Stetzel  to  re- 
sume operations  earl\-  next  morning.  During  the  night  orders 
were  received  to  move  on  the  enemy  at  Jarrett's  Station,  five 
miles  south,  which  were  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  regiment  ar- 
rived at  the  station  a  little  before  daylight.  Two  charges  were 
made  upon  the  enemy's  position  by  the  dismounted  carbineers, 
but  the  enemy  was  too  strongly  posted  to  be  dislodged.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Stetzel  withdrew  beyond  ritle  range,  and  sent  a 
large  part  of  the  regiment  to  take  up  and  twist  the  rails.  In  the 
meantime.  Colonel  Spear,  with  the  Fifth  Penns\  Ivania,  arrived. 
Another  advance  was  made  by  the  carbineers  of  the  two  regi- 
ments, aided  by  a  vigorous  tire  from  Sergeant  Shannon's 
howitzers,  dislodging  the  enemy,  and  capturing  35  prisoners. 
One  of  the  prisoners  wore  a  long  coat  fairly  covered  with  military 
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buttons  (.if  all  kinds,  and  very  reluctanilv  o^ave  up  some  of  them^ 
begged  as  souvenirs  of  the  occasion. 

After  destroying  the  railroad  property  and  military  stores  at 
Jarrett's  Station,  Colonel  Spear  countermarched  to  the  railroad- 
bridge  on  the  Nottoway,  when  he  arrived  to  participate  with 
Colonel  }vlix  in  the  fight  which  ended  in  the  destruction  of  the 
bridge.  The  bridge  was  defended  by  the  Fifty-ninth  Virginia, 
under  Colonel  Tabb,  who  assumed  the  offensive,  trying  to  drive 
away  the  approaching  C^nion  force.  But  he  reckoned  unwisely, 
for  the  dismounted  men  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  the  Fifth  Penn- 
sylvania, led  by  Colonel  Spear,  met  the  attack  with  such  vigor 
that  the  enemv  were  driven  back  across  the  river  and  the  bridsfe 
was  in  flames  before  it  could  be  protected.  General  Kautz  says 
of  this  affair:  "It  was  a  fatal  mistake  for  Colonel  Tabb  to  leave 
his  entrenchments,  for  had  he  remained  within  the  redoubt,  we 
could  not  have  reached  the  bridge  to  burn  it  without  much 
greater  loss  ;  perhaps  we  would  have  failed  entirely.  The  enemy 
could  not  fire  upon  our  men  until  they  reached  the  redoubt,  and 
by  that  time  the  bridge  was  in  flames.'' 

The  Confederates  had  followed  Spear  to  Jarrett's  Station, 
where  Spear's  brigade  had  a  lively  fight  with  Colonel  Stubbs  and 
l,ioo  Confederates,  driving  them  down  the  railroad  into  their 
entrenchments.  This  earthwork  covered  Nottaway  Bridge. 
Spear  led  the  men  gallantly.  As  the  enemy  came  down  the  rail- 
road, our  artillery  played  havoc  with  their  flanks.  They  fled 
across  the  bridge.  In  this  action  Colonel  Spear  was  reported 
killed.  In  these  actions  the  Union  loss  was  50;  the  Confederate, 
70.     Colonel  Spear  came  in  unhurt. 

As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  burned,  General  Kautz  directed 
Lieutenant-colonel  Stetzel  to  com.municate  under  a  flag  of  truce 
with  Colonel  Tabb,  to  effect  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  which 
was  soon  done,  but  Colonel  Tabb  had  only  one  officer  and  four 
privates  to  exchange  for  the  130  officers  and  men  held  by  our 
forces.  General  Kautz  says  in  his  official  report:  'T  could,  no 
doubt,  have  captured  Colonel  Tabb's  command  :  but  reflecting 
that  the  loss  of  ammunition  probably  necessary  to  do  it,  the  in- 
creased nunfl>er  of  prisoners,  and  the  time  lost  might  seriously 
interfere,  if  it  did  not  altogether  defeat  my  return  to  City 
Point,  I  reluctantly  left  him  to  guard  where  the  bridge  had 
been."  Doubtless,  this  was  a  wise  conclusion,  for  troops 
were  being  hurried  over  the  roatl  from  the  south  to  the  defence 
of    Petersburg    and    Richmond:    three    train    loads    had    passed 
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Up  the  road  a'hont  noon  on  the  jih,  and  otlicrs  were  then  ex- 
pected. 

After  exchanging  prisoners,  the  command  took  up  the  hne 
of  march  for  City  Point.  The  railroad  biidgc  having  been 
burned,  the  command  fell  back  to  Sussex  Court  House,  where 
it  encamped  after  dark,  starling  again  at  4  a.  m.,  and  crossed  to 
the  north  side  of  the  Xotto\va\  by  an  old  wagon  bridge.  At  a 
house  near  by,  letters  were  found,  advising  the  citizens  to  burn 
the  bridge  and  cut  us  ott.  Boyington  Plank  Road  was  then 
struck,  twentv-eis^ht  miles  from  PetersburiT,  which  was  followed 
to  within  tw  elve  miles  of  the  place.  Camp  was  pitched  after  dark 
nine  miles  from  Petersburg.  The  men  and  horses  were  worn  out. 
Those  who  had  coffee  made  it ;  many  were  without,  and  had  had 
no  rations  for  two  days. 

The  river  in  the  vicinity  of  City  Point  was  full  of  water  craft 
of  every  description  from  a  canal  boat  to  a  French  man-of-war, 
somewdiat  calling  to  mind  the  scenes  at  White  House  two  years 
previous.  Heavy  tiring  was  heard  up  the  river ;  it  was  the  Union 
gunboats  attacking  the  batteries  below  Richmond. 

On  the  nth,  the  cavalry  di\'ision  was  ferried  to  Bermuda 
Hundred,  about  a  mile  up  the  James,  and  past  its  confluence 
with  the  Appomattox.  Butler's  main  force  had  landed  here, 
which  served  for  his  base  of  supplies.  Butler's  army  occupied 
a  line  extending  from  near  Post  Walthall  on  the  Appomattox  to 
Dutch  Gap  on  the  James,  a  line  afterwards  known  as  the  "Ber- 
muda Front."  F^rom  here.  General  Butler  was  expected  to  move 
against  Richniond,  but  was.  as  C-jraiit  said,  as  complcrel}'  shut  off 
from  further  operations  as  if  he  had  been  in  a  tightly-corked 
bottle.  During  the  day  Conrpanies  B  and  H  were  detached 
for  duty  at  the  headquarters  oi  General  W.  F\  Smith,  command- 
ing the  Eighteenth  Corps.  These  two  companies  participated  in 
the  Cold  Harbor  campaign,  and  Company  B  returned  to  the 
regiment  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  \\*ilson  raid. 

The  next  uK^rning.  General  Kautz  started  on  an  expedition 
against  the  Riclimond  and  Danville  Railroad,  concerning  which 
General  Kautz  says:  "The  general  (lUitler)  had  planned  an  ad- 
vance on  Richmond,  which  resuked  in  his  repulse  at  Drewry's 
I'lutT.  He  intended  to  move  on  the  [2th.  and  I  should  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  movement,  passing  irom  the  left  to  the  Danville 
Jt>ad  to  commit  all  the  damage  \  could,  and  return  as  best  I 
was  able.  I  had  but  one  day  to  prepare,  and  felt  that  the  time 
was  too  limited  to  prepare  properly  for  such  an  expedition.     It 
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was  not  possible  to  recover  from  the  results  of  the  hard  work 
and  long  marches  of  the  preceding:  week  in  the  one, day  devoted 
to  the  preparation  for  another  still  more  severe  expedition.  The 
expedition  started  out  in  a  drizzUng  rain  which  continued 
through  the  da_\-.  and  was  the  forerunner  of  a  rainv  week."  We 
passed  along  tlie  left  of  Butler's  army,  and  struck  the  Richmond 
and  Petersburg  pike  twelve  miles  from  Richmond.  A  brigade  of 
infantry  with  a  battery  of  artillery  was  moving  up  the  pike,  but 
it  was  wide  enough  for  us  to  mo\  e  abreast.  Ten  miles  from 
Richmond,  the  infantry  advance  encountered  the  Confederates  ;  a 
brisk  skirmish  ensued.  The  batter\'  came  up  on  a  gallop,  and 
went  into  position.  \\*e  turned  to  the  left  and  through  the  fields, 
and  struck  tlie  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad  at  Chester- 
field Station,  wliicli  we  burned ;  continued  on  to  Chesterfield 
Court  House,  arriving  there  at  5  p.  m.  The  court  house  stood 
in  the  open  country,  and  it  v.as  an  old  looking  place.  We  con- 
tinued our  marcli  by  cross-roads  through  woods,  and  at  2  p.  m. 
on  the  13th.  can:e  to  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  at 
Coalfield  Station.  13  miles  west  of  Richmond.  We  tore  tip  the 
track  and  burned  the  depot  in  which  was  stored  a  large  quantity 
of  apple  brandy,  which  inade  a  bright  blaze. 

The  marcl:  was  restimed  next  morning  at  daylight,  keeping 
on  the  nonh  side  oi  the  railroad,  reaching  Powhattan  Station 
at  9  A.  M.,  where  a  good  stipply  of  bacon  and  forage  was  found. 
After  dinner,  the  station  and  fifteen  cars,  loaded  with  forage, 
were  destroyed.  At  Mattox  Bridge,  the  enemy  was  in  a  fortified 
position  on  the  opposite  bank,  conunanding  all  approaches  from, 
otir  side.  Leaving  the  advance  regiment  (Fifth  Pennsylvania)  to 
keep  up  a  front  against  the  bridge,  and  to  bring  up  the  rear,  the 
column,  moved  down  the  river  to  Good's  Bridge,  where  it  was 
delayed  in  tlie  rain  to  repair  a  span  of  the  bridge  which  had  been 
cut  by  some  of  tr.e  country  people.  Major  Stratton.  whose  en- 
gineering skill  always  came  into  play  in  such  emergencies,  super- 
intended the  work,  which  was  finished  in  three  hotirs.  After  dark 
the  crossing  was  commenced  :  large  tires  were  built  at  each  end 
to  furnish  light.  After  a  long  ride  in  the  dark,  the  column 
neared  Chula  Station,  and  rested  in  the  woods,  being  ordered  to 
keep  quiet  and  not  strike  a  light.  A  small  party  was  sent  to  the 
railroad  to  tear  up  tliC  track.  Soon  an  engine  with  a  Confederate 
lieutenant  aboard,  came  down  to  reconnoitre.  Tliey  ran  off  the 
track  and  were  captured.  Immense  piles  of  VvC>od  at  the  station, 
together  with  the  engine,  were  burned  next  morning.     Tlie  rail- 
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road  was  then  crossed,  and  advance  made  as  far  as  Flat  Creek 
Bridge,  where  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued.  A  number  of  men  from 
Company  A  were  engaged.  Lieutenant  Shriver,  who  com- 
manded the  party,  w^as  killed.  The  captured  locomotive  was  one 
of  three  which  had  brought  as  many  train  loads  of  troops  to 
the  defence  of  the  Mattox  and  Flat  Creek  Bridges. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  General  Kautz  sent  Col- 
onel Spear  w'ith  detachments  of  the  Eleventh  and  Third  New 
York  to  make  a  demonstration  against  the  Flat  Creek  Bridge, 
while  the  rest  of  the  command  was  engaged  in  destroying  the 
railroad  property  at  the  station.  General  Kautz  says :  "On  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  I  dispatched  Colonel  Spear  to  see  what 
could  be  done  to  destroy  the  Flat  Creek  Bridge.  He  did  not 
seem  to  have  comprehended  my  desires  in  the  matter,  and  made 
a  fight  to  get  at  the  bridge,  losing  more  men  than  the  capture 
of  the  bridge  would  justify.  I  hoped  to  find  the  bridge  more 
assailable  than  it  proved.  The  colonel  on  this  occasion,  as  well 
as  on  many  others,  showed  that  his  judgment  was  not  on  a  par 
with  his  bravery."  Colonel  Spear  attacked  a  strongly  fortified 
enemy,  out  of  range  of  our  carbineers.  While  the  fight  was 
going  on,  Colonel  Spear  received  orders  to  withdraw  which  were 
promptly  obeyed.  The  loss  of  the  Eleventh  was  one  ofticer  and 
four  enlisted  men,  all  of  whom  were  left  unburied  on  the  field. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Spear's  detachment  joined  the  command, 
General  Kautz  set  out  for  Southside  Railroad,  going  by  way  of 
Bevill's  Bridge.  When  four  miles  beyond  the  bridge,  Colonel 
Spear  was  sent  to  Wilson's  Station  to  destroy  the  station  and 
public  property.  While  there,  Colonel  Spear  received  a  message 
from  General  Kautz  bidding  him  report  to  Black  and  White 
Station,  where  the  First  Brigade  had  gone.  General  Kautz  says: 
"We  captured  a  good  supply  of  forage  and  provisions,  and  a 
train  of  freight  cars.  After  the  usual  routine  of  burning  station 
and  other  railroad  property,  we  moved  south  about  five  miles, 
and  being  overtaken  b}'  a  heav}'  rain,  the  command  went  into 
camp  for  the  remainder  of  tlie  night.  At  7  a.  yi.  the  march  was 
resumed  towards  Lawrencevllle,  over  a  muddy  road,  which  was 
reached  after  a  hard  march  of  35  miles.  Here  some  rations  were 
captured  and  issued  to  the  command  ;  a  lot  of  Confederate  wood 
and  cotton  was  destroyed.  Next  morning,  the  command  moved 
in  the  direction  of  BellfiekL  on  the  Welden  Railroad,  at  which 
place  the  Hicksford  Bridge  spans  the  Mohcrrin  River.  General 
Kautz  sa)s :  "The  destruction  of  this  bridge  would  have  been 
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very  dcsiraMc,  but  the  information  I  was  able  to  get  indicated 
that  it  was  ver}'  strongly  guarded  by  a  Confederate  regiment  and 
a  battalion  of  Zouaves,  in  two  redoubts,  eaoh  having  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  an  infinite  reinforcement  of  local  troops.  Our 
supply  of  ammunition,  owing  to  the  recent  rains,  had  become 
very  much  reduced,  so  that  we  were  in  no  condition  to  make  a 
good  defence,  much  less  an  attack  on  a  fortified  position.  On 
the  morning  of  the  i6th,  we  marched  to  Bellfield  as  if  that  point 
was  our  destination.  The  enemy's  local  troops  were  very  active 
in  watching  our  movements,  so  we  halted  to  give  the  impression 
that  we  had  in  view  an  attack  upon  that  point.  When  we  were 
a  few  miles  from  Bellfield.  I  directed  the' marcli  towards  Jarrett's 
Station,  where  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  the  water  tank 
replaced  and  a  train  of  cars  crossing  the  Xottoway  wdiere  only 
eight  days  before  we  had  burned  the  bridge,  making  evident  how 
short  had  been  the  delay  caused  by  our  work  of  destruction. 
But  other  evidences  were  furnished  that  we  had  verv  seriouslv 
annoyed  and  delayed  the  enemy.  The  roads  show'ed  that  both 
during  and  since  the  recent  rain  many  troop?  and  much  material 
had  passed  over  the  breach  made  in  the  track.  The  broken 
wagons  and  scattered  materials  were  proof  tliat  the  roads  had 
been  rendered  well  nigh  impassible  by  the  number  of  wagons 
that  had  passed  over  them  during  the  week.  We  learned  that 
General  Beauregard's  reinforcements  had  been  greatly  delayed 
in  their  trip  northward." 

After  destroying  the  repairs  the  Confederates  had  made,  the 
columns  marched  to  Freeman's  Bridge,  where  the  enemy,  en- 
gaged in  destroying  the  bridge,  was  driven  back  by  the  First 
District  of  Columbia  which  had  the  advance.  The  bridge  had  to 
be  reconstructed,  and  ncarl\  the  entire  night  was  occupied  at  the 
work,  which  was  done  by  the  First  Brigade.  After  breakfast 
on  the  17th,  march  was  resumed  for  City  Point,  by  way  of 
Jerusalem  and  Baxter  Roads.  The  rear  guard  (Company  A  of 
the  Eleventh)  was  annoyed  by  small  bands  of  Confederates  who 
followed  to  pick  up  stragglers  from  the  command.  The 
Eleventh  arrived  at  City  Point  about  8  p.  :j..  tired  out  by  in-  I 

cessant  marching,  for  an  average  of  40  miles  per  day  had  been  , 

made  except  on  the  8th,  wliich  was  spent  in  fighting  and  destroy- 
ing government  railroad  property. 

On  this,  as  on  the  previous  raids,  large  numbers  of  colored 
people  of  all  ages  followed  the  troops  to  City  Point  and  to  free- 
dom.    Some  were  on  foot,  some  were  mounted  on  old  horses 
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aiivl  niiilcs ;  some  rode  in  every  sort  of  vehicle  from  a  cart  to  a 
family  carriage,  hauled  by  steers  and  cows,  horses  and  mules, 
hitched  up  in  every  conceivable  manner — a  conglomerate  lot. 
It  was  remarkable  how  those  on  foot  kept  up  with  the  long 
march,  but  most  of  them  did — the  gift  of  perseverance. 

The  loss  of  the  Eleventh  on  these  two  expeditions  was  one 
otTicer  and  six  privates  killed ;  one  oflicer,  one  sergeant,  and 
twelve  privates  wounded ;  also  one  private  missing.  General 
Kautz  compliments  the  men  under  him  in  the  strongest  manner, 
saying:  "The  fighting  qualities  of  the  men  I  have  never  seen 
excelled,  and  in  this  I  congratulate  the  whole  command  without 
distinction."  . 

The  stay  at  City  Point  was  short.  On  the  2ist,  the  com- 
mand was  ferried  across  the  Appomattox  to  Bermuda  Hundred. 
On  the  26th,  orders  were  received  to  march  on  foot  with  three 
days'  rations.  The  whole  division  fell  in  just  after  dark  and  the 
march  was  begun.  Rain  began  to  fall,  and  through  mud  ankle- 
deep  we  plodded  along  for  live  miles.  We  halted  in  an  old  corn- 
field and  bivouaced  for  the  night — that  is,  we  lay  down  between 
the  corn  rows  in  the  mud  and  water.  In  the  morning  we  found 
ourselves  near  the  breastworks  between  the  Appomattox  and 
James  Rivers.  The  spires  of  the  churches  of  Petersburg  were  in 
sight.  We  made  our  camp  close  to  the  breastworks  among  the 
stumps  of  what  had  once  been  a  thicket  of  jack  oaks.  The  men 
were  employed  in  filling  bags  of  sand  to  lay  on  top  of  the  breast- 
works. 

On  the  28th,  the  Eighteenth  Corps  left  the  line  to  march 
to  Grant's  assistance  at  Cold  Plarbor.  Soon  there  was  a  report 
that  we  were  to  be  attacked,  and  we  were  quietly  aroused  at  3 
A.  SI.  to  be  at  the  breastwork  until  morning.  Papers  from  Rich- 
mond were  frequently  obtained  the  day  on  which  they  were 
printed.  Our  pickets  had  a  place  in  the  woods  where  they  met 
the  Confederates  to  trade  coffee  for  tobacco  and  papers. 

On  the  30th,  horses  were  brought  and  a  horse  camp  was 
established  at  the  rear  of  the  breastworks.  On  the  3d  of  June, 
nuiskets  for  temporary  use  were  issued  to  the  Eleventh,  which 
were  regarded  more  as  badges  of  humiliation  than  weapons  of 
defence ;  the  entire  outfit,  from  commanding  officer  to  private, 
Nvould  not  bear  inspection.  There  was  considerable  artillery 
firing  along  the  line  occupied  by  the  cavalry  division,  and  several 
times  (luring  the  night  a  magnificent  display  of  fireworks,  as 
shells    trailed    their    fierv    wav    through    the    air,    whizzing    and 
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screaming  and  exploding,  with  the  only  result  an  aerial  display. 
About  this  time  the  Catling  gun  was  given  an  introduction,  but, 
being  received  with  disfavor  by  artillery  officers,  both  regular 
and  volunteer,  was  soon  relegated  to  the  rear. 

General  Butler  had  planned  to  send  General  Smith  with  a 
force  of  1 1, GOO  men,  on  the  27th  of  May,  against  Petersburg,  but 
an  order  from  Grant,  directing  that  Smith's  command  be  sent 
to  reinforce  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  about  to  engage  Lee  at 
Cold  Harbor,  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  his  design,  and  he 
was  unable  to  send  another  expedition  to  capture  Petersburg 
until  the  9th  of  June.  EA'idently  it  w^as  Butler's  plan  to  send 
General  Hicks  with  3,500  men  from  his  colored  division  of  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  to  attack  the  defences  of  the  city  on  the  Jordan 
Point  and  City  Point  Roads,  while  General  Kautz  with  1,200  or 
1,400  men  of  his  division  should  make  a  detour  to  the  Jerusalem 
Plank  Road  to  attack  the  defences  of  the  city  from  the  south. 
But  General  Gillmore,  much  against  General  Butler's  better 
judgment,  obtained  command  of  the  infantry  part  of  the  expedi- 
tion, General  Kautz's  command  being  an  Independent  affair. 

The  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  the  former  in  advance,  set 
out  for  their  respective  positions  at  10.30  r.  m.  on  the  8th,  by 
way  of  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Appomattox  at  Point  of 
Rocks.  A  series  of  blunders  attended  the  starting  of  the  expedi- 
tion. Colonel  Hawdey,who  led  the  advance  of  the  infantry  column, 
was  unacquainted  with  the  country,  and  his  guides  seemed  to  be 
no  better,  so  that  the  colonel  lost  his  way,  became  entangled  in 
a  swamp  where  the  mud  was  nearly  knee-deep,  and  did  not 
reach  the  point  which  should  have  been  reached  at  midnight 
until  3.40  A.  ^L,  depriving  the  men  of  three  hours'  rest  as  con- 
templated by  General  Butler,  sending  them  upon  their  day's 
work  fagged  out. 

Major  W'etherlU  has  given  a  magnificent  account  of  this  ex- 
pedition, that  we  extract  from  his  notes.  His  detailed  story  here 
and  there  may  cross  what  has  been  said: 

'"'May  nth.  Crossed  the  Appomattox  River  this  morning, 
going  to  the  front. 

''May  1 2th.  Our  forces  moved  out  this  morning  to  give  us 
a  chance  to  get  beyond  the  enemy's  lines. 

"By  throwing  our  line  forward  the  enemy  supposed  our  in- 
tention was  to  flank  tlicni,  and  threw  their  eleventh  line  back. 
We  reached  Chester  Station  unharmed,  and  pushed  on  for 
Chesterfield  Court  House.     At  this  place  we  broke  jail  and  re- 
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leased  those  who  had  been  imprisoned  tor  refusin*:;-  to  join  the 
Confederate  ranks ;  the  criminals  we  did  not  disturl).  It  was  a 
pleasant  sight  to  sec  the  Southern  Union  men,  whose  loyalty  was 
unshaken,  whose  fidelity  had  been  proved.  We  took  the  road 
to  Good's  Bridge,  but  turned  off  to  the  right,  taking  a  wood- 
land road,  which  brought  us  to  Coalfield  Station,  three  miles 
west  of  Richmond.  We  gossiped  awhile  with  the  operator  at 
Richmond.  While  there  Spear  got  ready  to  fire  the  coal  mines 
and  reported  to  General  Kautz.  The  general  approved  at  first, 
but  when  I  said:  'General,  when  the  fire  is  once  started  it  can 
never  be  extinguished.  Why  should  future  generations  suffer 
for  the  errors  of  this?'  General  Kautz  at  once  ordered  guards  to 
be  placed  over  the  pit,  holding  Colonel  Spear  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  Richmond  coal  basin.     Thus  the  coal  field  was  saved. 

"May  13th.  Started  at  4  a.  m.  for  Powhattan  Station. 
Plenty  of  forage  and  rations  were  found.  After  destroying  the 
telegraph,  we  pushed  rapidly  on  to  High  Bridge  at  Mattax. 
The  enemy  with  artillery  were  in  considerable  force.  One  com- 
pany of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  was  sent  forward  and  deployed 
as  skirmishers.  General  Kautz  said :  'That  place  cannot  be 
taken  without  great  loss  of  life,  and  should  I  succeed,  it  cannot 
be  destroyed  by  fire.  I  have  no  tools  to  take  it  down.'  W^e  then 
pushed  for  Good's  Bridge  and  found  the  centre  section  had  been 
destroyed.  In  three  hours  we  rebuilt  it.  W^e  pushed  on  to 
Chula  Station,  four  miles  below  the  iron  bridge,  and  then  learned 
that  three  train  loads  of  troops  had  passed  and  had  reinforced  the 
troops  at  Iron  Bridge.  The  wires  were  cut.  the  tracks  torn  up, 
and  we  rested.  A  locomotive  w^as  reported  coming  down  the 
track.  The  track  was  cut.  When  the  engine  reached  the  place 
the  track  spread ;  the  engine  and  fireman  were  captured,  the  en- 
giner  and  officer  escaped.  Here  was  demonstrated  the  value  of 
volunteer  troops.  In  every  instance,  volunteers  to  make 
bridges,  or  to  do  other  mechanical  work,  brought  out  ex- 
perienced mechanics.  When  men  were  wanted  to  ruin  the 
locomotive,  thirty  or  forty  engineers  sprang  to  the  front,  emptied 
the  water,  filled  the  fire  box  with  wood,  covered  it  with  old  rails, 
fired  it ;  half  an  hour,  and  there  was  not  an  inch  of  cast  iron 
work  that  had  not  been  heated  red-hot  and  expanded  beyond 
repair. 

"May  14th.  Colonel  Spear,  with  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry:  Major  Jacobs,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  were  ordered 
to  make  a  demonstration  on  Flat  Creek  Bridge.     Spear  opened 
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the  fight  by  ordering-  Lieutenant  Shrivcr  to  charge  the  bridge, 
who  led  splendidly,  but  was  killed  at  the  first  volley.  The 
enemy  wa^  so  well  posted,  covering  the  bridge,  that  our  boys 
were  compelled  to  fall  back.  Major  Jacobs  opened  on  the  right, 
but  as  the  affair  looked  serious,  General  Kautz  ordered  the  burn- 
ing of  the  bridge  and  retreat  of  our  forces.  Our  column  got 
mixed  up  with  animals  and  ambulances,  and,  when  in  order, 
struck  for  Deep  Creek.  Our  loss  was  two  officers  and  33  men, 
killed,  wotmded,  and  missing. 

*'\Ve  learned  that  5,000  Confederate  troops  had  been  sent  to 
intercept  us  at  Beverly  Bridge,  three  or  four  miles  below,  on  the 
Appomattox.  The  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  ordered  to 
advance  towards  Beverly,  while  the  rest  of  the  division  pushed 
on  for  Wellville,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  Later,  the  Fifth 
joined  the  division,  and  we  out-gcneraled  the  enemy.  On  ar- 
riving at  Wellville,  while  the  rest  of  the  division  destroved  the 
depot,  etc.,  as  soon  as  we  heard  from  Spear's  brigade  we  pushed 
on  to  Blacks  and  Whites,  on  the  Danville  Road.  Here  we  found 
a  large  supply  of  commissary  stores.  We  replenished  our  own 
stock,  burned  the  rest.  Here  many  thousand  poimds  of  bacon, 
hundreds  of  barrels  of  flour,  and  storehouses  were  destroyed  by 
fire. 

"May  15th  (Sunday).  Our  start  was  later  than  usual, 
having  no  guide.  We  traveled,  using  captured  county  maps  and 
compass,  and  reached  Lawrenceville  at  4.30  p.  m.  The  Confed- 
erate picket  was  driven  in  by  a  company  of  the  Eleventh  led  by 
Lieutenant  Monroe. 

•;  ''May  i6th.  Destroyed  a  depot  of  supplies  and  pushed  on 
for  Bellfiold.  Here  we  discovered  the  cnem}-  was  in  force,  and 
learning  that  the  Third  New  York  and  District  of  Columbia  were 
nearly  out  of  amnumition  we  reluctantly  turned  off  towards 
Jarrett's  Station,  leaving  the  enemy  on  our  right  flank,  about  a 
mile  away.  The  track  had  been  relaid  which  we  had  destroyed. 
The  command  was  divided,  Spear's  brigade  to  attack  the  Notto- 
way Bridge  by  the  railroad,  while  tlie  rest  moved  by  the  road. 
The  men  and  horses  being  worn  out  from  twelve  days  of  in- 
cessant marching — 650  miles — and  hard  work,  tearing  up  tracks, 
destroying  bridges  and  depots,  little  rest  or  food,  it  was  neces- 
sarv  to  get  back  to  Citv  Foint  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
saving  anmiunition  for  coming  struggles.  So,  we  pushed  rapidly 
for  Freeman's  Bridge  on  the  Nottoway.  We  reached  it  at  mid- 
night, just  in  time  to  save  it ;  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  enemy  were 
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destroying'  the  bridge  to  cut  us  off.  After  a  sharp  skirmish  they 
retreated,  and  we  conunenced  the  repairing  of  the  bridge.  A 
section  of  fori}'  feet  had  to  be  put  in. 

*'May  i6th.  We  arrived  at  Johnson  Fork,  near  Belchers. 
The  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  destro}-ed  the  mill  and  t,ooo 
barrels  of  flour  stored  there.  We  pushed  up  the  Jerusalem  Plank 
Road,  dispersed  one  company  of  Confederate  cavalry,  and  took 
the  road  to  the  right  for  City  Point.  When  we  reached  the 
Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  workmen  were  rebuilding  the 
bridge  destroyed  on  our  other  raid.  We  upset  all  their  work, 
broke  up  cars,  brought  along  60  negroes  who  were  working 
there,  and  reached  City  Point  at  nightfall." 

This  is  the  story  of  Kautz's  second  raid : 

"May  19th.  Heavy  firing  was  heard  on  the  right  towards 
Drewrey's  Bluff,  and  we  learned  that  General  Becknian  had  been 
captured.  He  was  on  the  left,  in  an  intense  fog,  with  the  fighting 
Ninth  New  Jersey.  The  enemy,  knowing  the  ground,  sur- 
rounded them,  and  demanded  a  surrender,  which  was  answered 
by  a  volley.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  fought  like  tigers  and  most 
of  them  got  out,  but  were  much  cut  up.  Heckman  was  captured  ; 
Wheeler,  of  his  staff,  killed ;  Emerson  wounded.  As  soon  as  it 
was  known  that  Heckman  was  captured,  Colonel  Pickett  rallied 
his  brigade  and  came  out  of  the  trap  with  a  bayonet  charge. 

'*May  22(1.  Off  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  About  11  p.  m.  last 
night,  the  enemy  massed  their  forces  on  our  left  centre  to  break 
our  lines.  The  pickets  fell  slowly  back,  drawing  the  enemy 
v/ithin  range  of  our  artillery,  and  threw  themselves  on  the  ground. 
The  artillery  opened  upon  them  with  grape  and  canister.  In 
the  morning,  by  tlag  of  truce,  the  dead  were  buried.  The  gun- 
boats kept  up  their  attack  on  Drjwrey's  Bluff,  and  our  division 
encamped  on  the  Appomattox. 

*'^Iay  30th.  On  Gillmore's  front  the  pickets  were  within 
3(X>  yards  of  each  other,  and  as  daylight  comes  they  hail:  'Good- 
morning,  Yank!'  *How  are  you,  Johnny?'  'No  shooting  to- 
day?' 'All  right!'  Papers  were  frequently  exchanged  for  tobacco. 
Billingsgate  at  times  re-opens  the  fire,  then  all  \\'0uld  seek  their 
lioles.     Hinks  opens  his  attack  on  Fort  Clifton. 

"Captain  Reisinger  made  a  foot  reconnaisance  on  the  morn- 
ing of  June'ist,  nearly  to  Petersburg  Plank  Road,  and  reported 
no  troops  in  our  innnediate  front.  Their  return  had  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  battery  at  the  mill  in  front  of  our  position,  and  threw 
a  few  solid  shot  into  our  camp.     This  brought  the  general  and 
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his  staff  out  to  see  what  was  the  trouble,  when  Dr.  Haney,  P'ifth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  rushed  in,  half  clad,  with  one  boot  on. 
When  asked  what  was  the  matter,  he  e.xcitedly  said:  'Why 
doesn't  the  commanding  general  issue  some  orders?  They  ane 
throwing  shot  tlirough  my  ambulance.'  General  Kautz  looked 
comically  at  liim,  the  staff  laughed,  and  the  doctor  left. 

"Dr,   Rivers,  division   chief,   received   the   following   poetic 
request: 

"  'Not  for  the  skill  that  guides  the  knife 
Along  the  shrinking  nerves, 
And  just  evades  the  springs  of  life, 
With  hand  that  never  swerves ; 

•      "  *'Not  for  the  scientific  art 

That  finished  culture  shows, 
To  warm  the  faintly  flutt'ring  heart 
Whose  life-blood  freely  flows ; 
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Not  for  the  strangely-mingled  draught 

Of  drugs  from  foreign  land, 
Compounded  with  the  subtle  craft 

That  speaks  of  practiced  hands ; 

"  'But  merely  for  the  simple  juice 
That  emanates  from  rye, 
A  fluid  whose  peculiar  use 
I  feel  inclined  to  try. 

_      "  *A  single  bottle  would  sufifice 
For  all  my  modest  need, 
And  you,  by  sending  some  that's  nice, 
Would  prove  a  friend,  indeed.' 

"The  wish  was  met. 

''On  June  2d,  a  fierce  artillery  duel  took  place  in  front  of 
Terry's  command.  An  infantry  attack  followed  which  drove  in 
our  pickets.  Two  companies  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  were 
driven  in  without  loss.  Two  companies  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia Cavalry,  with  their  Henry  volcanic  rifles,  repulsed  the  enemy, 
killing  the  colonel  of  the  Twenty-seventh  South  Carolina.  In 
the  afternoon,  the  Third  New  Hampshire  recovered  the  ritle 
pits." 
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Concerning  his  part  of  tlie  expedition,  General  Kautz  sa\s: 
"The  route  of  the  cavalry  lay  across  the  country  through  narrow 
roads,  very  circuitous,  so  that  the  distance  proved  much  longer 
than  was  expected,  and  instead  of  reaching  our  destination  at  9 
A.  M.,  it  was  II  o'clock  before  we  confronted  the  enemy's  en- 
trenchments on  the  Jerusalem  Plank  Road.  We  were  also  de- 
tained at  many  points  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  but  capturing  some 
pickets,  we  learned  that  there  were  no  regular  forces  holding 
the  entrenchments  in  our  front.''  When  the  advance  under 
Colonel  Spear  arrived  at  the  above-mentioned  entrenchments,  he 
ordered  the  leading  squadron  of  the  Eleventh  to  charge  with 
drawn  sabres,  but  was  repulsed.  The  colonel  was  about  to  hurt 
the  second  squadron  against  the  works  when  General  Kautz  ar- 
rived and  prevented  the  charge.  Tlie  general  says  of  the  affair: 
"He  (Colonel  Spear)  had  sent  one  charge,  and  it  had  gone  down 
under  the  concentrated  fire,  and  was  driven  back  with  heavy  loss. 
Such  a  disposition  would  have  enabled  the  small  force  behind  the 
entrenchments  to  repulse  the  entire  command.  I  at  once  formed 
the  wdiole  force  into  line,  the  centre  battalion  being  dismounted 
as  skirmishers,  and  a  mounted  battalion  on  each  flank.  At  the 
command  'Forward  !*  they  went  over  everything  without  halting, 
capturing  all  that  remained,  about  40  uninjured  prisoners  and  one 
field  piece.  A  force  of  about  200  local  troops  had  been  charged 
w'ith  the  defence  of  that  portion  of  the  line  which  we  had  carried,, 
all  of  whom  had  been  killed  or  captured." 

The  carbineers  on  the  right  thanked  the  Confederates,  and 
tliey  ran,  leaving  their  two  guns  in  our  hands.  Sergeant  Mal- 
colm, of  Company  A,  was  the  first  to  reach  the  guns.  Puttings 
his  hand  on  one  of  them,  he  exclaimed  "They  are  ours !"  and 
rushed  on  after  the  retreating  enemy.  On  his  return,  he  found  a 
lieutenant  astride  one  oi  the  guns,  and  loudly  claiming  their 
capture.  He  seemed  to  fear  some  one  would  deprive  him  of  the 
honor  of  their  capture,  and  it  took  some  peremptory  orders  ta 
overcome  his  excitement,  and  cause  hini  to  reform  his  battalion. 

General  Kautz  had  done  his  work  well,  and  had  General 
Gillmore  done  likewise,  Petersburg  would  have  been  invaded 
long  enough  to  destroy  the  bridge  across  the  Appomattox  and 
to  have  allowed  General  Kautz  the  track  of  the  Southside  and 
Weldon  Railroad  for  a  considerable  distance.  But  when  General 
Gillmore  came  within  sight  of  the  enemy's  lines,  he  saw  lions  in 
the  way,  not  going  far  enough  to  sec  if  they  were  chained.  The 
Confederate  forces  holding  the  defences  of  Petersburg  south  of 
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the  Appomattox,  a  distance  of  six  or  eight  miles,  were  not  more 
than  600  Confederate  soldiers,  900  reserves  and  militia.  General 
JUitlcr  was  deeply  disappointed  over  the  failure  of  General  Gill- 
niore  to  carry  out  his  part  of  the  work,  and  a  bitter  correspond- 
^  'cnce  followed  between  the  two  generals,  which  resulted  in  General 
'Gillmore  being  relieved  of  his  command  on  the  17th. 

The  loss  of  the  cavalry  division,  according  to  official  reports, 
was  four  killed,  twenty-six  wounded,  and  six  missing.  The  Con- 
federates lost  heavily  of  those  making  the  defence,  and  General 
Kautz  is  doubtless  correct  in  savins:  that  all  the  enemv's  force 
defending  the  part  of  the  line  which  his  men  carried  were  either 
killed  or  captured.  Ivlany  words  of  praise  were  heard  among 
"the  men  of  the  Eleventh  for  the  old  men  and  boys  who  died  in 
'defence  of  their  city. 

General  Butler  was  determined,  if  possible,  to  destroy  the 
"bridges  at  Petersburg,  and  on  the  loth,  called  for  volunteers  to 
make  the  attempt.  Sergeant  Robert  P.  ^vIcRae  and  Private  Chas. 
F.  Hopkins,  from  Company  M,  of  the  Eleventh,  responded. 
They  were  supplied  with  combustibles  and  started  on  their 
■perilous  expedition  that  same  day,  but  on  the  day  following  were 
captured  and  spent  nearly  two  months  in  Andersonville  and  other 
prisons.  ..On  the  14th,  horses  enough  to  refit  the  cavalry  di- 
vision were  taken  from  the  two  regiments  of  colored  cavalry,  the 
Eleventh  receiving  about  300  as  its  share.  General  Butler  still 
<lung  to  his  purpose  to  capture  Petersburg,  and  another  oppor- 
tunity soon  presented  itself. 

i  ...  After  tlie  battle  of  CoM  Harbor,  General  Grant  decided  to 
"transfer  his  army  to  the  south  side  of  the  James  River  and  attack 
Richmond  from  the  rear,  necessitating  the  capture  of  Petersburg. 
"The  Eighteenth  Corps  was  returned  to  Butler's  lines,  arriving  on 
the  night  of  the  14th,  and  on  the  following  day  General  Smith 
with  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  accompanied  by  General  Kautz,  with 
'his  division,  was  sent  to  carry  out  what  General  Gillmore  had 
failed  to  do.  This  time  General  Smith  was  to  attack  the  enemy's 
•entire  entrenchments  from  the  cast,  while  General  Kautz  should 
approach  them  from  the  soutlieast.  In  the  proposed  movement 
"it  was  not  expected  that  the  cavalry  would  find  any  undefended 
point  where  it  would  be  able  t<)  enter,  and  was,  therefore,  only 
required  to  make  a  pretence  to  enter,  that  as  many  troops  as 
possible  might  be  drawn  from  the  real  point  selected  for  Smith's 
assault.  The  cavalry  division,  accompanied  by  a  section  of  the 
Fourth   Battery,  crossed  the  A[)pomattox  and  at  5  a.   m.  next 


CAVALRY    EXPEDITIONS.       PETERSBURG.  I23 

niorninf;!^  the  march  toward  Petersburg  was  continued  with  the 
Second  Brigade  in  the  advance.  After  an  hour's  march,  the 
advance  met  tlie  Confederate  pickets,  wlio  were  driven  to  their 
outworks  which  were  strongly  located  beyond  a  swamp,  dc-. 
fended  b}-  a  force  of  infantry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery.  Here 
the  dismounted  men  of  the  brigade,  principally  those  of  the  P'irst 
and  Fourth,  had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  who  used  their 
artillery  freely,  but  did  no  damage.  General  Hinks,  with  his 
division,  soon  came  up  and  relieved  Colonel  Spear,  who  with- 
drew and  resumed  his  place  in  the  colun]n,  which  then  marched  to 
the  southeast  to  within  sight  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  cross- 
ing the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad.  The  works  at  this, 
point  were  very  strong;  the  commanding  points  were  occupied 
by  redoubts  upon  which  permanent  guns  were  mounted.  The 
redoubts  were  connected  by  heavy  breastworks  manned  by  a  force 
of  infantry  strong  enough  to  stand  off  the  cavalry  division. 
General  Kautz  says :  ''There  was  nothing  to  do  except  to  send 
forward  the  dismounted  men,  and  make  the  best  show  possible 
in  lieu  of  an  actual  attack.  ...  It  was  an  extensive  field  over 
which  we  had  to  advance,  furnishing  no  shelter  after  we  left  the 
timber,  commanded  by  the  guns  of  five  redoubts,  and  two  more 
\vere  added  as  we  approached."  The  line  of  skirmishers,  about 
one  and  one-half  miles  in  length,  moved  to  within  500  yards  of 
the  intrenchments,  and  so  far  as  the  Eleventh  was  concerned, 
gained  a  fairly  good  shelter  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill,  from  which 
they  kept  up  a  desultory  tire  without  much  damage  to  themselves. 
The  enemy  used  artillery  freely  during  the  afternoon,  but  being 
poorly  directed,  little  damage  was  done.  Lieutenant  Lancaster 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell,  the  only  casualty  sus- 
tained by  the  regiment  during  the  day. 

The  hours  of  the  afternoon  dragged  wearily  away  for  the 
exhausted  men  of  the  division  who  had  had  no  sleep  the  previous 
night,  and  had  been  marching  and  skirmishing  since  5  a.  m.  that 
morning — so  fatigued  were  they  that  many  slept  under  the 
enemy's  fire.  No  sound  of  battle  came  from  the  direction  where 
Smith  was  expected  to  make  the  attack.  The  enemy  appeared 
to  be  receiving  reinforcements,  and  gave  evidence  of  moving  out 
to  make  an  attack  as  the  fire  of  the  Union  forces  slackened  on 
account  of  their  anununition  running  low.  General  Kaulz.  deem- 
ing this  evidence  that  Smith  had  retired,  and  that  there  was  no 
longer  any  need  of  his  presence  on  the  field,  between  five  and  six 
o'clock,   gave   the   order   to   retire,   which    was   done   in   a   very 
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leisurely  manner.  About  7  r.  m.,  while  the  cavalry  division  was 
moving  off,  General  Smith  made  the  attack,  carried  the  entrench- 
ments in  his  front,  capturing-  300  prisr)ners  and  16  cannon. 

Why  General  Smith  tarried  so  long'  has  never  been  satis- 
factorily explained.  The  cavalry  division  had  driven  in  the 
enemy's  advance  picket,  leaving,  at  8  a.  m.,  Smith's  advance, 
under  General  Hinks,  within  two  miles  of  the  enemy's  main,  yet 
it  took  eleven  hours  to  cover  the  remaining  distance,  and  the 
golden  opportunity  to  take  Petersburg  was  thereby  lost.  Smith, 
advised  that  two  of  Hancock's  divisions  were  within  striking 
distance,  sat  down  before  the  w^orks  for  the  night.  The  night 
was  clear  and  the  moon  full.  Smith  rested  until  morning,  after 
the  old,  but  not  commendable,  way  of  1861-62. 

"Smith's  failure  to  follow  tip  his  success  proved  to  be  the 
turning  point  of  the  campaign.  The  delay  was  fatal  to  immediate 
success.  Lee  was  not  convinced,  nor  did  he  know,  that  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  was  over  the  James  until  nearly  all  had  crossed. 
Beauregard,  either  with  more  information,  or  a  better  grasp  of 
probabilities,  on  the  night  of  the  i6th,  took  Hoke's  division, 
which  Lee  sent  to  him,  and  started  off  for  Petersburg.  Before 
morning  there  was  a  different  enemy  to  charge  than  had  been  de- 
feated the  previous  day — the  van  of  Lee's  tried  veterans,  who  did 
not  know  how  formidable  entrenchments  and  batteries  could  be 
lost  when  assailed  by  only  a  strong  skirmish  line.  By  their 
arrival  the  fall  of  Petersburg,  a  few  hours  before  so  imminent. 
had  been  indefinitely  postponed.  All  Grant  said  upon  arriving 
was :    'More  blunders,  gentlemen  ;  more  blunders  !'  " 

Major  Wetherill  was  sent  with  an  order  to  Spear  to  hold  the 
line  at  the  Prince  George  Road  until  relieved  by  Hink's  division. 
He  went  to  the  front  under  a  shower  of  shells.  John  Sheridan. 
Spear's  orderly,  undertook  to  act  as  guide  in  the  search  for  Col- 
onel Spear.  They  advanced  too  far  and  had  to  cross  the  road, 
bringing  them  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  works.  Had  the 
enemy  taken  the  back  sight  it  would  have  been  fatal  for  the  old 
man.  Pie  quickly  sought  the  woods.  A  shell  exploded  near 
him,  pitching  him  upon  his  face.  Colonel  Spear,  who  was  stand- 
ing close  by,  said  to  Namara,  of  the  Third  Now  York: 
"The  old  gray-haired  major  is  blown  to  pieces."  But  the  old 
man's  lease  of  life  had  not  run  out ;  getting  up,  the  orders  were 
delivered. 

A  cavalry  command  was  observed  moving  toward  the  left 
of  our  lines.     Colonel  Mix's  brigade  was  rapidly  sent  to  meet  the 
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reported  movement,  and  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  also  pushed  for- 
ward. A  skirmish  took  place.  The  cavalry  continued  until  the 
Korfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad  was  reached.  Here  fighting 
continued  until  evening.  Receiving  word  from  General  Smith, 
the  command  fell  back,  but  not  until  Colonel  Mix's  Third  New 
York  had  carried  the  rifle  pits.  Mix  was  mortally  wounded.  He 
thought  it  unnecessary  risk  to  be  carried  to  the  rear,  and  told  the 
boys  to  leave  him  to  die.  At  dusk,  Smith's  attack  on  Fort  Sted- 
man  was  heard. 

When  Hancock  relieved  Smith  in  the  morning  and  assaulted, 
he  captured  two  or  three  of  the  outlying  redans,  together  with 
their  connected  works, but  after  desperate  fighting,  and  with  heavy 
loss.  On  the  i6th,  17th,  and  i8th,  unsuccessful  assaults  were 
made  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Eighteenth  Corps  of 
Butler's  army  upon  another  series  of  works  around  Petersburg, 
with  the  loss  of  10.000  men.  All  the  assaults  were  crallantlv  con- 
ducted,  resulting  generally  in  success,  but  only  after  casualties. 
During  the  night  of  the  17th,  Beauregard,  who  had  been  manag- 
ing afYairs  for  the  past  two  days,  determined  to  withdraw  to  an 
interior  and  shorter  line  which  his  engineers  had  laid  out  for  him. 
The  line  was  back  from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  yards ;  ex- 
tended from  the  Appomattox,  first  southeast,  and  then  south,  and 
intersected  the  original  line  at  the  Jerusalem  Plank  Road.  The 
withdrawal  was  accomplished  after  midnight,  and  the  work  of 
entrenchment  was  at  once  begun.  This  was  substantially  the 
line  of  resistance,  extended,  as  new  developments  on  our  part 
required  to  be  met,  during  the  whole  of  the  operations  about 
Petersburg.  If  the  vigorous  assault  had  been  as  persistent  while 
the  enemy's  outer  works  were  crumbling,  as  it  was  when  he  had 
entrenched  himself  within  his  permanent  lines,  his  rout  would 
have  been  complete.  General  Smith  was  relieved  of  his  command 
shortly  after  his  failure  to  capture  Petersburg,  practically  ending 
his  military  career. 

The  cavalry  division  returned  to  Jordan's  Point  Road  and 
bivouaced  for  the  night.  The  next  day  was  spent  in  guarding 
the  left  flank  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  after  which  the  com- 
mand returned  to  its  place  in  the  entrenchments.  The  division 
was  alloued  four  days'  rest,  when  it  was  called  to  put  forth  the 
supreme  effort  of  its  existence. 
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ClIAPTER    IX. 

THE     WILSON     RAID. 

After  the  failure  to  capture  Richmond,  and  the  army  had 
setded  down  to  a  regular  investment  of  the  city,  General  Grant 
considered  it  good  policy  to  send  a  cavalry  expedition  against  the 
railroads  running  southwest  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  to  cut 
off  the  enemy's  supplies  from  that  direction.  General  Wilson 
was  therefore  ordered  to  take  his  division  of  the  cavalry  corps, 
and  Kautz's  division,  and  proceed  to  the  destruction  of  the  rail- 
roads. On  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  General  Kautz  with  his 
command  reported  to  Wilson  at  Mount  Sinai  Ghurch.  six  miles 
southeast  of  Petersburg.  General  Wilson's  instructions  v.ere 
that  he  should  proceed  by  tlie  shortest  route  to  the  intersection 
of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  and  the  Southside  Railroads  ;  to 
do  all  the  damage  possible  to  the  two  roads,  continuing  until 
prevented  by  the  enemy.  Knowing  that  he  was  about  to  start 
on  a  perilous  expedition,  General  W^ilson  desired  to  know  con- 
cerning afTairs  in  his  rear,  so  he  directed  a  letter  to  General 
Meade,  inquiring  whether  the  infantry  was  beyond  the  Weldon 
Railroad,  stating  what  he  expected  to  accomplish,  adding  that 
"circumstances  must,  however,  in  a  great  degree  control  after 
leaving  Burkeville.  If  Sheridan  will  look  after  Hampton,  I  ap- 
prehend no  great  difficu.lty.  and  hope  to  do  the  eneniy  great 
damage." 

General  Humphrey,  ^leade's  Chief  of  Staff,  replied  that  the 
infantry  was  not  across  the  Weldon  Railroad,  but  would  be  the 
next  day,  and  expected  to  take  the  Southside  road  soon  after. 
Wilson  was  assured  Sheridan  would  continue  to  look  after 
Hampton,  as  he  had  been  doing  since  early  in  June.  \\'ith  these 
assurances,  the  two  divisions,  numbering  about  5.300  men  and 
16  pieces  of  artillery,  at  2  r.  yi.  on  the  22d.  set  out  upon  the  rniil. 
General  Kautz's  division  led  the  way — the  Second  Brigade  in 
front,  and  the  Eleventh  in  the  extreme  advance.  The  enem\  "s 
pickets  were  encountered  near  the  Jerusalem  Plank  Road,  and 
were  closely  pursued  to  Ream's  Station,  several  of  them  being 
captured  on  the  way.  General  Kautz's  orders  were  to  move 
directly  to  Southerland's  on  the  Southside  Railroad,  but  the  cap- 
tured pickets  inform.ed  him  that  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee.  with,  two 
126 
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Lris^acks  of  cavalry,  was  encamped  in  the  path  he  was  ordered 
to  take.  Being  unwilhng  to  endanger  the  expedition  at  the  be- 
ginning by  fostering  an  engagement,  General  Kautz  turned  the 
head  of  his  column  down  the  Weldon  road,  as  if  that  was  the- 
object  of  the  raid.  .Vfter  proceeding  down  the  road  some  dis- 
tance, the  column  turned  to  the  right,  passed  through  the  village- 
of  Dinwiddie  Court  House,  through  Five  Forks,  arriving  at  the 
Southside  Railroad  half  way  between  Southerland's  and  Ford's 
Station  without  being  molested. 

The  Third  Division  was  not  so  successful  in  eluding  the 
Confederate  cavalry.  General  Lee  made  an  attack  as  it  passed' 
Ream's  Station,  but  met  with  a  repulse;  a 'second  attack  was- 
made  in  the  afternoon,  but  he  was  again  driven  back.  Doubt- 
less, General  Lee  was  anxious  to  meet  Colonel  Spear,  that  he 
might  even  up  the  old  score  when  he  was  captured  at  South 
Anna.  The  detour  to  the  south  by  the  Dinwiddie  Court  House - 
was  a  decided  success,  since  it  placed  the  only  available  cavalry 
force  of  the  enemy  where  it  could  hinder  very  little  the  work  of 
destroying  the  railroads.  The  Eleventh  arrived  at  Ford's. 
Station  at  5.30  p.  m.  Just  as  the  advance  guard  came  in  sight 
from  the  north,  the  evening  passenger  train  came  in  sight  coming 
from  the  south.  The  station  agent,  taking  in  the  situation,  gave 
the  alarm,  the  engineer  reversed  his  engine,  and  escaped  before 
the  advance  could  prevent  it.  Private  Warner,  who  was  in  the 
advance, .  shot  at  the  agent,  w'ounding  him  in  the  arm.  Afte> 
supper,  locomotive,  cars,  and  seven  or  eight  miles  of  track  were 
destroyed.  Tlie  work  was  done  with  much  zest,  in  sharp  con- 
trast with  that  in  the  trenches,  when  they  were  called  upon  to 
do  the  work  of  infantrymen;  now  they  were  at  the  work  of 
cavalrymen. 

The  weather  was  in  the  most  favorable  condition  for  the- 
destruction  of  the  railroads ;  clear  skies,  a  burning  sun,  and 
several  weeks  of  drought,  had  rendered  all  wood  materials  in- 
tensely burnable.  The  work  of  destruction  was  kept  up  until 
midnight,  when  the  tired  men  were  allowed  a  brief  rest.  At  2 
A.  ^^.,  the  command  moved  for  Burkeville.  The  hours  of  early 
morning  were  pleasant,  when  the  air  was  full  of  dew  and  the  cool 
of  night  was  still  felt :  but  after  sunrise,  the  drought  began  to 
have  an  effect  upon  the  men.  The  heat  was  intense,  while  the 
horses  raised  clouds  of  dust  which  was  stifling.  The  column 
took  the  road  which  runs  parallel  with  tiic  railroad,  arriving  at 
Burkeville  at  3  p.  M.     Little  damage  was  done  on  the  way,  the 
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work    of    destroying    the    track  having  been  left  for   Wilson's 
men. 

At  Nottoway  Court  House,  Colonel  Chapman's  brigade  of 
Wilson's  division  was  attacked  by  Lee's  command,  which  had 
succeeded  in  getting  between  the  two  divisions,  while  Wilson, 
who  had  taken  the  wrong  road,  was  getting  back  again.  The 
fight  lasted  from  i  p.  m  until  dark.  Lee  was  repulsed,  but  fol- 
lowed at  a  safe  distance.  On  the  25th,  Lee  again  made  a  slight 
demonstration  against  Wilson's  division,  but  was  driven  ofT  by 
Colonel  Chapman.  Burkeville  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy  at 
our  approach,  who  concentrated  at  High  Bridge,  the  destruc- 
tion of  which  would  have  been  a  far  greater  loss  than  the  station 
at  Burkeville.  When  General  Kautz's  command  arrived  at 
Burkeville,  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  began.  The  scene 
presented  at  Burkeville  and  Keysville,  after  dark  set  in,  was 
demon-like:  the  burning  track  visible  for  miles,  the  moving 
figures  of  men  carrying  fuel  to  feed  the  flames,  the  iron  rails 
twisted  by  heat  into  strange  attitudes,  were  sights  never  to  be 
forgotten.  The  men  worked  with  spirit  and  cheerfully,  notwith- 
standing their  great  fatigue  after  marching  all  day,  and  getting 
little  sleep  wdien  night  came.  The  work  lasted  far  into  the  night, 
and  the  usual  hour  of  starting  w^as  2  or  3  a.  >r..  so  that  the  com- 
mand might  be  well  on  the  road  by  daylight.  The  Second 
Brigade  destroyed  about  five  miles  of  track  on  the  Lynchburg 
road  above  the  junction,  went  to  bivouac  at  midnight,  and  was 
aroused  at  4  a.  m.  to  finish  the  destruction  of  the  junction,  which 
was  done  in  an  hour. 

Several  vacant  stores  at  Burkeville  were  filled  with  sick  and 
wounded  Confederate  soldiers,  and  a  great  number  were  lying  on 
cots  under  the  shade  of  the  trees.  The  local  physician  in  charge 
of  these  unfortunates  appeared  to  be  taxed  beyond  his  resources. 
The  condition  of  the  sick  and  wounded  was  deplorable,  some 
were  lying  unattended  on  the  floor;  no  screens  to  the  doors  and 
windows ;  the  flies  were  in  swarms  about  those  unable  to  help 
themselves.  Such  is  war  1  The  men  did  all  in  their  power  to 
alleviate  the  condition  of  their  enemies,  but  it  was  little  they 
could  do ;  when  the  morning  came,  several  of  the  poor  fellows 
were  dead. 

Between  5  and  6  a.  m.  on  the  24th,  the  Second  Brigade 
marched  along  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  destroying 
the  road  as  il  proceeded.  This  road  was  evidently  one  of  the 
oldest   in   the   State.     Its   track   consisted  of  wooden   rails   with 
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Strap  iron  spiked  on  them.  Its  destruction  was  an  easy  matter. 
The  severe  heat,  intensified  by  the  burning-  ties,  caused  many 
prostrations  during-  the  day,  and  tlie  dust,  while  on  the  march, 
was  almost  unbearable.  Early  in  tlie  afternoon  tlie  cavalry  di- 
vision w^as  massed  at  Keysville,  and  the  work  of  destruction  was 
continued  until  midnight. 

After  repulsing-  Lee  at  Nottoway  Court  House,  Wilson 
bivouaced  for  the  night,  and  early  next  morning  struck  across 
the  country,  joining  Kautz  near  Keysville.  The  two  divisions 
were  united  for  the  first  time  since  the  morning  of  the  22d. 
During  the  following  day,  Colonel  West's  Brigade  burned  three 
saw  mills,  thereb}'  causing  great  loss  to  the  enemy,  who  de- 
pended upon  them  for  lumber  to  replace  that  which  had  been 
burned.  At  5  p.  m.,  the  head  of  the  column  arrived  at  Roanoke 
Station,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  i 

Staunton  River,  and  where  the  enein\'  was  found  to  be  strongly  ! 

entrenched  across  the  river.     The  destruction  of  the  bridge  was  j 

very  desirable,  but  was,  from  the  first,  a  hopeless  task  w'ith  the  j 

means  at  our  disposal.  A  wide,  cultivated  bottom  on  the  nortli 
side  intervened,  while  the  head  of  the  bridge  was  defended  by 
two  lines  of  rifle  pits.  On  the  south  side  of  the  river  the  bank 
was  high,  commanding  the  plain  on  the  north,  and  the  works 
were  supplied  with  artillery.  The  face  of  the  bluff  was  also  de- 
fended by  rifle  pits. 

General  Wilson  ordered  General  Kautz  to  burn  the  bridge. 
The  usual  number  of  men  of  the  division  were  dismounted,  those 
of  the  First  Brigade  were  deployed  to  the  right,  and  those  of 
the  Second  to  the  left  of  the  railroad.  So  far  as  the  Eleventh 
was  concerned,  the  men  were  poorly  armed,  the  limited  number 
of  carbines,  which  were  inferior  when  received,  had  become 
almost  useless,  and  the  ammunition  for  them  was  defective ;  in 
many  cases  the  cartridges  could  be  pushed  through  the  barrel 
easilv.  Colonel  Spear  ordered  the  men  without  carbines  on  the 
line  with  their  pistols,  which  were  about  as  etftcient.  It  must 
have  been  very  gratifying  to  the  enemy  to  see  the  intended 
charge  upon  their  position. 

At  6  p.  ^r.,  the  advance  was  made,  unopposed  except  by  the 
artillery,  until  Vvithin  short  range  it  was  met  with  a  sharp  fire 
of  musketry  from  the  entrenchments  across  the  river  and  from 
the  bridge,  which  'barred  further  progress.  Our  artillery  opened 
a  heavy  fire  upon  the  bridge,  and  another  attempt  was  made  by  a 
quick  dash  to  carry  it,  but  without  success.  Skirmishing  was 
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kept  u|)  luuil  after  nightfall,  hoping  to  reach  the  bridge  in  the 
darkness,  but  the  work  of  the  past  four  days,  the  extreme 
heat,  the  want  of  sleep,  added  to  the  knowledge  that  they  were 
fighting  an  inaccessible  foe — all  tended  to  diminish  the  zeal  of 
the  men.  The  Second  Brigade  fell  back  after  dark  to  the  sta- 
tion, replenished  its  exhausted  ammunition,  and  returned  to  its 
old  position,  remaining  there  until  Wilson's  division  and  the 
First  Brigade  of  Kautz's  division  had  passed. 

General  Kautz  estimated  his  loss,  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, at  60 ;  of  these  the  Eleventh  lost  Captain  Reynolds  and 
two  men  killed;  !Major  Ackerly  and  several  men  wounded.  Cap- 
tain Reynolds,  who  was  in  full  uniform,  fell  some  distance  in 
advance  of  his  men,  when  our  forward  move  was  checked.  Sev- 
eral attempts  were  made  to  recover  his  body,  but  the  enemy  con- 
centrated their  fire  upon  the  rescuers,  and  drove  them  back. 
P'inally,  Private  Nelson  ]\I.  Ward,  of  Company  ]\I,  imder  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  crawled  forward,  removed  the  captain's  watch, 
ring,  and  other  valuables.  Private  Ward  received  a  medal  of 
honor  for  the  brave  act. 

The  object  of  the  expedition,  in  the  main,  having  been  ac- 
complished, Wilson  decided  to  return  to  Petersburg,  and  began 
the  return  march  about  midnight,  leaving  Kiautz  to  cover  his 
rear.  With  the  exception  of  some  annoyance  to  the  rear  guard, 
the  march  was  uneventful,  but  none  of  those  present  will  ever 
forget  it.  So  much  time  on  the  previous  days  had  been  con- 
sumed in  destroying  the  railroads  that  the  fatigue  fell  largely 
upon  the  men ;  but  now  the  animals  suffered  from  the  extreme  heat 
and  stifling  clouds  of  dust.  A  new  trouble  arose:  the  command 
was  compelled  to  depend  upon  the  country  for  subsistence. 
Wilson's  division,  which  before  had  been  in  the  rear,  was  now 
in  advance,  consuming  all  the  provisions  and  forage  to  be  found 
along  the  route ;  hence,  Kautz's  men  had  to  go  lojig  distances 
for  provisions.  The  animals  began  to  play  out  in  considerable 
numbers.  The  march  was  greatly  retarded  by  the  sick  and 
wounded ;  also,  by  great  mobs  of  contrabands,  who  followed,  de- 
spite the  warning  of  the  commanding  officers.  The  route  taken 
was  through  Wylcrsville  and  Christianville.  Owing  to  delays. 
the  Second  Brigade  did  not  go  into  bivouac  until  2.30  of  the 
morning  of  the  27th.  40  miles  having  been  covered  since  leaving; 
Roanoke  Station.  }^Iarch  was  resumed  at  6.^0  a.  ^r.  The  dav  s 
experience  was  a  repetition  of  the  previous  one.  The  rear 
guard  was  kept  busy  killing  exhausted  horses,  and  the  guard 
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}iad  enouc^^li  to  do  to  urge  on  men  who  had  become  weary  from 
lijss  of  sleep. 

The  country  through  which  we  passed  seemed  deserted, 
'riiere  was  nuthing  animated  to  be  seen  except  our  own  people-. 
The  houses  and  fields  were  without  occupants.  Here  and  there,, 
frenzied  negroes  from  the  woods  and  thickets  would  join  the 
columns  and  insisted  on  going  with  us,  but  the  whole  popula- 
tion seemed  to  have  vanished  from  the  country. 

The  Second  Brigade  reached  Boydton  Plank  Road  about 
10.30  p.  M.,  and  bivouaced  for  the  night.  A  refreshing  rain  was 
falling — much  welcomed.  This  was  the  only  full  night's  rest 
during  the  entire  raid.  March  was  resumed  at  5.30  a.  m.  on  the 
c8th  ;  the  rain  made  the  march  during  the  morning  quite  en- 
joyable for  the  men,  but  the  horses  were  suffering  for  the  lack  of 
forage ;  numbers  of  them  gave  out.  The  men  also  began  to 
suffer  from  the  scarcity  of  provisions.  Horace  Greeley  sa\s: 
"Soldiers  may  live  on  enthusiasm,  but  horses  must  have  oats." 

The  Second  Brigade  halted  at  Smoky  Ordinary  for  its  scant 
mid-day  meal,  which  had  to  serve  them  until  noon  or  later  on 
the  30th.     At  4  p.  ^L,  the  Nottoway  was  reached. 

General  Kautz  savs:  "We  took  the  Bovdton  Plank' Road  to 
where  it  was  necessary  to  decide  which  way  we  would  take  to 
reach  the  Army  of  the  Potomac — by  Ream's  or  Jarrett's  Station. 
I  was  here  summoned  to  confer  with  General  Wilson  in  regard 
to  the  route.  From  all  the  information  we  possessed,  and  the 
assurance  that  ^Meade  would  occupy  the  Weldon  Railroad.  I  gave 
it  as  my  opinion  that  we  could  take  either  road ;  but  that  we 
could  not  stop  until  we  had  passed  the  danger  point  of  either 
route  mentioned.  General  Wilson  decided  to  take  the  road  di- 
rect to  Meade's  army,  as  we  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  was 
expecting  us.  Later  in  the  day,  after  crossing  the  Xottoway 
Bridge,  I  observed  that  the  column  had  turned  in  toward  Stony 
Creek  Station,  and  I  noted  it  with  apprehension  ;  which  fear  was 
confirmed  upon  becoming  aware  that  the  head  of  the  column 
was  engaged.  I  understood  that  General  Wilson  had  intended 
to  march  directly  to  Ream's  Station,  but  this  indicated  a  route  to 
the  east  through  Stony  Creek,  which  I  had  reason  to  believe  was 
not  practical,  owing  to  the  number  of  streams  and  bridges,  fur- 
nishing opportunities  for  detention  by  inferior  forces.  We  were 
in  no  condition  to  engage  the  enemy,  and  a  battle  should  have 
been  avoided." 

Instead  of  findincf  at  Stonv  Creek  a  small  force  of  infanirv 
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and  cavalry  which  could  easily  be  driven  back,  Wilson  met 
Hampton's  cavalry  division,  and  the  enga^Q^cment  which  ensued 
lasted  until  daylight  of  the  29th.  About  nildni.irht.  General 
Kautz  was  ordered  to  march  to  Ream's  Station.  The  Eleventh 
led  the  way,  Company  K  being-  the  advance  guard.  The  ad- 
vance reached  the  vicinity  of  Ream's  Station  about  6  a.  m.  on  the 
29th.  but  instead  of  finding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  saluted 
by  the  shells  of  a  six-gun  battery.  Colonel  Spear  at  once 
massed  his  brigade,  dismounted  the  carbineers  of  the  Eleventh 
and  First  District  of  Columbia,  and  held  the  mounted  portion  of 
the  Eleventh  in  readiness  to  charge  the  enemy,  should  they 
advance. 

About  this  time.  Captain  Whitaker,  of  General  Wilson's 
staff,  came  with  orders  to  take  a  detachment  of  Kautz's  division, 
then  cut  his  way  through  the  enemy  to  apprise  General  Meade 
of  affairs  with  General  Wilson's  command.  A  company  of  the 
Third  New  York  was  taken,  and  the  orders, were  carried  out  suc- 
cessfully. 

Colonel  Spear  had  hardly  gotten  his  brigade  in  position, 
when  Sander's  Alabama  brigade  came  from  the  scrub  pines  on  the 
right  of  our  position.  Colonel  Spear  ordered  the  First  District 
of  Columbia  to  open  fire  with  their  repeating  rifles,  and  the 
mounted  men  of  the  Eleventh  to  charge  them.  The  order  was 
promptly  obeyed :  the  Eleventh  charged  into  the  yelling  mob  of 
Confederates,  who,  anticipating  an  easy  victory,  had  lost  all 
formation,  and  drove  them  back,  capturing  40  prisoners.  The 
success  was  dearly  won :  Captain  Loomis,  Captain  Baily,  and 
Lieutenant  Tears  were  killed.  Captain  Roberts  was  mortally 
wounded  and  left  on  the  field ;  also  the  greater  part  of  the 
23  enlisted  men,  who  were  killed  and  seriously  wounded. 
Colonel  Spear  held  his  position  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  the 
enemy  attempted  to  turn  his  left  flank",  compelling  him  to  fall 
back  to  a  new  line,  where  he  remained  until  the  final  retreat. 
During  the  rest  of  the  action  the  enemy  were  very  quiet — prob- 
ably counting  the  force  as  their  prisoners,  preparing  for  the  final 
advance  which  would  make  us  their  actual  prisoners.  By  this 
time  it  was  painfully  evident  that  the  Union  forces  were  unfit 
to  engage  the  enemy  ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  labor  of  the  previous 
week,  they.had  been  in  the  saddle  for  the  best  part  of  two  days. 
The  greater  part  had  nothing  to  eat  since  noon  of  the  previ'^us 
day,  and  so  exhausted  were  they  that  many  went  to  sleep  on  the 
skirmish  line  while  the  enemv  were  firinc::  in  some  instances  the 
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officers  and  their  comrades  were  unable  to  arouse  tlicm  when 
tlie  final  break-up  came. 

General  Kautz  says:  ''General  Wilson  came  u\)  to  me  about 
10  A.  M.,  realizing  that  we  were  being  rapidly  surrounded  and 
that  no  help  from  Meade  could  be  expected  in  time  to  assist  us, 
he  decided  to  retire,  and  try  the  route  by  Jarrett's  Station.  He 
directed  that  my  division  bring  up  the  rear.  To  my  suggestion 
that  we  entrench  and  hold  on  until  reinforcements  arrived,  he 
replied :  'Cavalry  must  fight  or  run  away.'  Thinking  that  such 
a  course  would  disconcert  the  enemy,  I  asked,  'Why  not  take 
different  routes  with  our  respective  commands?'  He  answered, 
'It  may  come  to  that.'  "  Before  retreating.  General  Wilson 
ordered  that  every  man  be  supplied  with  all  the  ammunition  he 
could  carry,  and  the  destruction  of  all  the  wagons.  This  order 
was  carried  out,  and  the  retrograde  move  commenced  ;  but  the 
enemy  moved  at  the  same  time,  throwing  a  strong  infantry  force 
between  the  two  divisions.  General  Kautz.  seeing  that  it  vvas 
impossible  to  follow  W'ilson,  turned  under  cover  of  the  timber. 
at  the  enemy's  left,  and  vanished  into  the  forest  so  quietly  that  the 
pursuing  forces  must  have  been  at  a  loss  concerning  the  where- 
abouts of  the  retreating  column.  The  Eleventh  was  in  advance. 
General  Kautz  gave  Major  Stratton  his  pocket  compass,  and 
told  him  to  determine  the  direction  to  take.  After  emerging 
from  the  densely  timbered  swamp  into  which  the  command  had 
plunged,  Major  Stratton  placed  on  the  horn  of  his  saddle  a  map 
of  Virginia;  put  the  compass  thereon,  marked  the  direction  to 
be  taken,  and  struck  out.  Soon  afterwards  the  command  came 
upon  an  old  negro  plowing  corn,  and  the  old  man  was  pressed 
into  service  as  a  guide.  Mounting  his  horse,  he  led  the  column 
through  fields  and  wood  roads,  and  arrived  at  the  Weldon  Rail- 
road three  or  four  miles  below  Ream's  Station. 

When  the  main  column  came  to  the  highway,  a  detachment 
of  infantry  was  coming  down  the  road,  another  of  cavalry  was 
going  out  of  sight.  Company  A,  under  Captain  Ringiand. 
charged  the  cavalry,  and  the  railroad  was  crossed  without  any 
serious  trouble.  At  5.30  p.  m..  Procter's  Tavern  on  the  Jerusalem 
Plank  Road  was  reached  ;  here  a  halt  was  made,  and  the  division, 
which  had  become  considerably  scattered,  was  reunited,  after 
which  the  iiiarch  was  resumed,  arriving  at  the  headquarters  of 
Captain  C.  Shield  at  11.30  p.  m. 

After  Kautz  slipped  away  from  the  enemy,  Wilson  got  the 
blow  intended  for  both  divisions,  but   while  the  enemy   paused 
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to  plunder  the  wounded  and  to  kill  the  nc<^rocs  wlio  had  followed 
the  command,  the  men  got  a  fair  start.  About  500  of  Kautz's 
men,  who  \vere  cut  of¥  from  their  connnand,  joined  Wilson's 
retreat.  At  Stony  Creek.  Major  Ackerly  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Wilson  to  take  command  of  Kautz's  men  and  to  cover  the 
crossing.  The  enemy  continued  the  pursuit  to  Sappory  Creek 
Bridge,  three  miles  beyond  Stony  Creek,  after  which  there  was 
little  annoyance  from  them.  Wilson's  conmiand  marched  all 
night,  arriving  at  Jarrett's  Station  about  daylight,  where  a  small 
picket  of  the  enemy  was  dispersed,  and  the  march  continued  cast- 
ward  to  Peter's  Bridge  over  the  Nottoway ;  from  tiience  to 
Blunt's  Bridge  over  the  Blackwater,  which  was  reached  about 
midnight.  Finding  the  bridge  destroyed,  all  hands  set  to  work, 
and  the  bridge  was  repaired  after  an  hour's  work ;  all  the  com- 
mand was  across  by  daylight,  and  after  burning  the  bridge, 
marched  to  Calm  Point  on  the  James  River.  In  his  report, 
General  Wilson  says :  "During  the  expedition,  the  command 
marched  335  miles,  135  betw^een  3  p.  m.  of  the  28th  and  2  p.  M. 
of  the  1st  of  July.  During  this  interval,  of  81  hours,  the  com- 
mand rested  from  the  marching  not  over  six  hours."  This  ap- 
plies to  Wilson's  division  only.  For  forty-eight  hours,  Kautz's 
men  and  animals  had  fasted.  When  near  to  Appomattox,  Gen- 
eral Kautz  received  orders  to  join  General  Sheridan  with  his 
division  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  General  Wilson;  but  the  general 
succeeded  in  explaining  to  General  ^Icade  the  exact  situation, 
and  was  permitted  to  proceed  to  Bermuda  Hundred  without  de- 
lay, the  connnand  going  into  camp  at  Jones  Landing.  Major 
Ackerly  witli  a  large  number  of  the  missing  men  arrived  at  camp 
on  the  2d  of  July,  while  many  of  the  dismounted  men  contiiuied 
to  arrive  for  several  days. 

The  raid  was  over,  and  what  were  the  results?  Did  it  pay, 
or  not'  Public  opinion  in  the  Eleventh  said  "Xo."  The  loss 
of  both  divisions  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  1,000  men, 
all  the  artillery  of  both  divisions,  together  with  the  ambulances 
and  wagons.  The  Eleventh  had  lost  heavily.  General  Wilson, 
in  his  report,  says:  "Every  railroad  station,  water  tank,  wood 
pile,  bridge,  trestle,  sawmill,  from  fifteen  miles  of  Petersburg  to 
the  Roanoke  River  had  been  destroyed  :  also,  most  of  the  track 
of  the  Southsidc  Railroad  north  of  Burkcville  ;  all  the  track  of 
the  Danville,  frr-m  the  Junction  to  the  Roanoke."  General  St. 
John,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  military  roads  of  the  Confederate 
service  at   the   time   of  the   raid,  told   General   Wilson   that   the 
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(laniage  done  to  tlio  Danville  and  Southiide  Railroads  was  the 
lieaviest  blow  the  Confederacy  had  received  up  to  that  time ;  be- 
cause it  cut  off  all  connnunication  by  rail  for  nine  weeks,  and 
taxed  to  the  utmost  the  resources  of  the  Confederacy  to  repair 
them.  In  addition  to  the  destruction  of  the  railroad,  nearly  all 
the  horses  and  nuiles  along  the  line  of  march  had  been  taken. 
The  Eleventh  did  not  regret  the  loss  of  the  howitzers,  for  the 
whole  regiment  felt  their  presence  to  be  a  nuisance. 

The  disaster  at  Ream's  Camp  rumor  laid  to  General  Wil- 
son, who  disregarded  the  advice  of  General  Kautz  when  they 
met  on  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  for  had  the  Jarrett  route  been 
taken,  the  outcome  would  have  been  averted ;  many  men  of  his 
own  division,  and  of  Kautz's,  found  fault  with  him  for  his  con- 
duct during  the  retreat,  which  v.as  not  of  the  kind  likely  to 
inspire  confidence.  But,  evidently  being  desirous  to  reach  the 
main  army  because  of  the  exhausted  condition  of  his  men,  he 
took  the  shorter  route.  However,  General  Kautz  has  forcibly 
stated  the  cause  of  the  disaster:  "General  Meade's  failure  to 
come  to  our  assistance,  as  we  had  a  right  to  expect,  for  he  had 
turned  us  loose  on  the  Confederacy  and  should  have  done  all 
he  could  for  us,  I  regard  as  the  principal  cause  of  the  disaster. 
He  failed  to  extend  his  left  as  he  promised,  and  neglected  to 
utilize  his  cavalry  under  Sheridan,  so  as  to  prevent  Lee  from  con- 
centrating his  cavalry  to  intercept  us  just  outside  his  lines.  He 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  us,  and  the  noise  of  our  guns  at  Stony 
Creek  failed  to  recall  our  existence  to  his  memory.  Not  until 
Captain  \Miitaker  reported  our  situation  to  him  did  we  receive 
attention.  When  his  troops  arrived  on  the  ground,  they  were 
more  than  six  hours  too  late.'' 

Colonel  Stratton  says  of  this  raid :  "For  rapidity  of  march 
and  endurance  of  the  men,  this  raid  has  not  been  excelled  during 
the  war.  nearly  500  miles  having  been  marched  in  ten  days,  in- 
cluding the  time  engaged  in  fighting.'' 

When  Wilson  gave  the  order  to  abandon  the  wounded, 
Major  Ackerly.  who  had  been  wounded,  climbed  out  of  the 
ambulance,  gathered  all  the  stragglers  of  Kautz's  division,  and 
defended  the  rear  of  Wilson's  column.  Dr.  Haney,  of  the  Fifth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  detailed  to  accompany  our  wounded 
to  Libby.  He  refused  to  obey  the  order.  Dr.  Harlan  volun- 
teered, and  remainotl  with  the  boys  at  Libby. 
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On  the  14th,  Company  L  was  sent  to  the  eastern  shore  of 
Virginia  to  reheve  Company  G,  which  rejoined  the  regiment  a 
few  days  later. 

The  personal  relations  between  Colonel  Spear  and  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Stetzel,  which  had  been  strained  since  the  court- 
martial  of  the  latter  the  previous  year,  now  terminated  in  open 
rupture.  About  the  middle  of  the  month,  Colonel  Spear  issued 
an  order  assuming  command  of  his  regiment ;  also,  for  a  brigade 
review,  directing  Major  Stratton  to  command  the  regiment,  and 
Lieutenant-colonel  Stetzel  to  go  on  the  review  stand  by  himself. 

This  and  other  minor  matters  caused  Lieutenant-colonel 
Stetzel  to  appeal  to  General  Kautz,  who  ended  the  trouble  by 
placing  him  in  command  of  the  dismounted  camp,  which  was 
established  about  this  time.  This  terminated  Colonel  Stetzel's 
relations  w^ith  the  regiment;  on  the  i8th  of  the  following  Sep- 
tember he  resigned.  . 

i'  On  the  27th,  the  cavalry  division  constituted  a  part  of  Gen- 
eral Sheridan's  troops,  which  crossed  the  James  River  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy  at  Malvern  Hill.  The  Eleventh  took  no  part 
in  this  engagement. 

From  the  major's  notes: 

''J"b'  29th.  At  Jones  Landing,  Va.  We  have  been  saddled 
up  all  night,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Sheridan's  divisions. 

"July  30th.  Two  days  ago  we  had  quite  a  fight  with  Ker- 
shaw^'s  division,  Longstreet's  corps.  We  were  directly  in  the 
rear  of  Gregg's  division,  and  passed  to  our  position  on  ]\Ialvern 
Hill.  The  enemy  left  on  the  field  about  170  dead  and  wounded. 
I  was  standing  under  a  tree  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  with  Gen- 
erals Kautz  and  Gregg,  as  our  division  came  on  the  field.  I'oth 
brigades  had  arrived,  but  Spear  could  not  be  seen.  I  \olun- 
teered  to  find  him,  and,  leaving  the  general,  went  down  the  road 
at  a  gallop.  About  200  yards  below,  a  body  of  the  enemy  rii-hcd 
to  the  fence  and  demanded  my  surrender.  My  old  horse.  "Tom.' 
got  scared  and  ran  away  with  me.  I  escaped  unhurt  through 
three  volleys.  I  reached  a  spot  in  the  road  where  (leneral  Ah'rc.l 
Gibbs'  line  had  been  pressed  back.  His  lead  horses  blocked  the 
136 
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way,  many  of  which  were  falHng  at  each  volley.  I  had  not  seen 
General  Gibbs  for  a  year,  and,  on  recognition,  helped  him  to  clear 
the  road  into  the  woods. 

"Presently  I  met  Colonel  Spear,  upbraiding  one  of  Sheridan's 
aides  for  putting  him,  without  orders,  into  a  gap  at  the  left  of 
Torbert's  division.'  We  hastened  to  close  up,  but  on  swinging 
into  the  Malvern  Hill  Road,  Davis'  Seventh  ^Jassachusetts  Bat- 
tery lost  the  horses  of  one  of  his  caissons,  which  he  abandoned. 
Kautz  promptly  placed  him  under  arrest.  Taking  80  men  of  the 
division  provost  guard,  I  went  back  and  brought  of?  the  caisson. 
That  nisfht  the  command  was  withdrawn  to  the  south  bank  of 
the  James,  as  our  forces  had  lapped  over  on  the  extreme  left, 
capturing  the  railroad  and  securing  Yellow  Tavern.  Spear's 
brigade  had  the  honor  of  guarding  the  rear  of  the  withdrawal, 
and  was  much  praised  for  the  way  they  resisted  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  drawing  them  within  range  of  the  gunboats. 

"August  3d.  Crossed  the  pontoons  and  were  added  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  being  placed  on  picket  in  the  rear  of  the 
right  wing  of  Meade's  army  to  relieve  the  First  and  Third  Divi- 
sions of  Sheridan's  cavalry,  which  was  about  to  leave  for  the 
Shenandoah  \'alley.  The  duty  here  was  two-fold — to  keep  the 
enemy  from  surprising  the  rear,  to  arrest  stragglers  and  de- 
serters from  the  Union  army,  a  duty  not  hard  but  hazardous. 
The  enemy's  cavalry  was  getting  low,  and  to  keep  it  mounted,. 
General  Lee  issued  an  order  giving  his  dismounted  cavalrymen 
the  choice  either  to  procure  horses  or  enter  the  infantry.  As  a 
result,  these  dismounted  cavalrymen  would  prowl  around  the 
picket  lines,  causing  considerable  annoyance.  Captain  Titus, 
with  a  small  party  turned  the  tables  somewhat.  General  Kautz- 
directed  that  any  Confederate  caught  in  the  act  of  horse-stealing 
should  be  inmiediately  shot.     This  lessened  the  nuisance. 

"The  Burnside  mine  failed  to  explode  in  time,  and  when  it 
did  go  off  no  one  was  ready  to  take  advantage  of  its  results. 
The  army  knew  how  to  dig.  They  say:  '  Tis  hard  to  tind  a  dead 
cavalryman  ;  'tis  rare  to  find  a  rusty  spade.'  They  suddenly 
arrive,  they  dig,  they  stay. 

''August  7th.  The  enemy  tried  to  mine  and  blow  up  one  of 
our  forts,  in  front  of  the  Fifth  and  Eighteenth  Corps,  but  were 
detected  by  the  construction  of  whispering  galleries.  Only  a 
part  of  the  fort  was  injured,  but  when  the  enemy  attempted  to- 
follow  up  the  explosion,  they  were  severely  cut  by  ilank  hres 
from  secreted  artillery.     A  second  time  thev  advanced  to  receive 
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■a  baptism  of  fire,  losing  more  men  than  had  been  lost  at  Burn- 
side's  faikire.  ■ 

•'An!:::ust  T5th.  General  Greg-g  left  with  his  divi>ion,  along 
with  Hancock's  corps,  for  the  other  side  of  the  James.  This 
■stretches  out  fourteen  miles.  Our  regiment  is  dwindling;  the 
time  of  285  men  expires  this  month,  200  more  next  month  ;  the 
rest  are  veterans  and  raw  recruits.  By  a  recent  order  of  the 
Department,  officers  are  continued  in  service  dating  three  years 
irom  their  last  promoted  muster-in ;  and,  by  the  same  order, 
those  who  served  three  years  in  one  grade  must  be  mustered  out 
-at  the  expiration  of  their  grade  term,  and  if  they  remain,  be  re- 
mustered  in  the  same  grade  for  three  years.     Rather  hard  ruling. 

''August  2 1  St.  On  Friday,  the  Second  Corps  had  a  heavy 
fight  five  miles  from  Petersburg,  Spear's  detachment  picketing 
their  left.  Through  these  movements  and  battles,  our  forces 
gained  possession  of  the  Weldon  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  one 
of  the  greatest  feeders  for  the  Army  of  Virginia,  at  a  loss  of  2.000 
Tvilled.  wounded,  and  missing — a  success  that  augurs  well  for 
the  future. 

''August  27th.  On  this  day  the  mangled  body  of  Lieutenant 
Harry  C.  Neilson  was  sent  in.  He  was  killed  on  the  23d,  during 
a  heavy  fight  at  Ream's  Station.  He  was  ever  conspicuously 
TDrave.  His  body  was  embalmed  and  sent  home  to  his  aged 
parents.  Harry's  was  a  sad  case.  His  time  had  expired,  but  as 
as  his  company  was  fighting,  he  refused  to  be  mustered  out  on 
the  field.  Spear's  brigade  was  on  outpost  for  General  Warren 
five  miles  from  Ream's ;  Hills  and  Longstreet's  corps  attacked  in 
force,  driving  them  slowly  back.  It  was  in  this  falling  back 
young  Neilson  was  killed  by  a  piece  of  shell.'' 

On  the  22d,  23d,  and  24th,  the  divisions  of  Generals  Gibbon 
and  Miles,  of  the  Second  Corps,  were  engaged  in  destroying  the 
Weldon  Railroad  behind  General  Warren's  lines.  On  the  24th, 
Colonel  Spear's  brigade  was  sent  five  miles  below  Ream's 
Station  to  watch  the  enemy.  Xext  morning,  four  brigades  of 
Hampton's  cavalry,  after  considerable  fighting,  made  an  attack 
upon  the  brigade  and  forced  it  back  to  Ream's  Station.  Here, 
the  carbineers  of  the  Eleventh  were  dismounted,  and  with  the 
dismounted  men  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  were  placed 
in  position  with  General  Gregg's  dismounted  troopers  on  the 
left  of  our  position.  About  5  p.  yi.,  the  enemy  opened  fire  with 
all  their  artillery,  continuing  it  for  fifteen  minutes,  when  an  attack 
was  made  bv  their  infantrv  on  General  Miles'  front,  which  was 
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partly  successful.  In  his  first  official  report  of  tlic  battle,  General 
Hancock  says:  ''The  enemy's  dismounted  cavalry  now  made  an 
attack  upon  the  left,  driving-  General  Gibbon's  division  from  its 
breastworks.  The  division  offered  very  little  resistance,  though 
the  attack  was  feeble  compared  with  the  enemy's  infantry.  The 
enemy,  elated  with  their  success  at  this  point,  were  pressing  on 
with  loud  cheers,  when  they  were  met  by  a  heavy  flank  fire  from 
the  dismounted  cavalry  occupying  the  extreme  left,  checking 
their  advance.  General  Gregg,  with  his  own  command,  and  a 
stjuadron  from  Colonel  Spear's,  rendered  invaluable  service  at 
this  point;  the  steadiness  of  his  men  contrasted  more  than  favor- 
ably with  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  infantry  connnanders." 

After  Gibbon's  division  was  out  of  the  way,  the  enemy  at- 
tacked the  cavalry,  and  being  unable  to  hold  its  position,  with- 
drew and  formed  on  the  left  a  new  line.  It  was  now  dark,  and 
although  the  enemy  had  had  some  success,  yet  did  not  pursue. 

The  next  morning  the  Second  Brigade  returned  to  its  old 
position  at  the  Mt.  Sinai  Church.  Except  the  discharge  of  400 
men  whose  term  of  enlistment  had  expired,  nothing  of  any  import- 
ance occurred  until  the  morning  of  the  i6th  of  September,  when 
General  Hampton  with  three  divisions  of  his  cavalry  swooped 
down  upon  the  beef  herd  of  the  army,  numbering  2.500,  which 
were  collected  near  Sycamore  Church.  The  greatest  part  of  the 
I'irst  District  of  Columbia  were  encamped  near  the  Sycamore 
Church,  but  there  is  no  record  that  they  had  any  special  over- 
sight of  the  cattle.  At  5  a.  m.  on  the  T6th,  Rosser's  brigade  of 
four  regiments  attacked  the  camp  at  the  church,  which  was 
strongly  barricaded.  The  First  District  of  Columbia  made  a 
st<nu  resistance,  but  were  overwhelined  by  numbers,  losing  their 
ciunmander,  ]Major  Baker ;  also,  ^lajor  Clindman.  one  captain, 
>ix  lieutenants,  and  203  enlisted  men  as  prisoners.  The  only 
part  taken  by  the  Eleventh  in  the  morning's  operation  was  by 
Cai>tain  McFarlan's  squadron,  which  was  on  the  extreme  left  of 
tlic  line  located  at  Hite's  House  and  picketed  the  Sawyer  and 
Sta.c:e  Roads.  Hearing  firing  at  Sycamore  Church,  Captain 
Mcl'arlan  mounted  his  squadron  and  moved  to  the  ford  of  the 
abMvc-mcntioned  roads;  but.  arriving  there,  the  enemy  compelled 
him  t')  fall  back  toward  Prince  George  Court  House.  Several 
times  the  captain  formed  his  men  and  checked  the  oncoming 
encmv.  but  the  danger  of  being  surrounded  cotnpelled  him  to 
fall  back  in  everv  instance.  This  was  continued  until  the  camp 
*>•  tlio  Third  New  York  was  reached. 
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It  was  TO  o'clock  before  General  Kautz  could  ijet  toi^cther 
enoui^h  of  his  men  to  pursue  the  bold  raiders,  by  whicli  time 
the  cattle  were  journeying-  towards  the  enemy's  lines  with  four 
hours'  start,  and  the  main  body  of  Hampton's  cavalry  had  been 
gone  two  hours.  As  it  was.  General  Kautz  was  only  able  to  ,^et 
together  500  men,  half  of  whom  were  without  carbines.  The 
enemy  retreated  by  way  of  Cook's  Bridges  over  the  Blackwater: 
these  were  torn  down  and  guarded  by  a  small  force.  The  bridges 
were  repaired,  and  the  pursuit  continued,  coming  up  with  the 
main  body  near  Hawkinsville ;  and  a  small  skirmish  took  place, 
but  General  Kautz  decided  not  to  press  the  enemy,  so  fell  back 
a  short  distance  and  bivouaced  until  morning-.  At  davlioht.  a 
reconnaisance  showed  that  the  enemy  had  gone.  •  General 
Gregg,  who  had  come  down  the  Plank  road  to  intercept 
the  enemy,  had  also  returned  to  his  camp :  accordingly,  there 
being  no  further  use  for  General  Kautz.  he  returned  to  camp. 

We  give  Major  Wetherill's  account  of  the  cattle  raid,  since 
he  was  directly  involved : 

'Tt  was  evident  that  the  cattle  corral  was  too  near  the  picket 
line  behind  Sycamore  Church,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  nightly 
murders  committed  by  scouts.  I  protested  against  it  in  my 
picket-guard  reports.  There  were  4.500  cattle,  in  charge  of  a 
squadron  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  a  rare  temptation, 
and  daily  I  continued  these  protests.  Our  line  was  quiet  in  day- 
light, but  much  disturbed  at  night. 

"Early  in  the  morning- of  the  i6th,  we  were  awakened  by 
heavy  firing  at  SyCamore  Church.  At  the  tirst  alarm.  I  loaded 
the  wagons  with  Spear's  headquarters  stuff.  I  sent  an  orderl\- 
with  a  report  to  General  Kautz,  and  note  to  Colonel  Lewis.  Third 
New  York,  who  were  at  F'rince  George  Court  House,  not  to  wait 
for  orders  from  headquarters,  but  to  fill  the  rifle  pits  covering  the 
road.  Lee's  cavalry  drove  Companies  B  and  D,  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  up  the  parallel  road  to  the  Third  New  \urk 
Cavalry,  who  from  the  ritle  pits  emptied  many  saddles,  and  pre- 
vented a  cut  right  through  our  lines  and  Meade's  hcadciuarters. 
I  gathered  orderlies  and  pushed  for  Sinai  Church,  where  the 
Eleventh  was  stationed.  The  First  District  of  Columbia  was 
cut  off  at  Sycamore  Church.  ]\ Loving  down  to  the  forks  of  the 
road,  I  .<ent  the  pickets  to  Major  Stratton,  connnanding  the 
Eleventh.  Gathering  up  the  |)ickets.  we  advanced  towards  S>  ca- 
more  Church.  An  ^rder  from  General  Kautz  recalled  me  to 
Prince  (ieorge  Court   House  to  support  the  Third  New   \ork. 
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( )n  arriving  there,  I  found  that  the  g-ericral  had  followed  with  the 
Third  and  a  battery  of  artillery.  Three  hundred  of  the  First  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  were  captured.  The  enemy  carried  of?  2,500 
beef  cattle,  whose  nearness  to  our  line  had  been  protested  against 
for  two  weeks.  AVe  followed  across  the  Blackwater  at  McCook's 
Bridge  to  near  the  Holloway  at  Farmer's  Bridge;  here  the  enemy 
made  a  stand  and  we  attacked  them  at  night.  General  Kautz, 
coming  to  me,  said:  'Major,  you  are  fighting  General  Davis' 
command.  Davis  came  down  the  Jerusalem  Road  to  head  ofif 
the  enemy,  and  you  are  lighting  his  men.'  I  sent  Lieutenant 
Titus,  with  Company  M,  to  learn  the  truth.  After  an  hour,  we 
found  that  Davis  had  been  driven  back  about  5  r.  m.  At  day- 
light we  marched  to  the  bridge,  and  reached  it  just  as  the  last 
files  of  the  enemy  were  taking  it  up.  We  turned  back  to  camp 
with  65  recovered  cattle. 

"General  Kautz  said  that  on  2^Ieade's  return,  he  stopped  at 
City  Point  and  in  conversation  with  General  Grant,  asked  how 
lono^  it  would  be  before  we  could  continue  our  left  flank  move- 
ment.  General  Grant  replied :  'Since  you  have  supplied  the 
enemy  with  beef,  I  cannot  tell  you.'  Grant  knew  that  Meade's 
headquarters  were  responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  cattle,  as  suffi- 
cient warning  had  been  given.  ]\Ieade  desired  Kautz  to  say  that 
the  corral  was  sufficiently  guarded  and  safe,  but  in  face  of  the 
constant  protests  General  Kautz  declined  to  do  so." 

The  day  after  the  raid,  a  ration  of  fresh  beef,  the  first  for 
a  long  time,  was  served  in  Lee's  army,  which  was  announced  to 
our  army  by  loud  cries  of  "Beef!"  This  was  met  by  a  counter- 
cry  of  "Atlanta!"  the  news  of  the  city's  capture  having  been  re- 
ceived a  few  days  before.  The  cattle  raid  was  well  planned  and 
executed. 

On  the  17th.  the  quarters  of  the  Eleventh  were  changed  to 
the  Stage  Road  on  the  left  of  Mount  Sinai  Church.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Stetzel's  resignation  at  this  time  advanced  Major  Strat- 
ton  and  Captain  Skelly  a  grade.  On  the  29th,  a  general  move 
against  the  enemy  took  place  all  along  the  line,  the  Army  of 
tiie  Potomac  striking  the  extreme  left.  General  Butler's  com- 
mand— the  Army  ot  the  James — crossed  the  James  River  and 
attacked  the  works  on  the  Richmond  front.  The  Eleventh  re- 
turned to  -its  old  camp  near  Jones  Landing  on  the  28th.  and 
during  the  day  Company  A  joined  the  regiment.  While  here, 
the  long-looked-for  Spencer  repeating  carbines  arrived.  Colonel 
Stratton  savs  of  them  :  "The  carbines  arrived  at  the  camp  at  2 


1 1 '  i : 


142  ELEVENTH  PEXXSVLVANIA  CAVALRY. 

A.  M.  of  the  29th  of  September.  The  command  was  under  orders 
to  march  at  dayhght  on  an  important  expedition,  antl  the  men 
were  entirely  unused  to  the  comphcatcd  repeating-  carbine.  Vet. 
with  confidence  in  that  pre-eminent  skill  the  American  soldier 
has  so  often  shown,  the  arms  were  issued,  the  men  brietlv  in- 
structed in  their  use,  and  the  command  was  on  the  march  at 
daylight."  The  Second  Brigade  was  rather  small  at  this  time: 
eight  companies  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  First  Maine  Cavalry ;  the  Eleventh  had  lost  400 
men,  leaving  but  little  more  than  600  men  present  for  dutv  in 
the  brigade.  General  Butler  entertained  strong  hopes  of  taking 
Richmond,  and  to  incite  his  men  to  supreme  effort,  offered  liberal 
rewards,  such  as  promotion  and  medals  of  honor  to  all  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  the  coming  assault.  After  the  Eleventh 
crossed  the  James,  Major  Wetherill,  who  was  about  to  leave  the 
service,  rode  along  the  column,  bidding  the  officers  and  men 
good-bye.  There  was  a  general  feeling  of  regret  felt  all  over  fur 
the  loss  of  the  old  man  who  was  esteemed  by  the  entire  regi- 
ment. The  cavalry  division  moved  by  plantation  roads  to  Wil- 
liamsburg Road  and  made  preparations  for  an  assault  upon  the 
enemy's  works  at  that  point,  but  was  met  by  the  heavy  guns 
from  the  numerous  forts  and  batteries  in  the  vicinity.  General 
Kautz,  seeing  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  an  assault,  moved  to 
Nine  Miles  Road,  where  he  made  preparations  for  a  night 
assault;  but  the  assault  was  not  made,  probably  wisely  so,  for  had 
the  cavalry  succeeded  in  eiTecting  a  lodgment,  it  would  have  been 
driven  back  with  loss  in  the  morning. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  division,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Tenth  Army  Corps,  made  a  reconnaisance  towards  Richmond. 
The  rain  was  falling  hard,  and  the  dismounted  men  found  tramp- 
ing through  plowed  fields  rather  heavy  work.  On  the  3d.  the 
enemy's  cavalry  made  a  reconnaisance  and  drove  in  our  videttes 
on  the  Charles  City  Road,  but  were  driven  back.  On  tlie  7th. 
the  battle  of  Darby  town  Road  occurred.  Historians  say  that 
General  Kautz  was  surprised  on  the  morning  of  that  day.  basing 
their  authority  on  newspaper  accounts  at  the  time  of  the  battle. 
This,  however,  is  an  error,  for  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.  two  refugees 
from  Richmond  arrived  at  General  Kautz's  headquarters  and  re- 
ported that  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  accompanied  by  artillery,  w  as 
moving  toward  our  position,  coming  from  their  entrenchment 
near  the  Charles  City  Road.  Knowing  that  this  meant  an  attack. 
General   Kautz  sent  the  refugees  to  General  Birney,  connuanti- 
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ing  the  Tenth  Corps,  with  the  request  that  they  be  sent  at  once 
to  General  Butler.  General  Kautz  then  gave  orders  a  little  be- 
fore 4  A.  M.  for  his  command  to  prepare  for  action.  The  enemy 
drove  in  the  videttes  of  the  Eleventh  a  little  before  davlight. , 
Colonel  Spear  with  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  immediately 
re-enforced  the  picket  line  and  delayed  the  enemy  until  7  a.  m. 
The  dismounted  men  of  the  Eleventh,  350  strong,  held  an  en- 
trenched position  in  the  rear  of  McKensy  House,  east  of  the 
Darbytown  Road.  A  wood  road  from  Gordons  on  the  Charles 
City  Road  emerged  from  the  timber  directly  in  front  of  our  posi- 
tion, and  a  similar  road  from  White  Tavern,  several  hundred 
yards  to  the  right  of  the  line.  There  was  a  long  growth  of  scrub 
pine  between  the  two  roads,  which  screened  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions on  our  front  and  right.  The  enemy  drove  Colonel  Spear's 
detachment  through  the  timber,  and  placed  a  battery  and  strong 
skirmish  line  in  position  on  the  far  edge  of  the  field  in  our 
front.  Their  battery  opened  on  Hall's  Regular  Battery,  posted 
on  elevated  ground  several  hundred  yards  to  our  rear,  and  a  lively 
artillery  duel  ensued.  While  this  was  going  on,  the  enemy's 
skirmish  line  was  advanced  far  enough  to  attract  our  attention, 
but  no  disposition  was  shown  to  advance  further.  This  state  of 
things  continued  for  half  an  hour,  when  one  of  Gary's  cavalry- 
regiments,  from  the  White  Horse  Tavern  Road,  charged  our 
right,  but  was  easily  repulsed. 

The  officers  and  men  were  scarcely  done  congratulating- 
themselves  upon  this  easy  victory,  when  a  line  of  infantry  ap- 
peared from  the  scrub  pine,  almost  perpendicular  to  our  right. 
leaving  but  one  course  open — flight.  Away  went  the  fl}-ing 
troopers  past  Lieutenant  Hall's  batteries,  who  begged  them  to 
stay  and  support  his  guns,  but  the  appeal  was  useless.  Gary's 
cavalry  was  already  among  the  led  horses  in  our  rear,  and  the 
First  Brigade,  flanked  out  of  its  position  by  overwhelming  num- 
bers, was  in  full  retreat.  Lieutenant  Hall  received  the  enemy 
as  best  he  could,  firing  case-shot  and  canister,  scattering  them 
badly;  still  they  continued  to  advance,  and  when  within  thirty 
yards  of  him,  the  lieutenant  limbered  to  the  rear.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  creek,  the  road  was  full  of  guns  and  caissons  of  ihe 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery ;  spiking  his  guns,  he  abandoned 
them.  Wliile  the  enemy's  infantry  was  chasing  the  dismounted 
troopers  of  the  Eleventh  off  the  field.  Colonel  Haskell,  with  a 
regiment  of  Gary's  cavalry,  passed  around  our  right,  but  very 
little  damage  was  done  compared  with  what  might  have  been 
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done.  Colonel  Stratton  was  slightly  wounded,  and  the  twenty- 
seven  who  were  reported  missing-  were  probably  captured  here. 
The  cause  of  so  little  damage  was  perhaps  due  to  the  wounding  •> 

of  Colonel  Haskell,  who  was  left  for  dead  on  the  field. 

The  of^cers  and  men  of  Colonel  GrifBn's  Second  Georgia, 
which  was  one  of  Gary's  regiments,  were  exceedingly  jubilant, 
because   for  the   first  time  they  had  turned  the  tables   on   the 
Eleventh,  and  had  evened  up  old  scores.     The  troops  that  op- 
posed the  cavalry  division  on  the  7th,  were  Field's  division,  at 
least  5.000  strong,  and  Gary's  cavalry,   1,100  strong,  making  a 
total  of  6,000  men — the  difference  in  numbers  was  five  to  one. 
General  Kautz  gives  the  following  reason  for  the  disaster  which 
befell  his  command  on  the  7th  of  October:   'T  very  soon  realized 
that  I  was  in  a  dangerous  position.     The  Johnson  House  was 
located  in  the  fork  of  Four-mile  Creek,  both  branches  of  which 
were  swamps  on  my  right  and  left,  and  there  was  but  one  narrow 
country  road  that  crossed  the  north  branch  of  the  main  stream 
near  their  junction.     This  road  was  our  only  route  to  our  main 
force,  for  whose  safety  we  were  on  guard ;  being  badly  cut  up 
and  leading  through  the  woods,  it  was  unfit  for  the  rapid  move- 
ment of  artillery.     We  had  two  batteries ;  one  of  six  guns,  and 
the  other  of  four,  temporarily  attached  to  the  cavalry  division, 
which  we  would  be  unable  to  withdraw  by  that  road  without 
plenty  of  time.     I  reported  these  facts  to  General  Butler,  and  told 
him  that,  if  attacked  in  force,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  the 
artillery  out.     Fie  did  not  question  my  representations,  but  said 
it  was  necessary  for  me  to  remain  there.    I  added  that  I  would  like 
some  entrenching  tools,  so  that  I  might  strengthen  my  position 
as  much  as  possible.    He  replied  that  the  infantry  had  all  the  en- 
trenching tools,  that  he  had  none  to  give  me.     I  then  asked  him 
what  he  expected  his  cavalry  to  do  under  such  circumstances. 
He  replied  that  the  cavalry  had  legs  and  could  run  away.     By 
this  time,  we  realized  that  we  were  to  be  attacked  in  force  ;  it 
was  too  late  to  get  out  of  the  pocket  in  which  we  were  placed 
bv  the  commanders  of  the  Armv  of  the  fames.     I  gave  no  orders 
to  retire,  but  trusted  that  the  Tenth  Corps  would  come  to  our 
relief — a  portion  oi  General  Rirney's  line  was  visible,  half  a  mile 
distant  from  the  Johnson  House,  and  there  he  sat  on  his  horse 
and  watched  the  development  of  the  enemy's  forces.     I  kept  my 
superiors  informed  of  the  situaii<'>n.  but  I  received  neither  orders 
to  withdraw   nor  assurances   of  help,      liy  8  o'clock,   the  over- 
whelming force  was  upon  us,  and  those  who  did  not  wish  to  be 
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FjENJAMIN  B.  Mitchell,  I'radfurd  County,  was  born  un  his  father's  farm  in  Tioga  county, 
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elected  Senator  in  Xo\-..  1892:   re-elected  in  Nov..  1896. 
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captured,  had  to  flee.  I  never  learned  just  what  part  General 
Butler  played  in  the  events  of  that  day:  he  claimed  that  the  two 
refugees  1  had  sent  hirn  did  not  arrive  until  the  day  after  the  battle. 
The  Rebellion  Records  show  that  General  Birney  and  myself  re- 
ported the  facts  in  regard  to  the  refugees,  and  the  information 
they  brought ;  that  v;e  gave  orders  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  ex- 
pected attack.  I  learned  later  in  the  day  that  General  Birney 
was  so  sick,  that  it  was  only  with  difficulty  he  could  stay  upon 
his  horse.  He  went  to  Philadelphia  next  day  on  a  sick  leave,  and 
died  a  week  later.  General  Birney's  illness  on  that  day  was  the 
chief  cause  of  our  misfortune."  This  w^as  the  last  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  dislodge  the  niain  force  on  the  north  side  of  the  James. 

After  its  flight  from  the  battlefield,  the  cavalry  division  was 
rallied  behind  the'  infantry,  and  went  into  bivouac  between  the 
Darbytown  and  New  ^Market  Roads.  The  division  returned  to 
the  battlefield  next  day,  buried  our  dead,  eighteen  in  number, 
and  re-established  our  picket  line.  General  Kautz  says :  "The 
next  day,  while  resuming  the  picket  line  from  which  we  had  been 
driven,  I  was  allowed  to  make  my  own  disposition  of  the  division. 
We  held  this  line  until  the  following  spring.  Although  the 
enemy  reconnoitered  in  force  frequently,  during  the  winter,  and 
drove  us  back  to  the  main  line,  we  were  not  again  caught  in  any 
such  trap." 

iMajor  Ackerly  was  discharged  for  disability  arising  from 
his  wound,  received  on  the  25th  of  September.  The  official 
notice  of  his  and  IMajor  Wetherill's  discharge  was  received  at 
regimental  headquarters  on  the  afternoon  before  the  battle  of  the 
7th.  Captains  Cassels  and  Titus  were  promoted.  Major  Titus 
had  few  hours  to  serve  in  his  new  rank,  being  captured  next 
morning. 

On  the  13th,  General  Butler  ordered  a  reconnaisance  in 
force  of  the  enemy's  lines  between  Charter  City  Road  and  Darby- 
town ;  tlie  Eleventh  led  the  way.  There  was  some  fighting,  re- 
sulting in  a  Union  repulse,  but  the  Eleventh  was  not  actually 
engaged  to  any  extent :  yet  it  was  placed  in  an  unpleasant  posi- 
tion, where  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  could  practice  on  it  at 
lono-  ranQre;  the  bullets  fell  uncomfortablv  near  and  the  order  to 
withdraw  was  heartily  welcomed.  On  the  27th  another  re- 
connaisance was  made,  this  time  to  the  extreme  left  of  the 
enemy's  line  in  the  vicinity  of  Eair  Oaks  battlefield.  The 
Eleventh  had  little  to  do  on  this  move,  which  ended  in  a  repulse. 
A  cold  rain  fell  during  the  day,  and  the  spirits  of  the  men  were 
10 
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in  keeping  with  the  weather.  With  tliis  move,  ended  the  cam- 
paign of  1864,  so  far  as  the  Army  of  the  James  was  concerned. 
Soon  afterw^ard  it  went  into  winter  quarters.  In  November  the 
regiment  went  into  camp  in  the  rear  of  tlie  Hnes.  two  miles  north 
of  the  James  River,  where  it  remained  during  the  winter  organ- 
izing, refitting,  drilhng.  The  vacancies  caused  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  service  of  st)  many  men  were  filled.  At  this 
camp  stables  and  quarters  were  again  built.  During  the  winter 
the  command  was  thoroughly  drilled,  and  became  more  pro- 
ficient in  regimental  evolutions  than  probably  any  other  regiment 
in  the  army.  Large  details  for  picket  were  furnished  for  the 
right  of  the  line,  and  several  expeditions  of  minor  importance 
were  sent  out. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  been 
amended,  authorizing  her  citizen  soldiers  to  vote  in  the  field. 
Polls  were  opened  in  each  company.  The  Republican  candi- 
dates had  large  majorities  at  both  State  and  National  elections. 
Tidings  were  received  of  Sherman's  start  from  "Atlanta  to  the 
sea." 

In  addition  to  its  picket  duty,  the  Eleventh  made  frequent 
scouts  to  the  front  of  its  picket  line,  which  took  it  over  the 
battlefields  of  Glendale,  Frazier's  Farm,  or  Malvern  Hill. 
Bleaching  bones  of  the  unburied  dead  were  strewn  over  the  field 
of  Glendale ;  some  singly,  some  in  groups,  showing  where  the 
scenes  of  strife  had  been  fiercest — friend  and  foe  lay  side  by  side 
— scenes  of  strife  were  over — for  a  principle  each  had  died. 
Death  settles  all  differences  ;  principles  live  when  their  defenders 
are  dead,  and  the  world's  true  heroes  are  those  who  fight  the 
battles  where  principles  are  at  stake.  There  lay  the  uncovered 
dead,  to  lie  in  graves  marked  '"Unknown" — a  nation's  honored 
sons.  One  wearing  the  blue — the  other,  the  gray.  Out  of  the 
sacrifice  of  life  springs  a  great  nationality. 

In  February,  1S65,  from  the  nth  to  the  15th,  the  Eleventh, 
under  Lieutenant-colonel  Stratton,  made  an  expedition  into  Sur- 
rey and  Isle  of  Wight  Counties  to  intercept  a  Confederate  force 
which  was  expected  there,  but  no  enemy  appearing,  the  expedi- 
tion returned  after  three  days  of  hard  marching. 

During  the  expedition  the  cold  was  intense,  and  nuich 
suffering  was  felt.  First  Sergeant  Jones,  of  Company  C  :  Cor- 
porals Crawl  and  Jones,  of  Company  j\[ ;  Private  Bear,  of  Com- 
pany A,  and  Saylor,  of  Company  M,  were  killed  by  guerrillas  on 
the  expedition. 
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War  brings  its  privation ;  its  tread  is  heavy ;  its  voice  is 
thunder.  Nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  picket  line  of  the  cav- 
alry division  had  been  a  field  of  operation  during-  the  summer 
and  fall  of  1864,  destroying  the  scanty  crops  and  reducing  the 
people  to  want.  During  the  winter  months  it  was  not  uncom- 
mon to  see  women  patiently  gathering  scattered  grains  of  corn 
where  the  pickets  had  fed  their  horses  ;  pride  must  have  kept  them 
from  asking  relief  from  the  military  authorities,  which  would 
have  been  granted  to  feed  hungry  women  and  children.  On  the 
the  other  hand,  while  scouting  beyond  our  picket  line,  occasion- 
ally cart  loads  of  provision  were  captured  while  being  sent  by 
the  women  to  their  soldier  husbands  and  sons.  Frequently 
copies  of  Grant's  promised  reward  to  Confederate  soldiers  who 
entered  the  Union  ranks  were  concealed  among  the  victuals  in 
the  cart. 

During  the  next  fi\'e  or  six  weeks,  active  preparations  were 
made  for  what  all  felt  to  be  the  last  campaign.  In  ]\Iarch,  notice 
was  received  of  the  discharge  of  Major  Titus  for  disability,  and 
the  resignation  of  ^lajor  Cassels.  and  the  vacancies  were  filled 
by  the  promotion  of  Captains  McFarlan  and  ]\Ionroe.  On  the 
20th,  General  Kautz,  who  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  General 
Ord  (General  Ord  had  taken  the  place  of  General  Butler),  was 
replaced  by  Brigadier-general  R.  E.  ]\IcKenzie,  much  to  the  re- 
gret of  the  regiment.  General  Kautz  held  their  confidence.  The 
new  commander  had  won  his  star  at  Cedar  Creek.  On  the  25th 
and  26th,  the  division  was  at  Charles  City  Roads,  picketing  and 
scouting  the  roads  leading  to  Richmond,  while  General  Sheri- 
dan's conunand  crossed  the  Chickahominy  on  its  way  to  join  the 
armies  operating  against  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  The  27th 
and  28th  were  spent  in  preparing  for  the  final  start.  All  the  sup- 
plies, l)aggage,  and  military  stores  were  sent  to  Xorfolk  in  charge 
of  an  officer.  Ammunition  and  rations  were  issued,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  2Stli  the  Eleventh  bade  farewell  to  its  last  set  of 
winter  quarters,  and  started  with  the  division  for  the  extreme  left 
of  the  army,  southwest  of  Petersburg.  The  cavalry  division  did 
not  really  number  more  than  an  ordinary  brigade  in  men  and 
organization.  The  First  Brigade,  629  strong,  consisted  of  the 
Fifth  Pennsylvania,  and  Company  G,  of  the  Twentieth  New 
York;  the -Second  Brigade,  numbering  about  025  men,  con- 
sisted oi  the  Eleventh,  First  District  of  Columbia  Battalion,  and 
the  First  ^^laryland.  and  the  rest  of  the  1683  men  belonged  to 
Batter V  ^[.  First  United  States  Artillerv,  which  was  attached  to 


I4S  ELEVENTH  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRV. 

the  division.'  Tlie  command  marched  all  night,  halted  for  break- 
fact  the  next  morning  near  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad, 
after  which  it  moved  to  Humphrey's  Station,  where  it  remained 
until  evening.  The  next  two  days  were  spent  near  Ream's  Sta- 
tion, guarding  the  trains  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  which 
were  massed  there.  During  this  time  there  was  a  heavv  rainfall, 
making  it  generally  uncomfortable  for  all.  On  the  ist  of  April 
General  McKenzie  was  ordered  to  report  to  Sheridan,  and  then 
marched  at  3.30  a.  m.  for  Five  Forks,  by  way  of  Monk's  Xeck 
Bridge  and  Dinwiddie's  Court  Flouse.  When  near  the  latter 
place,  the  command  passed  Crook's  division  of  the  cavalry  corps 
which  had  been  engaged  the  previous  day  with  serious  loss.  The 
men  of  the  First  2^Iaine  who  had  been  transferred  from  the  first 
District  of  Columbia  cheered  their  old  comrades  of  the  Second 
Brigade  as  they  passed,  assuring  them  that  they  would  find  plenty 
of  fighting  at  the  front.  Two  or  three  miles  beyond  the  Court 
House,  a  by-road  was  taken  which  leads  into  the  White  Oaks 
Road,  three  miles  east  of  Five  Forks. 

At  I  p.  m.,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  White  Oak  Road, 
we  struck  the  enemy's  pickets,  and,  pushing  on,  soon  developed 
a  considerable  force  strongly  posted  in  rifle  pits  in  the  edge  of 
a  wood  along  the  road  named,  with  an  open  field  in  their  front. 
Major  McFarlan,  commanding  the  advance  battalion,  deployed 
Menzies'  squadron  (Companies  G  and  H)  on  the  right  and  left 
of  the  road,  mounted ;  and  Captain  Elliott's  squadron  (Com- 
panies F  and  B)  farther  to  the  right  and  left,  in  the  woods,  dis- 
mounted. The  remaining  six  companies  were  then  ordered  up 
under  Alajor  Skelley,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  regiment, 
to  support  the  advance  battalion.  As  soon  as  formed,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  enemy's  line.  Major  Monroe,  with 
two  squadrons  (Companies  A,  E,  K,  and  C),  was  directed  to 
charge  the  enemy's  position,  which  was  promptly  done,  the 
general  commanding  the  division  charging  at  the  head  of  the 
column.  The  squadron  moved  at  first  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  then  crossing  it  obliquely,  struck  the  left  of  the  enemy's 
position,  charging  over  the  works  into  the  road  and  driving  the 
enemy  out  in  confusion ;  meantime  Lieutenant  Meekins.  with 
Company  L,  liad  dislodged  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line ;  and  Cap- 
tain Ring,  with  part  of  his  company,  gallantly  charged  the 
enemy  for  a  considerable  distance  along  the  White  Oak  Road  to 
the  left.  Captain  Elliott  pushed  his  dismounted  men  rapidly 
across  the  road  into  the  wood,  driving  the  enemy  for  some  dis- 
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t.-mce.  3^Iajor  Skelly  supported  the  attack  with  Captain  Xim- 
nion's  squadron  (Companies  D  and  M),  moving  up  at  a  gallop  on 
the  right  of  the  line.  The  rebels  were  completely  dispersed  at 
every  point.  Their  number,  as  afterwards  ascertained,  was  600, 
double  the  number  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment. 

We  had  to  mourn  the  loss  in  this  charge  of  Major  Monroe 
and  Lieutenant  Alatthews,  mortally  wounded,  and  Captain  Lan- 
caster killed,  all  brave  and  gallant  officers,  who  fell  gloriously 
while  leading  their  men  to  attack.  Lieutenant  Wolfe  was  taken, 
prisoner,  having  pushed  out  too  far  on  the  left.  Our  loss,  other- 
wise, was  not  heavy. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  been  dispersed.  General  Mc- 
Kenzie  recalled  his  victorious  troops,  and  marched  towards  Five 
Forks,  and  reported  to  General  Sheridan  just  as  the  Fifth  Corps 
advanced  to  attack  the  enemy's  works.  Sheridan  ordered  Mc- 
Kenzie  to  swing  around  with  the  right  of  the  advance  infantry, 
and  gain  possession  of  the  Ford  Road  where  it  crosses  Hatcher's 
Run.  He  did  not  reach  the  Road  until  after  the  enemy  had  been 
dislodged,  but  was  in  time  to  capture  a  large  number  of  prisoners. 
After  nightfall,  the  pursuit  was  abandoned,  and  the  tired  troopers 
of  the  Eleventh  bivouaced  with  the  rest  of  the  division  some 
distance  north  of  the  five  forks  on  the  Ford  Road.  Later  in  the 
evening,  Captain  Ring,  with  Companies  A  and  K,  was  sent  to 
cross  Hatcher's  Run  by  a  ford  east  of  our  bivouac,  to  gain  the 
Southside  Railroad  and  destroy  as  much  as  possible,  but  the  ford 
was  too  strongly  guarded  to  venture  an  attack,  so  the  captain 
was  compelled  to  return  without  accomplishing  anything.  The 
scene  after  darkness  set  in  is  described  by  A.  D.  Richardson,  in 
his  life  of  Grant:  "After  dark,  Sheridan's  camp  was  a  scene  for 
a  painter.  Blazing  camp  fires  showed  where  the  wounded  of 
both  armies  were  being  borne  to  hospitals ;  huge  piles  of  cap- 
lured  small  arms,  cannons,  and  wagons ;  thousands  of  sad-eyed 
prisoners  huddled  together,  and  our  own  men  cooking  their  sup- 
pers, while  the  air  rang  with  their  jubilant  shouts.  It  had  been  a 
great  day,  and  every  one  on  the  victors'  side  felt  the  inspiration 
of  the  hour,  and  felt  the  end  was  near."  General  Sheridan  was 
the  idol  of  the  cavalry,  and  General  McKenzie  had,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  men,  ''won  his  spurs." 

During  the  day,  ^lajor  Monroe,  Captain  Lancaster,  Lieu- 
tenant Matthews,  and  four  t-nlisted  men  were  killed.  Colonel 
Spear  was  severely  wounded.-  Lieutenant  Wolf  and  several  other 
men  were  taken  prisoners. 
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About  daylight  on  the  2d,  Sheridan's  command  was  aroused 
by  the  terrific  artillery  and  nuisketry  firing,  which  accompanied 
the  successful  assault  in  front  of  Petersburg.  When  daylight  came, 
evidences  of  the  battle  on  the  day  before  were  seen — muskets" 
thrown  away,  a  captured  wagon  train,  and  other  battle  wreckage. 
Several  of  the  wagons  were  loaded  with  rations,  largely  bacon 
and  corn  bread.  The  men  appropriated  the  captured  rations, 
using  the  bacon  themselves,  and  feeding  the  corn  bread  to  the 
horses.  The  captured  Johnnies  were  given  a  good  meal  of 
Uncle  Sam's  providing  in  exchange  for  the  loss  of  their  own. 

The  battle  of  Five  Forks  ended  Colonel  Spear's  military 
service.  After  the  campaign  ended,  General  McKenzie  informed 
the  colonel  his  resignation  would  be  accepted.  Colonel  Evans, 
of  the  First  Maryland,  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1853  along 
with  Sheridan,  McPherson,  Kautz,  and  others;  a  brave  and 
capable  officer,  exceedingly  modest  and  unassuming. 

After  breakfast.  General  ]\IcKenzie's  command  marched  to 
Gravelly  Ford  on  Hatcher's  Run,  where  the  enemy  was  found  to 
be  strongly  posted  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  enemy  was 
flanked  out  of  his  position  by  General  Alerritt's  cavalry,  and  -Mc- 
Kenzie marched  to  Namozine  Road,  where  his  command 
bivouaced  for  the  night.  On  the  3d,  the  command  marched  to 
Leonard's  ]\Iill  on  the  Appomattox ;  during  the  day  news  of  the 
fall  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  also,  that  Lee's  army  was  in 
full  retreat,  was  joyfully  received.  The  Eleventh  picked  up  large 
numbers  of  stragglers  during  the  day.  The  First  District  of 
Columbia  was  more  fortunate,  capturing  a  four-gun  battery,  in 
addition  to  the  stragglers. 

''  ''Sheridan's  scouts  were  anomalous  creatures,  pre-eminently 
useful,  organized  as  a  small  battalion  under  the  command 
of  ]\Iajor  Young,  composed  of  soldiers  of  different  regiments, 
selected  for  their  fitness  for  this  particular  duty — a  body  of 
men  without  the  slightest  air  of  military  appearance,  but  whose 
services  in  this  and  other  campaigns,  though  not  conspicuous, 
were  most  constant  and  valuable.  They  were  known  everywhere 
as  'Sheridan's  scouts.'  Spreading  themselves  over  the  country 
in  groups  of  two,  three,  or  half  a  dozen,  they  covered  the  tlanks 
and  preceded  the  advance  of  every  colunni.  They  learned  every 
road,  bridge,  house,  church,  camp,  and  evers'  stable.  Xot  a  beast 
within  three  miles  of  Sheridan's  cavalry  escaped  their  inspection, 
and,  if  useful,  tlieir  appropriation.  'Constant  riding  made  their 
cliange  of  horses  frequeiul}'  necessary,  or  their  usetulne>>  in  re- 
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portinj^  tidings  had  been  seriously  impaired.  In  disguise,  they 
visited  everybody ;  were  at  home  in  every  house,  and  enjoyed 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night  that  unreserved  hospitality 
that  they  knew  well  how  to  engender.  Their  personal  attach- 
ment to  Sheridan  was  strong  and  reliable.  On  the  march  or  in 
action,  scarcely  an  hour  passed  that  they  did  not  bring  him  a 
report  from  distant  and  important  quarters.  They  visited  the 
enemy's  outposts,  rode  upon  his  wagon  trains,  spied  out  his 
camps,  and  encircled  the  cavalry  corps  with  a  network  of  eyes 
and  ears." 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  Eleventh  led  the  advance  of 
the  division ;  at  Deep  Creek,  the  advance  battalion  found  the 
enemy's  rear  guard  strongly  posted  on  the  opposite  bank.  A 
sharp  skirmish  ensued,  but  Corporal  Elliot  took  his  men  some 
distance  down  the  river,  and  flanked  the  enemy  out  of  his  posi- 
tion. The  bridge,  whicli  had  been  torn  up,  was  hastily  repaired, 
and  in  the  afternoon  the  march  was  resumed  toward  iVmelia 
Court  House.  The  cavalry  division  went  into  bivouac,  and  re- 
mained until  the  6th,  watching  the  enemy's  movements.  General 
McKenzie's  orders  were  to  be  w^atchful  and  demonstrate,  not 
push  the  enemy,  involving  nothing  more  than  an  occasional 
skirmish. 

The  delay  of  Lee's  army  at  Amelia  Court  House  was  caused 
by  failure  to  find  rations  and  forage  there  which  General  Dix 
had  been  ordered  to  send  from  Danville  when  Lee  found  the 
abandonment  of  his  lines  at  Richmond  and  Petersburg  to  be 
inevitable.  The  provisions  had  been  sent,  but  the  Confederate 
authorities  at  Tvichmond,  in  their  haste  to  get  away,  ordered  the 
trains  carrying  prisoners  to  proceed  to  General  Dix  without 
stopping  to  unload  at  the  Court  House ;  hence,  Lee  was  com- 
pelled to  halt  twenty-four  hours  to  collect  provisions  and  forage 
from  the  surrounding  country.  This  delay,  he  says,  was  fatal 
and  could  not  be  retrieved  ;  it  also  gave  Grant  time  to  occupy 
Burkeville,  and  so  prevent  Lee  from  following  his  tleeing  govern- 
ment to  Danville.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  McKenzie's  com- 
mand marched  to  Burkeville.  It  was  evident  from  the  numbers 
of  stragglers  picked  up  that  day  that  Lee's  army  was  becoming 
demoralized.     Most  of  the  \'irginians  fell  out  when  they  came  I 

to  their  homes  ;  others  were  lagging  behind,  due  to  extreme  ex-  ; 

haustion  caused  by  hunger;  some  fell  out  because  they  saw  that 
further  resistance  would  be  useless. 
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There  was  one  route  to  Danville  yet  open  to  Lee,  through 
Prince  Edward  Court  House,  but  Grant  also  had  it  in  niiiul,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th  sent  McKenzie's  command  to  the 
Court  House  to  watch  the  enemy  at  that  point.  The  First  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  the  Eleventh  led  the  way.  The  following 
description,  though  written  by  another  commander,  yet  describes 
well  the  day's  march: 

'Tt  rained  a  little,  just  to  keep  the  soil  soft,  make  things 
pleasant,  and  keep  the  crops.  Our  march  took  us  over  hill  and 
dale,  through  all  sorts  of  by-ways  and  v/ood  roads  for  the  first 
ten  miles  or  more,  until  we  gained  a  decided  thoroughfare  lead- 
ing to  Prince  Edvv-ard's  Court  House.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
Court  House,  we  found  that  McKenzie  had  arrived  from  the 
Army  of  the  James.  It  is  a  neat  little  town  of  one  broad  street, 
with  two  or  more  stores ;  twenty  or  thirty  houses  smuggled  in 
behind  hedges  of  evergreen  and  nestling  under  shadows  of  over- 
hanging boughs.  We  arrived  there  at  about  3  p.  m.,  and  massed 
the  command  for  lunch  and  rest,  as  twenty  miles  had  been  trav- 
eled since  morning  with  that  long,  swinging  walk  the  horses  had 
acquired  in  their  numerous  campaigns.  Early  in  the  war  a 
cavalry  column  was  a  sight  as  it  straggled  along  in  uneven  paces, 
keeping  none  for  more  than  a  minute,  when  from  a  decorous 
walk,  which  was  easy  to  man  and  beast,  they  would  break  into  a 
furious  gallop,  while  the  officers  sliouted  'Close  up!'  'Close  up!' 
Tin  pans  rattled,  sabres  swung  dangerously  to  and  fro ;  blankets 
slipped  from  backs  galled  into  shocking  sores  ;  tied  bags  split 
open,  and  oats  were  strewn  on  the  trampled  highway.  But  times 
had  changed :  ten  thousand  cavalry  could  march  on  one  road 
from  daylight  to  dark,  and  never  change  the  gait  in  a  single 
regiment ;  never  turn  a  single  hair.'' 

V  •  •  When  the  advance  of  McKenzie's  command  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Court  House,  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  was  encountered,  promptly  charged,  and  driven  through 
the  town,  leaving  behind  thirty-eight  prisoners.  Our  command 
halted  about  two  hours  at  the  Court  House,  during  which  time 
•  the  Fifth  Corps  came  up.  During  the  halt,  a  lady  informed  some 
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of  the  Eleventh  that  her  liusband  was  the  executioner  of  ]<>\m 
Brown,  and  was  anxions  to  know  what  would  be  done  should  he 
fall  into  our  hands.  She  was  afraid  that  her  husband  would  be 
burned,  and  begged  protection.  When  assured  that  no  harm 
would  befall  her  husband  ;  that  the  man  who  hanged  John  Brown 
was  of  no  more  importance  to  our  authorities  than  any  other 
soldier  or  citizen  of  Virginia;  that  he  would  fare  the  same  if 
captured,  she  thanked  the  men  and  went  away. 

While  here,  General  Sheridan  dismounted  at  the  fence  of 
an  old  gentleman  who  was  sitting  on  his  piazza,  scowling 
severely  as  we  rode  up.  He  was  a  typical  Southerner,  and 
bowed  stiffly  to  the  general,  who  nodded  carelessly,  sat  down  on 
.  a  step,  drew  out  his  map,  lighted  a  fresh  cigar,  and  asked  the 
'  old  gentleman  if  any  of  Lee's  men  had  been  there  to-day.  "Sir,'' 
he  answered,  "as  I  can  truly  say  that  none  have  been  seen  by 
me.  I  will  say  so ;  but  if  I  had  seen  any,  I  should  feel  it  my 
duty  to  refuse  to  reply  to  your  question.  I  cannot  give  you 
any  information  which  might  work  to  the  disadvantage  of  Gen- 
eral Lee."  This  neat  little  speech,  clothed  in  exceptional  dic- 
tion, which  had,  no  doubt,  been  awaiting  us  from  the  moment 
we  tied  our  horses  at  his  srate,  missed  fire  badlv.  It  was  very 
patriotic,  and  all  that ;  but  the  general  was  in  no  humor  to  chop 
patriotism  just  then,  so  he  only  gave  a  little  whistle  of  surprise, 
and  returned  to  the  attack  quite  unscathed.  '*How  far  is  it  to 
Buffalo  River?*'  ''Sir,  I  don't  know."  'The  devil  you  don't 
know!  How  long  have  you  lived  here?''  ''AH  my  life."  "Very 
well,  sir;  it  is  time  you  do  know.  Captain,  put  this  gentleman 
in  charge  of  a  guard,  and  when  we  move,  walk  him  down  to 
Buffalo  River,  and  show  it  to  him."  And  so  he  was  marched 
off,  leaving  us  a  savage  glance  at  parting,  and  that  evening 
tramped  five  miles  away  from  home  to  look  at  a  river  which  was 
as  familiar  to  him  as  his  own  name. 

There  was  no  indication  of  Lee  at  Prince  Edward,  and  at 
5  P.  M.,  Sheridan  sent  AIcKenzie  toward  Prospect  Station  on  the 
Lynchburg  Railroad,  to  see  if  the  enemy  was  moving  in  that 
direction.  ^IcKenzie  marched  to  Buffalo  River  and  bivouaced 
for  the  night;  here,  an  order  was  received,  reducing  his  division 
to  a  brigade,  and  temporarily  attaching  it  to  Crook's  division. 

Greeley  says  it  was  a  miscalculation  to  send  troops  to  Prince 
Edward  on  the  7th.  for  if  Lee  had  any  intention  of  trying  to 
reach  Danville  by  that  route,  he  had  abandoned  it,  and  was  strain- 
ing to  the  utmost  to  reach  Lvnc'n))nrg  by  way  of  Appomattox 
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,  Court  House.  But,  if  a  miscalculation,  it  was  a  fortunate  one. 
for,  at  nig-litfall.  Siieridan  was  ready  to  niake  the  splendid  march 
of  the  8th,  which  placed  his  squadrons  acro-s  I.ee's  line  of  re- 
treat at  Appomattox  Station,  and  held  his  advance  in  check.  Next 
morning.  Ord's  and  Griffin's  infantry  came  up.  On  the  Sth,  at 
4  A.  ^[.,  McKenzie  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Appomattox 
Court  House,  where  it  was  to  play  its  part  on  the  morrow. 
Colonel  Newhall  says  of  the  day's  march:  ''As  the  general 
(Sheridan)  gained  the  head  of  the  column  a  short  distance  from 
Prospect  Station,  one  of  Young's  scouts  met  us,  and  reported  that 
already  there  were  four  trains  of  cars  at  Appomattox  awaiting 
General  Lee,  which  the  general  heard  joyfully.  The  roads  were 
not  so  bad  as  usual ;  the  soil  was  sandy,  and  we  made  good  time. 
It  was  a  day  of  uneventful  marching,  and  we  hardly  saw  a  human 
being  all  the  way.  The  country  had  not  been  withered  by  war's 
blast,  and  the  tields  had  been  plowed  for  coming  crops,  fences 
were  up,  and  the  woods  had  their  growth  :  the  spare  farm-houses 
seemed  to  be  inhabited,  and  the  farms  to  be  tilled.  If  it  was 
not  the  garden  spot  of  the  world,  it  was  a  home  of  rude  plent\'. 
''Toward  sunset,  lively  cannonading  was  heard  in  the  distant 
front,  and  as  the  march  continued,  the  noise  of  rapidly  approach- 
ing railroad  trains  accompanied  the  continuous  whistling  of 
locomotives,  now  rapidly  approaching  us.  then  as  rapidly  re- 
ceding from  us  in  the  distance.  Of  course,  all  were  anxious  to  . 
know  the  meaning  of  such  unusual  proceedings ;  the  mystery 
was  explained,  howe\'er.  soon  after  nightfall,  when  tlie  command 
arrived  at  Evergreen  Station,  six  miles  south  of  Appomattox 
Court  House,  and  found  three  of  the  four  trains  (one  had  been 
burned)  which  Custer's  command  h.ad  captured  a  few  hours  be- 
fore at  Appomattox  Station.  The  captured  locomotives  had 
been  placed  in  charge  of  engineers  from  the  ranks  of  Custer's  i 

command,  with  orders  to  run  them  back  to  Farmville  during 
the  fight  which  followed.  The  engineers  were  running  the 
engines  back  and  forth,  whistling  like  demons,  to  give  vent  to 
their  joy.  General  Sheridan  happened  to  be  passing  just  as  they 
came  to  Evergreen  on  one  of  their  wild  rides,  and,  not  liking 
their  racket,  ordered  McKenzie  to  take  cliarge  of  the  trains, 
which  were  placed  in  charge  of  Captain  Trinp.  with  Companies 
E  and  K'.'  The  Eleventh,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  moved 
to  a  point  on  Plain  Run.  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  Court 
House,  and  went  into  bivouac  for  the  night.  Here  the  after- 
noon's operation^  were  learned.      In  addition  to  the  capture  of 


APPOMATTOX.  155 

llie  trains,  Custer's  comrnancl  had  captured  twenty-five  pieces  of 
artillery,  an  ambulance  train,  a  large  pack  of  army  wagons,  a 
large  number  of  prisoners;  and,  better  still,  it  was  squarely 
across  Lee's  line  of  retreat.  With  the  exception  of  Captain  - 
Elliot's  squadron,  which  was  sent  to  the  front  at  2  a.  m.,  Mc- 
Kenzie's  command  did  not  move  until  nearh'  7  a.  m.  on  the  9th. 
The  part  taken  by  the  Eleventh  is  described  in  Colonel  Stratton's 
report  of  the  campaign: 

'The  next  day,  I  supported  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  in 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  at  the  railroad,  to  the  left  of  the  Court 
House.  Two  or  three  men  were  slightly  wounded  in  the  affair. 
Moving,  via  Burkeville,  to  Prince  Edward  Court  House,  on  the 
7th,  we  there,  in  conjunction  with  Major  Baker's  battalion, 
captured  a  considerable  number  of  rebels,  including  two  or  three 
officers.  The  following  day  we  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Ap- 
pomattox Station,  on  the  Southside  Railroad,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th  moved  out  to  the  main  road  from  Appomattox  Court 
House  to  Lynchburg,  about  a  mile  westerly  from  the  Court 
House,  this  regiment  having  the  advance.  Captain  Nimmon's 
squadron  was  delayed,  dismounted,  and  pushed  across  the  road 
to  develop  the  enemy's  position.  I  moved  the  remainder  of  the 
regiments  into  the  wood  on  the  left,  dismounting  four  com- 
panies, under  ]\Iajor  Skelley,  holding  Captain  Ring's  squadron 
in  reserve,  mounted,  sending  Captain  Tripp  with  his  squad- 
ron to  watch  our  left.  About  twenty  minutes  after  Captain 
Nimmon  commenced  skirmishing,  I  discovered  the  enemy  push- 
ing out  about  a  brigade  of  infantry  from  the  woods  on  our  right. 
and  moving  down  the  slope  at  right  angles  to  our  line.  Chang- 
ing front  to  the  right,  I  opened  fire  with  some  effect,  but  receiving 
orders  in  a  few  minutes  to  fall  back,  retired  slowly  toward  the 
main  road.  Before  reaching  it,  however,  I  was  directed  to  deploy 
again,  about  200  yards  in  front  of  the  road,  to  protect  the  left 
flank,  which  I  did.  Captain  Ring's  squadron,  and  one  squad- 
ron under  Lieutenant  Cook,  were  formed  in  line  on  the  main 
road  to  repel  the  enemy,  who  were  following  closely  our  dis- 
mounted men,  retiring  under  their  orders  to  fall  back.  The 
<?nemy*s  cavalry  being  reported  moving  to  our  left  and  rear,   I  j 

sent  ALijor  rvIcFarlan  to  move  the  led  liorses  as  his  judgment  j 

might  direct  for  their  safety.     This  duty  he  creditably  performed,  | 

and   afterward   had   the   hctrses   ready   for   mounting  as   soon   as  I 

v.anted   by   me.       While   affairs   were   in   this   position,    Davies' 
T^rigade,  dismounted,  aided  by  our  dismounted  men,  rei)elled  the 
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attack  of  the  enemy  on  this  road.  At  this  moment,  some  of 
the  rebel  cavalry  dashed  in  upon  our  rear,  and  were  met  and 
checked  by  such  men  as  could  be  brought  up  in  line.  Almost 
at  the  same  time,  our  infantry,  a  part  of  the  Twenty-fourtli  - 
Corps,  advanced  in  line  from  the  woods  in  our  rear,  sweeping 
back  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  and  pushing 
beyond  us  toward  the  Court  House,  soon  left  us  in  the  rear. 
During  the  cavalry  attack,  Captain  Ring  made  a  dashing  charge 
on  a  superior  force  of  cavalry  in  our  rear  with  some  effect,  al- 
though I  had  no  mounted  men  at  hand  to  support  him.  Receiving 
orders  to  mount  the  regiment,  I  did  so  without  delay,  and.  under 
orders,  moved  down  the  road  about  a  mile  westerly  to  meet  the 
rebel  cavalry,  there  posted  across  the  road.  Before  any  decisive 
operations  were  commenced  at  this  point,  orders  to  suspend 
hostilities  were  received.  Although  a  portion  of  the  engagement 
was  quite  sharp  this  morning,  I  lost  but  one  man  killed  and 
three  or  four  wounded. 

"From  this  place,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  I  detached  Cap- 
tain Elliott's  squadron  to  search  for  artillery  supposed  to  be 
abandoned  bv  the  enemv  in  the  vicinitv  of  Red  Cross  Church." 

The  operations  which  took  place  on  the  morning  previous 
to  the  suspension  of  hostilities  are  least  understood  of  an\'  that 
took  place  during  the  entire  war :  for  all  were  so  elated  over  the 
termination  of  the  war  and  speedy  return  home,  that  the}'  gave 
the  details  of  the  engagement  no  thought  until  later  years,  when 
it  was  too  late  to  definitely  put  the  matter.     All  the  official  re-  - 

ports  of  the  Appomattox  campaign  are  meagre  in  their  account  of  '         ^ 

this  crowning  event. 

To  the  Eleventh  Pennsvlvania  Cavalrv  alone  belongs  the 
opening  of  the  closing  engagement  of  the  war.  Sergeant  J.  O. 
Ratliburn,  of  Company  ]\I,  and  a  detail  of  20  men.,  was  sent  for- 
ward to  develop  tlie  enemy.  When  past  the  Court  House  one- 
half  mile  he  encountered  the  rear  of  Lee's  command  and  was 
forced  back  to  our  lines,  gradually  leading  the  enemy  on  until 
he  was  near  our  lines,  there  the  last  man  was  wounded  in  the 
war,  as  directly  after  this  happened  the  flag  of  truce  appeared^ 
and  the  lighting  was  at  a  close. 

•  Sergeant  Rathburn  was  wounded  on  May  9th,  iSo.v  and 
taken  prisoner  in  the  Dismal  Swamp,  near  South  Mills,  and  was 
confmed  in  Libby  Prison  for  a  time,  and,  after  exch.ange,  re- 
turned to  his  company  and  continued  to  fight  until  he  as-istcd 
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in  tlio  closing  engagement  of  the  war,  and  was  discharged  with 
tlie  regiment  at  Camp  Cadwalader. 

McKenzie'  troops  were  astir  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
9t]i,  preparing  for  the  coming  figlit,  which  they  hoped  would 
end  the  war.  This  last  morning,  practically,  of  the  war  was  an 
ideal  one ;  the  sun  was  clear  and  bright,  the  air  was  cool  and 
fresli ;  evidences  of  an  early  spring  abounded  on  every  side. 
General  Crook  did  not  seem  to  be  in  any  hurry  to  put  McKenzie's 
brigade  in  position,  for  it  was  after  6  o'clock  when  it  moved  to  the 
front.  The  Eleventh  led  the  way.  The  command  crossed  Plain 
Run,  and  marched  across  the  open  fields  in  a  northerly  direction  to 
the  Lynchburg  Pike,  about  one  mile  west  of  the  Court  House, 
where  Lee  had  halted  for  the  night.  Some  distance  beyond  the 
pike,  the  enemy's  infantry  was  seen  advancing  in  force.  Mc- 
Kenzie immediately  dismounted  the  greater  part  of  his  troops, 
and  formed  them  across  the  pike :  but  he  had  not  fully  completed 
his  arrangements  by  conecting  his  right  flank  w'ith  General 
Smith's  left  (Crook's  Third  Brigade  commander)  before  the 
enemy  was  upon  him  in  superior  numbers.  Hoping  to  escape 
the  snare  of  General  Grant's  troops,  they  were  redoubling  every 
effort  to  break  through  our  lines,  and  escape  to  Lynchburg, 
eighteen  miles  distant.  Notwithstanding  the  stormy  resistance 
they  made,  Smith  and  McKenzie  were  fairly  swept  oft*  the  field. 
While  this  was  going  on,  General  Pltz  Lee,  with  the  greater  part 
of  tlie  enemy's  cavalry,  passed  around  our  left  flank,  and  at- 
tempted to  turn  Crook's  left  -by  a  vigorous  attack  upon  his  left 
rear,  but  the  contingency  had  been  provided  for.  General 
Davies"  brigade  was  on  hand  and  held  Fitz  in  check  until  help 
came.  McKenzie  and  Smith  were  driven  back  upon  Colonel 
Young's  supporting  brigade  (about  a  mile  from  where  McKenzie 
first  formed  his  line).  Doubleday's  colored  brigade  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  now  came  upon  the  field,  and  relieved  the  re- 
treating cavalry,  which  was  sent  to  help  Davies.  But  hostilities 
came  to  an  end  before  either  of  the  brigades  could  participate  in 
the  struggle,  and  Fitz  at  once  departed  for  Lynchburg.  Our 
cavalry  bivouaced  on  nearly  the  same  ground  it  occupied  at  the 
close  of  the  engagement.  Captain  Elliot's  squadron  was  de- 
tailed from  the  regiment  nbout  2  a.  m.  on  the  7th,  and  had  an 
engagement,  which  Elliot  describes. 

Captain  Elliot's  account  of  the  battle: 

"On  the  night  of  the  8th,  after  the  capture  of.  and  near 
Appomattox    Station,    received    orders    from    regimental    head- 
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quarters  to  be  in  rcadlticss  to  move  with  squadron  promptly  at 
2  o'clock,  A.  M.  At  the  appointed  hour,  moved  out.  under  the 
guidance  of  a  staff  officer,  in  connection  with  two  guns  oi  Bat- 
tery :\I,  l^rst  Regulars,  to  take  an  advanced  position  on  our 
front,  for  the  coming  day's  action.  Our  course  was  apparently 
northward,  and  passing  the  bivouac  of  no  other  troo[)s  while 
en  route  to  our  post. 

''We  were  assigned  a  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  Lynch- 
burg Road,  approximately  one-half  mile  west  of  Appomattox 
Court  House,  on  a  high  CMSt-and-west  ridge,  whose  northern 
face  was  very  abrupt,  and  partially  covered  A\ith  low  brush. 
By  the  officer  in  charge,  the  enemy's  camp  fires  were  pointed 
out  on  our  immediate  front — north  and  east.  I  was  asked  if  my 
'squadron  would  handle  by  bugle,'  and  giving  an  affirmative 
reply,  was  directed  to  deploy  along  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and 
cover  as  much  front  as  possible,  and  to  contest  every  foot  of 
ground.  No  mention  was  made  of  other  forces,  and  we  pre- 
sumed we  were  an  advanced  outpost  or  picket ;  and,  except 
the  battery,  which  had  gone  into  position  along  tlie  ridge  further 
to  the  right,  presumed  we  were  alone,  and  which  is  now  believed 
to  be  correct.  Noting  the  absence  of  other  troops,  and  the 
isolated  position  of  the  battery,  made  inquiry  as  to  its  support, 
and  was  answered,  'Pay  no  attention  to  the  battery,  but  keep- 
up  your  front  and  retard  the  enemy.'  After  which,  this  officer 
left  us. 

"Our  position  not  admitting  the  use  of  mounted  men,  the  led 
horses  were  ordered  to  the  rear,  and  directed  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  command.  Company  B  was  deployed  along  the  crest 
of  the  ridge,  with  Company  I  upon  its  immediate  right,  and  both 
companies  some  distance  to  the  left  of  the  battery,  and  all  facing 
northward.  At  4  o'clock,  a.  ^^.,  with  not  more  than  60  carbines, 
with  seven  cartridges  to  each,  we  were  in  readiness  and  con- 
templating the  possibilities  of  the  coming  day.  There  was  the 
enemy — this,  his  line  of  retreat — a  fight  was  inevitable. 

"The  dawn  disclosed  to  us  on  our  front  a  small  valley,  with 
a  gradually  rising  ground  covered  with  low  pines  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  from  these  pines  emerging  a  compact  body  of  troops,  in 
close  order,  apparently  in  battle  line,  as  distinguished  by  seven 
battle  flags,  the  light  hardly  sufficient  to  disclose  their  order,  and 
niovinir  southward  at  right  angles  with  the  Lynchburg  Road, 
and  direct  toward  our  front.  The  troops  moved  steadily  forward 
and  took  up  the  charge,  without  musketry,  as  soon  as  our  two- 
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guii  battery  opened  npon  them.  Our  carbineers,  under  orders  to 
hold  their  fire  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  ammunition,  opened 
a  httle  later  at  close  range,  but  with  no  apparent  effect  upon  the 
enemy.  There  being  a  depres.^ion  in  the  ridge  to  the  right  of 
the  battery,  the  charging  column  slightly  obliqued,  to  more" 
easily  gain  the  ridge  at  this  point.  There  being  nothing  to  op- 
pose, the  ridge  was  soon  gained,  our  flank  turned,  and  our  guns 
captured.  Xo  assistance,  under  our  orders,  could  have  been 
rendered,  even  had  our  force  been  adequate.  To  have  reached 
the  enemy,  after  gaining  the  ridge,  from  our  position,  it  would 
have  been 'necessary  to  have  fired  through  the  ranks  of  our 
friends;  to  have  charged  .with  but  a  handful  of  men  would 
have  been  utter  folly.  The  battery  was  ably  and  gallantly 
handled,  their  misfortune  having  been  their  position.  To  save 
our  horses,  we  immediately  fell  back,  part  of  the  time  moving  on 
a  parallel  with,  and  almost  side  by  side  with  the  Confederates, 
our  course  a  little  west  of  south.  We  rallied  on  a  small  clearing, 
in  which  was  a  temporary  structure,  and  reformed. 

^'At  this  point.  Major  Skelly,  of  our  regiment,  came  up  from 
the  rear,  and  hastily  pointed  out  a  rapidly  moving  column  of 
Confederate  cavalry,  coming  down  a  road  running  north  and 
south,  and  close  upon  our  right  flank.  The  squadron  was 
quickly  faced  to  meet  their  charge,  and  gallantly  repulsed  them. 
A  battle  flag  that  fell  with  its  trooper,  and  which  had  been 
charged  over  by  our  men  in  the  pursuit,  and  now  to  the  rear, 
was  picked  up  by  one  of  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 
— an  orderly  of  some  surgeon, — whicli  had  just  come  upon  the 
field  from  the  rear,  while  its  captains  were  reforming  for  another 
assault.  This  squadron  lost  the  honor  of  this  trophy,  but  with 
an  aggressive  enemy  in  front,  that  greater  honor  of  duty  first — 
the  mark  of  the  true  soldier — was  theirs. 

*'At  this  time,  probably  near  8  o'clock,  and  not  later  than  9, 
the  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  the  first  troops  of  our  own  we  had 
encountered  during  the  morning,  came  up  from  our  rear.  The 
commanding  otficer  of  one  of  its  regiments,  possibly  of  General 
Foster's  command.  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  called  out:  Tall  in  with. 
us,  and  go  in.  and  we'll  give  them  hell.'  It  was  a  grand  charge, 
and  a  long  one.  The  batteries  of  the  Confederates  immediately 
opened,  but  we  moved  on  and  up.  sw^eeping  everything  before 
ns,  until  the  crest  of  the  hill  was  reached  and  the  end  came. 
A  few  moments  later,  a  flag  of  truce,  carried  by  a  horseman, 
passed    along    our    front    from    east    to    west,    crying:    'Cca^c 
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hostilities  T  Xo  explanation  was  necessary,  for  there,  before  us, 
lay  the  shattered  Army  of  Northern  \'irginia,  and  beyond  and 
a  little  to  the  right,  Jts  wagon  train. 

*'No  attempt  will  be  made  to  portray  the  grandeur  of  the 
scene,  or  describe  the  unutterable  joy  of  either  captor  or  captive 
— it  w^as  home  to  both. 

"A  negro  sergeant,  at  the  head  of  his  column  that  had  just 
come  up,  hot  and  dusty  from  hard  marching,  and  looking  a 
veritable  Ajax,  stood  speechless,  his  gun  fell  from  his  hand,  and 
unconscious  of  the  act  or  the  presence  of  his  colonel,  pulled  from 
his  haversack  a  piece  of  pork,  and,  with  an  indescribable  joy  upon 
his  face,  threw  it  with  all  his  force  into  the  air,  to  catch  and 
repeat.     To  him  heaven  was  very  close — it  was  freedom ! 

"In  conclusion,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  state  that 
the  courage  and  soldierly  bearing  of  this  squadron  throughout  the 
day  was  above  praise.  Few  in  numbers,  confronted  by  an  enemy 
made  desperate  by  his  condition,  without  food  or  rest,  little  or 
no  ammunition,  and,  notwithstanding  these,  performed  every 
duty  that  devolved  upon  it  with  promptness  and  alacrity.  Real- 
izing that  the  blood  of  their  fathers  had  given  them  a  govern- 
ment, they  willingly  tendered  their  own  to  preserve  it." 

The  captain  errs  in  saying  that  the  orderly  who  got  the 
Confederate  flag  belongs  to  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifle- 
men, as  that  regiment  was  not  in  the  Appomattox  campaign; 
the  orderly  probably  belonged  to  the  Second  New  York  Mounted 
Riflemen,  which  was  stationed  not  far  from  Elliot. 

Toward  night,  Lieutenant  Wolfe,  of  Company  E,  who  had 
been  captured  at  Five  Forks,  and  a  number  of  enlisted  men  who 
were  captured  during  the  campaign,  returned  to  the  regiment 
well  nigh  starved,  having  subsisted  on  a  meagre  supply  of 
parched  corn  during  their  captivity.  A  few  of  our  late  enemies 
came  to  our  bivouac  durinc--  the  afternoon  who  were  cordiallv 
welcomed  and  well  fed.  The  war  was  over:  Confederate  and 
Union  were  henceforth  to  live  under  one  flag ;  though  for  a  while 
one  would  feel  the  pain  of  defeat.  The  Confederates  had  been 
brave  soldiers,  and  were  so  treated  ;  they  had  fought  against  the 
flag  they  would  one  day  fight  under.  Four  years  of  bloody  war, 
with  its  desolation,  pain  and  death — its  memories  all  would 
gladly  forget ;  at  last  the>'  met  in  common  when  began  the 
era  of  a  new  national  sentiment,  ^fany  years  would  pass  be- 
fore the  gulf  would  be  bridged,  all  feeling  buried.  Great 
traGfedies  would  he  enacted  before  the  words,  "Come,  let  us  have 


•  \ri'' 


V.h  ■.. 


' 

■.■;,•; 

.#?^*^-'  ■  ■ 

Irt 


i 


CAPTAIN  C.  W.  BUTTZ. 


APPOMATTOX.  l6l 

peace"  would  be  felt  in  their  deep  signiticance ;  as  the  shedding 
of  blood  had  separated,  so,  the  shedding  of  blood  would  unite. 
Both  had  their  heroes,  their  idols,  and  would  keep  them ;  as 
soldiers,  they  had  fought;  as  brave  men,  they  would  become 
friends,  with  no  North,  no  South,  but  one  people. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  cavalry  brigade  set  out  for 
Lynchburg,  and  when  the  advance  arrived  near  the  city,  the 
mayor  and  a  number  of  influential  citizens  met  it,  surrendering 
the  town  to  General  ?vIcKenzie.  The  brigade  and  the  Eleventh, 
preceded  by  its  band,  made  a  triumphal  entry  into  the  city  ;  in 
a  few  instances  the  national  flag  was  displayed,  which  was  greeted 
with  ringing  cheers.  Upon  entering  the  town,  Major  Stratton 
was  placed  in  command  with  orders  to  take  possession  of  the 
property  of  the  late  Confederacy.     During  the  stay  at  Lynch-  i 

burg,  particular  care  was  taken  to  assure  the  inhabitants  that  we  j 

came  as   friends.     Strict   order   was   maintained;   pillaging   was  | 

repressed  by  an  order  directing  that  any  person  caught  in  the  j 

act  would  be  immediately  shot.     Our  stay  was  too  brief  to  make  j 

very  much  of  an  impression  upon  the  people,  for  on  the  i6th 
the  entire  command  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Richmond, 
which  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  marches  •  made  by  the 
Eleventh.  The  weather  was  pleasant — no  war  alarms — no  haste 
— an  excursion  trip. 

The  first  nie;ht  out,  news  of  Lincoln's  assassination  was  re- 
ceived — for  several  days  regarded  as  a  mere  rumor.  It  seemed 
impossible  to  believe  there  was  any  one  so  depraved  as  to  de- 
liberately kill  the  great-hearted  Lincoln. 

After  the  evening  duties  were  attended  to,  the  regiment's 
band  gave  a  concert,  which  brought  out  the  people  in  large 
numbers,  who  showed  Httle  bitterness  over  their  defeat — in  fact, 
nearly  all  said  they  were  glad  that  war  was  at  an  end.  Perhaps, 
they  were  like  an  old  lady  who  attended  one  of  the  concerts  ;  in 
a  conversation  with  Colonel  Stratton  she  remarked  that  she  al- 
ways knew  that  whatever  side  the  Lord  favored  would  win,  but 
she  wished  the  Lord  had  been  on  their  side. 

Much  of  the  march  was  over  the  ground  of  the  campaign 
just  closed.  But  there  was  another  phase  to  be  seen:  those  who 
had  met  us  in  battle  were  busy  repairing  the  damage  wrought  by 
war;  in  tields  over  which  armies  had  trod,  plows  were  turning  up 
the  soil  for  spring  crops.  Four  long  years  had  worked  harm; 
fields,  had  been  deserted;  they  had  worn  the  gray  through 
bloody  fields;  hands  that  had  carried  arms  now  were  more  peace- 
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fully  cn.c^ai^ed.  W'c  bivoiiaced  at  lUirkcville.  bin  under  difTcrcnt 
scenes  than  a  }car  l)cfore.  .\t  Amelia  Court  Mouse,  where  the 
command  skirmished  with  Lee's  pickets,  several  hundred  cais- 
sons, partly  destro\e'l.  stood  as  silent  witnesses  of  the  stern  ne- 
cessity that  had  faced  their  leader  when  he  failed  to  find  sup- 
plies for  his  hungry  men  and  animals.  At  Flat  Creek  Bridge 
and  Chula  Station,  the  men  could  look  upon  the  field  of  their 
operations  on  Kautz's  second  raid  of  the  preceding  year.  Xo 
longer  were  these  lands  alive  with  armed  hosts.  No  longer 
were  the  bridges  watched  with  zealous  eyes.  Xo  longer  were 
men  marching  to  death.  No  longer  did  foes  vie  for  supremacy. 
The  very  lands  had  been  made  the  altars  of  Union.  Richmond 
was  reached  on  the  24th. 

The  dismounted  tiien  who  had  been  left  at  the  winter  camp 
joined  their  regiment ;  they  had  entered  Richmond  on  the  morn- 
ing" of  the  y\.  and  had  an  ex])erience  of  their  own  to  relate.  The 
people  of  Richmond  did  not  at  once  fall  in  love  with  their  new 
masters ;  the  rougher  element  abounded,  and  encounters  with 
our  own  men  were  common.  Some  even  were  robbed  of  life, 
usually  by  poisoning.     The  Eleventh  lost  one  man. 

Sherman's  army  passed  through  Richmond  on  its  way  to 
the  grand  review. 

Colonel  Stratton  was  sent  to  Staunton  to  parole  General 
Rosser's  command  and  take  possession  of  all  propert)  which  had 
belonged  to  the  late  Confederacy.  Arriving  there  on  the  roth, 
he  found  General  Duval,  with  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
from  the  army  of  the  Shenandoah  in  possession  oi  the  place,  and 
attending  to  the  duties  which  had  been  assigned  to  Colonel 
Stratton.  The  colonel  returned  as  far  as  Charlottesville,  and  on 
the  16th  was  given  charge  of  the  adjacent  countrw 

In  the  meantime  Colonel  Spear  had  resigned  and  Lieuten- 
ant-colonel f^tratton  was  commissioned  to  fill  th  -  \acancy.  The 
new  rank  imposed  no  new  duties  ujjon  the  col  nel.  for  he  had 
been  in  conmiand  of  the  regiment  for  some  tin^  •.  except  a  brief 
interval  after  the  battle  of  Darbytown  Road,  where 

After  Colonel  Stratton  assumed  his  new  command  until 
late  in  Julw  several  companies  of  the  Eleventh  were  detache'l 
foi"  duty  in  the  adjacvnt  towns  an<l  counties  :  the  rest  were  sta- 
tioned at  Charlotte--\'ille.  the  head<|uarters  of  the  sub-district. 
The  duties  of  the  various  connnands  were  as  follows,  to  accjuaint 
themselves  as  rapidly  as  possil>le  with  the  conditions  and  neces- 
sities  of  the  C(3untry   under   their  charge  ;   to   ket  p   the   negroes 


.      APPOMATTOX.  163 

with  tlu'ir  old  masters  where  satisfactory  arrangements  could  be 
made;  to  make  arrangements  for  keeping  and  emploving  all  for 
\vli<.)m  employment  could  not  be  found  :  to  repress  all  disorder, 
and  to  prevent  pillage ;  to  look  properly  after  the  interests  oi 
the  people,  and  in  every  way  possible  add  to  the  security,  com- 
fort, and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

However,  the  men  wished  to  go  home  ;  they  had  enlisted  to 
put  down  the  rebellion  ;  now,  that  their  work  was  done,  thev 
wanted  to  return.  A  few  left  without  getting  a  discharge,  and 
were  obliged  to  abide  by  the  outcome  incident  to  desertion,  until 
Congress  came  to  their  relief,  a  few  years  later,  granting  them  an 
honorable  discharge  from  the  date  of  their  leaving  the  service. 

Towards  the  last  of  July,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Rich- 
mond for  muster  out,  where  it  arrived  on  the  3d  of  August,  going 
into  camp  near  ^Manchester.  On  the  13th,  the  regiment  was 
mustered  for  discharge,  and  the  next  day  embarked  for  Balti- 
more. At  Fortress  ]\Ionroe,  Company  L,  from  the  eastern 
shores  of  A'irginia,  rejoined  it.  On  the  17th,  the  regiment  ar- 
rived in  Philadelphia,  encamped  at  Camp  Cadwalader ;  on  the 
19th,  was  discharged,  and  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
became  historic. 

It  was  a  common  slur  among  the  infantry  that  you  never 
saw  a  dead  cavalryman.  Theirs  was  a  different  task  ;  their  sphere 
was  the  raid  ;  the  infantry,  the  hard  campaign.  Both  did  their 
dutv.  The  roster  of  the  re""iment  shows  that  1,800  ofBcers  and 
men  performed  their  four  years  of  service  in  the  held.  The 
bodies  of  120  men  were  left  in  Southern  lands,  130  died  of  wounds 
in  Union  and  Confederate  hospitals;  12  of  its  officers  had  fallen 
in  battle,  ^vlajor  Stewart  Monroe,  of  McKenzie's  staff,  and  an 
officer  of  the  regiment,  led  the  last  cavalry  charge  on  the  \)ih 
oi  April,  near  Appomattox  Court  House,  and  was  one  of  the 
last  men  killed  in  battle. 

The  war  was  over,  the  Southland  covered  with  battlefields 
and  the  ravages  of  war  ;  the  Northland  had  passed  under  dark 
skies.  Brave  sons  from  the  flower  lands  of  the  South  and  the 
tir  lands  of  the  Xorth  had  fallen  together  in  deadly  combat.  The 
South  had  its  sorrows  ;  the  Xorth  had  its  sorrows.  Xot  for  glory 
had  they  fought :  many  a  brave  man  slept  in  a  lonely  grave  or 
crowded  trench,  bearine:  one  mark:  "Unknown."  From  field 
and  sliop.  from  factory  and  office,  from  lowly  walks  and  honored 
paths,  they  had  assem1)led  to  die  with  no  title  to  their  name 
save  "the  countrv's  brave."     Thev  fought  not  for  gold,  not  for 
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Spoil,  not  for  fame — perhaps,  all  were  not  so  moved.  In  com- 
mon cause  for  one  great  principle  they  stood,  showing  to  the 
world  how  volunteers  can  dare  and  die.  Fields  were  wet  with 
blood,  that  Union  and  Liberty  might  stand  unchallenged. 

Those  four  years  of  strife  belong  to  the  annals  of  the  world 
— greater  than  the  wars  of  Ccesar,  or  the  conquests  of  Alexander  ; 
more  glorious  than  the  triumphs  of  an  ambitious  Napoleon ; 
more  lasting  than  the  victories  of  Cromwell.  The  world  will 
read  and  wonder  at  the  shock  which  dyed  the  rivers  of  this  land 
with  blood,  and  filled  the  land  with  national  cemeteries.  Some 
will  study  it  from  the  standpoint  of  military  strategy,  and  will 
pronounce  it  the  climax  of  plays  and  counterplays,  advances  and 
retreats,  that  ever  surged  back  and  forth  on  the  world's  broad 
acres.  Some  will  turn  back  its  record  pages  to  find  deeds  of 
valor ;  nor  will  they  be  disappointed — its  heroes  are  legion.  The 
glory  of  this  strife  was  in  the  simple  devotion  of  its  citizen 
soldiery,  in  the  spontaneous  response  of  a  patriotism  that  feared 
no  danger,  that  counted  not  the  cost.  Though  they  went  forth 
from  happy  homes,  whose  thresholds  they  never  again  would 
cross,  by  whose  hearthstones  they  never  again  w^ould  while  away 
the  winter's  evening,  they  found  a  higher  sphere,  they  crossed  a 
greater  doorway — the  way  of  duty. 

Long  years  have  passed  since  the  scenes  of  this  short  sketch 
were  enacted.  Many  of  the  comrades  have  answered  to  the  last 
roll-call,  have  entered  those  tents  whose  curtains  never  outward 
swing.  The  ranks  are  thinner  than  when,  in  '65,  the  members 
of  the  Eleventh  were  mustered  out.  The  fields  that  once  groaned 
beneath  the  dead  and  dying  are  now  boasting  their  fruitage. 
The  mountains  that  once  frowned  upon  discordant  States,  now 
stand  the  serene  guardians  of  the  the  people's  liberties.  The  flag 
that  once  was  fired  upon  by  rebellious  subjects  is  the  flag  of  a 
nation's  heart.  Petersburg  and  /\ppomattox  are  memories,  but 
the  principles  decided  on  those  fields  of  strife  are  the  eternal 
monuments  of  their  fame.  All  honor  to  the  men  who  fought  the 
nation's  battles  and  stood  in  the  breach — honor  for  the  men  who 
led,  honor  for  the  men  who  fought. 

''These  shall  resist  the  empire  of  decay, 
W^ien  time  is  o'er,  and  worlds  have  passed  away : 
Cold  in  the  dust,  the  perished  heart  may  lie. 
But  that  which  warmed  it  once  can  never  die." 
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Colonel  Josiah  Harlan  was  born  in  1808,  and  was  educated 
for  the  medical  profession.  He  was  a  native  of  Delaware. 
Colonel  Harlan  had  served  under  the  ruler  of  Afghanistan,  or- 
ganizing a  body  of  20,000  horsemen.  He  overran  Beloochistan, 
whose  ruler  was  a  m.an  of  no  mean  ability.  On  one  of  these  raids 
he  carried  a  small  mountain  howitzer  up  into  the  Himalaya  moun- 
tains, drawing  a  small  American  flag  from  his  bosom,  saluted 
it  with  the  howitzer,  which  involved  him  in  trouble  with  the 
Afghanistan  chief.  Colonel  Harlan's  idea  was  to  overrun  the 
South  with  cavalry,  and  had  it  not  been  for  his  age  and  lack  of 
means,  perhaps  he  had  organized  a  mounted  force  which  would 
have  proved  a  terror  to  the  South. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Spear  w^as  a  native  of  Boston,  Mass. 
In  1839  he  enlisted  in  the  Second  United  States  Dragoons,  and 
served  as  private,  corporal,  sergeant,  and  first  sergeant  of  Com- 
pany A  up  to  1844.  During  his  enlistment  he  served  in  the 
war  against  the  Florida  Indians  which  resulted  in  their  being 
removed  to  the  Indian  Territory.  Sergeant  Spear  re-enlisted 
in  1848  and  served  until  1858,  when  he  was  discharged,  having 
attained  the  rank  of  major  sergeant.  During  this  time  he  was 
engaged  in  the  numerous  wars  w^ith  the  Indians,  and  was  with  the 
Utah  expedition  under  General  Albert  S.  Johnson.  From  June 
nth  to  December  15th  he  served  as  private  in  the  ordnance  de- 
partment. He  enlisted  in  the  Second  United  States  Cavalry  and 
was  discharged  as  first  sergeant  of  Troop  F,  August  5th.  1861, 
to  enter  Colonel  Harlan's  regiment.  Inducements  had  been 
made  to  Colonel  Spear  drawing  him  into  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice, but  they  were  unheeded.  When  Colonel  Harlan  was  mus- 
tered out  in  1862,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spear  succeeded  him. 
His  long  service  in  the  old  army,  especially  at  regimental  head- 
quarters, gave  him  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  administration  ; 
of  a  regiment  and  mounted  tactics.  Spear  was  throughout  the  | 
war  the  regiment's  instructor,  commander,  hero.  Individually  j 
one  of  the  bravest  men  of  the  war,  he  was  beloved  bv  his  men  j 
who  at  any  time  would  have  followed  him  to  death.  He  had  his  I 
faults,  but  was  always  a  good  fighter.     The  name  of  Colonel                   ; 
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Spear  and  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  will  ever  be  linked 
together.  He  was  breveted  for  conspicuous  gallantry  at  Darl)y- 
town.  October  7th,   1864. 

Colonel  Spear  and  the  Eleventh  Ca\alry  were  probably  better 
known  amoncr  the  rebels  than  anv  other  colonel  and  rej^iment  in 
our  army.  As  evidence  of  this,  when,  after  the  fight  at  Ream's 
Station,  June  29th.  1864,  Captain  Roberts  was  wounded  and  cap- 
tured, the  Rebel  War  Department  sent  a  committee  to  Peters- 
burg to  find  out  if  the  party  by  the  name  of  Roberts  was  not 
Colonel  Spear,  as  they  felt  sure  they  had  captured  Spear,  and 
were  overjo\ed  in  this  belief.  When  they  arrived  Roberts  had 
died  and  they  were  very  much  downcast,  as  they  fully  believed 
they  had  the  Spear  that  had  caused  them  so  much  trouble  and 
expense. 

Lieutenant  Barclay  was  wounded  and  captured  in.  the  same 
fight.  While  in  the  hospital  at  Columbus,  S.  C,  a  rebel  chaplain 
asked,  '*To  what  command  do  you  belong?"  ''I  belonged  to 
Colonel  Spear's  regiment,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry." 
"Oh,  no,  it  is  not  possible  that  you  belonged  to  those  devils." 
So  it  appears  that  their  knowledge  and  dread  of  Spear  and  his 
men  were  better  known  than  anv  other  resfiment  in  the  whole 
army. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  George  Stetzel  was  a  Pennsylvanian 
from  near  Carlisle.  He  had  served  an  enlistment  in  the  re2:i- 
ment  of  mounted  riflemen,  reaching  the  ranlc  of  corporal. 

Major  Samuel  P.  Wetherill  was  a  fighting  Quaker  from 
Bethlehem,  a  thorough  gentleman  in  every  particular.  He  was 
promoted  lieutenant-colonel,  and  assigned  as  chief  or  staff  to 
General  Kautz. 

Little  is  known  of  ^Major  Runyon.  His  service  with  the 
reeinient  ended  in  March.  1862,  when  he  was  detached  and 
resigned  in  September  of  that  year. 

Company  E  was  organized  at  Troy.  Pa.,  August  24th,  1861  ; 
mustered  into  United  States  service  at  Philadelphia  on  tlie  20th  ; 
marched  w  ith  the  regiment  to  Washington,  D.  C,  thence  across 
the  Potomac  to  Ball's  Cross  Roads  :  was  among  the  first  com- 
panies e(juij)i)cd.  and  were  sent  with  one  other  coni()any.  under 
i\rajor  Wetherill.  to  report  to  General  O.  O.  Howard  at  or  near 
Bloomsburg.  prejiarator}"  to  marching  down  through  Maryland: 
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this  being'  the  first  expedition  in  which  any  companies  of  the 
T\\L^inient  partici[)ate(l. 

Company  F  was  one  of  the,  five  companies  sent  up  the  Pen- 
insula in  the  spring-  of  1862  to  co-operate  with  General  McCIel- 
lan's  army  in  the  campaign  against  Richmond.  \'a. ;  constituted 
tlie  advance  guard  during  a  reconnaisance  from  Suftolk,  Va..  to 
the  Blackw^ater  in  the  fall  of  1862,  and  was  the  first  company 
in  the  regiment  to  be  under  artillery  fire  ;  took  an  active  part  in 
the  first  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Deserted  House,  \'a.. 
January,  1863.  In  January,  1863.  by  request  of  General  \^eile, 
commanding  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  Company  F  was  detailed  for  special 
or  detached  service  and  ordered  to  report  to  him.  Were  sta- 
tioned on  the  Elizabeth  River  and  at  Deep  Creek  on  special  duty 
for  about  five  months.  Had  the  honor  of  capturing  General  \Vm. 
H.  Fitz-Hugh  Lee  near  Richmond,  June  25th,  1863,  who  was 
held  as  a  prisoner,  and  afterwards  as  a  hostage,  preventing  there- 
by the  enemy  from  shooting  Union  prisoners  under  the  plea  of 
retaliation,  etc.  March  4th,  1864.  captured,  near  Six-mile 
Ordinary  (on  the  Peninsula)  the  noted  guerrilla,  Frank  Cotton, 
who  was  shot  as  an  outlaw,  having  killed  many  Union  pickets. 
Privates  Joe  Allen  and  James  Van  Buskirk  had  a  hand-to-hand 
battle  with  this  desperado,  who  refused  to  surrender  until  shot 
down.  About  this  time  General  Kilpatrick  asked  Colonel  Spear 
for  a  squadron  of  picked  men  to  march  to  King  and  Queen  Court 
House  and  punish  the  enemy  there  for  a  reported  capture  and 
murder  of  Union  soldiers.  Colonel  Spear  replied:  "My  men 
are  all  picked  men,  and  could  be  relied  on  to  do  anything  re- 
quired." Companies  F  and  M  were  detailed  for  this  special 
service.  Captain  Looinis  in  command.  They  met  the  Xinlli 
\"irginia  Cavalry,  charged,  and  drove  them  from  the  field,  cap- 
turiiig  eight  prisoners,  etc. 

In  Grant's  campaign,  beginning  ■May,  1864,  Company  F 
took  an  active  part;  were  in  the  engagement  at  Jarrett's  Station, 
under  General  Kautz  ;  assisted  in  destroying  raih'oads  and  other 
property,  and.  al)Out  May  lOth.  joined  General  Butler's  command 
at  City  Point,  \'a..  ^\■here  the}'  continued  to  operate  with  lUuler's 
army.  June  8th.  1864.  Company  F  was  selected  by  Colonel  Spear 
U)  charge  the  breastworks  on  the  Jerusalem  Plank  Road,  near 
Petersburg.  \'a.  Sergeant  Lamb  was  killed  and  six  men 
wounded  in  this  charge.  Company  F  took  an  active  part  in  the 
celebrated  Wilson  raid.  Field  the  left  of  the  line  during  the  en- 
gagement   at   Stanton    River.    June    25th,    from    morning    until 
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late  at  night ;  Private  Swimlas  was  mortally  wounded  and  died 
soon  after.  Again,  on  the  29th,  at  Ream's  Station,  they  were 
engaged  or  under  fire  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  Their  loss 
was  heavy,  including  the  gallant  Lieutenant  D,  O.  Tears,  who 
fell,  as  did  many  other  brave  officers  and  men,  during  the  first 
charge.  After  the  morning  engagement,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  superior  officers,  the  command  of  the  right  devolved  upon 
Captain  Mitchell,  who  led  the  last  and  final  charge  ordered  by 
General  Kautz  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  enemy's  advance. 
The  charge  was  complimented  by  the  general  commanding,  and 
resulted  in  stopping  the  advancing  columns  of  General  Hampton 
for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  permit  the  escape  of  the  Union 
force  in  large  part. 

The  three  years'  enlistment  expired  August  24th,  1864;  many 
of  the  old  boys,  however,  re-enlisted  and  remained  in  active 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Captain  Mitchell  remained 
with  the  company  until  October,  1864,  or  some  two  months  after 
his  three  years'  enlistment  had  expired,  when,  being  in  poor 
health,  he  left  the  service  and  was  succeeded  by  Captain  T.  T. 
Elliott,  who  remained  with  the  boys  to  the  end,  and  proved  a 
most  gallant  and  popular  officer. 

There  was  no  better  regiment  in  the  Union  Army  than  the 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  in  drill,  di,^ -^ipline,  courage, 
and  patriotism,  Company  F  was  second  to  nor  in  that  famous 
regiment. 


BRAVE  COLOXEL  WETIIERILL. 
A   War-time  Comrade  Sketches  His  Career. 

His  Wise  Leadership  at  the  Chickahominy  I^ivcr.     Memorable  Achieve- 
ments at  Jackson.     A   Glowing  Eulogy  of  a  Sol- 
dier   Lately    Gone   to    Rest. 

Colonel  Samuel  P.  Welherill  was  commissioned  as  major  in 
the  Eleventh  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry,  on  Oc- 
tober 9th,  1861,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  on  the  first 
day  of  October,  1864,  by  reason  of  expiration  of  term.  He  will  be 
recognized  in  our  history  as  one  of  the  great  and  good  men  of 
this  country,  and  a  wreath  of  immortal  glory  will  crown  his 
name  for  his  dazzling  achievements  in  the  v/ar.  He  possessed 
in  an  eminent  degree  two  qualities,  either  of  which  is  a  suflficient 
equipment  for  a  hero,  and  which  are  so  rarely  the  attributes  of 
the  same  man  that  the  few  who  have  possessed  them  have  the 
foremost  places  on  the  roll  of  fame.  He  was  at  once  a  fighter 
and  a  strategist.  He  possessed  a  genius  for  the  science  of  war 
and  the  hardy  spirit  of  a  ready  leader.  Not  even  Colonel  Spear, 
the  famous  cavalryman,  nor  Colonel  Mix,  nor  Colonel  Dodge 
was  his  equal  in  the  ready  determination  to  stake  any  chance- 
on  a  battle.  He  could  do  what  none  of  the  three  could  do, — • 
fight  a  battle  with  perfect  tactical  skill,  while  he  had  as  good  a 
head  for  planning  a  campaign  as  any  of  his  superiors. 

A  better  ofticer,  a  more  thorough  gentleman,  never  drew 
a  sword  or  commanded  a  regiment.  He  engaged  in  the  war 
from  patriotic  reasons  and  from  love  of  adventure  and  daring,, 
and  he  never  let  an  opportunity  pass  when  he  could  enjoy  a 
hazardous  dash  upon  an  enemy.  He  has  passed  over  to  the 
other  side,  but  he  has  left  behind  him  a  spotless  name,  both  as  a 
soldier  and  citizen,  of  which  his  family  may  be  justly  proud. 
No  regiment  during  the  war  had  a  brighter  or  more  glorious 
record.  None  of  its  men  were  wounded  In  the  back,  for  their 
faces  were  ever  to  the  foe.  Where  great  danger  was  to  be 
encountered  or  important  points  were  to  be  held,  this  regiment 
was  always  selected,  and  always  met  the  expectations  of  Its 
iricnds.  It  never  faltered  or  flinched  In  the  discharge  of  Its- 
duty,  but  was  always  at  the  post  of  danger  until  the  lurid  fire 
*>J  the  mo^t  wicked  and  causeless  rebellion  ever  concocted  by 
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malice  or  machinations  of  treason  burned  themselves  out  amid 
the  black  ashes  of  overthrow  and  defeat. 

Beloved  fla^v'-  Shot  from  its  stafY  at  Sumter  by  the  enemies 
of  the  Union,  caught  as  it  fell  upon  the  bayonets  of  millions  of 
patriots,  borne  aloft  through  the  fearful  storm  of  war,  and  at 
last,  upon  the  very  spot  where  it  had  been  at  first  insulted, 
flung-  once  more  in  triumph,  to  the  breeze  by  the  same  gallant 
officer  who  had  defended  the  fort  in  1861!  What  American 
then  alive  can  ever  forget  that  fearful  April  day?  In  the  South 
the  rising  tide  of  revolt  was  carrying  with  it  all  classes  of  people; 
bonfires  blazing,  cannon  saluting,  troops  marching  to  and  fro. 
"By  the  first  of  ^fay  our  flag  will  float  over  the  dome  of  the 
Capitol  at  Washington,"  said  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  War. 
Nor  did  it  seem  an  idle  boast.  At  Washington  were  a  few  com- 
panies of  regulars;  many  of  the  best  officers  in  sympathy  with  the 
South,  which  in  that  day  of  illusions  counted  on  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  as  their  friend.  The  fleet  scattered  all 
over  the  world;  the  great  arsenals  and  navy  yards  in  the  Con- 
federate hands;  low  tide  in  the  treasury.  It  had  long  been 
preached  by  Toomibs,  Davis,  and  the  rest,  and  it  began  to  be 
believed  that  the  Yankees  wouldn't  fight.  Finally  at  Charleston 
the  gauntlet  was  throwm  down.  At  the  Xorth  the  feeling  among 
the  people  was  very  different.  Sorrow  was  mingled  with  in- 
dignation. The  situation  had  long  been  thought  serious,  but 
the  conviction  was  general  that  somehow,  in  some  way,  the 
crisis  would  be  averted.  But.  alas!  clouds  began  to  overcast 
the  whole  sky;  the  deep  muttering  of  distant  thunder  was  heard, 
and  far  away  on  the  horizon  the  heavens  were  already  lit  up  by 
flashes  of  lightning.  Even  yet  the  people  hoped  for  the  best. 
Now,  suddenly,  on  April  14th,  186 1,  the  storm  burst  with  tre- 
mendous fury.  At  this  juncture  the  people  of  the  Xorth  became 
aroused,  and  all  was  excitement.  They  began  seriously  and 
earnestly  to  rliscuss  the  condition  of  our  country,  wondering 
what  the  end  might  be.  Recruiting  was  going  on  to  meet  the 
emergencies  of  the  war.  There  was  but  one  thought  and  line 
of  action:  "The  rebellion  nuist  be  put  down,  and  the  loyal 
citizens  of  tlie  repu])lic  will  do  it,  must  do  it.  let  it  cost  what  it 
may."  was  the  cry. 

Few  towns,  if  any,  furnished  as  many  troops  for  the  sui>- 
pression  of  tlie  Rebellion,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  as  did 
the  town  of  liethlehem.  Idie  thrilling  scenes  of  that  eventful 
period  in  our  country's  history  are  now  so  far  ])ack  in  the  past 
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that  cnir  young  people  know  nothinpf  about  tlicm.  except  what 
tiiey  derive  frorn  history,  or  are  told  by  the  old.  griz/ly  partici- 
jsinrs  in  that  terrible  and  bloody  strnq-gle.  The  valor  of  our 
troops  was  such,  and  they  reflected  so  much  credit  upon  our" 
town,  that  the  names  of  those  who  molded  them  into  such 
splendid  soldiers  and  did  such  gallant  service  with  them,  deserve 
to  be  referred  to  occasionally  in  order  that  those  who  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  a  restored  Union  may  know  to  whom  they  are  in- 
debted for  this  great  privilege.  Great  honor  is  due  to  such  gal- 
lant men  as  Colonel  WVtherill.  and  scores  of  others,  who,  when 
the  war  began,  buckled  on  their  swords,  organized  companies 
of  men  and  offered  their  services  to  the  Government  to  help 
put  down  the  Rebellion,  and,  surrounded  as  they  were  by  all 
the  comforts  and  pleasures  of  life,  from  ptire  love  of  country  and 
hatred  toward  treason,  they  left  their  prosperous  places  of  busi- 
ness, their  comfortable  homes,  and  marched  to  the  front  in  defence 
of  their  countrx'. 

In  August,  iSC-)!,  Captain  Doster  and  ^Tajor  Samuel 
Wetherill  began  raising  a  squadron  of  cavalry  at  Bethlehem. 
Doster's  company  being  full  first,  he  proceeded  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  where  they  were  consigned  to  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  \\'etheriirs  company  was  filled  the  latter  part  of  Sep- 
tember, and  shortly  after  they  went  to  Philadelphia  and  were 
consigned  to  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  as  Company 
"H."  The  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  the  regiment  in 
which,  the  late  Colonel  Wetherill  figured  so  prominently,  was 
originally  organized  under  the  ofiicial  designation  of  Harlan's 
Light  Cavalry.  It  was  raised  as  an  independent  regiment  during 
the  months  of  August  and  September,  tS6i,  by  Colonel  Josiah 
Harlan,  of  Philadelphia,  under  the  special  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  Under  this  authority  companies  were  raised  in 
different  states.  Company  A  being  from  Iowa,  portions  of  Com- 
panies E  and  F  from  New  York,  a  part  of  Company  I  from  Xew 
Jer.-ey,  Company  M  from  r)hio,  and  the  remainder  of  the  regi- 
ment from  Pennsylvania.  The  organization  of  the  regiment  was 
c«'nij)leted  on  the  fifth  of  October.  i86r,  by  the  muster  in  of  the 
field  and  staff  at  Washington,  the  place  of  general  rendezvous. 
Its  >treni^th  consisted  of  41  officers  and  1089  enlisted  men.  The 
re^ii>ient.  having  been  assigned  to  Prigadier-General  I.  X. 
Palnur'<  briira<le.  marched  on  the  sixteenth  of  October  from 
Camp  Harlan,  ow  Seventh  Street,  to  Camp  Palmer,  near  I'aH's 
C  iM.s  Roads,  where  it  went  into  camp  for  instruction  and  drills. 
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On  the  seventeenth  of  November,  the  regiment  bnjke  up 
camp  and  marched  for  AnnapoHs,  from  which  point  it  proceeded 
by  transports  to  Camp  Hamilton,  near  Fortress  Monroe.  Here 
stables  and  quarters  were  built.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
spring  campaign  the  regiment  was  as  efficient  in  squadron  drill, 
general  instruction  and  condition  of  men  and  horses  as  any 
regiment  in  the  service.  In  March,  Companies  M  and  C.  under 
Major  Runyan,  were  detached  and  ordered  to  Newport  News 
for  duty  under  General  Mansfield.  On  the  fifteenth  of  ]\Iay, 
Companies  A,  E,  G,  H,  and  L,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spear, 
were  detached  and  sent  to  Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  a  few  weeks 
afterwards  to  Suffolk,  being  replaced  at  Portsmouth  by  Company 
M,  under  Captain  Reynolds,  from  Newport  News.  The  re- 
maining five  companies  of  the  regiment,  under  Colonel  Harlan, 
were  ordered  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  White  House, 
and  after  the  seven  days'  i.iattle  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Wil- 
liamsburg until  August,  w^hen  they  were  ordered  to  Suffolk,  and 
Colonel  Spear  assumed  the  command  of  the  regiment.  Colonel 
Harlan  having  been  mustered  out  of  the  service  on  August  20. 
The  five  companies  at  Suffolk,  at  first  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Spear,  and  afterwards  of  Major  W'etherill.  were 
constantly  scouting  and  fighting.  These  five  companies  under 
Major  W^etherill  performed  some  of  the  most  daring  acts  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  their  forts  and  works  on  the  Blackwater 
ever  made  by  any  mounted  men  of  the  same  number  during  the 
war.  In  one  instance,  at  Beaver  Dam  Church,  where  they  had 
many  a  fight,  IMajor  Wetherill,  with  three  companies,  made  a 
sabre  charge  against  a  superior  force,  four  to  one,  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  completely  routing  it,  and  capturing  many  prisoners. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  July,  1863,  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  was  encamped  at  Bower's  Hill,  near  Suffolk.  On  the 
sixteenth,  Colonel  Spear  having  been  placed  in  command  of  the 
brigade,  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  upon  Major 
Wetherill.  On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  regiment,  in  connection  with 
the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  made  a  raid  into  North 
Carolina,  by  way  of  Winton,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
railroad  bridge  at  Weldon.  Finding  the  enemy  strongly  posted 
in  superior  force  at  Jackson,  an  attack  was  made,  but.  failing 
to  dislodge  them,  the  command  retired  after  a  brisk  engagement. 
In  this  engagement  Major  Wetherill  led  his  regiment  in  a  cliarge 
upon  the  enemy  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  forty  prisoners 
and  one  hundred  horses.     The  failure  of  this  raid  was  caused 
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b)  the  slowness  of  the  march,  which  did  not  exceed  twenty-five 
miles  per  day,  and  gave  the  enemy  time  to  concentrate.  The 
delay  v,'as  mainly  owing  to  the  neglect  to  provide  horse  artillery 
instead  of  the  m.ounted  battery  which  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion. 

Early  in  February,  1864,  Brigadier-General  Wistar's  cele- 
brated expedition  for  the  surprise  and  capture  of  Richmond  was 
made.  The  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  composed  part  of 
the  forces.  The  expedition  proceeded  no  further  than  Bottom's 
Bridge,  on  Chickahominy  River,  where  it  vras  defeated  by  a 
superior  force  which  was  stationed,  artillery  and  infantry,  in  solid 
line  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  After  we  were  driven 
back  from  the  river  some  distance,  General  Wistar  ordered  Col- 
onel Wetherill,  v/ith  two  companies,  I  and  K,  to  move  down  to 
the  river  to  the  left  of  the  rebels  and  find  out  if  ir  were  possible 
to  ford  the  river.  It  was  a  very  dangerous  undertaking. 
Wetherill  gave  the  command  to  forward,  and  all  went  well  until 
we  reached  a  point  within  seven  hundred  feet  of  the  rebel  bat- 
teries. Then  they  opened.  Fortunately  we  had  but  a  short  dis- 
tance to  go  to  reach  shelter.  With  the  Colonel  ahead  and  our 
spurs  driven  deep  into  the  flanks  of  our  horses  we  lost  no  time 
in  gaining  the  shelter.  Here  we  found  we  could  proceed  no 
farther,  for  it  was  swamp  all  in  front  of  us,  and  mud  up  to  the 
horses'  flanks.  While  we  were  waiting  a  few  moments  before 
running  the  batteries  again,  we  discovered  that  a  regiment  of 
rebels  had  crossed  the  bridge  and  were  hurrying  up  the  hill  to  cut 
us  off.  Colonel  Wetherill  grasped  the  situation  in  a  second, 
and  cried:  "Hold  on,  boys,  and  let  them  come  pretty  well  up; 
we  can  very  easily  get  away  from  their  infantry,  and  while  their 
infantry  is  so  close  they  will  keep  their  batteries  silent."  As 
soon  as  the  rebel  infantry  came  up  near  where  we  had  to  pass,  tlie 
Colonel  ordered,  "Forward!    Make  every  horse  do  his  best." 

The  rebel  infantry  were  rather  taken  by  surprise,  for  they 
had  no  idea  that  we  were  hidden  so  near  in  the  brush.  In  fact 
we  got  nearly  out  of  musket  range  before  they  could  fire.  But 
when  we  nearly  reached  the  top  of  the  hill  their  batteries  opened 
and  one  of  our  men  had  his  head  blown  clear  from  his  body.  He 
had  a  death  grip  on  his  saddle,  and  rode  four  hundred  feet 
iicaflless,  when  his  lifeless  body  fell  from  his  horse. 

In  1864  ]\Iajor-general  A.  V.  Kautz  took  command  of  our 
cavalry  division,  composed  of  tlie  Eleventh  Pennsylvania,  First 
District  of  Columbia,  Third  New  York,  and  iMtth  Pennsylvania 
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reg'imcnts.  About  this  time  [Major  Wetlicrill  was  coninHSsioned 
licuteuaiit-colonel,  and  served  as  chief  of  staff  to  General  Kautz, 
and  I  think  remained  in  that  capacity  until  mustered  out. 

A  nation  mourns  for  our  departed  comrades.  Their  sur-_ 
viving  comrades  will  cherish  their  memory  with  sad  \'et  fond 
remembrance,  and  the  great  republic  will  proudly  honor  those 
who  happily  have  been  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes,  wit- 
nessing the  fruits  of  their  toils  and  damages.  Brave  fallen,  rest 
in  \our  glorv!     Honored  survivors,  a  grateful  countr^•  greets  vou! 


CAPTAIX  JAMES  E.  FLEMIXG. 

He  left  a  mercantik'  position  in  Philadclpliia  immediately  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Belonging  to  an  old  and  well  known 
family  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  [Pennsyl- 
vania, he  proceeded  there,  and  in  Clinton  and  adjoining  counties 
recruited  forty  men  for  Harlan's  Independent  Brigade,  and  at  the 
expense  of  relatives  and  friends  took  them  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
where  he  expected  to  join  Colonel  Harlan,  but  on  arrival  found 
he  was  not  there.  After  several  days  he  exhausted  his  funds 
maintaining  his  men.  An  etTort  was  made  to  force  his  men  into 
a  New  York  regiment,  which  he  resisted;  as  they  were  not 
mustered  in  he  gave  them  their  liberty  to  select  their  own  com- 
mands, which  thev  did,  ioininc:  different  resfiments. 

He  then  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  and  began  recruiting,  and, 
finding  the  expense  beyond  his  means,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C^ 
Harlan's  Regiment,  on  duty  with  regiment  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
Balls  Cross  Roads,  Annapolis,  and  Camp  Hamilton,  \'irginia. 
On  the  promotion  of  Captain  Samuel  Wetherill  to  major,  he  was 
commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  Company  H,  doing  duty  on  -out- 
post, picket,  and  scouting.  After  the  fall  of  Norfolk  and  our 
troops  in  possession,  a  squadron  under  command  of  Major 
Wetherill  was  ordered  to  Suffolk,  \'a.,  Lieutenant  Fleming  in 
command  of  advance  guard  again  on  outpost,  picket  and  scouting. 

On  May  30th  a  detachment  under  command  of  Captain 
Armintor  Davidson  was  ordered  on  a  scout  to  EUackwater  Bridge. 
They  were  ambushed,  and  after  a  sharp  fight  in  which  a  number 
of  the  men  were  badly  cut  up,  they  were  captured,  Lieutenant 
Flemin<r  receiving  a  saber  wound  in  the  riijht  shoulder  and  his 
liorse  shot.  Those  taken  prisoner  were  sent  to  Petersburg.  \'a.. 
thence  to  Saulsbury,  X.  C.  thence  to  Belle  Isle  on  the  James 
River,  thence  to  Libby  Prison,  Richmond.  \'a.  "  They  got  away  on 
the  flag  of  truce  boat  under  the  first  cartel  for  exchange  of  pris- 
oners.     J 

After  a  brief  stay  at  Aimapolis,  ]\Id.,  he  rejoined  the  regiment 
at  Suffolk,  more  outposts,  scouts,  and  raids  were  then  the  order 
of  the  day.  Lieutenant  Fleming  was  ordered  detached  and  to 
report  to  Colonel  Alfred  Gibbs.  commanding  brigade,  transferred 
to  staff  of  General  H.  D.  Terry,  wlio  succeeded  Colonel  Gibbs. 

During  Longstreet's  siege  of  Suffolk,   whilst  delivering  an 
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order  to  Lieutenant  Hasbrouck,  Battery  L,  Fourth  U.  S.  Ar- 
tillery, Lieutenant  Fleming-  was  wounded  and  fell  in  the  arms  of 
Lieutenant  Hasbrouck. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg;,  Lieutenant  Fleming 
was  made  bearer  of  important  dispatches  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
at  Washington  by  General  John  E.  Dix.  He  accompanied  the 
regiment  on  the  raid  to  destroy  the  South  Anna  Bridge  and  was 
ordered  in  command  of  the  detachment  sent  on  to  the  bridge 
to  burn  it.  \\'ith  his  men  he  crossed  the  bridge  under  a  sharp 
fire  of  musketry  from  the  block  house  and  earthworks  of  the 
enemy;  was  with  the  advance  at  Hano^'er  Court  House  when 
General  \\  m.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  Lee  was  captured.  On  the  re- 
turn of  the  regiment  he  received  orders  to  report  to  General  Isaac 
J.  Wister,  with  whom  he  served  until  the  organization  of  the 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  when  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Wm.  F.  (Baldy)  Smith,  commanding  that  corps,  and  when 
General  Smith  was  succeeded  by  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  Captain 
Fleming  was  ordered  to  General  Ord's  staff,  taking  part  in  all  the 
battles  under  these  generals  in  and  around  Petersburg,  ^[d.y  8th, 
May  i6th,  June  15th,  and  second  Cold  Harbor,  among  the  most 
important. 

On  May  nth,  Drewrey's  Bluff  (or  Proctor's  Creek),  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  leg  and  horse  shot  while  delivering  an 
order  to  General  Turner,  commanding  division  Tenth  Corps ; 
he  was  at  the  side  of  General  Smith  in  the  hail  of  shot  and  shell 
at  second  Cold  Harbor ;  with  General  Ord  at  explosion  of  the 
mine  when  Captain  Butler,  of  General  Ord's  staff  was  mortally 
wounded. 

In  February,  1865,  on  account  of  wounds  and  physical  con- 
dition attendant  thereon,  it  was  proposed  to  send  him  to  Washing-  ^ 
ton,  D.  C,  and  given  a  command  in  the  Invalid  Corps,  which  he 
declined. 

General  Wister,  writing  of  him.  said:  'Tn  actual  battle  I 
relied,  with  a  confidence  that  was  never  disappointed,  on  his 
energ}-.  quick  understanding,  and  dauntless  courage,  and  in  vexa- 
tious territorial  administration  with  a  truth,  honor,  and  unselfish 
zeal  that  never  failed.'' 

General  Smith  to  Governor  Curtin  wrote:  "Captain  Flominc: 
is  an  oiTicer  whose  energy,  ability  and  courage  deserves  high 
consideration  at  your  hands.  He  is  an  honor  to  his  State  and 
his  country." 

General  Ord   wrote,   regretting  the  disabiHty   that  detached 
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Captain  Fleming  fron-i  his  staff,  saying  that  he  hoped  the  hon- 
orable scars  which  he  carried  home  would  give  him  as  warm  a 
reception  there  as  he  was  wont  to  help  give  the  enemy  in  the  field. 

If  Captain  Iteming  was  detached  from  the  old  Eleventh, 
his  schooling  whilst  on  duty  with  it  fitted  him  for  the  staff  duty 
in  which  he  was  distinguished. 

At,  or  just  before  the  close  of  the  war,  Governor  Curtin 
wrote  requesting  him  to  accept  the  position  of  lieutenant-colonel 
and  assistant  inspector-general,  but  the  war  closed  before  he  was 
mustered  in. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Captain  Fleming  engaged  in  the 
shipping  and  commission  business  at  Newbern,  X.  C,  which  lo- 
cality was  infested  by  a  band  of  outlaws.  General  Daniel  E. 
Sickles,  commanding  the  department  under  the  reconstruction 
acts  and  prior  thereto,  commissioned  Captain  Fleming  sheriff, 
with  instructions  to  destroy  the  band.  The  captain  organized 
a  body  of  ex-Confederate  soldiers  and  soon  captured  and  brought 
to  trial  the  notorious  leaders,  Louis  Albritton,  Wash.  Hicks,  and 
George  Davis,  who  were  promptly  tried,  convicted,  and  executed, 
driving  the  others  out  of  the  country. 

''It  was  said  that  gold  watches  could  have  been  hung  on  the 
trees  wdthout  fear  of  their  being  disturbed,  after  Captain  Flem- 
ing's administration.'' 

In  1873  ^'^^  came  North  and  was  sent  by  the  Wilkes-Barre 
Coal  &  Iron  Company  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  organize  and  take 
charge  of  their  business  in  that  city,  where  he  has  resided  ever 
since,  occupying  occasionally  public  positions,  member  of  the  city 
council  and  board  of  freeholders,  member  of  and  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trade,  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  State 
home  for  disabled  soldiers,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club  of  New  York,  and  of  the  New  York  commandery  of 
the  military  order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States; 
member  of  and  governor  of  the  Essex  County  Country  Club, 
and  of  the  Essex  Club  in  the  city  of  Newark. 

In  Tune,  i8'.p.  he  organized,  with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Frederick  Frclinghuysen  and  Mv.  R.  Wayne  Parker,  the 
Essex  Troop  of  Lii^ht  Cavalry,  and  commanded  it  for  five  years, 
of  which  organization  it  was  said  by  competent  military  authority, 
in  the  Columbia!!  parade  in  New  York  city.  October.  1892,  "that 
it  was  the  finest  tnn.p  of  cavalry  ever  seen  in  America. "--Captam 
Charles  King.  Chicago  Iiitcr-Occan,  Army  and  Xary  Journal, 
Nciv  York  Herald. 
\2 
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He  infused  the  spirit  that  animated  himself  into  the  mc'i 
of  his  command,  and,  being  ably  seconded  by  Messrs.  Freling- 
huysen  and  Parker,  with  the  splendid  material  of  which  the  troop 
was  composed,  he  was  determined  that  they  should  carry  oft"  the 
honors  in  1892,  as  the  New  Jersey  Infantry  had  at  the  Yorktown 
Anniversary. 

Private,  September  nth,  1861  ;  first  lieutenant,  December 
27th,  1861  ;  captain,  January  14,  1861.  Was  with  regiment 
March  17th,  Franklin,  Va.,  Deserted  House,  etc. 

We  also  publish  a  letter  sent  by  Captain  Fleming  to  Captain 
Tripp,  which  goes  into  details  of  his  capture,  etc. 

Captain  J.  E.  Fleming  describes  his  capture  in  the  following 
letter  : 

You  ask  me  about  my  capture?  Well,  if  you  remember 
when  we  marched  on  Norfolk,  Colonel  Powell  T.  Wyman 
was  detached  wdth  a  command  to  march  on  Suffolk. 
That  command  consisted  of  his  own  regiment,  the  Sixteenth 
Massachusetts;  a  section  of  the  Fifth  United  States  Artillery, 
Lieutenant  W'hitney,  a  squadron  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  Major  Wetherill,  Companies  E  and  H.  I  was  given 
a  platoon  and  ordered  as  the  advance  guard.  Nothing  of  mo- 
ment occurred.  Occasionally  we  sighted  a  Confederate  cavalry- 
man, but  never  got  within  pistol  shot  of  one.  We  took  pos- 
session of  Suffolk  in  the  most  quiet  way,  posted  pickets,  sent  out 
patrols,  and  went  into  camp.  Next  day  scouting  was  begun. 
We  wxnt  to  the  Blackwater  and  returned  unmolested  time  and 
again,  but  on  the  morning  of  ]\Iay  30th,  Captain  Davidson  was 
ordered  wdth  a  detail  from  Company  E  and  FI  (twelve  men.  six 
from  each  company)  to  go  to  Blackwater  Bridge  and  see  what  the 
Johnnies  were  up  to,  as  an  'Intelligent  contraband"  had  arrived 
during  the  night  with  the  information  that  the  rebels  were 
*'gwine''  to  build  a  bridge  and  cross  in  force.  We  started  at 
early  dawn.  It  had  rained  during  the  night,  and,  as  Davidson 
remarked,  he  guessed  Mr.  Contraband  lied  about  rebel  cavalry 
being  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  As  soon  as  it  was  Hght 
enough  to  see,  I  found  tracks  on  the  grass  at  the  edge  of  the 
road,  indicating  that  a  considerable  number  of  horsemen  were 
recently  on  the  road.  I  then  went  forward  to  the  corporal  in 
the  advance  to  caution  him.  We  reached  Andrews'  Cross  Roads. 
jMrs.  Andrews  came  out  and  one  of  the  advance  came  back  and 
said  she  wanted  to  see  me  (as  I  had  made  her  acquaintance  on 
previous  scouts).     I  rode  up  to  her  house.     She  told  me  "there 
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wcTc  two  compnnies  of  rebel  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  and  fur  God's 
sake  to  return  as  she  didn't  want  to  see  a  massacre  in  her 
neiidiborhood."  I  told  Davidson,  but  he  allowed  "it  \va>  only 
sonic  of  the  Rebs.  who  were  visiting-  their  friends,  and  what's 
more,"  he  replied,  '*my  orders  are  to  go  to  Blackwater  Bridge 
and  I  am  going  there."  Davidson  was  suffering  from  diarrhoea 
and  had  no  business  to  go  on  the  scout  at  all.  Every  few  min- 
utes he  was  out  of  the  saddle.  We  started  forward  and  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  cross  roads  were  ambushed.  Davidson  was 
then  out  of  the  saddle.  The  men  broke,  but  I  soon  reformed 
them,  wdien  a  short,  sharp  fight  occurred,  some  of  the  men  being 
badly  cut  with  sharpened  sabers.  We  killed  their  surgeon  and 
wounded  some  of  them.  I  was  disabled  with  a  saber  thrust  in 
the  right  shoulder  and  my  horse  shot,  aiid  when  I  saw  that  it 
was  useless,  I  ordered  the  men  to  make  their  escape  as  best  they 
could.  My  horse  ran  a  sliort  distance  and  fell.  The  Johnnies 
were  on  me  in  short  time  with  pistols  and  sabers.  Of  course 
I  yielded.  One  man,  Jerry  Noonan,  I  think  was  his  name,  had 
several  ugly  cuts  across  his  face. 

We  were  taken  to  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  put  in  the  custom 
house.  My  shoulder  had  been  dislocated  by  the  fall  of  my 
horse  and  a  rebel  surgeon  was  sent  to  replace  it.  Well!  I  feel 
it  yet.  Davidson  said  that  *'he  had  often  heard  of  being  caught 
with  one's  breeches  down,  but  he  had  lived  to  realize  it  in 
person,  and  all  he  could  say  was,  well,  I'll  be  d d." 

The  rebel  General  Walker,  formerly  U.  S.  A.,  came  down  to 
the  custom  liouse.  sent  for  Davidson  and  self,  offered  us  and  our 
men  parole,  which  we  refused.  He  was  very  courteous  to  us, 
■  rd  told  us  we  "deserved  good  treatment  as  he  was  informed  that 
we  had  fought  like  the  devil."  He  gave  us  an  excellent  break- 
fast, sent  the  men  to  the  provost  marshal  and  Davidson  and 
myself  to  the  Jarret  House,  where  he  had  his  headquarters.  We 
were  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Gait,  of  Texas,  of  General  Walker's 
staff.  We  were  supplied  with  fruit,  brandy,  and  cigars,  ate  at 
the  hotel  table,  and  were,  indeed,  guests  of  the  Confederacy.  \\  e 
were  treated  in  that  wav  for  three  davs,  when  General  Walker  ; 

was  relieved,  and  ordered  with  his  command  to  the  front  at  Ricli-  j 

n^ond.     He  was  succeeded  by  one  General   Bod   Ransome,  who  i 

vanked  us  awav  from  breakfast  table,  double-quicked  us  to  the  ! 

cars,  and  hustled  us  otT  to  Salisbury,  N.  C.     I  was  sent  10  the  j 

hospital,  but  begged  to  be  let  out,  which  the  rebel  surgeon,  Hall, 
allowed. 
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We  breakfasted,  dined,  and  supped  for  over  two  months  on 
spoiled  bacon  and  sour  tlour,  and  soon  <:^ot  down  to  funeral 
weight.  We  were  sent  from  SaHsbury  to  Jjelle  Isle,  thence  to 
Libby,  where  we  got  the  first  fresh  meat  we  had  eaten  bince 
leaving  Petersburg.  At  Libby,  I  found  a  Confederate  surgeon, 
who  came  in  to  see  me.  He  had  been  a  prisoner  and  well  treated 
by  friends  of  mine,  who  had  asked  him  to  look  after  me,  which 
he  did,  bringing  into  the  prison  one  morning  a  basket  of  oranges, 
bananas,  a  bottle  of  brandy,  and  a  box  of  cigars,  which  I  at  once 
divided  with  poverty  mess,  No.  i,  that  being  our  designation  at 
Salisbury.  In  a  few  days  we  heard  rumors  of  exchange.  Also 
a  rumor  that  two  officers  of  a  cavalry  regiment  were  to  be  held 
as  hostages  for  something  their  regiment  had  done  beyond  the 
rules  of  civilized  warfare,  whatever  that  meant,  as  I  had,  up  to 
that  time,  never  seen  anything  civilized  about  it,  unless  it  was 
our  treatment  by  General  Walker. 

So  one  bright  Sunday  morning  the  superintendent  of  the 
prison,  Lieutenant  Peacock,  said  there  were  orders  to  send  us  to 
\'arina  Landing,  but  before  the  order  came  to  fall  in  (over  seven 
hundred  ollicers,  some  of  them  prisoners  from  the  tirst  Bull  Runj. 
the  Confederate  surgeon  came  to  Davidson  and  me  and  told  us 
we  were  the  ones  to  be  held  as  hostages.  Zero  wasn't  in  it  with 
our  feelings,  but  he  said  in  such  a  significant  manner,  that  two 
officers,  one  a  captain  and  the  other  a  lieutenant,  had  been  sent 
to  the  hospital  in  a  dying  condition  with  typhoid  fever  that 
morning,  and  their  names  would  be  called  for  exchange.  W'e 
caught  on,  answered  to  the  names,  and  got  a\\ay  on  the  tlag  of 
truce.  On  our  arrival  at  Washington,  we  were  inspected  by 
General  Llalleck,  given  ten  days'  leave,  and  ordered  to  report  at 
Annapolis,  ]\Id,  1  went  home,  had  my  shoulder  operated  on  and 
joined  Davidson  at  x-\nnapolis  where  I  was  put  on  duty  as  assist- 
ant inspector-general.  General  Thomas,  adjutant-general  oi 
the  army,  came  to  Annapolis  to  select  some  officers  to  send  out 
to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  informed  Davidson  and  myself  "as 
we  had  not  been  properly  exchanged  and  having  been  carried  oU 
on  the  flag  of  true  boat  in  a  surreptitious  manner  and  belonging 
to  the  cavalry  arm,  we  would  have  to  go  West."  which  honor 
we  declined,  but  instead  left  Aimapolis  without  orders  on  a 
transport  for  Norfolk,  rejoined  the  old  Eleventh,  and  were  taken 
upon  the  rolls  and  reported  doing  duty.  All  was  overlooked. 
After  a  few  weeks  with  the  Company  I  was  ordered  to  re[)'M-t  m 
Colonel  Gibl)S,  conunanding  a  provisional  brigaile.  who  wa-  re- 


SKETCHF.S    AND    OTHERWISE.  l8l 

licvcd  bv  General  H.  D.  Terry.  When  I  asked  to  he  relieved 
from  staff  duty  and  rejoin  my  regiment.  General  l^eck  refused  to 
<lo  so  and  I  rem.ained  with  General  Terry,  receiving  a  woimd  at 
the  earthworks  on  the  Xansemond,  wliere  Battery  L,  Fourth 
United  States  Artillery,  was  stationed.  Lieutenant  Hasbrouck 
commanding-  a  section,  and  into  whose  arms  I  fell  when  hit.  It 
was  only  a  slight  fiesli  wound  and  T  remained  on  duty  after  it 
was  attended  to  by  the  surgeon.  Dr.  Harlan.  This  was  during 
Longstreet's  siege  of  Suffolk.  Some  time  after  the  siege  was 
raised,  you  will  remember,  we  followed  to  the  Blackwater  under 
Terry.  On  our  return  General  Terrv  was  met  bv  an  orderly  with 
despatches.  He  told  me  my  regiment  had  been  ordered  to  Ports- 
mouth on  a  secret  expedition.  I  importuned  him  to  allow  me  to 
join  it.  He  refused,  and  after  some  angry  words  I  put  spurs  to  my 
horse,  reached  Suffolk,  and  as  the  regiment  had  already  marched, 
I  changed  horses  there  and  arrived  at  Portsmouth  as  the  last 
company  was  embarking.  That  was  the  raid  on  wdiich  we  cap- 
tured General  Lee's  son.  I  had  command  of  the  advance  guard 
at  the  time.  We  returned  from  that  raid  and  found  General 
Dix  with  his  headquarters  on  the  steamer  at  the  White  House. 
General  \'an  Biiren,  his  chief  of  staff,  sent  for  me  and  told  me 
General  Terry  had  preferred  charges  against  me.  but  he,  Van 
Buren,  had  issued  an  order  for  me  to  report  to  General  Wistar. 
gave  me  a  boat  and  sent  me  down  the  York  to  West  Point 
where  Wistar  was  with  his  brigade.  I  served  on  Wi star's  staff 
until  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Wm.  F.  (Baldy)  Smith,  command- 
ing Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  when  he  was  relieved.  General 
Ord.  who  succeeded  him.  had  me  detailed  on  his  staff,  refusing 
to  allow  m.e  to  join  my  regiment. 

On  the  1 6th  of  }viay  at  Proctor's  Creek  (Drewrey's  Bluff), 
whilst  carrying  an  order  to  General  Turner,  Tenth  Corps,  I  was 
struck  on  the  right  shin  bone  by  a  musket  ball,  and  my  horse 
killed.  The  wound  gave  me  much  trouble,  but  I  remained  in 
service  until  ordered  on  the  invalid  list,  which  I  refused  and  had 
the  alternative  offered  me  of  either  going  to  Washingon  in  the 
invalid  corps  or  resigning,  Washington  I  hated,  and  resigned. 
Coventor  Curtin  wrote  me  and  asked  me  to  accept  an  appomt- 
ment  at  the  recruiting  station  at  Harrisburg  as  lieutenant-colonel 
and  assistant  inspector-general,  but  the  week  I  was  to  report 
there  the  end  came,  and  Uncle  Bob  threw  up  the  sponge. 

When  at  Yorktown,  through  General  Wistar,  General  But- 
ler offered  me  the  colonelcy  of  the  First  Regiment  United  States 
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Colored  Cavalry,  which  I  refused  as  I  was  opposed  to  the  nej^aocs 
being  used  as  soldiers,  and  I  inadvertently  remarked  that  I  would 
sooner  serve  the  balance  of  my  natural  life  as  an  enlisted  man 
in  white  troops  than  be  made  a  major-general  of  negro  troops. 
Of  course  that  reached  Butler's  ears.  He  remarked  that  who- 
ever accepted  it  would  be  made  a  major-general  within  a  year. 
Sure  enough  Captain  Cole,  of  a  Xew  York  regiment,  received 
the  promotion  as  Butler  had  said.  When  Wistar,  Smith,  and 
Ord  recommended  me  for  promotion,  Butler  barred  it,  quoting 
my  words  about  black  and  white  troops. 

Perhaps  you  are  not  aware  that  I  raised  and  took  to  Wash- 
ington forty  odd  men  for  Harlan's  independent  brigade,  which 
the  Government  refused  to  accept  as  an  independent  brigade.  I 
had  done  this  at  the  expense  of  family  and  friends  and  no  ex- 
pense to  the  Government.  These  men  were  afterwards  put  in 
various  other  Pennsvlvania  regiments.  jMv  funds  srave  out  and 
I  could  not  take  them  to  Philadelphia.  While  waiting  at  Wash- 
ington to  learn  where  Colonel  Harlan  was  with  his  command, 
wx  were  camped  near  the  railroad  station.  One  morning  an 
officer  rode  up  to  us  and  said  the  command  we  were  looking  for 
was  in  camp  on  Old  Capitol  Hill.  I  had  the  men  fall  In  and 
marched  them  there,  halted  them — a  fine  body  recruited  from  the 
iron  works. 

Pretty  soon  a  wiry  little  Frenchman  came  bounding  toward 
us  with  a  captain's  uniform  on.  I  asked  him  if  this  was  Har- 
lan's command.  He  replied,  "No,  it  is  the  Ira  Harris's  Light 
Cavalry  from  New  York."  I  said  at  once  that  I  had  been  mis- 
informed, but  he  said,  ''Not  at  all.  You  arc  to  turn  over  your 
men  to  me."  I  told  him  they  had  been  recruited  for  a  Pennsyl- 
vania organization  and  I  would  not  put  them  in  to  fill  up  a  New 
York  res^Iment.  In  a  dramatic  manner  he  called,  "What,  ho,  ze 
guard!  ze  guard!"  I  told  him  the  men  were  not  sworn  in  yet 
and  they  should  not  be  into  his  command;  that  If  we  were 
not  allowed  to  leave  camp  peaceably  we  would  fight  our  way  out. 
He  fell  back  and  said,  ''Leave  ze  ground  and  quick,  too."  He 
was  then  Captain  Duffta,  afterwards  Brigadier-General  Duftia. 
We  met  after  the  war  and  had  a  hearty  laugh  over  the  atTair. 

Faithfully, 
"•  ".  Your  old  conu-ade, 

J.  E,  Flf.mixg. 


CAPTURE  OF  MOSDY'S  HORSE,  "ROMEO." 

After  the  surrender  of  Lee's  Army  at  Appomattox  Court 
House,  on  the  ninth  of  April,  1865,  ^^^  which  the  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  under  the  cominand  of  Colonel  Franklin  A. 
Stratton.  took  a  conspicuous  part,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Lynchburg,  \'a.,  and  subsequently  to  Staunton,  Va. 

While  at  Lynchburg,  Va.,  for  a  few  days,  Captain  Euphronius 
P.  King,  of  Company  A,  took  a  notion  to  do  a  little  scouting  on 
his  own  account,  the  result  of  which  was  the  capture  of  a  beautiful 
dun  horse,  with  black  mane  and  tail — a  fine  pacer  and  of  the 
celebrated  Logan  breed  so  prevalent  in  Virginia  at  that  time. 

The  horse  was  turned  into  the  quartermaster's  department 
by  Captain  King,  and  subsequently  purchased  on  appraisement 
by  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment.  Lieutenant  Samuel  R.  Strat- 
tan. 

\\  hen  the  regiinent  later  on  was  sent  from  Richmond,  Va., 
to  Charlottesville.  Va.  (where  it  remained  until  final  muster  out, 
August  13th.  1865),  the  horse  was  recognized  by  the  family  of 
Dr.  Poindexter,  of  the  latter  place,  whose  wife  was  a  sister  of 
Colonel  Jack  jNIosby,  and  the  name  of  the  horse,  "Romeo,"  given 
to  Lieutenant  Strattan. 

The  horse  was  taken  to  Strattanville,  Clarion  County,  Pa., 
the  home  of  Lieutenant  Strattan,  and  became  a  great  favorite 
on  account  of  his  history  and  adaptability  as  a  ladies'  riding 
horse.  He  finally  met  with  an  accident  in  which  he  broke  his 
]c^  and  had  to  be  shot.  Years  after  that  Lieutenant  Strattan 
met  Colonel  >\Iosby  on  the  street  in  Washington  city  after  his 
(Mosby's)  return  from  Turkey,  where  he  had  been  appointed 
minister  by  General  U.  S.  Grant,  then  President  of  the  United 
States. 

The  whole  story  was  given  to  Mosby  concerning  the  capture 
and  subsequent  history  and  death  of  "Romeo,"  to  which  jMosby 
listened  attentively,  after  which,  he  drew  a  long  breath  and 
said:  "So  your  are  the  man  that  got  'Romeo.'  Well,  he  was  a 
fnie  little  animal  and  your  story  is  true  in  every  particular.  I 
am  sorry  you  told  me  of  his  death.  Had  you  notified  me  after 
you  got  home  that  you  had  him,  I  would  have  given  you  three 
times  the  amount  you  paid  the  Government  for  him,  but  surh 
is  the  fate  of  war,  and  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  hope  poor  old 
'Romeo'  is  in  horse  heaven,  as  ho  deserves  to  bo.  Good  day!" 
And  he  was  trone. 
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HEIN  YOUXG. 

One  of  the  odd  characters  of  the  Eleventh  was  Henry 
Young,  of  the  band.  He  was  famiHarly  called  "Pop  Young." 
by  reason  of  his  age  and  many  peculiar  traits  of  character. 
While  he  did  not  look  aged  in  the  sense  of  decrepitude,  yet  he 
had  an  air  of  suavity  and  tender  solicitude  for  everybody's  wel- 
fare which  earned  for  him  the  sobriquet  of  "Pop."  His  head 
was  as  bald  as  a  billiard  ball,  with  the  exception  of  a  heavy  fringe 
of  long  hair  at  the  sides.  A  large  gray  mustache  adorned  his 
upper  lip,  and  he  wore  blue  spectacles  which  he  called  his 
*'nose  yoke.'' 

He  hailed  from  York,  Pa.,  where  in  his  younger  days  he 
had  followed  the  profession  of  music.  He  could  play  the  flute, 
fife,  fiddle,  horn,  and  piano,  though  not  an  expert  on  any  of  them 
at  the  time  he  enlisted  for  a  "sojer."  His  style  of  performance 
w^as  painfully  old-fashioned.  While  he  was  not  deaf,  yet  when 
spoken  to  quickly  he  seemed  to  rouse  from  a  kind  of  reverie  and 
would  always  respond  by  an  "Heigh,  Heigh!"  which  was  cor- 
rupted into  "Hein."  He  was  known  as  "Old  Hein  Young." 
He  loved  his  cup  and  flowing  bowl,  and  the  boys  of  the  band 
kept  him  supplied  with  "B  commissary  whiskey"  just  to  see 
him  go  through  his  antics — of  which  he  had  many — sometimes 
snorting  like  a  wild  beast,  talking  Pennsylvania  Dutch,  beating 
his  breast  with  both  hands,  tossing  his  head,  whistling,  yeodling, 
winding  it  up  with  a  yahoo  and  various  other  capers  always  in- 
tensely amusing. 

Long  use  of  the  "ardent"  had  made  him  rather  absent- 
minded.  He  blamed  one  of  the  members  of  the  band  of  stealing 
a  $20  bill  from  him;  a  year  later  he  found  it  in  the  watch-pocket 
of  his  trousers.  He  blamed  another  of  stealing  his  ilute  and 
subsequently  found  it  in  his  saddle-bags.  Yet  with  all  his 
vagaries  he  had  a  good  heart  and  would  do  anything  for  the 
man  he  liked.  The  boys  got  him  to  sit  for  his  photograph,  prom- 
ising him  they  would  pay  the  expenses.  When  ihe  Inll  was 
presented  he  forgot  the  promise  of  the  boys  and  borrowed  money 
to  pay  the  bill  from  Colonel  Spear.  And  yet  in  an  hour  after 
he  got  the  pictures  all  had  been  begged  from  him. 

When  the  reginunt  was  in  winter  quarters  at  Camp  Getty 
the  bovs  erecttrd  a  long  log  structure  in  which,  under  the  lead 
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of  Wilcox,  an  old  minstrel,  tlicy  improvised  a  "nigger"  show. 
As  Young  could  play  tlie  fiddle  they  desired  him  to  blacken  up 
and   lead   the   music   on   the   stage.     Tlie   old   man   stoutly    de- 

.  murred,  but  four  or  five  swiggers  and  the  assurance  no  one  would 
recognize  him  in  his  disguise  finally  caused  him  to  yield  to  the 
disgrace  as  he  termed  it.  Wilcox  did  tlie  blacking  and  inten- 
tionally left  a  bald  spot  on  the  top  of  the  old  man's  head,  ab-jut 
three  inches  in  diameter,  which  shone  as  brilliantly  as  a  piece 
of  polished  ivory.  When  all  was  ready,  Young  led  off  with 
the  overture,  but  only  two  or  three  joined  in  as  he  had  the. 
wrong  tune.  He  fiddled  away  for  some  time  all  alone.  It  was 
fierce  music,  but  everybody  laughed.  As  yet  he  had  not  been 
recognized.     Finally,  when  all  got  quiet  and  Young  settled  down 

.   to  business,  staring  at  the  audience  with  the  butt  of  the  fiddle  j 

resting  on  his  knee  and  his  mind  off  in  a  reverie,  Wilcox,  know- 
inc:  the  old  man's  wx-akness.  without  anv  warning"  slaDi;)ed  the 
old  man  on  the  knee  and  shouted,  "Well,  Bones,  how  do  yo' 
feel  dis  ebenin'?"  The  old  man  jumped  to  his  feet  in  an  instant 
and  impulsively  screamed  out,  "Heigh,  Heigh?"  In  a  moment 
the  house  was  convulsed  shouting,  "Hello,  Pop.  How  are  ye? 
Play  us  up  a  tune  on  the  fiddle,"  etc.  When  the  actors 
retired  to  the  green  room  the  old  man  had  to  have  two  or  three 
swiggers  to  steady  him.  He  said  he  had  never  acted  the  nigger 
before  and,  God  helping  him,  never  would  do  so  again. 

One  morning  afterwards,  orders  had  been  sent  to  the  band 
that  there  would  be  no  inspection,  so  the  members,  except  Young, 
who  had  not  heard  the  news,  scattered.  Biah  Borden,  who  was- 
watching  the  old  man,  walked  up  to  him  and  said,  "Mr.  Young, 
didn't  you  hear  the  call  for  inspection?  The  band  has  gone: 
you  had  better  hurry  up  or  you  will  be  in  the  guard  house.  I'm 
excused."     The  old  man  immediately  seized  his  horn  and  made  j 

for  the  parade  ground  on  a  gallop.     Borden  found  him  there  an  -  | 

hour  later  waiting  for  the  band  and  the  inspection. 

Another  time  when  the  band  was  returning  from  Norfolk 
(where  it  had  been  playing  for  Sam  Glenn's  theatre)  in  a  govern- 
ment wagon,  Young  had  gotten  pretty  well  under  way.  when 
the  boys  broke  for  cainp  on  a  run.  Borden  led  the  old  man 
into  the  camp  of  the  ?\Ioimtcd  Rifles  and  finally  to  the  Eleventh  j 

guard  house,  where  a  fire  of  logs  wa^  burning.  Young  was 
completelv  lost  and  stood  there,  with  arms  akimbo,  looking  into 
the  fire.  Borden  soon  returned  with  coat  collar  up.  another  cap 
on  and  a  saber  rattlin:;-  at  his  side.     He  innnediately  arrested 
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him,  took  him  to  his  own  (Voung's)  tent,  pushed  him  in  where 
"the  old  man  soon  fell  asleep,  and  on  the  following  morning  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  the  affair. 

He  was  finally  placed  in  the  Veteran  Relief  Corps,  served  his 
time  and  returned  to  York.  He  played  around  at  restaurants, 
but  finally  landed  in  the  almshouse,  wdiere  he  died  about  five 
years  ago.  His  photograph  is  to-day  in  many  a  comrade's 
album. 


COLONEL  SPEAR  AND  THE  FARMER. 

On  one  of  the  numerous  Blackwater  excursions  the  reg"i- 
ment  bivouaced  on  a  Virginia  farm  which  seemed  to  be  well 
supplied  with  poultry  and  other  eatable  things.  As  soon  as  the 
regiment  was  settled  the  boys  proceeded  to  help  them^selves  to 
the  farmer's  chickens.  The  old  man  came  to  Colonel  Spear  and 
declared  himiself  to  be  a  good  Union  man  and  demanded  pro- 
tection. The  colonel  replied  that  being  a  good  Union  man  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  To 
this  the  farmer  objected,  but  the  fact  that  his  chickens  were 
passing  into  other  hands  (?)  made  him  consent  to  take  the  oath, 
though  very  reluctantly.  The  colonel  had  the  farmer  kneel 
down,  two  guidons  were  held  over  his  head,  and  the  oath  was 
duly  administered.  The  colonel  stood  around  with  that  sphinx- 
like look  he  could  so  well  assume.  The  farmer  waited  a  short 
time  for  the  colonel  to  stop  the  foraging  business,  and,  seeing 
no  sign  of  such,  asked  if  his  property  was  not  to  be  protected. 
Colonel  Spear  asked  him  if  he  was  a  good  L^nion  man,  and  upon 
his  afnrmative  reply  the  colonel  said:  "If  you  are  a  good  Union 
man  you  will  not  object  to  my  boys  having  a  few  chickens."  The 
old  man  was  a  Confederate  and  the  colonel  knew  it. 
I  Just  before  starting  on  a  Blackwater  scout  an  order  was  read 
from  General  Peck  strictly  forbidding  foraging  of  any  description. 
When  the  adjutant  had  finished  reading  Colonel  Spear  called  out 
in  a  loud  voice,  ''Boys,  I  know  you  won't  steal.  That  order  docs 
not  apply  to  my  regiment.  Keep  on  doing  as  you  have  been 
doing  and  you  will  be  all  right."     The  sequel  can  be  guessed. 
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THE  GERMAN  OFFICER. 

While  the  Eleventh  was  in  camp  of  instruction  near  Hamp- 
ton, news  was  received  that  a  force  of  Confederate  troops  was 
at  Big  Bethel,  so  with  a  body  of  infantry  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  move  on  that  point.  This  was  the  first  move  beyond 
our  own  lines  into  the  enemy's  country. 

After  we  were  well  out  on  the  road  beyond  Hampton,  Com- 
pany A  was  ordered  to  take  the  advance.  Colonel  Spear  had 
been  very  precise  in  his  orders.  The  company  was  to  move  at 
a  w^alk  and  keep  not  more  than  400  yards  in  advance  of  the  main 
column.  Twenty  men  under  a  lieutenant  were  to  keep  about  a 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  company,  and  five  men  under  a 
sergeant  w^ere  to  form  the  extreme  advance.  The  orders  were 
not  to  fire  unless  fired  on  first.  He  failed,  however,  to  instruct 
the  men  to  report  if  they  met  the  enemy  on  the  road.  He  had 
impressed  the  gravity  of  disobeying  orders. 

Sergeant  Blake  had  charge  of  the  extreme  advance.  Pres- 
ently at  a  turn  in  the  road,  forty  or  tifty  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
appeared;  but  mindful  of  instructions  the  sergeant  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  them,  but  proceeded  quietly  along.  Neither  did  the 
enemy  seem  anxious  to  fire.  They  sat  on  their  horses  and 
watched  the  advancing  force.  This  w^as  kept  up  for  a  mile  or 
more,  when  a  representative  of  the  German  army,  who  was 
studying  our  methods  of  warfare,  came  galloping  up  to  the  front 
and  in  broken  English  asked  the  sergeant,  *Tsh  not  tis  de  ad- 
wance  gart?''  The  sergeant  said  it  was.  Just  then  catching 
sight  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  he  asked,  "Who  den  is  dos  peoples 
in  your  front?"  "Rebels,  I  suppose/'  replied  the  sergeant.  The 
German  stared  with  eyes  and  mouth  and  asked,  "Vat  are  your 
orters?"  a  rather  presumptuous  question,  but  the  sergeant  told 
him.  Then  he  said,  "You  meets  de  enemy  in  de  road  and  you  no 
fierhts  mit  him.  Yen  ve  meets  an  enemv  in  de  olt  countrv  we 
fights  mit  him.  I  hear  tis  vas  a  civil  var,  and  now^  I  dinks  it 
vas  a  fery  civil  var — you  meets  de  enemy  in  de  road  and  you  no 
fights  mit  him."  Then  his  expression  changed  as  he  seemed  to 
catch  a  new  idea.  "  Yill  you  blease  lent  me  a  carbine?"  The 
sergeant  told  one  of  the  men  to  hand  a  carbine  to  the  gentle- 
man. Raisincf  it  to  his  shoulder  he  remarked,  "I  haf  no  oners 
not  to  fight  nut  de  enemy."  Flis  shot  struck  one  of  the  Cdu- 
federate  squad,  and  the  whole  band  quickly  disappeared,  stirring 
up  a  cloud  of  dust.  Returning  the  carbine  the  German  said,  with 
a  grin,  "Dat  is  de  vay  ven  you  meets  de  enemy.  You  fights 
mit  him.  den  he  ruris  avay." 
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DAVID  S.  ORCUTT, 
President  of  the  Association. 

President  >it  the  Eicventh  Pennsylvania  Ca\alry  Association  :  at  the  age  of  19  enlisted  in  C'^-m- 
pany  I.,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  on  Aug.  i.  1861,  in  Clarion,  Pa.;  re-enli>tcd  as  a  veteran  at 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  April,  1S64  :  was  taken  prisoner  at  Ream's  Station.  Va.,  on  June  20,  1S64,  and 
served  nine  months  in  Eibby,  Anilersonville,  Macon,  Savannah,  Milien.and  Florence  prisons;  made 
his  escape  twice  while  a  prisoner  and  was  recaptured  both  times  by  blood-hounds  ;  was  exchantjed 
Feb.  18,  1S65  ;  sent  to  Annapolis.  Md..  and  put  in  hospital,  and  from  there  to  hospital  in  Paltimore. 
and  from  there  was  taken  to  NS'ashington  as  a  witness  on  the  famous  \\  irt/  trial  :  after  serving  six 
weeks  as  the  main  witness  on  this  trial,  was  sent  back  to  Haltini'Tc  and  mustered  out  of  the  service, 
Oct.  13,  1S65 ;  eight  years  ago.  in  Pittsburg,  lie  got  up  the  first  reimion  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  it  was  at  this  time  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl\anla  Cavalry  Association  was  urganized;  he 
servefl  as  its  Secretary  for  five  years,  when  two  years  ago  he  was  made  its  President. 
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ALTERATIONS  AMONG  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS, 


The  number  of  officers  at  the  organization  of  the  regiment  was 41 

Nuniljcr  appointed  from  civil  life  during  the  term  of  the  regiment, 

including  four  assistant  siwgeons  and  two  chaplains.  was.° .'        8 

Number  promoted  from  the  ranks,  including  six  promoted  August 

13,  i^^'65,  but  not  nmstcred  in -o 

Total  number  of  officers  during  the  term 119 

Of  these  there  were' — 

Killed  in  action 8 

Died  of  wounds  received  in  action .'. 4 

Total  death  from  battle  and  total  dead 12 

Died  from  disease 0 

Discharged  by  reason  of  disability  from  wounds 2 

"  "      other   causes 6 

Total  discharged 8 

Resigned  on  account  of  wounds i 

"         *'  "  disability   4 

"  ''         "  "  promotion I 

"  "         "  "  expiration   of  term 5 

"  "         "  "  charges  preferred i 

"  "         "  ''other    causes 18 


Total    resignations 30 

Mustered  out  by  order 2 

"  "     on  expiration  of  term 14 

"  .  "  with  the  regiment  August  13.  1865.  including 
the  six  ofhcers  comm.issioned  but  not  mus- 
tered in 46 

u  

Total  mustered  out ^^ 


o 


4 


Transferred    

Dismissed,  3.     Cashiered.  1 

Deserted  [ 

Total    ''^ 


ALTERATIONS  AMONG  ENLISTED  MEN. 


The   number  of  enlisted   men   at  the  organization  of  the   regiment  ^^^ 

was   .  . .  •  ,v ,  Q  J  -. 

The  nuinl)cr  of  recruits  has  been J^ 

Total    number    dnring    the    organi/.atinn,    not  ;"'--l^';|i"i? 

transfers  from  other  companies  nor  re-enhstmcnts...  2002 
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ALTERATIONS  AMuNG    ENLISTED   MEN.  2^^ 

Of  these  there  have  been  killtd  in  action  and  died  of  wounds 

received  in  action 82 

Out  of  twenty  reported  as  missing  in  action  there  are  sup- 
posed to  have  dird 18 

And  there  have  been  accidental  deaths  in  hne  of  duty 10 

Making  total  deaths  from  battle,  etc no 

Died  of  disease,  etc 130 

Total   deaths 240 

Discharged  on  account  of  promotion 73 

"  for  disability 115 

"  dislionorably   3 

"  on  expiration  of  term,  or  by  order  before  expira- 
tion of  term,  including  two  of  the  twenty 
reported   missing  in   action 1407 

Total   discharged 150S 

Transferred  to  other  organizations 46 

Deserted  118 

Total 2002 
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